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> EDWARD III. 

HAD the Black Pruice grated . an ^fylum to a. c. 1366. 
Pedro tl>e Cryet mihfs djftrei's^liis humanity ^fj^;? .;J« 
might have been qx9Wled,,and perhaps com- undertake* 
mended; but, furely, his ^^aging, to jreftpce fuch a ^^^'^ «^^"- 
monfter of cn^elty^ajiii injufti^eTO from ^hcCtJx ^ 

which he had been fbju&j.qxpcUed, was^aninde- ^^^^ 
lible ftain in that charader which had fo JLong (hpnp 
with unrivalled luftre. Cruelty, indeed, ]»;as a vice, of 
.which the greateft charafters of thft^gp cannot hj^ 
wholly acquitted ^ witnefs the carqsige, cpni^^rations, 
famine, peftilence, and ruin, that attenjied both thofc 
illuitrious Edwards in all their warlike e^editions. 
Notwithftanding that blaze of glory by which their 
memories are furrounded, tjjie candid and judicioijs 
oWerver will perceive, tha,t they w^rc not thefricnds 
and fathers, but the deftroyers of the hu^an race. 
The prince's fcheme in favour of Pedro is not even 
free from the fufpicioij of intereflcd niptives. The 
. Caftiliarx monarch gradfied him beforehand for. his 
afliftance, by conveying to him the dprniflipna of 
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A. c. 1366. Bifcay, Caftro deOrdoale$, Bilboa, and all the in- 
termediate countries, in a formal treaty, figned and 
ratified at Libournc. Thc^ king of England not 
only approved of this expedition, but e\ren contri- 
buted towards the cxpence, by configning to his 
fon one hundred and twertty thoufand crowns, to 
be payed by the king of France, as part of his fa- 
ther's ranfonTT. The prince of Wales railed all the 
money he could borrow, and melted down his plate 
for the fervice •, and Pedro fatisfied the Gafcon no- 
bility with- ^romifes of krge- fums /o}r the levy- 
money, and pay of their forces. As they could not 
pretend to enter Caftile while the king[s of Arragon 
and Navarre adhered to the intereft of Henry dc 
Traftamere, aipbaffadors were fent to tamper with 
Charlesj -who confentcd to^ a conference with Don 
Pedro and the prince of Wales at Bayonne ; where, 
in confideration of a large fubfidy, and the ceffion of 
Guipufcoa, Vittoria, Alava, Logrogno, Guduzen, 
Calahorra, and Alfaro, he not only renounced his 
engagements with Henry, but undertook to affift 
Tedro with a body of forces, and grant him a free 
Rymcr. paffage through his dominions. While Don I^e- 
dro was employed in thefe meafures for recovering 
his crown, Henry took all poflible precautions to 
maintain his acquifition. He was no fooner ele- 
vated to the throne of Caftile, than he beftowed 
great largeffes on the freebooting companies, to 
which he had in a. great meafure owed his fuccefs -, 
arid he won the hearts of his fubjcfts by afts of 
' munificence,, froni which he Required the epithet 
pf Liberal. He had immediately difmifled the 
French forces, but retained the companies upon 
whofe valour he chiefly depended. He thought 
• he had attached them to his intereft by his libera- 
• Uty V but he found himfelf egregioufly miftaken. 
They were lawlefs ruffians whom no obligations 
tould bind, and no principle govern. The greateft 
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part of them haid fefved under the prince of Wales, a. c 136^. 
and were in fadt the fubjeds of his father. They 
knew his talents, admired his courage, and dreaded 
the thoughts of ferving againft a leader of fuch 
gonfummate capacity ; for, in fo doing, they not 
only ran the rilk of being vanquilhed, but alfo of 
being executed as traitors. Edward, by his emif- 
faries, gave them to underftand, that he had occa- 
fion for their fervice, and defired they would meet 
him at Guienne -, and thofe who received the inti- 
mation, forthwith demanded their difmiflion of 
Henry, who had no fufpicion of their defign. 
Twelve thoufand immediately began their march 
to the frontiers of Gafcony ; and the reft, who 
were difperled in quarters over the country, no 
fboner heard of the prince's invitation, than they 
aflembled in ordsr to foUow their companions. 
Guefclin being confulted by Henry on this emer- 
gency, advifed him to follicit the king of Arragon 
to block up the paffes of his country, in order to 
prevent their return -, and he himlelf offered to 
bring a body of auxiliaries from France. The 
companies being thus intercepted, chofe another 
route ; and, after having . endured infinite hard- 
Ihips, arrivqd on the frontiers of Foix,^ which the 
count would not allow them to pafs, left they 
fhould ravage the country. But this obftrudlion 
was eafily removed by the affurances of John de 
Chandos, who went thither, and inlifted them in 
the prince's fervice. Then they were divided 
into feveral bodies,, and took different routes, by 
which they arrived at Bourdeaux, after one of the 
divifions had fought and gained a battle againft a 
body of French forces, who attacked them at 
. Montauban in Quercy . 

The prince of Wales being joined by thefe free- a.c. 1367^ 
footers, and a reinforcement from England, under 
. the command of his brother John of Ghent,, which, 
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A. a 1367. when added to his other Englifh and Gafcon forcesi^ 
compofed a formidable army, began his march about 
the latter end of February ; and pafling die Py-» 
renees in three divifions, confifting each of tenr 
thoufand horle, that marched within a day's diP- 
tance of one another, arrived in fafety at Pampe- 
luna, where he was abundantly fuppKed with pro- 
vifions and necelTaries by the king of Navarre* 
From thence he advanced to Salvaterra, a town on 
the frontiers of Caftile, the inhabitants of which 
fubfnitted without refiftance. Neverthclefs, Pcdra 
defired they might be aH put to the fword, as ^ 
terror to other rebels who adhered to th€ ufurper : 
but Edward difappointed hrs brutal revenge, by 
reprefenting, that the maffacre of thofe who fub^ 
mitted would drive the reft of his ftibjefts to defpair. 
From this place they proceeded to Vittoria, re- 
folvirig to pafs the Ebro at the bridge of Log- 
rogno, and take poft at Navarel. Meto whil6 
Don Henry had alTembled ten thoufand Caftilian 
men at arms, well mounted on barbed hodfes ; be- 
fides t>^enty thoufand common horfenfien on genets^ 
armed c^p-a-pfee ; ten thoufand crofs-bows, and 
fix times that. number of infantry. With thefe 
he advanced to San Miguel, where he was joined 
by Bertrartd du GuefcRn, with four thoufand meil 
at arms, which he had railed inr Brittany, France, 
and Arragort. Cohfiding in fuch a numerous army 
6f well-appointed foldiers, Henry rieg^e<5ted the ad- 
. vice of the inarefchal de Andrehan, whopropofed 
he fhouM guard the paflage of the Ebro, and ruin 
the Englilh by ctitting 6ff theij" corivbys of provi- 
vifion. He had already fent an h^eraid to Pampc- 
tuna, t6 ^ure the prihce of Wales, that he ^ould 
fight him as foon as he entered Caftile : and Ed* 
ward, hiving detained the meflenger until he had 
crofled the Ebro, retorted his dcnante \ though^ 
)'at the fame tiitie; he propofcd terms of accommo- 
' 6 - ^ datioxiy 
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wJiicJl Henry rcjefted with dif^Aift^ %A* ^-^ ^^^ • 
vancing towards Najara, in order to give him.bj^t^^, 
tic. Edward, on the third day "of April, maccheij 
towards the enemy, in the foH9wing order : the 
ran was eondufted by the di^Jce of ^jartcaller ;in4. 
John de Chandos j the prince himfelf commanded^ 
in the center ; and th^ rear was brought up, )?)^. 
taraes king of Majorca, attended by Oliver d<j 
Ciiflbn, the Caiptal ^ Byche, th^ lords of Arm^g-. 
iiac and Albxet, wi^h other noblemen of Gafcopy. 
The right wing of the Spaniards wajj coiiHfnand<j4 
by Bertrand du Guefclin, and the marcfchal de An- 
drehan, at the head of tli^ foreign men at arms i 
the count of SanceHoni wa? pofted on th^ left, witl^ 
his twnothcr Sancho ^ and the main body was di- 
re6ted by Don Henry in perlbn. Edward having 
obferved their order froai a hill which lay betwcenj 
him and the enemy, commanded the duke of Laq^ 
cafter and John de Chandos to difmount their horfe- 
men^ and attack the right of the Spaniards itndei* 
Guefelin, whom they accordingly charged witlj 
great impetuofity, at the head oi the fre^hooting 
companies ; but, they met with fuch a warm, r^i 
ceapuon, that the dilpute continued a Iqng tiini; 
wKh dubious fuccefs, Mean whil^ th? prince at- 
tacked on the right; and, at tl^e, firft onfet, brok^ 
the wing commanded by the count q( Sancelloni- 
who infltantly fled with two thpufand lajices. Tphq 
prince, leaving the king of Majqrca tp^ Jjfiilh th^ 
rout, wheeled about, aiid fell, upqsi the inayi bodjf 
of jthe enemy, commanded by Hpury^ .whq ^ftin- 
guiijjed himfelf by Very extraprdinary aft» of va-^ 
lour : though the prince of WaJe's penetrated tfycf 
his battalia three timea^ h^ as cften rajlied it b/ 
the help of a body of referye mounted on gerfet? j 
nor did. he give ground, Wfitil the duke of Lan^ 
cafter and Chandoshaving with gr^at difficulty 4e^ 
fcaicd their right wing, and takeiJ Du QuefcUn, wjt}^ 
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A. c. 1367. the marefchal de Andrehan, advanced to join the 
Edwarf prince of Wales and the king of Majorca. Theit 
^^U^^" the Spaniards, on the apprehenfion of being fur-' 
and re:^fta- rounded and cut in pieces, gave way on all hands ; 
Wiih^Pcdit, j^^j Pq^ jj^j^j^ quitting the field, retired to Ca- 

thrnne. lahorra, from whence he efcaped into Arragpn. 
The viftors purfuing the fugitives to the bridge 
of Najara, made a terrible flaughter : above five 
thoufand gentlemen were found dead upon the 
field of battle ; and the grand prior of the order 
of St. Jago, with the great matter of Calatrava, 
and two thoufand French and Spanifli knights, were 
KilJJghton. taken prifoners : while die lols of the Englifli did 
i^ymer, not excccd four knights and fifty common foldiers. 
Pedro's in- All the prffoners would have been put to death, 
hS^rSlren ^^^ ^^^ ^^c prince of Wales interceded warmly in 
their behalf with Pedro, who was prevailed upon 
to be reconciled with them, on their receiving the 
oath 0^ allegiance ^ and to publifh a general amnefty 
to all his fubjefts.' He then fet out for Burgos, the 
capital of Old Caftile, with a guard of five hundred 
men at arms, commanded by Sir Guichard D*An- 
gle ; and was followed by the prince at the head of 
the army. There they kept Eafter with great fo- 
lemnity ; and Pedro received deputies from all the 
confiderable cities of Caftile, with tenders of fer- 
vice, and aflurances of loyalty. The prince now 
reminded Pedro of the money due to the troops, 
which he defired him to pay, that they might re- 
turn, without being any longer a burden to the 
country. The Caftilian pleaded inability ; but 
propofed that Edward (hould ftay with his forces 
in the neighbourhood of Valladolid, until he could 
raile the money at Seville, to which city he repair- 
ed, folemnly protefting, that the troops fhould be 
fatisfied before Whitfuntide. Edward having re- 
lided in that city till Midfummer, received nothing 
but trifling excufcs, which plainly .{hewed, that Pc- 
' ^ 5 •- - dro 
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dro had no intention to fulfil his engagenlents ; and a. c. 1367. 
indeed his ingratitude was a juft judgment upon the 
prince of Wales for having undertaken the caufe of 
fuch a ruffian. The heats of Spain becoming ex- 
ceflive, and the troops beginning to ficken, Edward 
marched to Agreda, on the borders of Arragon, and 
made an a:greement v/ith the king of that country 
for the paflage of the freebooting companies ; while 
he himfelf, with the reft of his forces' took the route 
of Navarre, through which he returned to Bour- 
deaux, where he was received in triumph amidft 
the acclamations of the people. 

This feafon of rejoicing was not of long duration a. c. i3«. 
in Guienne. The princess glory was fo acceptable Dircontentt 
to the Englifh nation, that the parliament which '" o^kane, 
fnet in May granted a large fubfidy to the king» 
who explained to both houfes the nature of a treaty 
which had been long in negotiation with the king 
,of Scotland. That prince offered to maintain a 
perpetual peace with England, provided Edward 
would renounce, for himfelf and his heirs, all title 
to the fuperiority of his kingdom : but the lords 
and commons declared, that they could not con- 
fent to fuch a peace without diiherifon of the king 
and his rights, which they were bound by folemn 
oath to maintain to the utmoft of their power. 
The king had fent for the prince of Wales from 
Guienne ; but by this time the difcontents which 
began to appear in that country, prevented his de- 
parture. His finances were exhaufted by the late 
expedition ; and Pedro's breach of faith reduced 
him to great difficulties. Six thoufand of the free- 
booters, who returned to Guienne, lived at free- 
quarter, becaufe Edward could not pay their ar- 
rears ; and the inhabitants complaining of the in- 
juries they daily fuftained from thofe licenfed rob- 
bers, the prince ordered them to quit the country. 
They had luch perfonal regard for Edward, that 
they obeyed his command; andy pafljng the Loire, 
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A, RyijfiK eftablifhed their hefad-quartcrs in Champagne : buti, 
even after their departure, there was fo much pay 
dwe to the reft of^ the troops, that he could nnd 
no other method of difcharging the debt, but that 
<>f raifmg a tax upon chimneys ; which was ex- 
tremely difagreeable to the inhabitants, and vio- 
lendy oppofed by the count of Armagnac, the lord 
of Albret, who had lately married Margaret, fifter 
to the queen of France, and other great barons of 
Gafcony, who loudly declared it an innovation to 
which they would not fubmit. They even retired 
to their caftles, and threatened to rebel rather than, 
fubgeft themfelves to an impofition fo contrary to 
their privileges, which the prince of Wales had 
bound himfelf by oath to maintain. , 
nmry of Henry count of Traftamere, taking this oppor^ 
JI^ovOT Ae tunity to retrieve the crown of Caftile, affemblcd 4 
throne of fmall army, by the affiftance of die duke of An-. 
^*^*' jou and the king of Arragon ; and, entering Old 
Caftile, was every where received with open arms, 
BurgQs, Valladolid, Leon, and Aftorga^ admitted 
^ him without hefitation. He was joined by a great 
number of the nobility, with their vaffals and ad-» 
herents : and met with no oppofition, until he ar- 
rived in the neighbourhood df Toledo, which, re^ 
fufmg him admittance, he refolved to befiege it i^ 
form. Pedro, who refided in Seville, begaii to 
^flemble an army to oppofe his competitor ; bu^ 
very few of his own fubjeds repaired to his ftandard,; 
Neverthelefs, the kin'gs of Grenada and Tremefm 
furniflied him with twenty thoufand Moors ; and 
his'^kinfman Ferdinand king of Portugal, fent ^ 
body of forces to his afliftaace. He cxpefted z 
reinforcemeni: of fix thoufand - freebooters, under 
Sir Hugh Calverly j but, without waiting for their 
arrival, he began his march from ScvSe, at the 
head of forty thoufend mtHy tp xaife the fi^ege gI( 
Toledo. Bcrtrand du Gpefclin, who had by tbi3 
time joined Hearywith twQ thpufand ujen.atarms, 
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itdrijfed that prince to abandon the ficgc, and for* a\Ow rjs^v 
prife Pedro on his march* His advice was follow* 
ed, and the fcheme executed with fuch fuccefs, thai 
Pedro was routed, and took refuge in the caftle of 
Monteil -, which being um)rovi<fed for a fiege, hd 
attempted to make his efcape by night, but was 
taken and mtrrdered in cool blood, by the hands of 
his brother Henry. Thus fell, by the hands of ait 
fliFaffin, one of the moft favage tyrants who lud evef 
fat upon any throne ; and his crown was ufurpcd 
by his murderer, whofe Ion Henry afterwards fe- 
cured himfelf in poffeflion of Caftile, by marrying 
Catherine, daughter of John of Ghent, by his fe-i 
cond mfe Conftance, the eldeft daughter andp,^n^ 
heirefs of Don Pedro the CroeL KtiwM. 

During this revolution in Caftile, the difcontent- R«pttu«bf 
ed lords of Gafcony, finding the prince of Wales ^^]23u 
inflexible in the article of the Fouage, which was fe* ** 
verely exafted, had recourfe to the king of France \ 
and, repairing to the court of Charles, prefented 
appeals to the court of peers for redrefs. They 
affured him the prince of^ Wales had loft the htarta 
of his fubjtdts in Guienne, nDt only by this e*dr* 
bitant tax, which t/hs rigoroufly coHeded, but alfo 
by conferring all pofts of dignity and profit updA 
Englifhmen, to the prejudice of the natives. Tney 
affirmed, that fhould war be once adualiy declared, 
the ^hole dutchy Would rife in fav6ur of Charles, 
I'hey undertook to maintain the War ^t their own . 
cxpence ; and promifed to the king of France?^ 
that they Would live and dJe in his quarrel Tho* 
Charles was not a prince of a very martial difpofi- 
tion, he longed for an opportunity to recover the 
territories in Guienne, which had been alienated 
from his crown in the late peace, as well as to afle A 
his fovereignty over the whole dutc-hy ; yet he waoi 
Isverfe to engage in a war which he forefaw ihuA 
h^ attended with great danger and expcnce. White 
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A. a 1369, he thus fluftuated between fear and ambition, the 
Gafcon noblemen were amufed with undetermined 
J>romifes and rich prefents, and allowed to fummon 
the prince of Wales, in his name, before the court 
of peers, to anfwer their complaints. Edward, 
provoked at this citation, fenta meflage to Charles, 
impordng, that he was ready to fet out for Paris, at 
his invitation, with fixty thoufand men in his re- 
tinue. The French king at laft refolved to break 
with England, encouraged by the declining age of 
old Edward, and the lingering diftemper which at- 
tacked the prince of Wales in his laft expedition, 
and was generally deemed incurable. Charles be- 
gan to make preparations in private •, and refolving 
to poflefs himfelf of Ponthieu before he (hould de- 
clare war againft England, tampered with the citi- 
zens of Abbeville, and the nobleffe of that country, 
whom he gained over to his ihtereft. At the fame 
time he fent ambafladors into England, with afTu- 
rances of his pacific difpofition, and certain over- 
tures for an improvement and frefh confirmation of 
the laft treaty. Thefe deputies found no difficulty 
in perfuading Edward of their mafter's fincerity ; 
and, in their return to France, met a meflenger at 
Ipover, difpatched by Charles with an infulting de- 
fiance to the king of England. Not a litde lur- 
?riled at this meflage, he ordered the lords JPiercy, 
Teville, and Windfor, to fet out immediately for 
Ponthieu, with a reinforcement for the defence of 
that province ; but they had fcarce reached Dover, 
when advice came, that Abbeville, St. Valery, 
Crotoy, Rue, and Noyelles, were furrendered by 
Wa^ng- the inhabitants to the count of St. Pol and Hugh 
^°*- de Chatillori, ofiicers of the French king. John 
'duke of Berry, brother to Charles, Peter count of 
Alenf on, and John count of Harcourt, who were 
hoftages in England for the ranibm of king John, 
Lad upon their parole obtained leave to pafs a year 
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among their friends in France ; but, when^ they a. c. 1369. 
were appriied of this rupture^ they refufed to re- 
turn, and ferved in the fubfequent war, in contempt 
of air the principles of honour, as well as in viob- 

, tion of the oath they had taken. 

The king of England underftanding, that Hoftiiitia 
Guienne was alfo invaded, Scotland follicited toJ°™'"^ 
fall upon the northern counties, and a fleet pre- French ia 
paring for a defcent upon the fouthern coaft erf ^*'*"«»«- 
England, aflembled a parliament in June ; and 
•after having explained the unjuftifiable conduft of 
Charles, defired the archbifhops and prelates to 
confider whether he might not reaflume the title 
and arms of France, refigned in conlequence of a 
treaty which his enemies had fo Ihamefully violated. 

• They deliberated upon this fubje6t, and anfwered 
in the affirmative 1 and the lords and commons 
atdopting the fame opinion, he refumed them ac- 
cordingly, and ordered his great feal to be altered. 
An extraordinary fubfidy was granted upon fldns 
and wool, and every thing prepared for the main- 
tenance of the war which France had fo unjuftly . 
kindled. The dukes of Anjou and Berry, rein- 
forced by the freebooters on the Loire, whona 
Charles had eng^ed in his intereft, fell into Guienne 
on different quarters, and were joined by all the no- 
bility of the province ; while Sir Hugh Calverly 
returning from Spain^ with fix thoufand of the fame 
companies, inlifted in the fervice of the prince of 
Wales.- The earls of Cambridge and Pembroke, 
arriving about the ikme time from England, with 
a reinforcement, were detached into Perigort, where 
they took Bourdailles by ftratagem -, and John de 
Chandos and Guichard d' Angle were fent to Mon- 
tauban to oppofe the progrefs of the duke of An- * 
jou. The war wa3 carried on in flight flcirmiflies 
with various fuccefs, and feveral places furprifed 
on both fides. Aniong thefe, the cafl:le of Belle- 
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4»^«<3%< Pclxhe ih the Bourbonnois was taken by the free- 
booters in the EngHIh fervice, who found in the 
place the^ lady Ifabella, mother to the queen of 
jFnmce, and to the duke of Bourbon. She was 
honourably entertained in her own caftle till next 
vear, yrhen heir fon ^t the head of a numerous army 
iDviefted the place, and muft have reduced it, had 
not the earls of Cambridge and Pennbroke marched 
to its relief. Thefe noblemen challenged the duke 
of Bourbon to batde ; and, he declining the invi- 
cation, they carried off his niother and the garrifon' 
..nt noon-day, without his attempting tp/efcue her 
'from the lunds of her enemies. She was afters- 
wards : exchanged for Simon de Buiiey, one of the 
chief commanders of the freebooiers,^who had been 

rraiflkr f"T>^^^^ 2i^d taken in an engagement between 
"**^*' Mirebeau and Lufignan, 

On the fide of P.oitou the French furprifed Ch^- 
teUeraut) and reduced feveral places •, while Joh^ 
. dc Cbandos took the dv^ke of Aryou's ftrong callle 
of Roche-fur-yon ; but this g^lant conjmander 
. was afterwards moitally wounded in a cal'ual ren- 
^counter, at the bridge . of Luffac, to the infinite 
.regret of the Englifl), .whofe interefl: in thofe parts 
luffered feverely by his death ; but the greateft 
prejudice they fuftained was by the intrigues gf 
John de CardcjUec, archbilhop of iTholoufe, who 
pcxfuaded the city of Cahors and feveral other places 
to revolt from the prince of Wales, and put thena- 
fclves under the French king's protedtion. Mean 
Xhk^ of while John of Ghent duke of I^ancafter, landing at 
fev^csNoK- ^*^^^ with a body. of forces, marched diredtly to 
mj^y, Harfleur in Normandy, with a view to burn t^ie 
fhips aflembled in that harbour to tranfport an army 
of French into England -, but the duke's defign 
was defeated by the count of St. Pol, who threw 
himfelf into the place .with a ftrong reinforce- 
ment : fo dut John defifted from .the e nterprize i 
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jand having ravaged ^eat part of Picardy, returned ^•*" »3^' 
to Calais. Tlie king oif England, think;ing it high 
t;ime to ftrengthen'his intercft with foreign alliances, 
^concluded a league with the dukes of Juliers and 
'Gueldres, and Charles king of Navarre ; which laft, 
'however, was in the fequel debauched by the offers 
*of the French king. Edward likewife treated with 
the towns of 'Flanders, and Alberr of Bavaria, ad- 
iriifiiltrator cf Hainault, Holland, Zealand, and 
Friefland j but all he could obtain, was a promifc oi 
adhbring to a ftri(ft neutrality. He was, however* 
fecurednthe fide of Scotland, where, upon tjie death 
of David "^Bruce, his jiephew Robert Steward haJd 
fucceeded to the throne, and a truce for fourteen 
years had been concluded between the two nations. 
' Charles of France having obtained a very ex- Theaukct 
traordinary aid from the three eftates.of his king- ^^^^^ 
dom, refolved tocohiplete.the reduftioa of Guienne j entwcui. 
and for this purpofe ordered two- numerous armies ^^Z^- 
to be affembled. In the mean time he took Ws feat wus armies. 
. in the parliament of Paris, where he publicly de* 
clared Edward of England, h^s fon Edwafd> and 
all his adherents, . rebels to his fovereignty, and 
* buienne reunited to the domain of France. . Bert* 
rand du Guefclin concluded a league offenfive and 
defenfive between France and the king* of Caftile, 
who undertook to maintain, a fleet againft the Eng- 
' lifh on the coafts of Guienne and Poitou •, and after 
this i^egotiation Bertran^ was recalied to' fervc . in 
one of the armies under the duke of Anjou, who 
entered Guienne by^Bergerac ; while the tiuke of 
iBerry, who commanded the other, invaded the fame 
province by the way of Limoges. Their intention 
^as to reduce the places that ftiU held out for the 
Englifli government ; then join and, lurprife the 
prince of Wales in Engoujefme, where, he .ufualiy 
Kfided. The duke of Anjou and Du'Guefdin fub- 

dued the greateft part of' the Agenoia y and the 
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A.a 1369. duke of Berry falling into the Limoufin, furprifed 
feveral. caftles, and inverted Limoges, which the 
bifliop perfuaded the inhabitants to furrerider. 
Thepriweof Princc Edward being informed of their defigii^ 
ilmZ^^ declared they Ihould never find him cooped up in 
ftorm. town or fortrefs, and immediately affembled his 
forces at Cognac. The duke of Lancafter arriving 
about the fame time from England with a confider- 
able reinforcement, the two French generals, un- 
willing to hazard an engagement, difmifled their 
troops i and the one returning to Tholoiife, the 
other retired into Berry. The Black Prince, in- 
cenfed at the treachery of the bifliop and people of 
. Limoges, who had revolted to . the enemy, fum- 
moned them to expel the French g^rifon, and re- 
. . . . iurti to their duty, otherwife he would raze their 
> town to the foundation, arid put all the inhabitants 
:/ . to the fword, without diftinftion of age, fex, or qua- 
.. lity. ., As they rejected the citation, ^rid treated his 
. "meflengei-s with contempt, he marched direcflly to- 
^ wards the place, whither he was carried in a litter ; 
• and for a whole month employed his foldiers night 
and day in undermining the fortifications. The 
work being brought to peifeftion, he drew up his 
^ men defigned for the aflault, and ordered fires to be 
kindled under the props, which were no fooner con- 
fumed than above thifty yards of the wall fell down, 
and fiUed. the ditch by which it was furrounded. 
Then the troops, rufliing on the breach, opened j 
the gates to the prince, who entered the place j 
with a chofen body of men, and maflacred all the 
French garrifon, with about three thoufand of the 
A.C. 137c. inhabitants. Thebifhop, who had been the author 
of the revolt, would have been beheaded as a traitor, 
had not the duke of Lancafter interceded in his 
behalf at that time, and the pope aftei-wards ob- 
tained his pardon. The feafon being pretty far 
advanced, the prince of Wales difmifled his forces, 
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and returned to Cognac ', and, in the beginning of a.c, 1370. 
next year, repaired to England by the advice of 
his phyficians, leaving the command in Guienne to p. Otmei. 
the duke of Lancafter. Froiffaft. 

About Midfummer Sir Robert KnoUes marched sir Robert 
from Calais, at the head of a confiderablc army, J^J^ 
and paffing by Arras, ravaged Picardy without op- the neigh. . 
pofition : thbugh he was attended by a flying army p^^**** *^ 
of French, who had orders to watch his motions, 
^d harrafs him in his march without hazarding an 
^'^g^em^nt. For this reafon KnoUes was obliged 
to proceed with great circumfpedion : fo that the 
country did not fuffer much from his ftraggling 
parties. He did not attempt any town of confe- 
quence ; but, after having traverfed the Verman- 
dois. Champagne, and Brie, where he raifed fome 
'Contributions, he arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Paris, and burned the adjacent villages, in hope of 
provoking the French to a batde. Charles had a 
ftrong body of forces within the city, and his nobi- 
lity were eager to engage the Englifh -, but the 
king repreffed their vivacity, and abfolutely refufed 
to hazard a battle, becaufe he forefaw that the Eng- 
lifli would not undertake the liege, and could not 
remain much longer in their prefent fituation, 
without being diftreffed through want of provi- 
fion. KnoUes accordingly retired by the way of 
Mondehery ; and having jravaged Beauce and the 
Gatinois, marched into Le Maine, with defign to 
take up his winter-quarters on the frontiers of 
Brittany. This fcheme was oppofed by Thomas 
lord Grandifon, Walter Fitzwalter, and other young 
rioblenien, who payed very Utde regard to the com- 
mand or diredtions of KnoUes, becaufe he had 
been a chieftain among the freebooters. Their 
contempt of this leader was encouraged arid aug- 
mented by the infinuatiohs of Sir John MJnftre- 
worth, whom KnoUes had prqmoted to a confider- 
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A» c. i3fo.. able command in the army ; but having «mb«2-f 
zled large fums defigned for the pay of the foU 
dierst he endeavoured to ruin his benefaftor, that 
he might have a chance of efcaping without being 
called to account for hi* fraudulent praftices. By 
the inftigations of this incendiary^ thofe young ad*, 
venturers refufed to accompany KnoUes into Brit- 
tany, but feparating from him with their forces^ 
cftablifhed their quarters in Anjou and Touraine, 
Bertrand du Guefelin being about this time created 
conftable of France, and refolving to begin his of- 
fice with fome fignal exploit, aflembled a body of 
troops, and advanced to Caen in Normandy, where 
being joined by the troops, of that province^ com- 
manded by the marefchal de Blainville, ' he diredtedt 
his march towards Le Maine, where aconfiderable 
body of the Englifh was quartered. KnoUes hearing 
of his intention, fent orders to his troops to reunite,^ 
in order to give the enemy battle ; and amang the. 
reft, the lords Grandifon, Fitzwalter, and Minftre- 
worth, haftened towards him, that they might have 

Part of his a Ih^rc of the engagement, Guefelin having re- 

ed™cOT Pont ceived intelligence of their march, furprifed them. 

u Vafaines. about the latter end of November near Pont de 
Valaines, on the borders of Le Maine \ and thougl?. 
they made a gallant refiftance, ' they were over- 
powered by numbers, and routed, four thoufand, 
pf their men being either killed or taken, andl 
Grandifon himfelf failing into the hands of the 
^nemy. Minftreworth, who was fufpedbed of 
having given intelligence to the conftable, made 
bis efcape, and returning to England, blamecj 
ICnoUes for the difafter : but that officer's cha- 
rader was afterwards vindicated by Sir Allen Box^ 
hull, who had ferved in this expedition, fo much ta 
t;he fatisfaftion of his majefty,' that Minftreworth 
. was fummoned before the king and council^ tp 

vindicate his own behaviour^ Rather than ftand 

7 ' ' • ^jj^j^ 


EDWARD 111. t9 

thai, he fled the • kingdom, and revolted to the ^-^ '37p 
enemy : then he was outlawed, and being taken 
b the fequel, fufFered death as a traitor. After 
the action at Pont de Valaines, KnoUes provided 
for the defence of S. Sauveur le Vicomte, and re- 
tired into Brittany, while the conftable difmiffed 
his forces, and returned to Paris. 

He did not, however, continue long in a ftate a. a ii7% 
of inactivity 5 for in the beginning of. the year he f^^^^^^^ 
marched to the frontiers of Guienne, and reduced, meat* 
Milhaud in Rouvergne, and Ufez in Auvergne, 
which were defended by Englifh garrilbns. By 
the reduftion of thefe places, the French quarters 
were gready exte^ided : and indeed the Englifh 
interelt decayed apace in this country^ notwith- 
itanding the vigilance of John duke of Lancafter, 
who reduced the fortrefs of Montpaon, and made 
the garrifon prifoners of war j then took by aflault 
the ftrong town and qaftle of Mont-contour, in 
the Marches of Poitou, and put all the garrifon 
Xo the fword. Thefe were the. only confiderable 
a&ions . that diftinguiftied this year in Guienne 5 
but the French king had ;io inteauon to confine 
his operations to that province. He had medi- 
tated a defcent upon England, and made great pre^ 
parations for that expedition j and Edward notify- 
ing this defign to his parliament, which met ir\ 
February at Weftminfter, the lords and commons 
granted an aid of fifty thoufand pounds, to pro- 
vide for the fecurity of the kingdom. This tax 
^as levied at fo much for ^very parifh in England j 
suid the convocations of Canterbury and YorkRyme* 
made a grant pf the fame fun^ for the pubUc fer- 
vice. As the great ofiices of the ftate had been Rot. Pt^U 
generally engrolfed by' the clergy, the lord? and 
commons in this feflion complained of the praftic^ 
i$ a difherifon of their rights, and defired that th^ 
pffices of chancellor, ta-eaibrer, clerk of the privy- 
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A.Csi37x. feal, barons, and chamberlains of the exchequer, 
might be beftowed for the future on kymen only. 
Though the king did not think proper to grant 
this requeft, the bifliops of Winchcfter and Exeter 
refigned their pofts of chancellor and treafurer ; 
and for the future ecclefiaftics were not fo gene- 
rally promoted to fuch dignities. 

Edward fent part of the fleet prepared to op- 
pofe the French invafion, as a convoy to Humphrey 
de Bohun earl of Hereford and Southampton, who 
went as ambafTador with the king^s youngeft fon 
Thomas of Wodeftoke, to conclude an. dliance 
againft France with the duke of Brittany. That 
prince, upon receiving a grant of Chifac, Melle, 
and Civray in Poitou, agreed to do homage to 
Edward, and put twelve of his fea-ports into the 
hands of the Englifh who fliould come to his 
affiftance. This alliance was afterwards improved 
into a league ofFcnfive and defenfive, cemented by 
another grant of the honour of Richmond in Eng- 
land, which the duke of Lancafter refigned in his 
favour. The king of England had made over- 
tures of fuch another league with the. towns of 
Flanders ; but his negotiations were defeated by 
the influence of their count Lewis, a ftaunch ad- 
herent to Charles, who, though he could not pre- 
vail upon the efl:ates of his country to declare for 
France, found means to engage a great number of 
individuals in his interefl:. Among thefe was John 
Peterlbn, commander of a Flemifli fleet, which^ 
having taken in a loading of wine and fait at Bayonne 
and La Baye, chanced to fall in with the fquadron 
The earl of under the lord Guy de Brian, the Englifli admiral, 
SStTa who conduced the earl of Hereford to Brittany. 
Flemifli Peterfon bearing down upon him in an hoftilc 
manSTby manner, a fharp aftion enfued, in which the Flemifh 
Peterfon. commandcr was defeated, with the flaughter of four 
thoufand men •, and he and his whole fleet were 
3 taken 
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taken and conveyed to England. Edward refolved ^•^* *37«» 
to improve this aft of hoftility, fo as to compel the 
Flemings to declare themfelvesi with regard to the 
conduft they defigned to obferve in the quarrel be- 
tween him and Charles. He fent a fleet to block 
\ip their harbours, take their (hipping, and inter- 
rupt their commerce ; and this vigorous ftep fbon 
obliged them to fue for peace, which was accQrd- 
ingly concluded between them, and the count ac- 
ceded to the treaty. This advantage was counter- 
balanced by another event in Guienne, which was 
attended with the lofs of a great part of that pro- 
vince. Pedro, late king of Caftile, had left his two 
daughters Conftance and Ifabella at Aire in Gaf- 
cony, as pledges for the moAey expended by the . 
prince of Wales in effefting his refforation. John 
of Ghent marrying the eldeft of thefe princeflcs, 
aflbmed in her right the arms and tide of king of 
CaftUe and Leon ; and by aflerting this claim, in- 
tailed upon himfelf the implacable enmity of Henry 
of Traftamere the prefent pofleffor of the throne, 
who exerted his utmoft endeavours to ruin the 
Englifh in Guienne, which was the only country 
that afforded John a convenient opportunity to in- 
vade his dominions. 

The duke of Lancafter returning to England Th« eari of 
with' his new confort, the king appointed John dcfelted^t* 
Haftings earl of Pembroke to fucceed him in the f«a *»r the 
government of Gviienne ; and that nobleman em- «f^, 
barked in June with a fmall body of forces for the 
defence of the country, When the fleet that con- a. c. 1731. 
veyed him arrived in the road of Rochelle, they 
were encountered by the CaftUian navy, confifl:ing 
of fcMty large carracks, hefides veflTels of an inferior 
burthen, umler the diredhioaof one Owen, a native 
of WaleS) who had entered into the French fer- 
yice. Though the Spanifh (hip's were much larger 
than the EngUfli veflcls, and fuppUed with canjion, 
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A. c. i57>- which the others wanted, the battle was maintaindS 
all day with dubious fuccefs, the Englifh being 
joined by John db Harpeden fenefchal of RocheHe^ 
who embarked with the lords of Tonnay-Boulopne^ 
Surgeres, and Limers^ andafmall party, on board 
of four inconfiderable veflfels* Next day the en- 
gagement was renewed at high-water, and con- 
tinued till three in the afternoon, when viftory d^- 
dared for the Spaniards. The cannon made terri-* 
ble havock among the Englifh •, the earl of Pem-. 
broke was boarded by the enemy and taken alive, 
with Sir Guichard d*Angle, Sir John Curfon, and 
feveral other perfons of diftinftion. The veffel in 
which the military cheft was depofited, perifhed 
with twenty thoufand pounds in ready money j and 
all the reft of the fhips, with the knights, foldiers, 
and mariners, fell a prey to the viftors, who failed 
Froiflart. hdme with their booty. This defeat would in all 
probability have been followed by a defeftion of 
the Rochellers, had not the Captal de Buche 
chanced to enter the town next day with fix hun- 
dred Englifh and Gafcon men at arms. Never-^ 
thelefs, the difafter difFufed a general confternation 
through the whole country of Guienne -, and th^ 
French did not fail to make advantage of their api 
prehenfion. The conftable Du Guefclin, entering 
Poitou with a numerous army, took Montmorillon 
by fborm, and Chauvigny, LufTac, and Montcon- 
tour, furrendered without refiftance : S. Sever in 
the Limoufin fuftained feveral attacks, and then 
capiralated, when the Englifh troops were on their 
march to its relief ; Poitiers opened its gates to the 
conftable, while the Englifh taking Niort by ftorm^ 
. put the inhabitants to the fword. Soubize being 
invefted by the lord of Pons, John de Greiily Cap- 
tal de Buche, marched privately in the night to 
his quarters, and took him prifoner •, but was that 
fsimc night furprifed and taken in his turn, together 

with 
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witliThomas Piercy, by Owen, who had returned to ^- ^* '37a« 
Sthe coaft of Rochelle, and landing with a body of 
troops, planted this ambufh, which fuccceded accord- 
ing to his wifh. The lord of Ponis was refcued, Soubiz* 
furrendered to the viftor, and John de Greilly was con- 
veyed to Paris, where he ended his days -, for Charles 
could not debauch him from the fervice of England, 
and would not admit to ranfom one of the moft brave, 
experienced, and honourable, of all his enemies. 

The Captal being taken, there was no pcrfon left 
to oppofe the progrefs of the Conftable •, and in- 
deed all the inhabitants of the country were in the 
French intereft. S. Jean d'Angely, Engoulcfme, 
and Taillebourg, furrendered without refiftance ; 
the bifhop and people of Saintes compelled Sir 
William Farringdon to give up the place ; th« 
caftle of Rochelle was furprifed by the citizens, 
but did not fubmit to France until they had ob- 
tained a grant of feveral extraordinary privileges, 
and demolifhed tlje citadel •, St. Benoit in the neigh- 
bourhood was taken by ftorm, and the garrifon put 
to the fword j Marans and Surgeres made very lit- 
tle refiftance ; Fontenay furrendered, after having 
ftood feveral aflaults ; and Thouars capitulated for 
a truce till Michaelmas, when the garrifon obliged 
themfelves to yield up the place, if not relieved 
before that time by the king of England, or one 
of his fons in perfon. Edward being informed of 
this convention, as well as of the diftrefled condi- 
tion of his adherents in Poitou, ordered his fon 
John of L^nCfifter to poftpone his invafion of Pi^ 
cardy, for which preparations had been made, and 
refolved to fuccour Poitou in perfon. He ordered 
four hundred large Ihips to be provided for the 
tranfportation of his army ; and as he propofed, 
that the prince of Wales, who was now thought 
to be in a way of recovery, ftiould accompany him 
to that country, he affembled the prelates, lords, 
- C 4 knights^ 
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A. c. 1373. knights, and commons of the realm, that they 
might fwear to maintain the fucccflinnepf Richard, 
• fon to prince Edward, in cafe his father and grand- 
father ftiould die in the expedition. The ceremony 
being performed, he appointed him guardian of 
the kingdom, and embarked with his army at 
Sandwich, on the thirtieth day of Auguft, attended 
by his three fons, and a great number of Englifli 
nobility ; but being detained above a month by 
contrary winds, fo that he could not poflibly reach 
the coaft of Poitou by Michaelmas,. Jie returned on 
the fixth day of October to Winchelfey, and laid 
afide the enterprize for that fe^afon. His friends 
, in Guienne had aflembled a body of forces to join 
him at his landing, and though difappointed in that 
hope, would have attempted the relief of Thours ; 
but the officers of the garrifon declined their aflif- - 
tance, juftly obferving, that they were excluded, by 
the articles of their capitulation, from the benefit of 
being relieved by any perfon but the king of Eng- 
land, or one of his fons ; and therefore they fiir- 
rendered the place according to the convention. 
While the king continued on board, prince Richard 
had fummoned a parliament to meet for the redrefs 
of grievances ; but in confequence of Edward's un- 
expefted return, the meeting of it was pollponed 
till the third day of November, when the lord Guy 
Brian gave them to underftand, that the prince of 
Wales had refigned the principality of Guienne into 
the hands of his father, becaufe the revenue was 
infufficient, not only to maintain the wars of that 
country, but even to fupport the ordinary expence 
of the government. The lords and commons were 
fo zealous for their monarches glory, that, notwith- 
ftanding the vaft expence of the late fruitlefs arma-v 
mcnt, they continued the fubfidy on wool and fkins 
for two years longer, and granted befides a fifteenth 
of their revenues and moveables, a tenth being 
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eayed by the boroughs : but thcfe fupplics came a-c. 1373. 
poo latc^ to I rfvent the lofs of Poitou and Saintonge, 
which were ve» y unprofitable acquifitions to Eng- 
land, becaufe they drained it of men and money ; 
^d the defence of them depended in a great mea- 
iure upon the weather, which could not be favour- ^J^^ 
abfe in every emergency. 

The conftable du Guefdin taking the field early a.c. 1374. 
in the fpring, invefted Sivray, routed a body of pJI^Gwicnii 
Englilh and Gafcons, who attempted to beat up «» B"t**»y» 
his quarters, and by the .middle of April intirely re- 
duced the province? of Poitou and Saintonge. St. 
Sauveur in Normandy was befieged by the French, 
and Becherel in Brittany invefted by Oliver de Clif- 
fon, and other noblemen of that country, who, be^ 
ing in the French intereft, hated John de Montfort . 
for his attachment to Edward. Owen of Wale5 
was iaid to be at fea with fix thoufand men at arms^ 
in order to make a defcent upon England -, and Ed- 
ward, by this report, "was induced to equip a large 
fleet for the deience of the kingdom. William 
Montacute, earl of Salifbury, being appointed ad- 
miral, let fail for*St. Malo in Brittany, where find- 
ing feven large Spanifli carracks, he burned them, 
to the great diflatisfaftion of the Bretons, who 
fufpefting their duke of having given intelligence 
of thefe veflels to his father-in-law the king of 
England, began to look upon him as an enemy to 
his country. The , king of France made ufe of 
this pretence for confifcating that province ; and 
the conftable Du Guefclin, being charged with the 
execution of this fentence, entered Bretagne at the 
head of an army. Rennes, Dinan, Guingamp, 
Quimper-Corentin, Vannes, and feveral other 
places, fubmitted without refiftance j Nantes ob- 
tained an honourable capitulation ^ Henneboo 
and Le Conquet were taken by ftormj and aU 
Brituuiy, except Breft and two other places, was 

fubducd 
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-A.C.1374. fubdued before Midfummer. John de Montfort,^ 
finding himfelf abandoned by his fubjefts, took 
refuge in England, leaving the management of 
his affairs in Brittany to Sir Robert KnoUes, whom 
he appointed his lieutenant. That officer having 
. put his own caftle of Derval in a pofture of de- 
fence, retired with Sir William Neville to Breft,* 
which was provided with all neceflaries for fuftain- 
ing a fiege, and inhabited by people who were 
ftaunch to the intereft of their fovereign. This 
place the conftable invefted with fix thoufand men, 
fending Oliver de Cliffon with the reft of his army 
to befiege Roche- fur yon, on the borders of Poitou* 
The garrifon, after having ftood fome aflfaults^ 
agreed to furrender, if not relieved in thirty days. 
Then Cliffon undertook the fiege of Derval, and 
was joined by the conftable himielf, who had con- 
verted the fiege of Breft into a blockade : Derval 
being hard prefled, the garrifon demanded a capi- 
tulation, by which they obliged themfelves to fur- 
render, if not relieved in two months by the duk* 
of Brittany, or fome other general ablje to keep thfe 
field againft the French forces •, and two knights 
and an efquire were delivered as hoftages for th^ 
performance of thefe articles. Knolles feeing no 
profpeft of relieving his caftle, but by making the 
lame capitulation for Breft, fubmitted to that exr 
pcdient, and gave hoftages fbr furrendering the 
place within forty days, in full confidence of being 
relieved by the earl of Salift)ury, who hovered on 
tl^e coaft, and had lately received a confiderable re*- 
inforcement from England. He accordingly land- 
ed his foldiers in the neighbourhood, and fent an 
herald to the conftable at Nantes, with a meffage 
importing, that he was come to relieve Breft ; and 
demanding, that he would either releafe the hof- 
tages, or come and give him battle. Du Guefcliti 
told him, he was Deady to fight if he would advance 

to 
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1:0 Nantc? where the treaty was conchided ; and *• C- 1374^ 
the carl fignified that he would meet him at Nantes, 
provided he would furnifii his troops with horfes 
for the march. This propofal being rejefted, the 
carl continued in his camp until the term of the 
capitulation was expired, and then entered Breft, 
which he fupplied with a reinforcement, provifions^ 
and neceffaries ; in confequcnce of which Du 
Guefclin fent the hoftages to prifon. Sir Robert 
Knolles repairing to his caftle of Derval, gave th^ 
French to underftand, that the place being hi.^ 
own inheritance, could not be given up without 
his leave ; and therefore he rejefted the capitula- 
tion, which had been made without his authority. 
At the expiration of the two months the duke of 
Anjou demanded the place, threatening to behead 
the hoftages in cafe of refufal. Knolles vowed re- 
taliation upon the French prifoners that were in 
his hands j and the duke putting his threats in 
execution, the other caufed three French knights 
and an efquire to be beheaded in fight of the 
befiegers, who forthwith abandoned the enter- 
prize. By this time the duke of Anjou and the 
conftable were fummoned to Paris, in order to op- 
pofe the progrefs of the duke of Lancafter, who 
began his march from Calais in the month of July, ExpeditioM 
with an army of thirty thoufand men ; and »« P«a«iy 
having ravaged the open country of Artois and ofuLtte* 
Picardy, without making any attempt upon the 
fortified places, which were well provided with 
garrifons and provifions, pafled through Cham- 
pagne, Burgundy, Beaujolois, Forez, and Au- 
vergne, into the province of Guienne, having 
been all the way attended by a body of French 
troops, which had orders to avoid an engage- 
ment. In order to defray the expencc of this ex- 
pedition and the enfuing campaign, a parliament 
was convoked gt Weftminfter in the nionth of 

November^ 
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A. c. 1374. November, when the lords and commons, after 
having conferred together, granted two fifteenths 
ft)r counties, and- as many tenths for boroughs, to 
be levied in two years, with an additional duty on 
merchandize •, though theCe aids were conditional, 
R^w"^' becaufe by this time a treaty was fet on foot at 

Bruges, under the pope's mediation. 
The duke As the count de Foix, whofe lands were a parcel 
cpntuiw pf ^^^ ancient dutchy of Aquit^ne, had hitherto 
Gafcojjy. obfervcd a ftridt neutrality, without giving afliftancc 
to either party, the duke of Anjou refolved" to com- 
pel him to a declaration j and taking the field im- 
mediately after Eafter, with the conftablc and the 
majority of the Gafcon lords, reduced Mont, de 
Marfon, compounded with the abbot of St. Sever, 
took Lourde by afTault, and entering Bearne, un- 
dertook the fiege of S^es, Here he concluded 
a truce with the count de Foix, who agreed to hold 
his county of the French, provided the Englilh 
(hould fail to meet them on the fifteenth day of 
Auguft, at Moiflac on the Tarn, to decide their 
pretentions in battle. After this agreement, the 
duke of Anjou returning to Perigeux, concluded 
a ceflation of arms with the duke of LancaJfter 
till the end of Auguft, at the inftances of the 
pope's legates : and it was ftipulated. That this 
lulpenfion fliould be prolonged by a fubfequent 
treaty, to he managed in the beginning of Sep- 
tember by Lancafter at Calais, ^d Anjou at 
St. Omen John of Ghent, confiding in this 
agreement, by which all a£ts of hoftility were 
fuipended, embarked for England in July, with 
the duke of Brittany, and the EngUfli noblemen 
who had ferved him in this expedition ; and the 
fduke of Anjou appearing at Moiflac on the day 
appointed, was admitted into the town, where 
he received the homage of the count de Foix. 
There he continued till the end of Auguft, when 
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alledging the truce was expired, he made himfelf a. c 137V 
mafter of La Reple, and forty towns and caftles 
lubmitted to him without oppofition ; in a word, 
he, widiout ftriking one blow, reduced the whole 
province of Gafcony, except Bayonne, Bourdeaux, 
Mortagne, Bergerac, and a few other places on the 
Dordogne. The duke of Anjou, having properly 
fecured his conqueft, repaired to St. Omer; and 
the truce was continued till the firft day of May in 
the fbllowing year. 

The conferences for peace at Bruges were ftill h^J^ , 
maintained in prelence 01 the pope s legates, tho facce6 m 
hitherto they had little reafon to believe they fhould Bnttmy. 
be able to effedt an accommodation : and, in the 
mean time, the caftle of Becherel in Brittany, 
which had been gallantly defended by Sir John 
Cornwal, was furrendered to the French by capi- a.c. 1375* 
tulation. John de Montfort, {ovcrcign of that 
country, accompanied by the earls of Cambridge, 
Marche, Warwick, Stafford, and Kent, fct fail 
from England in the beginning of May, with a 
confiderable body of forces, and landed at St. 
Mahe in Bretagne, which they took by aflault : 
the fame fate attended St. Pol de Lion ; but Mor- 
laix, Lannion, Lantpeguier, Roche-derien, Guin- 
gamp, and Roche-Bernard^ fubmitted without re- 
fiftance. Then he invefted St. Brien ; and Oliver 
de Cliflbn tried to make a diverfion, by undertaking 
the fiege of a fort lately erefted by Sir JohnDevreux, 
in the neighbourhood of Quimperly. Montfort im- 
mediately qui^tted St. Brien, and advanced againft 
Cliflbn :^ith fuch fecrecy and expedition, that he 
had no intimj^on of his march, until he was with- ^ . 
in two league* of his quarters ; fo that he fcarce 
had time to^ throw himfelf into Quimperly. The 
duke of Bretagne was extremely mcenfed ' againft 
.this officer, not only as his implacable and indefati- 
'gabk.cnemy, but aUb as author of all thbfe barbarous 
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^.c. 1375. cOunfels which had produced fo much bloodflied 
and defolation. It was by his advice that the ho- 
ftag^s of Derval were put to death. He had with 
his oWn hands affaffinated fifteen Engliflimen, who, 
at the reduction of Benon, had retired to a tower, 
and furrehdered upon capitulation : he had fworn, 
that he would never give quarter to any native oi 
that kingdom ; and fuch was the fanguinary dilpo- 
fition of the man,, that he was ftiled the Butcher of^ 
Brittany. Montfort approaching Quimperly, or- 
, deredan immediate affault to be given; but hisfol^ 
diers were repulfed by the valour or defpair of the 
defendants. The vifcomte de Rohan and the lord 
of Beaumanoir commanded the garrifon, and had 
given the duke fo many caufes of ojfFence, that they 
had very little hope of mercy. Finding it imprac- 
ticable to maintain the place againft the vigour of 
his aflaults, they and Cliflbn offered to furrender, 
on condition of being admitted to ranfom without 
lofs of life or limb •, but he infilled on their fur- 
rendering at difcretion. Then they fued for a truce 
of eight* days, at the expiration of which they would 
yield thenxfelves up, it not relieved in the interim. 
This requeft was granted, becaufe there was no 
profpeft of their being fuccoured •, yet in that in--' 
terval, the befiegers received advice of the truce 
concluded at Bruges, together with the duke of 
Lancafter*s orders to defift from all hoftilities. 
Montfort, facrificing his revenge to his honour, 
raifed the fiege immediately, and difmifling the 
Eriglifti troops, retired to Auray, The French were 
not fo punftilious with tefpeft to the garrifon of St. 
Sauveur, which, notwithftanding the fame kind of 
capitulation, were obliged to furrender, tho* they: 
Dln3!"*'^' claimed the benefit of the truce, which the befiegers 
Kyiner. interpreted to their own advantage. The FrencI^ 
court, however, being afliamed of the tranfadion,* 
*agre^4 ^<? F^V %^ thQ^jfaQc^ franks c;^ gold for th? 
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place, or in default of that payment, to deliver k ^C-«S7S» 
itito the hands of the legates for the ufe of the king 
p{ England. 

The truce was managed by the duke of Lan- Tmccbe- 
cafter, the earl of Salifbury, the bifhop of London^ f>mob an4 
and the lord John Cobham, as commiffioners from ^j"***- 
Edward ; the deputies of France were the dukes 
6f Anjoii and Burgundy, the count de Salebruce„ 
with the bilhops of Amiens and Bayeux. After 
much altercation and debate, they at length agreedi^ 
That all hoftilities ihould ceafe from the twenty-fe- 
venth day of June till the fifteenth of September c; 
That during this term there fhould be a free inter- 
courfe between the two nations : That all prifoners- 
fbould be releafed : That no new forts Ihould be 
erefted by either party ; but that they fhould aflift 
each other in fuppreffing robbery, murder, and other 
outrages: That Henry king of Caftile, and John. 
de Montfort duke of Brittany, fhould be compre- 
hended in this agreement : That hoftilities Ihould 
ceafe in Brittany ; and the forces of Edward and. 
Montfort be removed from that country, except 
two hundred rhen to guard the places which thcs 
duke ftill poiTefled : and laiUy, That the two kings. 
Ihould fend commiffioners to Bruges by the fif- 
teenth day of September, tp fettle the articles of a 
folid pacification. Rym*. 

This convention was deemed difhonourable in Edward*! 
England, where the people began to be very much 5^*^^,"' 
out of humour with the adminiflration. They faw 
the fruits of the money they had wafted, and. the 
blood they had fhed, almoft blafled ; they faw the 
Black Prince haftening to his grave, the nation go- 
verned by a kilavifh miniflry, and the great Edward 
funk inio dotage. He had outlived all his fpirit 
and magnanimity, and become the contemptibly 
flave of an infamous woman called Alice Ferrers, 
who had been a domeftic of his late virtuous queen 

Philippa, 
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A.c. 1375. Philippa, and married to William de Windfor, ^ 
one time lieutenant of Ireland. Edward was fo in- 
fatuated by the perfonal charms of this new idol, 
that he refigned himfelf wholly to her direftion ; 
and, in order to gratify her avarice, encouraged cer- 
tain corrupt praftices, which, in the vigour of his 
intellefts, he would have difdained to countenance* 
He was even fo weak as to convey to this aban- 
doned favourite the jewels and moveables of the 
queen Philippa : flie had the prefumption toprelide 
in the public courts of juftice ; fhe created and dif- 
placed minifters at her pleafure •, fo that no perfon 
of ability or virtue would be concerned in the admi- 

fljaln. ' niftration. The royal authority grew into contempt ; 

Tyrrei. the rcins of government were fliamefuUy flackened ; 
and the whole kingdom complained of mifmanage- 
ment and oppreflion. Robert king of Scotland 
had concluded a treaty with France, in which, 
among other articles, it was ftipulated. That no 
Frenchman fhould ferve againft Scotland ; nor any 
Scot enlift with the enemies of France. The Scottifh 
king accordingly recalled his fubjefts from the army 
of England ; and in fo doing gave fuch umbrage to 
Edward, that he iflued orders for arraying the nor- 
thern militia to repel the invafion which he feemed 
to think was meditated by the king of Scotland. 
Robert looked upon this preparation as a defign to 
invade his dominions, and arming in his own de- 
fence, a petty war enfued between the wardens of 
the Scottifh and Englifli Marches. The earls of 
Marche and Murray maflacred the Englilh at a fair 
in Roxburgh, in revenge for the death of a Scot 
who ,had been murdered in the fame place. The 
Englifh fell into Scotland, and plundered the eftate 
of Sir John Gordon, who indemnified himfelf by 
entering England, from whence he returned with a 
large booty, and Sir John Lilburn, whom ht had 
defeated and taken. Then the lord Piercy croffed 

the 
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the border with feven thoufand men, who were ^^^'*^7$ 
routed by a ftratagcm ; and Sir Thomas Mufgrave 
governor of Berwick was intercepted and made pri- 
foner by Sir John Gordon, on his march to join the 
lord Piercy. Thus the two nations carried on a 
kind of Ikirmifhing war til] the death of Edward. ThepatKa. 

The people of England refpefted their monarch ZZsln. 
even in his failings. They remembered the luftre drcfs of 
of his former conduft : they viewed the glories of f^rprofc!' 
his reign, and the vigour of his government j and cutesthe 
bore with his infirmities, until the efiefts of them vourito!* 
became pernicious to the commonwealth. The 
public treafure was' l^viftied without any advantage 
to the kingdom ; the revenues were embezzled \ 
the government had borrowed money at exorbitant 
intereft, and forced the king*s creditors to take the 
tenth, twentieth, and even the hundredth penny^ 
by way of comppfition : the fubjeds laboured un- 
der many other grievances, which the parliament 
now refolved to redrefs. It had been fummoned to 
meet on the twelfth day of February, but did not fit 
for the difpatch of bufinefs till the twenty-fourth 
day of April. Sir John Knivct the lord chancellor, 
having opened the affembly with a fpeech, in which 
he explained the preparations of France, and re- 
prefented the neceflity of granting an aid^to defeat 
the purpofes of that indefatigable enemy, the lords 
and commons having conferred together, conti- 
nued the fubfidy on wool and Ikins for three years 
longer than the term for which it had been grant- 
ed ^ and though they cxcuftd themfelves from raif* 
ing a larger fupply for the prefent, on account of 
the peftilence, murrain, an^ deftruftion of grain, 
under which the kingdom had for fome time la- 
boured, they declared ttey would grant another 
aid, in cafe any new caufe of expencc (hoold inter- 
vene. But before they provided for the ncceflities 
of the government, they made a warm remonftrance 
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A. c. 1375. ypon the grievances of the nation. They complain * 
ed of the embezzlement of the public treafure^ and 
ufurious contrails, which had been made by fome 
of the king^s officers, to the unfpeakable prejudice^ 
of the revenue. They defired the king would aug- 
ment his council to ten or twelve of the chief. pre- 
lates and nobility ; and ,that nothing of moment 
fhould be tranfafted without the advice and con- 
currence of four at teaft of that number : provided, 
neverthelefs* that the chancellor, treafurer, privy- 
feal, and the king's other officers, might perform 
their fund^ions independent of thofe couniellors. 
They likewife infifted upon the king's rcftraining 
his minifters and officers froni receiving gifts and 
preients, except their own penfions and perquifites : 
and they impeached feveral individuals for having 
raifed money illegally, and committed extortion in 
the exercife of their offices. Among thefe was 
Richard Lyon^ a merchant of London, who farmed 
the king's cuflonos : he was accufed of ufury, as 
well as of having fmuggled wool and different forts 
of merchandize, to other ports than Calais, where 
the ftaple was eftablifhed. Perhaps they would not 
have deemed him an objed worthy of their regard,^ 
had not they expeftcd he would have difcovered his 
abettors and connexion with fome of the greateft 
noblemen of the kingdom. John of Ghent himfelf 
was fufpefted g£ being concerned in thefe fraudulent 
and oppreffive practices j and tho* he efcaped on this 
occafion undifcovered, the lord Latimer, who w^ 
chamberlain and privy-counfellor to the king, was 
convifted of fuch clandeftine traffic, and other in- 
ftances of oppreffion and corruption. That noble- 
man made a very ftrong and diflinft defence ; but 
fuch was the antiminifterial fpirit of the parliament, 
that he was deprived of his employments, and con- 
fined in the Marfhalfea, until he fhould pay a fine 
qf twenty thoufand marks. Other offenders, of 
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dklercntifegftKS, ^pnsre prdecuted at the fame time; ^^* M75; 
and, among the reft, the favotrrite Alice Ferrers, 
againfl whom a pardcuhr ordmanoe was levelled^ 
fbr bidding all women, and ber in particular, to 
Ibdlicit bufinefs perfonally in the king's courts of 
judicature ^ nay, fhe was a6hially baniffaed before JJ^?- , 
the end ctf the leffion. * 

At this period, the Englifli loft their darling ^^^!*^**« 
prince csf Wales, wJiO, after having beoi emaci- pn^f 
ated by a lingering difbemper, died at the palace of 
Weftminfter, in the forty -iixth year of his age, to 
the vmwterable forrow of his father, and the deep-- 
fdt Ttgrei of the whole nation, which had flattered 
ftfelf with the profped of uninterrupted happinefs 
uinder the reign of fuch an accoimplifhed fbrereign. 
inftances of his generoiity and moderation we have 
already recorded ; and fuch was his military prowefs, 
that all E^arope coniidered him as the moft invih* 
cible hero of the age in which he lived. He never 
fought a bittle that he did not gain ; nor under* 
tocrfc an entcrprife in which he did not fucceed. The 
foldiers loved him to a degree of enthufiafm ; and 
jdways fought under his* banner with an afilirance 
cf viftory, which no odds could Jcflcn, and no 
accidents difappoint *• His affability, politenefi, 
pSieaty, clemency^ and liberal difpofition, have been 
celebrated by different htftorians. But, after all fnO^itt, 
thefe €BCOmitims, if we may be allowed to judge 
from the tfanfaftions of his life, we fhaU pronounce 
his charader rather ftriking than amiable, and not 
fo much the objed of love, as the theme of admi-* 
ration. The particular inftances of his clemency 
have not been handed down ; unlefs we beftow that 
title on iirs behaviovir 4U l^ajara, where he pre* 

• JolmdeGieJl!jr,Captaldeftuc1ie, iflg to fatTive fiis fevered ma/lery 

was fo affected with the tidinp of hU from whole hitereft and ferrict tht 

deaths that he is faid to have refufed court of )r'nuieehad tried in rain tt> 

hh food, and pined away in his con- induce him, . b^ offers Of extTaordipaiy 

fincmcn; at Paris, unable or ttnwill- prefermifttt, 
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A. c. 1376. vented Pedro from maflkcring his fbbjedts in cool 
blood. But we find him cojnmitting terrible de- 
vaftatiohs, in his march from Bourdeaux to the 
Loire, through a dcfencckfs country. We fee him 
efpoufmg the caufe of a brutal monfter, who ought 
to have been hunted down as the foe oiF the human 
kind: oppreffing the fubjefts of Guienne into re- 
volt and rebellion ; arid afterwards putting the in- 
habitants of Limoges to the fword, without diftinc- 
tion of age, fex, or condition. Even his military 
talents feem to have been confined to an impetuofity 
of perfonal valour ; for he planned no fcheme that 
denoted a great extent of capacity or invention, 
but, on the contrary, entangled himfelf, even in that ' 
expedition which produced his greateft glory, with 
fuch temerity of indifcretion, that nothing but the 
enemy's folly and precipitation could have prevent- 
ed his ruin or captivity : ^ in that cafe he would have 
beenjuftly blamed for his mifconduft; and Poi- 
tiers, which proved the confummation of his re- 
nown, would have turned out the fcene of his dif- 
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Richald ^ ^^^ parliaiTient, which adored the memory of 

created the Black Pfince, defired they might have an op- 

y/1usf portunity to pay their duty to his fon Richard, 

Influence * as hcir apparent to the crown •, and, in an ad- 

of thf dukf d^^^s ^o ^^^ ki"g^ petitioned that he might be cre- 
of Lancafter. atcd prince of Wales, and have the honours which 
his father had enjoyed. Mean while both houfes 
attended the hearfe of that beloved prince to Can- 
terbury, where his obfoquies were folemoized with 
great magnificence : artd after the funeral, Rich- 
ard was by patent created prince of Wales, duke 
of Cornwall and earl of Chcftcr. He was invefted 

* Edward acquired the iurname of fancy ; and Richard, born at Bourde • 

the B.l'ack Prince, fr( in the miiery he anx, viho fuccecded his grandfather on 

iatalleJ upon the French nation. He the thfcne of England. And bcfidCg 

was buried in the cathedral of Canter^ tlicfe, he is faid to have had a naturaj 

tury. He had two legitimate fons, fon, called Sir Roger dc Clarendon, 

n4mcly,.Edvvard, wiio died in his ia- Walfmuham, Thorn, Frolflart". 
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with all his father's honows and lands, except thofc ^•^- '^v^* 
that were afllgned to his mother as her dower; 
and, in the beginning of the next year, he received 
the order of the garter. This adKve parliament pe- 
titioned that juftices of the peace might be named' 
by the lords and knights who reprefented the coun- 
ties in parliament ; that they might be fworn before 
the king's council ; that they (hould not be removed 
without confent of parliament ; and that they might - 
be allowed appointments for fubfiftance.. The king,! 
thinking this demand encroached upon his prero- 
gative, replied, that he and his council would ap- 
point juftices of the peace, and take into conHdera- 
tion the other part of their propofal. The demands' 
of the parliament feemed to increafe in proportion 
to the condefcenfion of the miniftry -, and theoppo- 
fition became fo troublefome^ that the duke of 
Lancafter, who now governed the kingdom, was 

glad of an opportunity to put an end to the feflion, 

Edward had by this retired to Elthamin Kent^ 
where he entirely divefted hirtifelf of tbe cares of 
government, and feemed to indulge his forrow for 
the lofs of his eldeft fon. John of Ghent being a. c. 1377. 
declared regait of the kingdom, infin'uated himfelf 
into the favourof the princeifs of Waies^ who refided 
with her fon Richard at Kennington in Sarry -, and 
he adlcd in concert with Alice Ferrers, who now 
regained all her former inflxadnce. At her inftiga- 
tion, the regent imprifoned Sir Peter de la Mere, 
who had fpoken with great freedom againft her in 
the late parliament : for the fame reafon the earl of . 
Marche was deprived of iiis marechal's ftafF, which 
was given to the lord Piercy •, and all the tempora- 
lities of William of Wickham, ^bifhop ofWin- 
chcfter, fciTjeduponfrivolous pretences. -Then they 
began to. take meafiires for chufing another parlia- 
ment, of a, complexion different from that of the 
laftj and' th^y fucccedcd in their endeavours. It 
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A.c. 1377. was iummoned to meet on the twenty- fevcath day 
of January > and, in the incertm, conferences for a 
peace were c vried oa at Brug«&» tho* with'very little ; 
profpeft of foccefs : for the French king deoianded 
the t^eftitution of Calais, and the repayment of great 
part of his father's ranfom« Edward not only rc- 
f^fed thefe demands, but even infifted upoa France's 
renouncing all claims to the fovere^nty of Gui- 
enne. The truce» however, was prolonged to the 
fifft dsiy of April ; and the court of England filled 
the * n^tiofi with alarms of invafion from France, 
Spaia^ and Scotland. The miniftry likewife fo- 
mented the difconcema of the people with refpeA to 
papal uibrpations *, and cherifhed a fpirit of refent- 
mem againffl all foreigners without diftin6tion. 

C6mpiai' ' The nfiw parliament granted a confiderable Tub* 

f^^arHa- ^^V^ ^f ^^X ^ poll tax, which was even extended 
»cnt. Riot to all tiie clergy, except ribe mendicant friars : but, 
in Union. ^ ^j^ ncccffities of the court would not adniii of 
a delay, until this aid could be colleftcd,. the mi- 
mfters demanded a loan of four thoufand pounda 
from the dty of London,' which refufed to advance 
the money. This refufal was refented in fuch a 
manner by the court, that Adam Staple was re- 
moved from the mayoralty by a ipecial mandamus, 
and Sir Richard Whitdngton appointed as his fuc- 
ccflbr in that office. The commons manifefted 
their complaifence to the miciftry, not only in the 
fupplifes which they readily granted, but alfo in re- 
verfing a great many uncourtly refclutions which 
had been taken in the preceding parliament. The 
fentcnce pronounced againft lord Latimer was re- 
voked i Lytm was pardoned ; and Ahce Ferrers re* 
ftored to all. her fornier rights, privikgesi, and cftate, 
on pretence that ifae had nerer been tried before 
the parhament for the mifdemeanours hid to her 
charge. The citizens of London prefented fereral 
petiti(X)& cottcerning their tuade, and the choice of a^ 

coro- 
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coron^er i md thefe being difregsurded by the {duke ^' ^- » J^". 
of JLancaft^r and the miniftry, the city was filled 
with clamouFs and difcointem. The enemies of the 
duke induftrioufly cir^^ulated idle ftories, importing 
that he* had advifed the king to aholiih the govern- 
ment of the city» and reduce it under the authority 
of the lord marechaU who, by his behaviour, ieemed 
to coAfirm this fvifpictoii ; for he ordered a perfon 
to be arrefted and imprifoncd in his own houfe, 
though it ftood within the Ubcf<^ of London. 
This outrage, added to their former r^fentment, in- 
cenfed the populace to fuch a degree of fury, that 
a general riot enfued. They pluqdored and de- 
At'oyed the houfe of the lord marechalt and would 
have facrificed him to their revenge, had they found 
hioi in his own habitation. Luckily for him, he 
happened to dine that day with the duke of Lan- 
cafter, at the houfe of a fordgn merchant, in a 
dtiferent part of the city. Difappointed in chi$ part 
qf their expectation, the multitude proceeded to the 
piilace of the Savoy, belonging to the regent, which 
they immediately ftripped of all its rich furniture, 
after having murdered a prieft who ventured to 
blame their proceedings. Their iocention was to 
ha^e relqaftd Sir Peter de h Mere, and deftroy the 
duke of Lancafter -, but, finding neither, they hung 
up the arms of John reverfed, as belonging to a 
traitor} and would have committed much nK>re 
terrible outrages, had not they been pacified by the 
biihop of London, whofe perfon they revered. The 
duke and the marechal haftened to Kennington, to 
advife with the princefs of Wales ; who, being very 
popular in the city, fent thither four knights of hctr 
dometftics oo expoftulate with the rioter^, and repre^ 
fmt the iakiuity and ill ooi^iequences of their pro* 
fDeediJig^. They forthwith did&iled, in obedience to 
her commands ^ but defired the knights to tell the 
duke of Lancafter, they expelled tlie bilhop of 
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A. c. J377. Winchefter and Sir Peter dc la Mere fhould be tried 
according to the laws of their country. ' Then the 
magiftracy fent a deputation to affure his majefty, 
thdt they had ufcd their utmoft endeavours to pre- 
vent this difturbance. The king received them gra- 
cioufly, and admitted of their excufe i but the duke 
was fo incenfed at the prefumption of the populace, 
and the injury he had fuftained in* his eflfeds, that 
he not only exafted a fubmiflion from the chief ci- 
tizens, but alfo deprived the mayor and aldermen 
of their offices, and filled their places with his own 

Tyrrel. ^ * 

' creatures. 

^?Maw1)f ^ '^^ prolongation of the truce with France being 
king Ed- expired, the militia of England received orders to 
^"^' be in readinefs to oppofe an invafion, for which the 
French were fuppofed to be making preparations. 
They had aftually drawn down their forces towards 
the fea-fide; but, inftead of embarking for Eng- 
land, they inverted the ftrong fort of Outwick, in 
the neighbourhood of Calais, commanded by Wil- 
liam Wefton, who furrendered almolt without op- 
pofition •, but Sir Hugh Calverly , governor of Calais^ 
foon retook this fortrefsj and ravaged the adjoining 
territories of France, from which he carried ofF a 
confiderable booty. This was the laft exploit per- 
formed by the £ngli(h in the reign of Edward, who 
had lately removed from Eltham to Sheen in Surry, 
where he funk into unmanly indolence, and gave 
himfelf up to the enjoyment of loofe defire in the 
arms of his favourite con^cubine. His conftitution 
had been impaired by the fatigues of his youth 5 fo 
that he began to feel the infirmities of old age be- 
fore they approach in the common courfe of nature : 
and now he was feized with a malignant fever, at-x 
tended with erruptions, that foon put a peridd to his 
life. When his diftemper became fo violent that 
no hope of his recovery remained, all his attend- 
9i>ts forfook him, 4s a bankrupt no longer able to 
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requite their fervices 5 the ungr^tefd Alice, waiting ^- ^- '37»* 
until fhe perceived hitn in the agonies of death, was 
ib inhuman as to ftrip him of his rings and jewels, 
' and leave him without one domeftic to clofe his 
eyes, and do the lail offices to his breathlefs coarfe. 
In this deplorable condition, bereft of comfort and 
afliftance, the mighty Kdward lay expiring, when 
a pried, not quite fo favage as the reft of his do- 
meftics, approached his bed \ and, finding him ftill 
breaching, began to adminifter fome fpiritual con- 
folation to his foul. Edward had not yet loft all 
perception : what then muft have been his reflec- 
tion, when he found himielf thus abandoned and 
* forlorn in the laft moments of his life ? He was 
juft able to exprefs a deep fenfe of forrow and con- ^^' ^'«*- 
trition for the errors of his conduft, and died pro- t^^' 
nouncing the name of Jefus. Such was the piteous 
and obfcure exit of Edward III. undoubtedly one 
of the greateft princes that ever fwayed the fceptcr 
of Englahd: whether we refpefl: him a^ a warrior 
or lawgiver, a monarch or a man. He poilefled 
the courage and romantic fpirit of Alexander •, the 
penetration, the fortitude, the polifhed manners of 
Julius i the munificence, the liberality, the wifdom 
of Auguftus Casfar. He was talJ, majeftic, finely 
Ihaped, with a piercing eye and aquiline vifage. He 
excelled all his cotexnporaries in feats of arm3 and 
perfonal addrefs. He was courteous, affable, and 
eloquent ; of a free deportment, and agreeable con- 
verfation : and had the art of commanding the af- 
fedtion of his fubje(9!s without feeming to follicit por 
pularity. He was a cdnftitutional knight-errant; ' 
and his example difFufed the fpirit of chivalry thro' 
the whole nation. In imitation of the youthful mo- 
narch who delighted in tilts and tournaments, every 
individual betook himfelf to the exercife of arms, 
every breaft glowed with emulation, every heart 
panted with the thirft of glory j and when he took 

the 
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A.c.i37t. the field, there was not a foMier in his army who 
did not ferre from fentiment, and fight for reputa- 
tion. The love of glory was certainly the predo- 
minant paffion of Edward, to the gratification of^"^ 
which he did not fcruple to facrifice the feelings of 
humanity, the lives of his fubjefts, and the intereft 
ef his country. And nothing could have induced 
or enabled his people to bear the load of taxes with 
which they were encumbered in this reign, but the 
love and admiration of his perfon, the fame of his 
Viftories, and the excellent Jaws and regulations 
which the parliaments enafted with his advice and 
concurrence *. 

* He was biurled In Wcftmhifttt- had alteady hate to him fcveral Ulfgl- 
ibhcy^ sear his ^ucen philippa, by timate children. The fifth ifan qf 
whom he had fcven Tons and five daugh- Edward was Edmund de Lan^ey, ^rj 
ters, namely, Edward the Black Prlnccj of Cambridge, and afterwards duke of 
WUHam of Hatfield, who died in the Voik; the fixth was William of 
cradle } hionid of Antwerp, duke of Wind^, who dtfd in his infancy ; and 
CIareQce,who married Elizabeth^l^eirefs the feventh T^o^as of Woodftoke. 
of WjlUam de Burgh earl of Ulfter. He The daughters were, Ifabel, m^urried 
was afterwards married toYolalnte,fifter to Enguerrand de Coucy, created earl 
toJohACalcazoVifconttdtike of Milan; ^ Redford; josifl, who died of the 
nnd by her he had one daughter called P^a^e at Ipoqrd^aux j , Planche, who 
Philippa, who was matched witliEd- died in her infancy j Mary, matched 
mund Mortimer carl of Marches Ed- with John de Montfort duke of Bre- 
Ivatd's IbuFt . ion was John of Ghent, tagne j and Margaret, married to John 
w|u) married Bl^cl^edat^ier and co* Haftin^s earl vf Pembroke. Edward i« 
)ieir of Henry duke of Lancailer, tQ faid to have had two natural Children^ 
which title he fuccecded ; hi^ fecond John BaldaC, and Ifabella, married to 
wffe.was Conftance, eldeft daughter of Saneho Martinez de Leiva, a Spanifh 
Pedro the Cpiel, king of Caftiie, in i|p|>lenian, who in her right qyaitered 
wKofe right he aflromed thearmiani. th^ EngHih anps in ^is efcutcheon. 
title of that crown ; after her death Fabian, Walfingha^i, Rymer, Sand- 
he married Catharine Stirinford, who fon). 
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Of the church. 
From the d€^th of Henry HI. to the death of 

Edward III. 

TH E ecclefiaftical hiftory of this period turnt Jg^^*^*",^ 
chiefly upon the difputes between the crown Uv^tXht 
of England and the peases, who, iinoe the fliamcful ^'^ ^'^ 
refignation of king John, had ahrays looked upon ^^^ 
thia €X)uno:y as a tributary kingdom and conquered 
province, which they had a right to rule and im.^ 
pQveri&. The En^ifh peopk, under the rei^n of 
die firft Edward, found the Roman yoke ft) intiole'* 
nblty that they begun to concert meafures for re^ 
xkeming thcmfelves from fuck infamous ilavery, 
though not before they bad, by repeated complaints, 
reprefented their grievances to the court of Rome i 
aad folidt)cd in vain for refireft. They complained 
of the frequent appeals that obliged individuals to 
go and exbauft their time and money in foliciting 
caufes at the court of Rome y and tirat the pope 
had ufurped the coUattoo of alnK)(l all the benefices 
of the kingdom, contrary to the r^hts of the king^ 
the chapters, and patrons. Spmetimes his hohnc&, 
from the plenitude of his apoftolic power, referved 
to himfelf the right of filling all the vacaocses 
which arofe from tranflation, death of the in cum* 
benty or. any other caufe whatfoever; by which 
ineans thofe pontifis eluded all the canonical dec* 
tions in England, without advancing any other 
reafon, but that they had referved to themfehres 
beforehand the nght of filling up the benefice. 
They had certainly formed thedefignofengrofling, 
by little and httle, the collation to all the ecclefi^ 
afticid livings in the kdngdom^ for, when they 
could not decently protend to have made fiich a 

refer- 
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referyation of a right to nominate, they generally 
found focne obje(Sion to the eledl, and appointed 
another in hir room ; but as thofe who had beenxra- 
jnonically clefted were always fupported by the kings 
of England, the popes found means to evade this 
oppofition, in conferring biihoprics and benefices 
before they were vacant, by provifion, which the 
Englifh people confidcred as an;unfufFcrable griev- 
ance. This was the more provoking, as the bene* 
^ fices beftow^d by the pope's plenitude of power 

were generally granted to foreigners, cardinals, or 
their kinfraen, who, by virtue of a difpenfation, 
enjoyed the revenues without redding in the king- 
dom. Thcfc benefices were generally farmed by 
people who employed curates at very .fmall falaries :. 
the fervice was negleded ; the churches went to 
ruin ; all hofpitality was bani(hed ; and the prac- 
tice of inftruding people in the duties of the chri- 
ftian religion, intirely neglefted. Befides thefe in*- 
convcniencies, the money was carried .out of the; 
kingdom^ to the infinite prejudice of the natives ;• 
an hardfhip that will.'appear to have been the more 
fevere, if we confid^r that in the reign of Henry 
' III, the. income . whick foreign ecdefiaftics drew 
from England exceeded the royal revenue. The 
popes frequently impofed taxes on the Englifli 
clergy ; fometimes on pretence of crufades •, fome- 
times to relieve the neceflities of the holy fee ; and 
often by grantinjg uthes to the king,. who gratified 
his holinds with fhare of the plunder. The clergy 
of England was obliged to maintain legates and 
nuncios at a great expence, over and above pre- 
fcnts and; procurations, which they extorted by 
virtue of the pope's authority : the annates orfirft- 
fruits of all benefices, were payed to the roman 
pontiflrj St. Peter's penny was levied with great 
rigour ; and the tribute incurred by king John 
was confidered as a moft fcandalous oppreflion. 

At 
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At the fame time the clergy induftrioufly en- and between 

■11 t . •! ^ J • r the fecular 

croached upon the civil power and prerogatives of and fpirimai 
the fovereign : they extended their jurifdiitiph over j"'*<ii^ion* 
all matrimonial caufes ; they took cognizance of 
every difputc in which religion could in any fhape 
be interefted ; and, inftead of fupporting the rights 
and prerogatives of the crown, they always efpoufed 
the intereft of the pope, whom they affefted to con- 
fider as their only fovereign. Thefe are the prin- 
cipal grievances which the kings and parliaments of 
England endeavoured, from to time to time, to 
redrefs, by occafional ftatutes and ordinances, which 
furniflied the popes with a pretext to complain in 
their turn, that the church was in danger, and the 
caufe of God negledled and betrayed. Pope Cle- 
ment V. in a bull, inferted among the public a<5ls» 
enumerates the following caufes of complaint againft 
the conduft of the EngHlh government : the cardi- 
nals were not allowed to enjoy the prebendaries be- 
(towed upon them, as perfons ordained by God to 
bear a (hare in the fatigue of the government of the 
church. * Though the pope had inconteftably the 
right to confer benefices in England, as well as in 
other dominions, thofe for whom he provided were 
not allowed to take pbfleffion, nor even to excom* 
municate fuch as had the prefumption to oppoie their 
endeavours to avail themfelves of their right. The 
citations iffued from Rome on this fubjed:, were 
difrcgarded : notaries were forbid to publilh thenx, 
and the natives to anfwer any appeals out of the 
kingdom. The pope*s nuncios Were prohibited 
from exercifing their funftions until they Ihould 
have received the king's licence ; and fome of them 
had been confined in public prifons, from whence 
they had been o^lig^d to purchafe their neleafe with 
confiderable fums of money. The magiftrates 
would not fuffer excommunicated perfons to be 
inprifoned, even after the forty days allowed them i 

to 
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to givte fatisfa6tion to the church. The king fre- 
quently inhibited ecclefiaftical courts from taking 
cognizance of caufes that properly belonged to their 
province ^ and even deprived diem o£ jurifdiftioft 
over the members of the ckrgy, without ccmfider- 
ing that . ecclefiafttcs are altogether independent of 
lay-tribunals. Clerks were condemned in lay-*, 
courts, even without the confent of their fuperiors: 
they were obliged to appear in their (hirts before 
dvil tribunals, in deliance of their immunities ^ 
and though they were remitted to the ecclefiaftical 
court, when reclaimed, they were frequently ac- 
quitted and rdeafed by lay-judges, beft>rc the eccle^ 
fiaftical court had taken cognizance of the affair. 
Clerks were acquitted or condemned by juries of 
laymen. The nobility of the kingdom frequently 
opprefled the abbeys, by lodging in them at a great 
cxpence, under the frivolous pretext, that the mo- 
naileries had b6en founded by their anceftors. Dur- 
ing the vacancy of abbeys, thofe whom the king 
appointed to take charge of them damaged the pre- 
mifes and wafted the income ^ and finally the cri-^ 
bute of a thoufand marks due to the holy fee wa3 
not payed tx> the pope, but converted to other 
ufes. 

Thefe wetic the caufes of complaint reciprocally 
urgfcd againft each other, by the courts of Eng^ 
land and Rome, and the fubjeft upon which divers 
laws and regulaticms were enafted, as the intereft of 
either chanced to predominate. At the death of 
" Boniface archbilhop of Canterbury, the moi>k$ 
clefted their prior William Chiltenden, who goii^g 
hi perfim to Kome, in order to foUicit the pope's 
approbation, was perfuaded of his own want of 
capacity to exercife that funftion i he accordingly 
reugned the archbilhopric, which tht pope conferred, 
upon Robert Kilwarby, a black friar. This tranf* 
aftfon happening while Edward I. was inPalcftinefc 

the 
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the guardians of the kingdom acquiefced in the 
nomination of his holinefs, though they proteft'cd 
againft any fuch proceedings for the future ^ and 
the monks, in order to preferve their privilege, con- 
firmed Robert by a new eledion. Edward, in his 
return from the Holy Land, affifted at the council 
of Lyons, where a new aid was granted fpr that 
fervice ; and his holinefs fent over a nuncio to col- 
left tt from the ecckfiaftics of England. In the 
third year of Edward a famous ftatute was enafted 
at Weftminfter, providing, that a clerk apprehended 
for felony ihall be delivered to the ordinary, if de-. 
mainded, according to the privilege of the holy 
church. In a fubfequent {)arliament at the fame 
place, it was enaded, after a canon pailed in the 
lecond council of Lyons, that every perfon twice 
married Ihould be utterly deprived of all clerical 
privileges ; and that although they were bigamifts 
even before this conftitution, juflice Ihould be exe* 
cuted upon them as upon other laymen. But this 
law was repealed m the fequel. 

Kilwarby being created a cardinal and biihop of Riinrarby 
Oporto, was obliged to abdicate his archbilhopric ; ^/^^^^ 
ami the monks of Canterbury chofc in his room bury created 
Robert Burnel bi/hop of Bath and WelJs, who being l^'^'^^;^*^* 
difagreeable to the court of Rome, the p(^ filled by Peck- 
the fee with John Peckham, a Francifcan friar; J^^Ifevli 
and Edward did not think proper to difpute hb no- canons 
mination. When this prelate arrived in England, Tbu^d^o" 
he convoked a provincial fynod at Reading, in«^okc 
which he confirmed the decrees of the council of^^,,^ ^j^. 
Lyons againft pluralities ; then he paffed feveral veru 
canons diredly levelled againft the royal preroga- 
tive, denouncing fentence of excommunicaciort 
againft thofe who fhould obtain orders from the 
king to hinder certain caufes from being carried inccn 
the ecclefiaftical court: againft tho^ magiftrates 
who fixould refufe to imprifon excommunicated ' 

perfons 
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pcrfdns after the^forty days granted by the canons j 
againft thofe who fhbuld encroach upon the lands 
of the clergy; and all who (hould fell provifiona to 
the archbimop of York within the province of 
Canterbury. ' This lafl: cinon was contrived to 
terminate the difpute between the two archbifhops 
abeiit carrying the crofs, and had it taken place the 
prelate of York would have found fome difficulty 
'in attending the parliament at London. Edward 
no fooner vindetftood the purport of thefe regula- 
tions than he ordered Peckham to be fummoned 
before him and his council in parliament, where he 
revoked thofe canons which fcemed to trench upon 
the prerogative of the crown ; and they were ac- 
cordingly annulled and abohflied. The next pro- 
vincial fynod was held at Lambeth, at which the 
regulars refufing to attend, were profecuted and 
punilhed by the archbifliop.. This council was 
convened to review and reinforce the former con- 
ftitutions, and eftablifli fome points of fpeculatiVe 
doftrine touching the adminiftrat\pn of the facra- 
ment under one fpecies. Peckham is diftinguiflied 
by the fcvcrity of his ecclefiftical difcipline, the 
fcrupulous aufterity of his own conduft, and his 
unfhaken attachment to the immunities of the 
church as well a^to the papal authority. He cen- 
fured fome opinions of one Knapwell, as heretical 5 
and among others, his aflerting the authority of the 
fcriptur^s over that of the pope and the fathers. 
He afterwards publifhed a fet of articles to be ob- 
ferved by all the parilh-priefts of his jurifdifton 

, . and diocefe, regulating their morals, and recom- 

mending the. faithful difcharge of their paftoral 
functions. Several diocefan fynods were held* in 
difierent^parts for thefe laudable purpofes, anddne 
in. particular at Exeter, for enforcing the coiiftitu- 
tions of Otho, Ottobon, and the late fynod at LSm* 

Thorn, ' ijeth, touching the adoration of the eucharift. 

; Afteir 
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- After Pcckham's death, the archbilhopric of Can- ^^^^ 
terbury was vacant for two years, and then the ii ^mJud 
monks of Chrift's church clefted Robert Winchcl- ^^^^ 
fey, who was confirmed by the king and the pope. 
He (et out for Rome to fbllicit the pall and confir* 
mation, and during his abfence Edward demanded 
that aid of the clergy which has been already mea«^ 
tioned in the hiftory of his reign. Robert, being 
informed of this oppreflion^ obtained from Boni- 
face a bull, prohibiting the clergy, on pain of ex- 
commtinication, from paying taxes to the croWn, Ryaer, 
without the cOnfent of his holinefs ; and this was 
the fource of that diflfenfion between .the king and 
the clergy, which laft body at length prevailed in 
the confirmation of the great charter, impowering 
the archbifliops and bifhops to denounce the fen*, 
tence of excommunication againft all infra&ors of 
the public liberty. About this period the Mino* 
xites of England offered to pay forty thoufand 
crowns of gold, as a confi deration for a bull, im- 
powering them to purchafe eftatcs, and live upon 
the revenues of ttieir order. The pope underftand* 
ing, that the money was depofited in the hands of 
a banker at Rome, feized the prize, for which he 
gave acquittance and abfblution to the banker, an4 
difmiffed the deputies without granting their re- 
^ueft. The archbifliop Winchelfey held a provin- 
cial fynod at Mcrton, in which feveral confti^u- 
tions were enafted for the better regulation of the 
clergy •, and, in the mean 'time, Edward having 
jnade a conqueft of Scotland, filled up the vacant 
fees of that kingdom. Lamerton was created bi^^ 
fliop of Glafgow, notwithftandingthe oppofitionof 
the Culdies or Black Monks, who had always en- 
joyed the right of eleftion. The conceflions which 
Edward had been obliged to make by the neceflity 
of his afiairs, encouraged the pope to make furthei: 
encroachments. He invcfted William de Gainbo- i 
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rough, who had been promoted to the fee of Wof- 
ceftdr, with the temporalities as well as with the 
fpiritualkies of the diocefe j but the king, whofc 
affairs had by thi» time taken a more favourable 
turn, not only obKged the prelate to renounce tht 
fclaufe in the bull, touching the temporalities* but 
ordered him to be fined in a thoufand pounds, fof 
having accepted fuch a grant. 
He oppof« '^^^ difpute between the pope and , the French 
the king, king rendefing Edward a necefikry ally to his hxAi- 
StrfoTerffe ^cfs, who was z nativc of Bourdeaux, he rcfolved 
, popcofhigh- to humble the clergy wha had joined the great lords 
tfti(<ai. j^ oppofing his arbitrary laaeafures* Winchtlfcy 
was accufed of having engaged in a confpiracy to 
dethrone the king in. favour of the prince of Wales ; 
and knowing he lay at the mercy of his majefty^ 
he was deferted by all his focmer refolution. He 
kneeled, wept, fupplicatcdv eiiibraced the knees^ 
and implored the bleffing of Edward, who, having 
nothing placable or foi^ving in his temper* re- 
proached him bitterly for his paft condudi:, and told 
him he (hould be judged by an ecclefiaftical tribu- 
nal. He accordingly entered a formal complaint 
againft him with the pope, for crimes amounting ta 
high-treafon : and his holinefs being rendered pro- 
pitious by the prefent of fomegold plate, fummoned 
the archbifliop to Rome, fufpended him from the 
execution of his office, and fent commiffioners to 
jfeize his temporalities. Winchelfey, being thus 
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs, repaired to courts 
and begged Edward would allow him to go abroad,, 
and grant him a fafe-guard and proteAion for his 
peffbn. The kirtg ordering the door of his cham- 
ber to be thrown open, that every body might come 
in and hear the anfwer he intended to make, " We 
grant you (faid he^ a paffport to go beyond feas ^ 
but you Ihall hkve no fafe-guard or pi-otedtion for 
yourrcturn : we remember your intrigues and trea- 

ionable 


fonaWc pr4iSice$ ; out of re vjcrence for St. Thomas 
and the x:hurch over which you prcfide^ we have 
ddajied takiijg ycngcjince upon you by virtup of 
Gurowj) power ; but have remitted you to the pope, 
.whO) we truft^ will revepge Q,ur injuries, and t;reac 
you a$ yQU ydjcferye : yfe exdudc yQU from our pro- 
te<Skion and cleinency j you have been always mer- 
cilcis, and bave no titje to mercy /^ Such an h^rih Thom. 
r€ply muft hav,e beep ewrcn>cly mordfyine, and 
dojubtjefs iotimid^ted the archbiihop. Such was 
thie inveteracy cf the Icing's revenge, that the monks 
of Canterbury Xereejefted frojm their convent, for 
haying itr^.aced him with common huojanity in his . 
di&rm j gnd the bifliop pf Winchelitcr was divefted 
of iiis liejgipQraUties,, and deprived qF the jking's 
. pcocediQin, bec^u^ he interceded for the metro- 
politan, ,aad chanced 10 call him bis lord in the 
pourfeofhis tajcdi^tipn. WheoWinchelfeyappe^ned 
ac Ronie* th^ pope ;re^ted hixn with equal le-^ 
verity i and* in all likelihood, jbis ruin would haye 
b^tn inevics^ble, had not a difpuce happened between 
Jiis boJineii And Edwar^ about the temporalities of 
■the (ee, w^hjch the king retained in his own handj^ 
iiotwithftaa4ing the rempnftrances of the nuncios 
wbo had ..been ient pver fpr the admin^ftratiqn of the 
.diocefe. Hishplinefs, ntettjed ^it Edward's inters ^ 
feriag ojn this occ^Gpn, remoyed the fpiritual fuf- 
peafiua ; and even chcin he re/ufed .to re^orc the 
temporalities, until the pope infifted upon his right 
£0 ftrcauoufly, that the king, rather than run the 
rifk of .an ppqn rupture, agreed, th^t the profits of 
-the fequeftr^apn ihottld be payed into the hands of 
.his agent, prpv.ided he would give ^ fair account 
of what iCbpuld be received- Rymer.^ 

. From this period the good underftanding between Proc^edijigi 
-the courts of i^ome and England (ecmed to decrease >« p*'^"- 
till the death of Edward, . though Winchelfey ftill ^["^^ i 
.continue in difgrace. In theJaft parliament of his ®i**f' »8**<« 1 

E 2 reign, ^ "^ 
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Tclgn, convened at Carlifle, the remarkable ftatute 
De Afportatis Religioforum was enaded, in confc- 
quenceof the remonftrance and conxplaint of the 
barons and laity, who Vcprefented, that the fupc- 
riors of the feveral orders refiding on the conti- 
nent, had made a practice of crofling into England i 
and, under pretence of vifitation, exaded feveral 
contributions from the houfes of their refpeftivc 
orders eftabliflied in this kingdom. That fame 
parliament deliberated upon the exadbions of the 
pope, which were managed by his nuncio Tefta. 
They were digefted into feven articles, giving an 
account of the great number of the beft fpiritual 
preferments, which the pope had granted by way 
of provifion to Italians, foreigners, and non- 
refidents, in prejudice and dilherifon of the found- 
ers, benefa£tors, and fuch as had the rights of ad vow* 
fon ; of the rents and revenues of religious houfes, 
which the pope intended to apply to the ufe of 
divers cardinals ; of the firft fruits of vacant bene- 
fices, refervcd to the pope, and colleded with the 
utmoft rigour ; of the Peter- pence exaded to treble 
the original value; of legacies for pious ufes, ex- 
torted Tom teftators, exadted by the authority of 
the fee of Rome, and converted to other ufes, con*' 
trary to the intention of the teftator ; of the illegal 
recovery of debts, by bribing the pope's clerks to 
fummon and dillrain the creditor, to the diiherifon 
of the king and his crown ; and of legacies be-* 
queathed in general terms, which the pope and 
clerks iniquitoufly appropriated to themfelves, or 
converted to ufes contrary to the will of the de- 
ceafed. Tefta, the pope's agent, being brought 
before the parliament, and examined touching thefe 
mal-praftices, did not pretend to deny the charge, 
but juftified his conduft in affirming, that he adted 
by the pope's authority. It was therefore refolved. 
That the aforelaid grievances, oppreflions, injuries, 
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and extortions, ought not to be pertnined in tho 
kingdom; and, Tcfta was enjoined to revoke and 
annul all fuch extortions pra&ifed by himfelf, his 
commiflSries, minifters, vicegerents, adherents, and 
afiiftants, and fafely depofu the money he had 
levied, until he (hould receive further dire&iona 
from his majefty. A remonftrance upon this fub- 
je6t was drawn up in the form of a letter from the 
parliament to the pope*, and all the agents of 
Tefta were ordered to be profecuted with the ut- 
moft feverity. Thefe vigorous meafures were 
owing intirely to the fpirit of the people, and not 
at all agreeable tp the king, the fituation of whole 
affairs in Scotland and Guienne would not admit 
of a rupture with the pope. He therefore, after 
the recefs of parliament, put a (top to the writs of 
profecution, granted a proceiSion to the pcrfon of 
Tefta, and Amalmeni, the other agent of the pope,, 
and granted divers privileges to the court of Home, 
which were altogether inconfiftcnt with the pro- 
ceedings of parliament. The agents gr^w infolent 
upon 'this triumph over the conftitution, and the 
papal tyranny revived : but, by this time the peo- 
pie were better informed ; they adhered to the re- 
Iblutions of the parliament, and refufed to fubmit 
to the impofition of the papal agents. Both fides 
prefented addrefles to the king, who found the po- 
pular refentment fo warm, that far from counte- 
nancing the agents in their oppreflTion, he inhibited 
them from proceeding to exad the annates or firft- 
fruits of benefices, and interfere with the patronage 
of the king or his lubjefts. 

Upon the acceffion of Edward II. to the crown wincheifcf 
of England, the pope defired to know, whether the '^l^^^tu 
accufation brought by the late king againft Win- 
chelfey fliould be profecuted or dropped j and Ed- 
ward not only fent an anfwer in favour of thjc 
culprit, but alio invited him,- by the appellation of 
Father, to return and refume the dignities apd dg- 
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fies of hi$ fuhftioh. Wiftctidfey did not fail to cdm- 

J)ly with thH irivitatton j and, at his return to Eng- 
and, received all this temporalities which had been 
fequeftered ^hil^ his caufe was depending^ Itnmedi* 
ately iftet his reftoration,^ he con^ok«d a fynod at 
Winchfeftcri where, among other canons^ a very ciirt- 
6us.conftitution was enadted againft the abjuratbn of 
fbrriicators. By ah did regulation two perfons con- 
victed of carnal commerce were obliged to abjure 
eath other's cdiUpany ; ihd this was the extent of 
thfeir punilhmfent : but the clergy finding by eipc»- 
Hence, that this abjuration encouraged perjury in 
the parties, Who feMom fcrupled to break the oath 
for the gratiftcatioft of their unruly defircs, it was 
found neceflkry to lay alide the abjuration, and 
dfecrefc col-poral ptitlifhtnent againft fornicators for 
khe fecohd kad thit-d offence •, but the fourth could 
•be no other way attbned than by a marriage between 
the parties, Wht>, it the fecond relapfe, engaged in 
:t conditicfnal corttraft of matrimony^ to take effeil 
jAhafofl. fi^ni jf^e d^tg Qf jjjg fourth tranfgreflion. It was 

at this jurifturfe that in a fynod aCfembled at Lon- 
don, the Tehiplars were condemned to perpetual 
impriforthient, notwithftanding the candid report 
^fiich was made in their favour by Greenfield arch - 
bifhop of Ybrkj Who, together with the bifhop of 
London, had been commil&onkd to biraniine their 
doftrineS and conduQ:. Though Winchelfey feized 
%Vp7 bp|X)rtUttlty Of e*preffing his gratitude to 
EaWard IL and i^kerted all his Influence to allay the 
fehiinofit^ b^tWien the king and people, With itfpeft 
to Gavefton's baniftiment, he would not recede from 
ihy palt df the h&hour which he thought due to 
khfe dijghitj^ df his charafter* evtn when Edward 
took \jiiibrage at his mfiexibility. He refufcd to 
tttfend a paHianient, in which the archbifliop of 
York apjk^ed With hfS crofs borne before him j 
*nd being feconded by the clei^y of his province, 
Edward Was bbligedto difmifs the other metrc^oli- 
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tan. He aff erwards thwarted the king's inclinations 
foy adhering to Peckham's con^ution againft plu- 
ralities, which Edward defired him to wave in 
behalf of a favourite chaplain ; and (b long a$ he 
lived tenacioufly fopported the rights and privilegei 
of the clergy againift ail oppofition* His privaM 
cond'ud was certainly irreproachable : h^ cenfured 
finners without r^efpeft of peribns ( he rewarded 
merit ^ difcoiiraged all intrigues for church- prefer-r 
menc ; and after his death, his memory was hekf 
' in fudi veneration, diat miracles were faid to b^ 
performed at his jtomb, which was it length pulled 
down, that it might no looger encourage the fuperr 
ftitionof the pc^ilace. 

Upon the death of Wifichelfey, ihe monks chofe a. c. 1311. 
Cohham dean of Saiiibmy £or his fucceflbr ; but ReynoUs 
that elofUoa was fupcrfeid by the king and thp ^^*"^* 
pope, who coocuri^ in the nominatioii of Walter cantTrbucy. 
Reynolds bifhop of Worcefter, chancellor of the 
kingdom, whofe intereft was fb great that he ac- 
quired a papal authwity in England, by virtue g( 
the bulls which he purchafed of his holinels. 1^ 
one of thefe the jur^i&ion of l;he f^Sragans c^ 
Canterbury was fufpended 6h the term of thr^te 
years, during which ^e was impowerod tp make 
|>rovindal vifications, even in places chat weK ex- 
empted by their charters from this intn»(ion. He w j^ 
:vefted withthe power of difpenfiAg with an hundred 
clerks, under age, to hold beneilai i and of giving 
abfolution to an hundrpd persons for having layed 
vi<dent hands upon ecclefiaftirs : he obtained leav,e 
to wave the canons againft pluralities, in favour of 
ibrty clergymen^ to difpofe of any (inglje ecciefiaf- 
tical prdbrment, belonging to any cathedral or cel- 
lmate church within his vi&taition ; and .to grant 
indulgences for crimes committed within one hun- 
dred days laft paft, to all penitents who fhould con- 
fers to him in his vifitation. 

E4 About 
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A. c. 1316. Aboutthisperiod^the famous ftacutecalledArticuIr 
ftptute^n-* Cleri was paflcd for the relief of the clergy, whofe 
^4ftict>ii privileges were encroached upon by the courts of 
^'* civil jurifdidlion. The ftatute is couched in form of 
a petition to the king, and his anfwer is fubjoined 
to every article. They complained, that the king*9 
juftices intermeddled in rellamentary caufes, and 
took cognizance of tithes ; that eccleiiaftics were 
charged towards the king's carriages ^ that the 
king*s mills were exempted from the payment of 
tithes ; that clerks attending on the exchequer 
could not refide in their benefices \ that, upon their 
deceafe, their effeds were feized until theii: accounts 
were made up; that eccleiiaftical pofielllons were 
wafted during vacancies; that clerks were admit- 
ted tQ free-chapels by laymen ; that the king's 
judges tried caufes of ufury, defamation, violence 
offered to ecclefiaftics, facrilege, oblations, fences 
of church-yards and mortuaries ; that prohibitions 
were granted without furmife; that clerks were 
fummoned to anfwer in the king's court, and though 
acquitted/ the informers efcaped with impunity; 
that clerks were not allowed their clergy ; that, after 
purgation, clerks were queftioned in the king's 
court for the fame offence ; that perfons were be- 
fieged in fan&uary; that the writ De Cautione 
admittenda was iffued forth, although the church 
was not fatisfied'; and excommunicated perfons 
were rcleafed from prifon in the fame irregular 
manner ; that caufes relating to debts between ec* 
clefiaftics^ were determined in the temporal courts; 
that bifhops were compelled by diftrefs to be forth- 
coming for the appearance of trierks in the lay- 
courts, even without caufe ; that the church forfeited 
its right by the ceafing of rent or penfion for the 
fpacc of two years ; that nuns were compelled to 
fue in lay-courts for the rights of pofiefficm devolv- 
ing to them by the deceafe of their kindred ; ^ that 
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churches were deprived of their privileges, in de- 
fault of (hewing the Quo Warranto by which they 
were held; that the proceedings of ecclefiaftiod 
judges were flopped by fherifFs and nobleman \ that 
the rcfufals of biftiops touching clerks ptefented, 
were examined in lay-courrs; that religious houfes 
were opprefled, by their patrons living upon them 
at free-quarter; that bigamy and baftstrdy wei^ 
tried in lay courts ; that the king's livings remaioedfc 
long vacant ; and that the clergy were injured by 
the ftatute of Mortmain. ' It was for the redrefs c* 
thefe grievances that Edward pafled the ftatute cf 
Articuli Cleri, which, in all probability, the ciergy 
owed to the civil diftraftions of the kingdom, dur- 
ing which the king could not venture to dilbblige 
fuch a formidable body, whofe caufe the pope hadi . i 

efpoufed : neverthelefs he made fome efforts againft 
the encroachments of the papal authority. Lewis 
Beaumont, having been appointed bilhop of Dur- 
ham by the pope, who invefted him with the tem* 
poral as well as fpiritual jurifdiftion, Edward 
obliged him to renounce the former, upon his per- 
forming homage for his preferment ; and Reginald 
de Afler being promoted to the fee of Winchefter 
with t^e fame privileges, was obliged to renounce 
them in the fame manner. 

In a council held at Oxford leveral ufeful confti- ^-^ 


tutions were enafted, touching the qualifications of ^^j^*' 
candidates for holy orders, the ordination of priefts, 
and the confirmation of children. Edward's op- 
pofition to the pope intalled upon him the refent- 
ment of the clergy, efpecially the foreign ecclefi- 
aftics, who iided with the barons, and pretended 
that miracles were wrought at the tomb of the earl 
of Lancafler, v/ho fufFered for high treafon. Thefe 
fldrics being induftrioufly circulated by the monks 
of Pontefraft, where that nobleman's body was in- 
terred, and countenanced by the clergy of St. Paul's 

in 


^ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

in London^ the king ordered the church of the 
priory of Pontefra^t to be (hut up, and fcverely re- 
primanded the ecclefiaftics of St. Paul's cathedral. 
Towards the end of his reign 4ie foUcited the pope's 
confent to the diflblution of (bme ftnali fees in Ire-' 
land, that they might be annexed to thoie that were 
of more confequence, to be filled with Englilh 
prelates, as the moft natural expedient to keep the 
oatives in order. He likewife defired his holinefs 
would confirm the bull of pope Honorius IV. iub- 
jefting the conventual church of Weftminfter to the 
immediate jurifdidlion of the Roman fee, indepen- 
dent of any £ngli{h metropolitan. 
Mepham is ^^ ^^'^ beginning of the third Edward's reign, 
elevated to whlic tbc quccn fat at the helm of government, the 
fc^^ury- F^P^ ^^ thwarted in his defigns upoa the fee of 
' Exeter, He had referved it for his own difpofal -^ 
but at the queen's recommendation Berkeley was 
eleded, and confecrated by the archbifhop of Can-* 
terbury, who did not long furvive this ceremony^ 
fof he was fo bitterly reproached by the pope, for 
having pr-efumed to contradict his will, that he 
drooped add died under his difpleafure, leaving be- 
hind him the charader of a weak and worthleis 
A. c. itis. prelate. Mepham canon of Chichefter was elated 
as his fucceffor in the fee of Canterbury, and by 
dint of money procured the confirmation of the 
pope at Avignon. At his return to England he 
held a provincial council at St. Paul's in London^ 
where the anniverfary of the Conception was ap- 
pointed as a feftival ; fcveral conftitutions wtn 
ena6ted againfi: violators of ecclefiaftical immuni* 
ties^ and thofe who obftrufted the tefi^ments of 
villains appertinent to lands, or of any other of a 
fcrvile condition. In the courfe of this year a dif- 
pute happened between the crown and Lewis Beau- 
mont bifliop of Durham. The king had ordered 
the e^tes, of feveral traitors to be ieized withia 

the 
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the bifhopric ( am) Lewis oppofing tbefe proceed* 
ings a& contrary to the privilege of the dio^le^ 
which was a county -palatine^ the caufe was hear4 
before the lords, who gave judgment in favour of 
the biflipp. Mepham proceeded with a highland, 
ia making his viii cations to the diocefes of Ra- 
chefter^ Chichefter,^ Sali/bury, 6ath aad WcJIs ; 
but was pppofed with an armed force by Grandifon 
biihop of Exeter, who enjoyed the king's counte- ^ 
nance :. fo that the metropoUtan was obliged to dcr 
fifi:, and ^ied in a little time'' after . this di4>uie. 
The king recommended John Stratford biihop of "^J^SJ*- 
AiVinchelUr, as a perfon fit to fill the fee of. Can: stnd^ 
terbury ; and this prelate being approved by thf *^^®«»- 
pope and the nK>nks of Chrift- church, the iee of ^LdaTf^ 
Winchefter was beftowed upon Adam Orleton bi^ atLond^i. 
(hop of Hereford, who bad been fo inftrumental ia 
the death of Edward II. As the rcigniti^ kii^liad 
giyen orders to profecute all who were fufped:e4 9f 
having been concerned in the murder of his father^ 
he aficAed difpleafureajt Orleton's promotioA | ai^d 
he was impeached in the court of Rome in feveral 
artic]es« to which he gave fuch anfwers as ^te 
&tisfa£t6ry § for the profecution was droj^^f mi^ 
he continued to have a large ihare in the n^anage^- 
ment of public affairs. We have already ^^veo W ^^ ^- 1342. 
account of the difference between the king a^d ar-cli*> 
bifliop Stratford, and of the ftatuts which was eor 
adted in favour of the clergy 1 we ftall now obferve;, 
that after he had got the better of his profecutk>a» 
hie convoked a provincial fynod at,London>. whene 
a body of canons was enacted, obliging patilhea 
belonging to monafteriei^ to anfwer the religious 
puipofes for which they were endowed, by diftri- 
btiting to the poor a proportionable ihare of their 
incomes ; (ettling the fees upon inventories and ad* 
miiiiftrations of eftates ^ reflrainingtheexorbkancydf 
archdeacon^ and other ^iritual Superiors, who made 
a pradlice of extorting procurations from churches 
.. . which 
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-which diey never faw, and burthening the clergy 
in their vifitations i reforming the abufes in com- 
mutation of corporal penance j and preventing 
coHufive induftions into livings. 

A. c. 1343.- In a fubfequent provincial fynod heH by tfee 

]^^*=^*^ fame archbifhop, other canons were eftablifhed ; 
<hc firft of which, enaded at the king's requeft, 
pronounces the fentence of the greater exconimu- 
i^ication againft all rebels and difturbers of the 
king^s peace ; the fecond was levelled againft the 
Extravagance of churchmen ; the third prohibits 

"\v. *^^ praftice of farming church-livings to laymen 

and women; the fourth denounced cenfure upon 
thofe who defrauded or interrupted priefts in the: 

i ^leftibn of tithes ; the fifth exafted tithes of the 

lopping of trees-, the fixth prohibited laymen from 
touching the offerings made in churches 5 the fe- 
/Venih regulated the adminiftration of wills and 
inventories; the eighth inhibited the bifliops and 
*hcir officers, within the province of Canterbury, 
<from intermeddling with the goods of beneficed 
clergymen dcceafed, whofe eftates ought to be at 
the dffpc^al of their executors ; the ninth provided 
«gainft all fraudulent conveyances during a perfon*s 
Jife, by which the king rtiay be deprived of his 
^es, and the wives and the children of their por- 
liions ; the tenth forbad all bufibonery, revelling, 
and riots, at the night-watches in behalf of the 
dead, which ought to be (pent in pfalms and prayers 
for the foiil of the deceared. The reft were calculated 
for preventing chmdeftint marriages, as well as the 
encroachment of lay-noblemfen, who frequently in- 
terfered with the ecclefiaftical officer, in the article of 
• teftamcnts made by villains^ whom the lord of the 
tnanor wanted to exclude from that privilege ; for 
providing againft the contempt of church-cenfures ; 
the praAice of cutting down trees in church-yards 
for lay-ufes ; for deterring all perfons from violating 
Tuch cffefts as were fcqueftercd by the biftiop, his 

vicar- 
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Ttcar-general, and principal official ; and for re^ 
forming the abufe of taking out writs againft peo- 
ple who were at a diftance, and entirely ignorant of 
the profecution. 

When Stratford archbiftiop of Canterbury dicd< a. Cih9< 
Thomas Bradwardin was chofen to fupply his place - 
by the monks of Chrift-church i but the pope fct 
afide the eledtion in favour of John UiFord, who 
was ftrongly recommended by Edward. This pre- , 
late dyiiig of the plague bd'ore his confecratidn, 
the convent re-elected Bradwardin, who was con- 
firmed by his holinefs at Avignon. He was re^ 
markable for his learning, piet; , and unblemiOted 
snorals, ^nd had a£ted as c5nfefibr to Edward, who ^ | 

was loth to deprive himlelf of fuch a fpiritu^l di* 
reiflor, and for that reafon had at firft oppofed his ; 

promotion. He too died within the year of his 
election, and was fucceeded by Simon Ifltp, who had simoo m^ 
been fecretary of ftate and keeper of the privy-fcal : Jj®^"^ 
he afFeded great aufterity of manners, and pror &opof 
ceeded feverely againft thofe ecclefiaftics who w€r€ ^***«^**^ 
found guilty of the leaft immorality. Notwithr 
ftanding all the provifions which had lately beeft 
made in favour of the cJergy, the archbifhop com- 
plained in parliament^ that many eccleliaftics had 
been judged in fecular courts, without. any r^ai^ 
to their character ; and the lay-nobility and judges 
alledged, that the privileges of the clergy encou- 
raged them in the pra&ice of all manner of vice 
and immorality ; that when a clerk pleading his 
clergy was delivered up to the fpiritual court, in- 
ftead of being confined and treated with due iev#- 
f ity^ he was fumptuoufly entertained, and his pri- 
fon converted into a houle of pleafure. Warm de- 
bates enfued upon this occafion, but the king inter- 
po&ng his good offices the affair was comp^omiied.; 
the privileges of the clergy were confirmed, ai^i 
the archbilhop publilhed a constitution torching tl)e 

impri- 
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iAilptiA>nmenc of clerks, which in fome meafure 
reformed the abuie of which the laity had com- 
planed. The old difpute concerning precedency 
reviving between the archbiftiops of Canterbury 
and York, ^oduced fome animoiity and alterca- 
tion, but was at length referred to the arbitration 
6f the king, who decreed, that both prelates might 
carry the crofs within each other's provinces ^ blic 
that the archbifhop of York, within two months 
after his elevation, (hould fend a jewel about 
forty pounds in value, to the cathedral of Canter^* 
bury, as a teftimony and acknowledgmeAt of the 
primacy and fuperiority of that metropolitan. 
^S^t^ ' A more dangerous quarrel arofe between th« 
townfmea townfmcii and fcholars of Oxfordi occafioned by a 
Soxfiar trifling difpute between a ftudent and a publican. 
A fray enfuing, the townfinan aflen>bled hisfellow- 
ckizens, who were joined by two thoufand people 
from the country : the fcholars were routed, mur- 
dered, their books and writings deftroyed, and the 
. ^hole univerfity, except Merton-coUege, was en- 
ttpely deferted. Inquiry being made into this affair 
hy the king's order, the townfmen were found -to 
ht the aggreflbrs. The biftiop of Lincoln layed the 
€ky under an intcrdift ; judges were fent down t<> 
try therioters 5 and themagiftrates and high-(heriff 
•of the county were difcharged from their offices j 
^tnd both city and univerfity refigned all their rights, 
|)rivileges, and eftates into the king's hands, that he 
mi^t difpofe of them according to his good plea- 
A.ati55. fure. The fcholars were honourably acquitted; 
tnd with refpeft to the townfmen, the king and 
council at Weftminfter, decreed, that they fhould 
be fined in two hundred and fifty pounds by Way 
of damages •, that the effefts taken from the ftu- 
dents fliould be reftored ; and that thofe who were 
tiiai^d with murder and maiming fhould give fe- 
jpanty for Handing trial. Many liberties of the 

city 
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€tty were granted to the uniTerficy ; and the mtTor 
with fixty-thrce burgefies, vKte ordered by the tn- 
ihop oT Lino^n to repair to St. Mary^s altar, every 
year^ on the tenth of February, and offer fi^cy- 
three pence for fo many maffes to be faid for. the 
folds of the fchoJars who had been oaurderedT In 
Qonfickration of this penance, the. interdift was 
taken ofi; and the fcholaj-s returned to thetuuverfity, woo^^sAa. 
the privileges of which were now greatly enlai^d. ^^- ^w»* 
About this period diiod William Bateman bi(hop Tbearchbi- 
of Norwich, a prekte of untainted morals, abd an ^[^[^^ 
eminent patron of learnit^ ; but fo rigorous in the pofes the 
performance of his fundicin, that he obliged the Jterd **^ "**^ 
Morley, a favixarite of kifig Edward, who had ihot 
fbme of his deer, to do public penance, by walk- 
kig^ barefoot with a t^r in his hand^ through the 
city of Norwich to the cathedral, whene he aflced 
pardon of the bilhop for bis o0^oe. The kir^ 
tlTtied a writ, commanding him to difpenfe with the 
performance of this penance,, but he payed no re- 
gard to the mandate ; and e^en refufed to comply, 
ditcr the king had feized his temporalities. Though 
Edward was at firft provoked &t his inflexibility, 
hecould not help admlrii^ his fortitude, and not only 
reftored his temparalitie^, but alio employed hina 
in the management of ibme important :liate-affair&» 
He had obtained a bull from pope Clement Yl. an- 
nexing to his fee the firft fruits of all the vacant 
benefices in his diocefe ; and he died at Avignon, 
where he chanced to be on an embafly to the pope. ' 
in the courfe of the fame year Fitz Ralph archbi- 
ihop of Armagh in Ireland, diftinguiihed himfelf 
by oppofing with great fpirit the principles of the 
Mendicants,; whom he accuied of encroaching upon 
the bi(hop3 and parochial clergy ; and of engagm^ 
in a voluntary vow <^ beggary, which was contrary 
to the di&ates of reafon and fcripture. The order 
being in high favour with the pope,, procured a ci- 
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ratiottio the archbifhop, fummoning him to appear 
before his holinefs at Avignon, to anfwer for the pro- ' 
pbfitions he had advanced. He obeyed the man- 
date, and maintained his aflertions with great ener- 
gy and learning. He moreover expofed the igno- 
rance and immorality of the Mendicants, to the« 
conviftion of all mankind : but they were too hard 
for him in point of intercft 5 and he died at Avig- • 
non, without having been able to prevent the con- 
firmation of their privileges. 
obftinacy During thefe tranfa&ions, the bifliop of Ely in- 
rf^.' ^ volved himfelf in a long train of profecutions, by- 
incurring the king's difpleafure. He was convii^ed 
of having abetted certain incendiaries, who had 
burned fome houfes belonging to the lady Blanche 
Wake, daughter of' the duke of LancaPer. The 
canfe was afterwards reheard upon a commiffion of 
oyer and terminer \ but the court would not reverfe 
ihc fcntence, becaufe the record of the former trial 
could not be found. The bilhop being a man of 
an impatient temper, hurried up to court, and re- 
proached the king for denying him juftice. Edward^ 
incenfed at his prefumption, ordered him to be pro- 
'fecuted before the parliament. Though the offence 
was plainly proved, and the other biftiops interceded 
for him on their knees, he refufed to join in the 
fupplication ; and the king was provoked afrefh 
lit the infolence of his deportment. Immediately 
after this trial, he was profecuted for harbour- 
ing an airafTin, who had murdered a domeftic of 
the lady Wake; and, as the parliament was not 
fitting, be was denied the privilege of being tried by 
his peers. He had recourfe to the archbifhop c;f 
Canterbury, defiring he might be admitted to his 
purgation, by fwearing himfelf innocent, or by the 
oaths of twelve refponfible compurgators : but the 
metropolitan being afraid of embroiling himfelf with 
Edward, declined granting his requelt, and advifed 

him 


6f f Hfe C H R tJ C H. li 

Kirh to throw himfelf oh the king's mercy. TKe 
haughty prelate wodid hot ftpop to this condcfcenli- 
on, but fled to Avigndri, i^lfittt he intertfted the popd 
fo warmly in his behalf^ thdt the king'i jiiftices were 
fummOned to appear before hife hohriefs, and give 
ah account of their proceedings kgainft the bifhop 
of Ely. The judged difregarding this citation, the 
pope ekcomniunicated their perfons, and layed their 
isftates under iriterdift : ancl the king being unwill- 
ing to break with the court of Avigriori, ordered 
his ageflts to compromife the affair ; botthebiftio^ 
died before an accommodation could be cffefted. 
Archbilhop IQip not only refornied the difciplin^ 
of the church j by watching over the morals of the 
clergy, ahd pubKfhing fome ivholefome conftitu- 
ttons agairift the avarice, floth, and extravagance of 
ecclefiaftics, but Hkewife afted up to the dignity of 
his charafter in defending the liberties df the 
churchi and puniftiirig delinquents without rcf^effc 
of perfons. He oppofed the prince of Wales, whb 
had feized the temporalities of the fee of St. David's 
during a vacancy, and even obliged him to give 
theni upi The countefs of Kent after her hufband*s 
death had t^ken the veil, but afterwards becbmirig 
enamoured of a French gentleman, called Euftace 
Abricpurt, flie married him in private. Thdugh 
the archbilhop did not diffolve the marriage, he 
impofed fevere corporal penahcd upon the parties ; 
and obliged them to undergo them literally without 
any commutation. 

At Iftip's deceafe William Addingtoii bifhop of ^* ^' *3** 
Wiricheftet" was chofeh as his fucceffor -, but he de- 
dining the dignity, it was conferred upon Stephen 
Langham bifhop of Ely, and at that tirtle chancellor 
of England. Immediately aftei: his elevation, 
when the war with France was renewed, the king 
publifhed an orders requiring all the prelates td 
appear perfonally in defence of the realni, in cafe 
-N^. 32; F it . 
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it ^uld be invaded; and take care that their 
tenents, dependents, monks, vicars, curates, and all 
other perfons appertaining to holy church, fhould 
be prepared with arms to take the field againft the 
enemy. Langham had not enjoyed his dignity 
above one year, when the king feized his tempos 
ralides for having accepted a cardinal's hat without 
' his knowledgp. He fubmitted to the king's plea* 
fure \ and after having for fome time lived a private 
life at Oxford, retired to Avignon, where he was 
created biihop of Praenefte, though he did not long 
J!^moted to f^rvive his promotion. He was. fucceeded by Wil- 
the fee of liam Wittlefey, a prelate of an inoffenfive charader, 
Canterbury. ^^^ minded little elfe than the e^cercife of his pa-« 
ftoral funftion. At this juncture died John Thorsby 
archbiftiop of York, a man of elegance and Jearn- 
'ing, and a profefTed enemy to the Friars Mendicant^ 
an order which was by this time become a public 
nufance to the kingdom : he was a benefa&or to 
johnfons ^^^ cathedral of York, and publiftied a fet of 
Canons. diocefan conftitucions which are (till extant. The 
provifioos made againft papal encroachnfients were 
10 ill executed, that foreigners engroiied all the beft 
livings in England ; and the freedom of ecclefiaf- 
tical eledlions was almoft utterly deftroyed. Kd- 
ward had made repeated remonftrances to the 
pope on this fubjeiSt, but received no fatisfa^lion ^ 
K) chat the nation was filled with clamour and difr- 
content. The king iflbed a writ, to inquire into 
the number and value of the benefices in England 
poffcfled by foreigners ; and an incredible number 
speared to be in the hands of aliens, and even of 
fuch as were non- refident. Deputies were ient to> 
the court of Avignon to complain of this ufuipa>* 
tion, and defire the pope to defift from his provi* 
fions and refervations ; but they trifled away their 
time in fuch a manner, that the parliament b^an 
to think there was a collufion between the pope an4 
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th« miftiftry. iThcy prefeirtcd a ftrong remon- 
ftrance to die kiAg, complaining, that all the papal 
power in England was exerted to the difadvantage 
of the kingdom j and, that the immenfe fiims it 
yearly pay^ to the pope were employed to fiipport 
the encfmies of the nation ; that there was fcarce one 
cardinal in the conclave who did not pbflefs livings 
in England, yet all of them adherecf to the ehe • 
mies of the country : they therefore infilled upon a 
law, by which bani'fliriieht Ihould be infliftedupoh 
all thde who fupported the pope in his claim upon 
refervatidrts of benefices and provifions. Whien a, 0413751 
Wittkfey died the eleftion fell upon Adam Eafton, 
a cardinal, who had long refided at the papal court, 
and was equally difagreeable to the people and the 
king. Gregory XI. who had lately fucceeded pope 
Urban, reftjyed to improve this mifunderflanding 
between Edward and the monks of Canterbury > 
arid prbpbfed, that Simon Sudbury fhoold be* trart- 
fiated ffoin t^e diocefe of London to the fee of 
Canterbury, without paying any regard to the 
monkiffc eleftion, which he looked upon as an ob^ 
ftra6llon to the papal power in England. Edward 
inadvertently embraced this infidious propofel ; and 
Sudbury, othietwife Tibbald, was confecrated mc; 
tropcditan, contrary to the inclinations of the peo- 
ple, who had ho other objeftion to his periqn but 
the manner in which he was elevated to that dignity* 
He was .fucceeded in the fee of London by Cour- 
tenay. Ion to the earl of Dcvonlhirc, a prelate of 
uncommon Ipirit and capacity. 

By this time WicHfF began to diftinguifli himfelf Accouiitof 
by Ws d6iftrines, under the proteftion of the duke ^"'^*^* 
of Lsincafter, who had provided for him in the 
fedkory ctf Lutterworth, in the diocefe of Lincoln. 
He is (aid to have quarrelled with a monk about 
the reftofftip of Canterbury college in Oxford 1 
his aotagonift being fupported by the archbrOiop 
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and the monks of Canterbury, thediipute was ap^ 
pealed to the pope, who decided it againft WicliS', 
and thenceforward became the objed of his implaca- 
ble revengfe. This feems to be no more thwa^mali* 
; cioiis imputation forged by WiclifPs enemies > for 
he had avowed his tenets, and even made fome pro- 
felytes in England before the date of this contention^ 
He maintained that the bread and wine in the eu- 
charift was not the real fubftance, but only a type 
of Chrift's body : that the church of Rome is not 
fupreme over all other churches : and, that Chrift 
did not ^ive greater power to Peter than to the reft 
of the apoftles : that a lay-patron may lawfully and 
'meritorioufly diveft a degenerate church of her 
temporalities : that the gofpel is fufficient for re - 
gulating. the life and morals of every chriftian : and 
that all other rules of fanftity add no more per- 
•feftion to the gofpel than whitenefs adds to a wall : 
that neicher the pope, nor any chriftian prelate^ 
ought to punifh or cpniine delinquents ^ but that 
every individual fhould do whatfoever feemed good 

S!e*!« ^'^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^y^^> ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ apprehended by the 
AnjWfe. civil magiftrate. WiclifF and his followers zSk&cd 
a remarkable aufterity in their way of livings which 
imprelTed the vulgar with kn high opinion of their 
ianAity *, and the dodrine in favour of lay-patrons 
was fo agreeable to the nobility in general, who 
wanted to humble the clergy, that' he foon num- 
bered a vaft multitude of common people, and 
fome of the moft powerful lords of the kingdom, 
among his converts. The pope being informed of 
his tenets and fuccefs, lent a bull, diredbed to the 
metropolitan of Canterbury and the bilhop of Lon- 
don, requiring, them to fcize and fecure the perfon 
of this arch heretic ; and they, unwilling to pro- 
ceed at once to extremities, contented themfelves 
with fummoning him to a fynod convened at St. 
A. q. 1377' PauFs in London. Thither be went, accompanied 
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by his two chief patrons, the duke of Lancafter and 
the lord Piercy, who infifted upon Wiclifl*s being 
leated, althougli he j^peared as a delinquent ^ and 
endeavoured to intimidate the bifliop of London, by 
unmanly threats and boifterous language, which 
excited, no paflion but contempt in that fpirited 
prelate, who knew he had nothing to fear from 
their reientment, while he retained his popularity. 
The lower clafs of people in Lonjdon had not yet 
imbibed the do&rines of Wicliff, whom they were 
taught to deteft as an impious heretic ; and being 
warmly attached to the perfon of the biihop, they 
had crouded the (treets in iiich a manner, (hat the 
duke of Lancafter x;ould hardly get admittance. 
When they underftood th^t the dilppte began to 
grow warm between him and the prelate, and were 
informed that Lancafter had even threatened to pull 
him out of the church by the hair of the head, 
they immediately took the alarm, and grew fb ob- 
llreperous, that the duke and lord Piercy, with 
their favourite Wicliff, were fain to retreat in a 
hurry; though the fynod inflided no other pu- 
nifliment butthatof impofmg filence upon this new p^^ 
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BOOK FOURTH, 

|*'roin the Death of king Edwarp III. to the 
Union of the Two Rofes. 
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A. c. 1577. T T T H E N Edward III. refigned his breath, 

SJ^Sfthl VV hisgrandfon and fticceffor Richard 11. had 
throne of not yet attained the tenth year of his age ^ 

England. ^^^^ ^g j^jj uncle John of Ghent had all the power 

of England in his hands, he might, in imitation of 
fcvcral princes who had afcended the Englifh throne, 
' have fet afide the lineal heir without the leaft difR- 
cylty, had he been really infefted with that ambi- 
tion of xeigning which had been fixed as an impUr 
tation upon his charafter. This charge he owed to 
the refentment of the monks and clergy, who hatecj 
. bJiTi is The proteftor of Wkliff. He had, more- 
over, acquired a great number of enemies by the 
pride, arrogance, and irafcibility of his temper ; and 
pe was particularly detefted by thecfitizens of Lon^ 
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don for the vengeance he had taken on account of ^^' mr* 
thu late infurreiflipn. We can hardiy fuppofe that 
he was intimidated from purfuing his defigns upon 
the crown by the fenle of the nation, which adored 
the youngs Richard, both for his peribnal beauty 
and accomphihments, and for the fake of his fa- 
ther, whofe memory they revered, even to a de- 
gree of enthuiiafm. The duke of Lanca(|ter was 
naturally bold and confident *, and upon all occ^- 
fions exprefl^d the utmoft contempt for tlie people : 
nor, indeed, could he have had any juft: caufe of 
apprebenGon fron^ their enmity, while all the places 
of ftrength in the kingdoi;n were occupied by his 
creatures, and all the veteran oifEcers at his de- 
votion. 

On the very day of Edward's death, John PhiK The Fmick 
pot, with the principal citizens of London, deputed STcoaftSs'of 
by the common council, repaired to Kingfton upon £i\giaaa. 
Thames, where the young king then resided) and im- 
plored his favour and protedionto the city of Lon- 
don, exprefling their concerii at his being removed 
.6} far from the capital, and afluring him they would 
venture their lives *nd fortunes for his fervice. They 
concluded their addrefs with a petitk>n, th^t he would 
take up his refidence in the city, /and put a (top to 
the profecutions which had been let on foot by the 
duke of Lancaftor. Their requeft was granted, 
and ail differences, compromifed by commiflioners 
dent to London for thatpurpofej and, Richard th^ 
very next day made a magnificent entry into Lon- 
don, attended by the dukes of Lancafter and Brit- I 
tany, the archbifliop of Canterbury, the bilhop of ' 
Winchefter, the earls of Marche and Warwick, with 
many other noblemen. The duke ftill continued 
ac the head of the adminiftration, and iflued out 
orders for guarding the coaft, ereding new beacons 
9X convenient places, for the purpofe of giving the 
alarm in cafe the Jiingdom Ihould l?e invaded, and 
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A' c. 1377, eyen for arraying the clergy for the defence of their 
country. Thefe precautions were highly neceff^ry -, 
fqr the French having equipped a navy, and being 
reinforced by the fleet of Caftile, fcoured the chan- 
nel, landed at Haftings, ravaged the Ifle of Wight, 
and layed the country under grievous contributions* 
Then they made a fruitlefs attempt upon Winchel- 
fey, and were prevented from landing at Souths 
ampton by the earl of Arundel, who had aflembled 
the militia : they afterwards fent aftiore fome troops 
in Suflex, where they defeated and took the prior 
of Lewes ; but they were in their turn repulfed by 
the abbot of Battel. Neverthelefs, they kept the 
whole coail in alarm, and interrupted commerce in 
fuch a degree, that no (hip would venture to quit 
her harbour for fear of falling into the hands of 
fhe enemy. While Charles thus afferted the fovej- 
reignty of the narrow fea, his arms were equally fuc- 
^efsful at land. The duke of Burgundy and the 
marechal Blainville befieged and took the town of 
Ardres ; then they reduced and new fortified Ard- 
wick and Vauclingen, in order to be a check upon 
the garrifon of Calais. Another body of forces, 
under the command of the duke of Arijou and the 
marechal Sancerre, was detached into Gafcony, 
iivhere they invcfted Bergerac, and fent John de 
Bueil to bring" up the artillery from La Reole. Sir 
Thomas Felton the Englifh governor of Aquitaine, 
aflembling fome troops, refolved to intercept the 
artillery and cut in pieces the detachment ; but the 
duke of Anjou being informed of this defign, found 
means to reinforce De Bueil, who gave battle to the 
Englilh 5 and Felton was defeated and taken pri* 
fonen 

It was in the midft of thefe hoftilities that Rich-^ 
ard fuccecded to the throne of England, which he 
afcended without the leaft oppofition •, and the cc-* 
renriony of his coronation was fixed for the iixteenth 
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day of July. Mean while he created his favourite a. c. 1377, 
uncle Thomas of Wodeftoke conftable of England ; 
during the minority of the earl of Hereford, who 
was entitled to that office by hereditary right. The 
duke of Lancafter at the fame time layed claim to 
feverai offices on the day of coronation, in right qf 
his deceafed wife Blanche ; as earl of Leicefter, he 
claimed the dignity of lord high-fteward of Eng- 
land ; as duke of Lancafter, he had a right to carry 
the fword of ftate called Curtana ; and as earl of 
JLincpln, to be the king's carver, Thefe preten- 
lions being examined in council, were found juft, 
and allowed accordingly ; and then he fat by the 
king'$ commiffion as fteward of England, to exa- 
mine the claims of other noblemen, who pretended 
right to perform different functions at that folem* 
nity. On the eve of the coronation the king rode 
with a pompous cavalcade through the ftreets of 
London from the Tower to his palace at Weftmin- 
fter. Next day he walked from thence in procef- 
fion to the abbey-church at Weftminfter ; , and, af- 
cending a fcafFold ereded for that purpofe, took the 
ufual oath, which was adminiftered accordingly by 
the archbifliop, who afterwards proceeded to the ce- 
remony of unftion and coronation. Then the pre- 
lates began to celebrate high-mafs, and during that 
iervice the king received the; homage of all the lay* 
nobility : divine worfhip being performed, they re- 
turned to the palace, and fpent the remainder of 
the day in feafting and joy. On this occafion the Rpnec, 
king created his uncle Thomas, earl of Bucking- 
ham J Henry lord Pierpy, earl of Northumberland; 
John of Mowbray, earl of Nottingham; andGuich- 
ard d* Angle, earl of Huntingdom. The bifhops 
of London and Sarum, the earls of Marche and 
Arundel, the lords Latimer and Cobham, Roger 
Bewchamp and Richard Stafford, banerets ; John 
Knyvet, Ralph Ferrers, John Devreux, and Hugh 
t oe- 
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*-C' '377- Segrave, knights bacchelors, were by the afienrand 
advice of the prelates and lords affcmbled at this fe- 
'lerAnity, appointed witii the chancellor and trea- 
furer members of the king's council, at the head 
of which was John duke of Lancafter, who hasd 
hitherto er^rofled the whole admintftration ; but, 
now either difliking thefe new aflbciates,' or think- 
ing it prudent to refign an office which might 
expofe him further to the envy of his cotempora- 
ries and the odium of the people, he declined bear- 
ing any fhare in the miniftry, and retired to his 
caftleofKenilworth, after having dedared, th^t m 
cafe his afliftance Ihould be wanted, he would at- 
tend the king, and employ his whole power and 
Waifing. influence in promoting bis honour and advantage* 
El^sSii"^'' A parliament being called about Michaelmas, t<y 
tt«nt. concert rheafurcs for oppofing the progrefe of tte 
French, the commons wouH not give theif opini- 
ons on the fubjeft of their deliberations, without 
the advice and afliftance of the duke of Lancaif- 
ter, a committee of four bifliops, four earU, and as 
many barons, whom they nominated for that pur- 
pofe ; and the king who was prefent aflented to the 
prOpofa;!. Then the duke railing upon his knees 
before his majefty, defired he might be excufed fronft 
aflifting at the conference, as the commons had 
traduced his charafter, and fufpeifted him cf bav^ 
ing formed defigns which amounted to high-^treaifiw; 
He protefted his own innocence in the mod folemti 
manner; artd declared, that If any perfon would 
openly charge him with high-treafon, didoyalty^ 
or any aftion prejudicial to the realm, he was ready 
to prove the folfity aaid malice df the accufatton, 
either in fingle combat, or in any othef manner 
that the king or lords fhould direft. The prelates 
and lords- (knding up as one man, interrupted him in 
hish^r^angue, protefting, they could not i^nagine any 
perfon upon earth would advance (\ich ^ malicious 
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char^ \ ai^d the cornfnons ^lodged, that in chuf- ^- ^^ ^w 
ing him as the principal oounfeUor, they bad clearly 
^nifefted their opinien of his honour. The duke 
having rc^refented the evil confequences t)f fuch re- 
port; as n)ight create jealoufies between the king 
and his beft fubjcdts, declared, that he forgave the 
authors of fuch flander, but expreflfed a defire that 
a law ihould be made againft the inventors and pro- 
pagators of defaitiation. The commons, confider- 
ing the fitu^tion of the kingdooi, and the ifiinority^ 
of the king, propofed, that certain perfbns of un- 
blemiihed . morals and undoubted capacity (hould 
be appointed in parliament, as the king's conftant 
couniellprs, to aft in the adminiftradon, with the 
great officers of the crown, and dired the applica- 
tion of the money granted for the profecucion of the 
French war. Nine perfbns were accordingly choleri 
by the lords, and fwprn .of the council : their truft 
was lin^ited to one year, during which they were 
^bfolutely prohibited from receiving any grant of 
lands, rent, efcheat, ward, or marriage. The com- 
mons like wife petitioned, that the parliament fhould 
appoint the fervants of his majefty ; that the chargeil 
of thp hpulhoW ihould be borne by the revenue of 
the crown; and, thdt the fupplies granted for the 
wstf' ihou]4 be applkd for that purpofe only. The 
lords decliQed joining in this motion, becaufe they 
thoy^t it ynreafonable to place any fervants about 
the kiiig's perfon but fuch as he himfelf ihould ap* 
prove ; and with cegard to the ezpences of the 
hpu0iol4 ^y promtfed to conifer with the great 
0Jiicers,^.wd inquire whether or not they might be 
boaourably defrayed by the crown-revenue. The 
next requefl of the oommoas was, that during th? 
jcii^g's minority, the chancellor, treafurer, cl^ef- 
juib\ce)i, .^ Qcbi^r. officers of the crowm, fhould be 
s^ppomtecl by pairUiirnent y but this motion was 
* l^ewil^ ^pQ&dby the lords, whQafiuflaedco tbem^ 

fcivt* 
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A*c. t377- felvcs the right of nominating the counfellon^* 
chancellor, and fteward of the houfhold, and in- 
filled upon leaving the other officers to the king's 
choice, with the advice and aflent of his council. 
Notwkhftanding this oppofition on the part of the 
Jords, the commons voted a confiderable fupply for 
the defence of the kingdom^ on condition, that the 
money fhould be depofited in the hands of two trus- 
tees ; and John Philpot and William Walworth 
merchants in London were appointed for that of- 
fice. Having granted this aid, they thought they 
had a right to demand that the evil counfellors 
placed about the late king fhould be removed, and 
their poils beftowed upon perfons of good morals 
and integrity. Several officers were difplaced ia 
confequence of this petition ; but they did not fuc- 
ceed in another, requefting, that a parliament fhould 
be convened once a year to regulate the affairs of 
the nation, and determine thbfe cauies about which 
the judges were divided in their opinions. In this 
alTembly Sir Richard Lefcrop fteward of the houP* 
hold impeached Alice Ferrers for a breach of the 
ordinance which had been made exprefsly againft her 
in the laft parliament. She was accufed of having 
procured the pardon of Lyons^ and an order to re- 
voke the commifTion of Sir Nicholas Dagworth^ 
who had been appointed to infpefk the adminiftra-* 
tion of her own hulband William de Wihdfor, in 
Ireland. She made no defeifce, nor did (he appear 
in perfon or by proxy •, the duke of Lancafter, 
(hough one of the committee appointed to examine 
into the affiiir, condefcended to give evidence in 
this caufe. She was condemned to banifhiiient, and 
all her efbte forfeited ; but in the next parhament 
, Ihe obtained a revifion of the trial and a reverfion 

of the fentence, together with a full pardon to her- 
ielf and hufband. This affair being diicuf]fed, the 
ConuQOos made remooftrances againft papal ufur- 

pation 


RICHARD II. 77 

pation' in provifions, the admiffion of aliens into ^.0.1377, 
benefices, and the commutation of penance fotj^^p^j 
money. 

Immediately after this feflion broke up, the duke TheScou^ 
of Lancafter, on pretence of taking meafures for B^wkk. 
the defence of the kingdom and annoyance of the 
enemy, demanded an order from the lords of the 
council, to withdraw the money from the hands 
of the two truftees ; and hfs defire being complied 
with, he engaged in the fervrce nine large (hips of 
Bayonn^ with which he attacked a fleet of French 
merchantmen, and took fourteen veflTels laden witK 
-wine. At thjc fame time alderman Philpot equip- 
ped a fmall armament at his ownexpence; and 
failing in queft of one Mercer a Scotifli mariner, 
who had greatly interrupted the navigation on the 
northern coafts of England, engaged and took 
him, together with fifteen Spanilh fhips which had 
entered into his fervice. This exploit, though uni- 
verfally applauded by the people, gave umbrage 
to the government ; and Riilpot was fiimmoned 
before the council-board, where he received a re* 
primand for having undertaken fuch an expedition 
contrary to law ; but in relpeft of his charafter, 
and the fervice he had done the nation, he was no 
farther quedioned on the fubjeft* The Scots not 
only committed depredations on the fea, but com- 
menced hoftilities at land, notwithftanding a truce 
which had been lately concluded between the two 
kingdoms. They found means to furprife the town 
and caftle of Berwick : though this adventure was 
atchieved by a fmall number of free-booters, who 
hid no commiffion from the government of Scot- 
land ; and the Scottifti earl of Marche offered to 
afllft the earl of Nqf thumberland, in reducing the 
place under the Englilh dominion. The earl of 
Northumberland, affembling a body of ten thou- 
fand men^ marched to Berwick, and fummonin'g 

^ the 


78 HISTORY of ENGLANP. 

A, c. 1378. the caftle to furrender, Ramfay who comtnanded 
the garrifon, anfwerndt that the pUpe had been taken 
by virtue of a commiflion from the king of France, 
in whoic name he would defend- it to the laft ex^ 
tremity. An aflault was immediately given ; and 
the place being taken, every Scot was put tp -01^ 
fword. The earU fufpefting thfit the ScQttiQi mi- 
niftry cpnniv.ed at Ramfay *s adventure, rcfolvedto 
chaftife them for their infincerity j and beiog joip" 
cd by the earl of Nottingham, the lords La^^y^ 
Neville, and Stratford, he began his marCh tOr 
wards Melrofe. Sir Thomas Mufgrave^ being de- 
tached with fix, hundred men to reconnoitre the 
country, fell into an ambufh layed by the eati <^ 
Douglas, who routed and took him prifoner, aotd 
guarded the pafles in fuch a manner, that Piercy 
thought proper to defift from his enterprize, and 
itymer. fetum to England. 

The dxike During thefe petty operations in the North the duke 
invtdw"^" of Lancafter was employed in making great prcpa- 
ferittaiiy. rations for invading the dominions of the French 
king, who had by this time reduced all the placea 
belonging to the king of Navarre in Normandy, 
except Cherbourg^ which was defended by an Eng- 
K(h garrifon. Charles of France had dcteftcd a 
plot, in which the king of Navarre had contrived 
to poifon him. A domeftic belonging to that prince, 
in the fervice of his two fons, who refided as ho|fta* 
ges in Paris, was employed to be perpetrator of this 
fcheme, and being apprehended, at once confefied 
the particulars : the fecretaty of the king of Na-* 
varre, being afterwards taken and pUt to the tor« 
ture, confirmed the other's confeffion, and both 
were executed as traitors. The king of Navarre 
* was fl:ripped of Normandy, and all the domini<ni3 
he held of France ; and the king of Caftile fi$U upon 
Navarre, whetc he gained feveral confiderable ad- 
vantages. The duke of Lancafter having provided 

his 
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his fieet and forces, fet fail about the end of July a*^« '^71^ 
for St. Malo,. vdiich was then in poflcfiBoijj of the 
French, anid took or deftroye^ a fleet of French 
and Spanifh vefiels, Jying laden with wine and ocfofsr 
commodities in the harbour : then lacking his forces 
lie invefled the city, which was defended by a bf^ve 
officer, at the head of a nunierous g^rriibn- The 
. condable of France being then in Brittany, advan^ 
ced with iixteen thoufand choice troops, and en« 
camped withii; (ight of the Engliih, from whom 
he was divided by a rivulet. The du^e of :Lai^h* 
cafter endeavoured to proviake him to battle 1 
which he iQ:u4ioafly avoided, in obedience to ithe pr-* 
^r be had received ; but be polled htmielf ia fuch 
a manner, that the befiegers could not carry oa 
their aUkuits without a dangerous interruption from 
his army^ which he kept always ifi r^dinef$ to 
&ize every advantage. At length thegarriibn made 
a furious faUjy, in which they defiroyed the works, 
and killed a .great number of the befiegers » a> d^^ 
fafter wbiql) the duke imputed to the want of vigi-^ 
lance, and conduA in the earl of Arundel, who 
commanded that night in the trenches. The Eng« 
lifb being difpixited by this check, as well as by 
^he vivacity of the conltable, by whom they were 
incefiantly harrafled, and the winter approaching, 
|t was refolvcd, in a council of war^ that the troqps 
fhoMld b(3 reimbarked -, and the French allowied 
them to retirp without moleftation! H.de Brctaf, 

While the duke of Lancafter wascngaged in this ^~f*^' °^ 
fruitlefs expedition, , the reigping king of Caftiie in Brkt^ny 
blocked up. the harbour of Bayonne, with ,a fleet of *"j^^*"' 
two hundred veiibls, and landing twenty thoufand ' *' 
nuin invefted .:the^ city, in revenge for the aififtance 
it bad lately given (o the Englifh ; hut the king oi 
Portugal threatening to invade Caftile, the feafoa 
•>£ (he year beii}g pretty far advaac^d, aa epidemi* 
;al4ifeafe haying broke out among the Caftiliaa 

troops. 
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A. c. 137^. troops, and the citizens making a gallant defenc^i 
he was obliged to abandon the enterprize, and re- 
turn to his own dominions. In Normandy the 
duke of Berry undertook the fiege of Cherbourg; 
defended by Sir Robert Roufe, who compelled hini 
to raife it with difgrace and damage, after having 
taken Oliver du Guefclin, brother to the conftabte 
of France, while he reconnoitred the avenues at the 
head of a confiderable detachment. Roufe was 
afterwards recalled to England, and the com- 
. mand of Cherbourg given to Sir Robert Harle- 
fton, a gallant officer, who had the good for- 
tune to rout and cut in pieces a body of French 
troops, which he encountered in one of his ex* 
curfions. 
Remarkable The mifcarriage of the expedition to Brittany, 
•^^^^f which had coflthe nation fo much treafure, aug^ 
Denia. mentcd the hatred of the people towards i the duke 
of Lancafter, whom they confi^ered as the authof 
of all thefe ruinous meafures. The Londoners 
were his inveterate foes ; and their enmity had been 
lately inflamed by an incident in which he was 
principally concerned. The count of Denia, a Spa- 
nifh nobleman, taken at the battle of Najara, had 
been permitted to return to his own country, on 
leaving his eldeft fon as hoflage for his ranfoifi. 
The father happening to die before the money Was 
remitted,* and the duke of Lancafter, whd had pre-^ 
tenfions to the crown of Caflile^ being defirous of 
making a friend of the young count, who had 
reat intereft in that kingdom, procured an order 
\x his being rcleafed without ranfom; Hawlcy 
and Shakel, the two gentlemen who had taken the 
father in battle, being informed of the duke's in- 
tention, reprefented to the young Caftiliah the in- 
jury they fhouid fuflain by his releafe. He was fa 
well convinced by their arguments, that he refolved 
€0 facrifice his liberty to his honour, and immedt-(^ 

ately 
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ikltly difappeared. Several perfons were confined ^ ^- ^37S« 
in the Tower, on fufpicion of having been acceflary 
fo his efcape ; and at length a warrant was granted 
againft Hawley and Shakel, ,who. took refuge in 
Weftminfter-abbey^ from whence they could not 
be drawn, either by threats or intreaties. »The 
king, at his unple's requcft, ordered Sir Allan de 
Boxhul, with fifty men, to bring thenl out by 
force ; and though he found them at divine fer- 
vice, he commanded his followers to drag them from 
the altar. Hawley and his fervant were killed, after 
having made a gallant defence ; and a prieft who 
elpoufed his quarrel Ihared the fame fate, while Sha- 
kel was taken alive and carried to the Tower. Such 
violation of a fanftuary was deemed an inexpiable 
offence; and the archbifhop of Canterbury, with 
five of his fuffragahs, excommunicated the perpe- 
trators. A terrible clamour was railed againft the 
duke of Lancafter, as the contriver of this impious 
facrilege: neverthelefs he perfifted in his defign, 
and perfuaded the king to propofe to Shakel, that 
if he would produce his prifoner he ftiould have five 
hundred marks in ready money, and enjoy a pen- 
fion of one hundred for life; Shakel complied with 
this propofal ; and then it appeared, to the afto- 
nifliment of every body, that the young count Rymer. 
ferved his keeper in the dilguife of a page. ' Waifmg. 

The citizens of London had another additional ^Z^"/'^^"^' 
motive of refentment againft the duke of Lancafter, Lmenrit 
who was fuppofed to have prevailed upon the king ^^o^^cftcr. 
to fummon theenfuing parliament to meet at Glou- 
ce&ci\ with a view to- mortify the city of London. 
The members being there aflembled on the twen- 
tieth day of Odober, Richard Lefcrop, fteward of ~ 
the houlhold, opened the feffion with a fpetch, re- 
prefenting the danger to which the nation was ex- 
pofed from the enemies that furrounded it, and the 
confideiiable fupplies neceffary to fecure Calais ; 
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A. c. 1378; and Brefl, which, by a treaty with the.duke of Bre- 
tagne, was depofited in the hands of the Engltfli, 
as weh as Cherbourg j and for the defence of Boui*- 
deaux and Bayonne, which were threatened by the 
duke of Anjou and the king of Caftile. The corti- 
mons fufpedtrng that part of thfe late fijbfidie^ had 
been embezzled, or converted to other ufes than 
thofe for whrch they were granted, infifted upon 
knowing in what manner thofe fums ha:d been eX- 
J)ended, and who were intended to fill the ^feat of- 
fices of ftate for the enfuing yeat*, according to th6 
. ordinance of the laft parliament. Lefcrop anfwered^ 
in the king's name, that although no Account of 
fubfidies or other grants had ever beeh rtiade tb thd 
commons, William Walwdrth, in cohjiindiion with 
fome members of the council, fhould lay before 
them an account of the receipts and difbilrfeihents j 
but that fuch condefcenfion fhould not be drawii 
into precedent. He told them, that the offecers of 
ftate had been chofen by the advice of the lords, 
and the king would appoint the privy counfellors 
according to his own judgment J but if the com- 
mons found any thing defcftive either in the laws 
or the -adminiftration, they might reprefeht it in 
the ufual form of petition j and their grievances 
fliould be redfeffed. Then they defircfd a copy of 
the enrolment of the laft fubfidy, that they might 
deliberate upon the fubjeft ; and this requeft being 
granted as a fpecial favour, they took exceptions 
to the fum of fix and forty thoufand pounds ex- 
pended upon fortrefles abroad, which they alledged 
ought to have been maintained out Cf the king*s 
own revenue and patrimonial eftate. After thefe 
deliberations, the parliament granted a Confiderable 
"aid on wool and leather, befides an additional duty 
upon merchandize for one year ; but this was in 
the next fefiion revoked, and in lieu of it, a poll- 
Rot. Pari, tax layed upon all orders of men throughout the 
kingdom. ' The 
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The nation was no^ aoiinattd with the keeneft A*c;.378. 
refencmenc againft FmDce, which hdd prefumed to Jj^^ "ont 
k^ulc her late conqaeciatrs. A^ Englifh fleet from fifcat«sBrit. 
Rye and Wiftchdfej feoiuicd the channel in th€^^ ^^ * 
turn, and even made' defcencs upon the CQaft of 
Normafid^, wbene they took and plundered thp 
towns of Port St. Ficrie artd Wilkt, and r^fed 
conadbutions on die adjacent eopntrf. Sir Hugh 
Calverly, governor of Calais, pillaged the gre^c 
fair at Stapal, burned the fuburbs of St. Omer, 
and lurprifed a great convoy of proviGon ^nd am- . 
inanition, dcfigned for the town of Ardrcs. This ^* ''^^^ 
gallant officer was recalled from his government, 
and togedier with Sir Thomas Pieccy, crated ad^ 
miral of England, in which ftacion he a&ed with 
his ufuat vigilance, bravery, and condu&, ib as to 
interrupt the ©wrtny's trade ; while the carl of Sa- 
lifbury, who fucceeded him in the government of 
Calais, t04k ^very opportunity of harmffing the 
French by land.; By this tirne the important fbr- 
trefc of Auray, the laift inUnd place poffcflfed by the 
duke of fiir4ttanyj was reduced by the French forces ; 
fothat after hav^ingGonfigned Breft toJlichanl, in 
exchange f^ tn ^(bate in England, he had alxin- 
^oned Iris own toMntry, and become iitogether a 
Briti^ fubjeft. JCharJes king of France having 
made himfelf tnafter ^f the J^rholc diarchy, except 
the town of Breft, which he had in vain attempted 
•to reduce, ^efoived to eonfifcate the whole province, 
and re-iannex it to the dominion of France. - For 
this purpofe He fummoned all the j)eei« to attend 
the parliament at Paris, where, by a folemn decree, 
John de Montfort was pronounced a traitor, aod ^^^"'^ 
the dotohy of Bretagnfe ibrfeited, and re-uniced to traiw^/* 
the crown of France. 

This foitence was extremely difagreeable even to 'nxemoWiicr 
thofe tords of Brktahy vwho had be^ Isit^rto at- diig^^Sl^ 
cached to the intereft of .Ch;^rl^, Ht hid^ npt ton- J^^ F«aA 
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A. c. 1379. fuited them on'this occafion ; and when he afcerw^rd^ 
fent for them to court, and tried to cajole them with 
promifes of favour; they loudly complained of his 
/having proceeded to fuch extremities, without their 
concurrence, refufed to put his troops in pofleifion 
<>iF their caftles, for the defence of the country againft 
the attempts of the Englifh and Montfort, and re- 
tiring to Brittany, engaged in ^flbciations to main- 
tain . their liberties againft all encroachment. They 
even^enounced all dependence upon the crown cf 
' ^^]^%^fe^ F'*ance, and fent a deputation to England, inviting 
'turn to his their duke to return to his own dominions, where 
dcminions. they would fupport him with their lives and for- 
tunes. John could not help diftrufting the fincelrity of 
this profeffion made by people who had fo long aded 
as his open enemies ; and difmilled the deputies, with 
a general promife of crofling the fea with the firft fa- 
vourable opportunity. Before they returned the king 
of France had fent commiffaries into Bretagne to ex- 
ecute the fentence of confifcation ; and at the fame 
time letters: patent were publilhed, confirming all the 
privilegisrs of the nobility. But even this indulgence 
could not induce them to fubmit ; and the Frenth 
government was fo odious to the people, that the 
:commifi&ries, rbeing denied admittance into Nantes 
and other places^ were obliged to return to Anjou, 
without having executed their coramiffion. A war 
rbeing the immediate confequ0nce of this oppofition, 
.the eftates of Brittany fent a folemn invitation in 
1 writing,:. under. the feals of the principal nobility, 
rto the duke, prefling him to return without delay; 
.mnd.afiuring him, that all the barons and the moft 
LconGderabJejtowns of the province would declare 
^17-' ■ *: fdr him; at hjs. landing.. John, at length convinced of 
their attachment, embarked at Southampton, with 
;.::j .oAT cSh'jltebfertj^iwllesanii^aimaltbody of troops j and 
;?b"fii;V?! landing jiajtriSpficipr^ ip; th^. neighbourhood cf St. 
c?rr.^-j MalQ>:.waainp.ceive4iWith jpyful.acclamationv Di- 




nan. 


f 


R I C H A R D II. Jl5 

nan» Rennes, and Vannes, opened their gates to^-^ U79* 
their fovcrdgn : he was joined by almoft the whole 
noblefle of the province j the Bretons in the French 
fervice deferted to him in fuch numbers, that Charles 
difmifled all that remained, hecaufe he could not 
depend upon their fidelity. By thefe the duke's army 
was considerably reinforced: towns and fortrefles 
daily declared in his favour ; nor could the forces 
under the duke of Bourbon and conftable Du 
Guefclin prevent this almoft univerfal defeftion. 
In this emergency the duke of Anjou, advancing 
to the frontiers of Brittany, endeavoured to concir 
Hate the afFe(5lion of the natives, by promifes of fa- 
vour and profeffions of good-will ; and a negotia^ 
tion was fet on foot, but France ftill infifting upon 
Brittany's being united to the crown, the confe- 
rences proved ihefFec^ual. 

The conftable advifed the king of France to par- 
don the duke of Bretagne, , and detach him by dint 
of kind offices from his dependence upon England. 
In that cafe he might engage the hardy foldiers of 
that province in his fervice, and employ his whole 
force in the redudtion of Guienne, where the Eng- 
lifh had lately retaken feveral places of importance. 
Charles was inclined to follow this advice -, but in 
the mean time he fept Guefclin with an army to 
check the progrefs of the Englifti in that province, 
He undertook the fiegeof Chateauneuf, which was 
gfillamly defended; and in the courfe of the ope- 
ratic>ns he fell fick and died, juft \vhen the garrifon 
was on the'point of demanding a capitulation. The ^^^^^^f/'' 
French king had, by means of this great officer, be- owcl.in. 
gun to tamper with Montfort, who was not averfe. 
to an accommodation; but the death of the con- 
ftable, and the duke's cxpedation of fuccours from 
England, rendered the treaty abortive. A confi- 
derable armament was actually intended for his af- 
^ftance: but^ a war breaking out between the 

G 3 . count 


86 HISTORY dr ENGLAND. 

A. c. 1379. count of Flanders add His fubjctfts, /the Flemfiigs 
did not porchafe fuch quantiti^ of wool as they 
ufed to employ ; fo that the fubfidy granted iipon 
that comnxodity fell (hort 6f expeftation, and the 
number of troops deftined for Brittahy was cur* 
tailed. Neverthelefs, Sir John Arutidel fct fail in 
December for that dutchy with a body of forces ; 
but, being overtaken by a ftoritt^ his fleet Was dif- 
perfed and he himfelf perilled. Suoh was the dif- 
trefs of the government, that the king was obliged 
to pawn his jewels to faife money for this purpofe, 
though no provifion was made for p^ing the gar- 

Waifing. rifons of Cherbourg, Calais, aifid the borders of 
Scotland. 

fn7^7]il^^ To remove thefe neccffities, and provide for the 

meat. expence of the enfuing Campaign, a parliament was 
called at Weftminfter, and the fefllon opened by -a 
ipeech from the chancellor, who encourage the 
commons to explain their grievances; and gavtt 
them to uhderftand that the king had ordered his 
great officers and others of his council to iay before 
them an account of the money received from the 
laft fubl;dy, andt>f the fnannfer in whicli had been 

A.c. J380. difburfed. The commons, impatient under their 
burthenfome taxes, and difliking the condi;ift and 
oeconomy of the council, moved that *he king 
might be of age, and take upon himfelf the adini- 
niftration, under the dircftion of the chancellor, 
treafurer, privy-'feal, chamberiaJn, and fteward of 
the houlhold, who fhotild be appointed by patlia* 
ment. Though this Tequeft was denied, they ob- 
tained a renewal of a commiflion, which in the laft 
feffion had been granted to feveral prielates and 
noblemen, impowering them to exaniine into the 
ftate of the revenue, the expences of the king's 
houfhotd, the management of the wir, attd the 
conduft of officers. John Imperiale the Genoefe 
ambaifadoT havbg been murdered in the ftfeets ai 

Lon- 


R I C H A R D 11. . 87 

LondoDrboth houfes joined in declaring the pcrpetra- ^' ^ '^^o. 
tors guilty of high-treafon. The power of juftices 
of the peace was lodged in a new commifTion : a 
fiatute was enadted againft papal prpvifions, in con- 
fequence of the rapacious condudb of pope Urban, 
who had lately beftowed the archdeaconry of Bath 
upon the cardinal of Cifteron, a profefled enemy of 
the Englilh, gratified another with the priory of 
Peerhiirft, and granted a great number of provifi- 
ons to foreigners, in vioUtion of the agreement be- 
tween the late king and this pontiff's predeceflbr. 
After having made thefe regulations, the parliament 
voted a cpnfiderable aid, and continued the fubfidy 
on wool for a year longer. ' ^°*' ^"^' 

Thefe fupplies, together with a tenth given by J**^'* ^ 
the clergy, .enabled the minifters to equip a new y^ *' 
armament fqr the afliftance of the duke of Brittany, JJ^^^aiab 
Thomas of Wpdeftoke earl of Buckingham was intoBrit- 
;ippointed commander in chief of the army, which ^^y- 
confifted of three thoufand archers, as many men at 
arms with their followers, and a numerous body of 
infantry. He was acc;ompanied by the lord Bailee, 
Sir Thomas Piercy, Sir Hugh Calverly, Sir John 
Harlefton, Sir Robert Knawles, Sir William de 
Windfor, and agre^t number of young gentlemen, 
.who fought an (Opportunity to diftinguilh themfelves 
in the fervice. As the (hips were not fufficient to 
tranfport fuch a numerous army with its neceflaries 
at once, ,the general could not fail direftly for Bre- 
tagne •, but,vvas obliged to waft over the troops at 
ditferent times from Dover and Sandwich to Calais : 
and this method, together with feme other unac- 
countable delays in the miniftry, detained the fol- 
diers fo long upon the coaft, that numbers were 
obliged: to, pa vvn their arms for fubfiftence. This . 
evil however w^s remedied by the zeal of fome 
London n[ierchants, and John Philpot in particular, 
who not qnly paid the debts off the foldiery, and 
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A. c. 1380. redeemed their arms, but alfo hired tranfports to^ 
coavoy them to the continent. The earl of Bucking- 
ham landing at Calais in the latter end of July, tar- 
ried a few days until his army was refrefhed '; and, 
then began his march for Brittany. He met with no 
oppofition in his progrefs, tho' the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Bourbon were polled with a ftrbng body 
of forces atTroyes. He propofed to attack them in 
their entrenchments ; but they, being unwilling to 
(land an attack^ retired within the Walls of the city. 
Buckingham, having attempted in Vain, to provoke! 
them to a general engagement, continued his 'march 
through Sens, from whence he proceeded through 
the Gatinoi« and Beauce into Le Maine ; and paffeci 
thp Sarte on the fixteenth day of September, re- 
markable for the death of Charles V. king of 
France. That prince had lately by his emiflaries 
excited the jealoufy and ancient prejudice of the 
Bretons againft the Englifli, whom they reprefented 
as cruel ufurpers who wanted to make a conqueft 
of their country; fo that the natives looked upoii 
them with abhorrence, an4 the citizens of Nantes 
denied them admittance. John de Montfort, dread - 
ing the confequence of this animofity, and believ- 
ing it would be no difficult talk to effeft an ad- 
vantageous accommodation with the miniftry of 
the young French monarch, as yet a minor, was 
not a little perplexed in his mind with regard to his 
auxiliaries, and hefitated fome time between grati- 
tude and convenience. In this irrefolution he con- 
tinued, until the Englifh had entered his domipions, 
and advanced to Chateubourg, between Vitre and 
Rennes, where the earl of Buckingham received a 
folemn deputation of his nobility, who affured him 
their duke \yould meet him at Rennes ; and excufcd 
his not having waited upon him fooner, by repre- 
fenting the ill humour of his fubjeds, with whom^ 
he was obliged to keep meafures. This was adu- 

ally 
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ally the cafe ; for, when the earl aprived at Rennes, ^•^- ^3»0' 
he and a few of his attendants only were fuffered tQ 
enter the place ; nor did the duke as yet appear. 
He n)et him' however at Mczieres, and frankly 
owned himfelf reftrifted by the malevolence and 
difaffe&ion of his people, over whom he had no 
influence. He profefled the deepeft fenfe of obli- 
gation to the court of England, and vowed eternal 
attachment to the intereft of a country which had 
afforded him an afylum in his diftrefs ; but his au- 
thority was not eftablifhed, his people were averfc 
to the Englifh, while his nobility preflfed him to 
fend them home immediately, and compromife his 
difference with the crown of France. Mean while, as 
Nantes had openly declared againfl the Englifh, the 
c^rl propofed to undertake the fiege of that important 
city, and the duke prqmifed upon oath to fupply him 
with provifions, and join hini in a fortnight. The 
place was accordingly invefted ; but, being ftrongly 
fortified and provided with a numerous garrifon, 
the befiegers made but very little progrefs, and lay 
before it two whole months without being joined 
by the duke. He had indeed endeavoured to raife 
forces for this purpofe, but no body would repair 
to his flandard ; and the nobility gave him to un- 
derfland, that if he ihould prefume to join the ene- 
mies of his country, they would rife up in arms 
againft him : whereas they would ferve him with 
all their power in efFefting an accommodation with 
France. He was obliged to fubmit to this propo- 
fal, and abandon the earl of Buckingham, who fecr 
ing no profped: of reducing Nantes, and finding 
himfelf hampered for want of provifions, by the 
aftivity-of the Bretons, who generally intercepted 
his convoys, raifed the fiege during the Chriftmas 
holidays, and marched to Vannes, where, by the 
duke*s influence he was hofpitably received^ and 
provided* with convenient quarters in that neigh - 
. ' 4 bourhood. 
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A.c. !3So. bourhood. Mean whiJe a treaty was brought on 
the carpet at Paris, for an accommodation between 
Montfort and the king of France. This being con- 
cluded and ratified, the dukeconfented tp do homage 
to the French king^ and was reinftaxed in his dutchy 

A. c. J 381. Qf Bretagne and county of Montfprt. This sig/rcfi • 
ment was in all probability forwarded by ^ deiign 
of the earl of Buckingham to bring another ariny 
in the fpring from E^gl^^' ^* ^^ treaty itfelf was 
managed without his knowledge. Though incenfcd 
at the clandeftine conduft ^f the earl, ne did not 
think proper to manifeft his refentment in any viow 
lent meafures; but being fupplied with tranfports 

vr^fm^^* by him, he embarked his army, ^nd on the ele- 
venth day of April fet fail for England. 

poiuax. While the eprfl of Buckingham w^5 employed in 

this fruitlefs expediiion, the Scots made irruptions 
into the northern counties, which they ravaged with 
fire and fword; aiid the earl of Northumberland, 
as warden of the Marches, began to aflemble his 
foFces.to .oppofe the invaders ; but quarrelling with 
the inhabitants of Hpll ^nd Newcaftle, about a 
rich prize they had taken from the Scots at fea, 
they chwarued his meafures in fuch a manner, that 
ht could not colleft a body of troops fuificient tp 
engage -the enemy : and he received orders from the 
miniftry, commanding him to obferve the.truce with 
the ucmoft punduality. The Scots were fo far 
fpom .a&ing with fuch fcrupulovis regard to good 
faith, that they invaded Weftmoreland and Cum- 
t)erland, to the number of twenty thoufend, com- 
manded by earl Uouglas, who furprifcd Penrith, 
wafted the country, and returned to Scotland with 
an in^menfe booty ; while the hands of the warden 
were tied up, by a frefti order to avoid hoftilities, 
until matters could beamicably compromifcd. The 
.duke. of Lancafter is l^id to have been the author 
of tbefe inglorious meafures, that the king's arms 

might 
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jnight be more difengaged and at liberty to affift Ac. 1381. 
him in his fcheme upon the crown of Caftile. This 
coji^efture ieems to be confirmed by his fubfequent 
condudi:^ for, when he himfelf marched Co the 
IsTorcb, at the head of a numerous army, towards 
the end of fummer, inftead of chaflifing the ene> 
jny^ he propofed conferences for a peace, Thefe 
were opened accordingly ; and z truce being con- 
cluded for three years, he diibanded his forces, and 
Returned to the ibuthern parts of the kingdom. 
^ While be was abfent.upon this expedition, the par- 
liament met at Northampton; and, having de- 
liberated upon the ftate of the nation,, found that 
•cbe debts incurred by the king, fince the laft fub- 
iidy, amounted to one hundred and fucty thoufand 
|>ouad$ fteriing. The commons defired the prelates 
and lords to confider in what manner the neceilkry 
fum could be rai&d with the leait inconvenience to 
the people ; and, after due deliberation, jthey pro- 
f)ofed a taillage on every perfon, male and female, 
^ove the age of fifteen. This prc^K)fal was ap- 
proved ; and the parliament eftablifhed a poll tax 
of three groats upon every perion in the realm, to 
be levkd on each town by colled^ors .appointed for 
that purpoie. The more fubftantial people were 
enjoined to afllft the poorer fort, according to the 
^aioe of their eftatcs; and the produft of the tax 
was appropriated to the payment of arrears due to 
the Army of the ead cf Buckingham^ the equip- 
ment of a :3eet, and the defence of the kingdom. 

This in^po&ion gave birth to thofe conunotions stafeofthe 
which had like to have deftroyed the Englifli con- t^jjwt* "» 
ftitution* The copy- holders and land-tenants in ^ ^'"*^* 
villeoage, belonging to the church as well as to 
lay lor4s, had become wealthy, and, for fom^ titat 
paft, made divers efforts to recover that freedom 
to which they thooght they had a natural tide. 
Th^y .purchafed exemplifications in the king's 

court 
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A. c. 1381. (Court out of doomfday-book, of the manors and 
towns to which they belonged, exempting them from 
all manner of fervitude; and would not fufFer diftrefe 
to be taken, either by the fcrvants of their lords, or 
the officers of juftice : they engaged in affociations 
to ft and by one another, and even threatened their 
landlords with death and defolation. The comr 
mons had, in the firfl: parliament of this reign, 
complained of thefe rebellious proceedings, by 
which their property was alienated, their manors 
were ruined, and the peace of the nation endan- 
gered : a ftatute was enafted, declaring thofe ex- 
emplifications of no validity, apd ordering enquiry 
to be ipade after fuch aflbciators and rebels, that 
they might be tried and brought to condign punifh- 
ment. This law for fome time fuppreffed their in- 
folence; though the late taxes, which fell chiefly 
Upon the lower tenants, ferved to nourifli their dif- 
contents J and thefe were fomented by feditious 
preachers, who afferted in their fermons, that by 
nature all men are equal •, that fervitude was an un- 
juft oppreffion, contrary to the will of God ; and 
that it v/as their duty to fhake off the yoke, and 
maintain their birth-right* The minds of the Vul- 
gar were thus prepared for mifchief, when the man- 
ner of collefting the poll-tax provoked them to 
open revolt and infurredion. The king's neceflities 
bein^ fo importunate, that he could not wait until 
the money Ihould be coUefted, he farmed the tax 
to a fet of rapacious perfons, who committed num- 
berlefs afts of oppreffion, which drove the people to 
defpair ; and the minifters of fedition did not fail 
to inflame their paffions of indignation and revenge; 
infurred^ion' The infurreftion began in Eflex, where a report 
and Eifcx. was induftirioufly fpread, implying^ that the copy- 
holders and peafants were doomed to death j that 
their houfes would be burned, and their farms 
plundered. The country people, alarmed at this in- 
telligence. 
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tclligence, role in their own defence, arming them- -^'C-' 3^ i" 
felves with clubs, bows, fwords, and halberds ; and 
aflembling to the number of five thoufand, fent de- 
puties acrofs the river into Kent, defiring the inha- 
bitants of that county to join them in the coipmon 
caufe of liberty, that they might reform the ftate, 
and abolifh taxes. This deputation was fent in con- 
fequence of an incident, which had already produced 
a tumult among the Kentilhmen. One of the per- 
fons employed in collefting the poll tax had en- 
tered into a difpute with a plebeian, known by the 
name of Wat Tyler, who refufed to pay for his 
daughter, on pretence of her being under the age 
mentioned in the adt of parliament. The brutal 
coUeftor infilled upon her being a full grown wo- 
man J and, in order to afcertain his conjediure, pro- 
ceeded to afts of indecency, which provoked the 
ifather to fuch a degree, that he flew the tax-ga- 
therer upon the fpot. His caufe was immediately 
cfpoufed by all the populace in the neighbourhood, 
Who, encouraged by. the example of their friends in 
Effex, took to their arms ; and the fpirit of mutiny 
Ipread like a contagion, through SuflTex,. Surry, ' 

Hertfordfhire, and all the counties which formed 
the old kingdom of the Eafl: Angles. Not only 
the difcontented peafants, but all the debauched, 
profligate, and defperate villains, in thefe counties, 
took the field upon this occafion -,' and every fepa- 
rate multitijde chofe a leader of approved capacity. 
The people of condition negledtea them at firft, as 
mobs that would in a little time difperfe of them- 
felves ; but they foon became too formidable to be 
quelled by the civil power. They pulled down the 
houfes of the nobility and gentry, inflifted imme- 
diate death upon all the juftices and pradlitioners 
of the law that fell into their hands : they burned 
all court-rolls and records -, aqcj obliged all perfons 
to fwear tliey woul<;i be true t,o king Richard, ajd - 
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A.C. i3Sr. ixiit no king called John, and join wkh thein in op- 
pofing jaxes. At length Wat Tyler, at the head of 
the Kentifh infufgents, joined thofe of Eflex, com- 
manded by Jack Straw -, and, on the twelfth day 
of June advanced to Blackheath^ to the number of 
an hundred thoufand, with banners difplayed. The 
king fending thither meflengers to knovT the reafon 
of their infurrcdbon, they gave him to underftand, 
that they were come to fpeak to him about certain 
' important affairs; and defired he would come and 
hear what they had to propofe. Richard being ad- 
vifed to comply with their demand, aftually croflcd 
the Thames to give thehi that fatisfaftbn 5 bur; 
when they faw him approaching, they began to run 
towards the river, in order to intercept his retreat t 
fo that Simon Sudbury archbilhop of Canterbury, 
chancellor, and Sir Robert Hales, grand prior of 
the Knights hofpitallers, treafurer of England, hur- 
ried him bjck to the Tower with all expedition. The 
rebels, difappointed of their prize, called aloud, 
Treafon! treafon! Then running towards the bridge, 
entered the city, where they plundered feveral houfes, 
and murdered fome Flemifh merchants. Next day, 
being joined by the populace of the city, they at- 
tacked the palace of the Savoy, belonging to the 
duke of Lancafter, which they burned and levelled 
to the ground, after having deftroyed all the rich 
furniture, and broke in pieces vaft quantities of 
plate and jewels. Thence they proceeded to the 
Temple, where they burned all the books, j»pers, 
and records ; and having demoliflied the buildings, 
repaired to the priory of St. John at Clerkenwell, 
which they treated in the fame manner. Thdc ex- 
ploits being performed, they divided themfelves into 
three bodies ; one of which took the route to Hey- 
bury, where they pillaged and reduced to afhes k 
magnificent lioufe. belonging to the knights of St. 
Johti i a fecond, confifting chiefly of the people of 

Ef* 
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Effcx and HcrtfofdfliJre, potted themfelvcs o^ Mile- '^•^- «38«. 
End-Green ; the third took pofieifion of St. Ca* 
thafine's and ToWer-Hill. Thofe who tbrik up 
their quarters dt Mile-End, fent a, OKflkge to the 
king, defifing to fee him immediately^ otherwife 
they would pulj down thi^ Tower, and put hinl to 
death without Mctcy: and their companion^ on 
Tower- Hill intercepted the provifions intended fof 
the ttfe ef his ihajefty^ demanding aloud the be^ds 
of the chkhcellor and tre^furer. The archers and 
men ^t arms ih the Tower^ were fiiiftcient to have 
di^fended it againft fuch an undifcipiined abd HI- 
armed mUltiiude, had the^ iUSIed with becomirig 
^rit and tefelutioh ; but tht^ were feiaed with fuch 
a panic, th^t they could tldt even manage their 
arms ; and Ricfhard, tfraid 6f exafpemting the inr 
furgehts, bf i^fufing to c?0B(}ply with their requett^ 
rode but with k ftw atds^dUAts to eirpoAiilaxe with 
them at Mite-End, ivherfe hfe accofted them with 
great afikbility, telling them he wal their king) 
and defiring to know their griievances, that they 
might be ihiftiediately r*dreflcd. ^ They prefentcd 
him with a paper of demands^ and told him that ' . 
he Ihbuld be detailed tiiMfil they were granted under 
the great ftal. Thefe W^tt^ an ereriiption ^f all 
perfods throughout the ftAiifn frotti ^ifudage and 
fervitude; free liberty of buying, and felling in ci- 
ties, boroughs, ttiarket t^Wivs,) and all places what* 
foever ; the reduction of the rent of lands held ui 
villenage to four pence ah acre ; arid a general par*- 
don for aH ofiencds. The king graftitfcd their re?- 
queft, on condition that they would Tecum immc* 
diately to their owA habitations, and leave two or 
three of each parilh to receive the charters of f«w- 
dom, which were immediately drawn up, and lealed 
next morning. Thefc being delivered, the peafant^ 
of Eflex and Hertfordfhire immediately dUperfed. 
Richard hiitd ivr il^ner quoted the Towel') than thfe 

bod/ 
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AiC. i^i. i)5(jy pofted in the ndghbouring aventies rufheid irij 
without finding the Icaft oppolition : they forth- 
with beheaded the archbifhop and Sir Robert Hales j 
mafiacred fifteen other pbrfons in cool blood, and 
treated the king's mother with the utmoft indignity ; 
while the cowardly knights and their men at arms 
ftood inafkive, without daring to oppqfe fuch a 
brutal outrage. 

The fubftantial citizens df London novir began to 
reccoUeft themfelves from their confternation ; and 
Walworch, who happened to , be mayor j being fe- 
eonded by the gallant Philpot, perfuaded theni to 
take arms in defence of their fovereign. : M^an 
while the king fent a meflage to Wat Tyler^ offer- 
ing him and his people the fame charters which had 
fatisfied the men of Eflex -, but this favage plebeiaa 
being flefhed in blood, and intoxicat^ with his 
power and fuccefs, had. formed the defign of mur- 
dering the king and all the nobles, and erefting ^ 
defjpotifm on the ruins of the conftitution : he there- 
fore made no other reply to the king's nieflenger, 
but that he would confent to a peace provided he 
liked the terms ; and three fucceffive charters were 
fent him, and rejefted, in the corhpafs of a few 
hours. At lengthy Richard riding towards Smith- 
field, invited him to a conference, that he might 
know and remove his objeftions ; and he began to 
move towards that place with his followers^ but fo 
fbwly, that Sir John Newton, who delivered the 
meflage, told him the. king was waiting for him, 
and.idefired him to mend his pace. This proud 
demagogue took umbrage at the freedom of his 
remonftrance, and replied he might make what 
hafte he .would ; but, for his own part, he would 
jraove as he himfelf (hould think proper. When 
he approached the king, he did. not, offer to alight ; 
andi Sir John Newton blaming the indecency of his 
Jbehaviour,. he drew his dagger to ftab him for his 


R I C H A R D II. _. 97 

prefunlption. Newton drawing his weapon in his a.S*''3»w 

own defence; the king interpofed, and ordered Sir 

John to deliver up his dafgger to Tyler, who, not- 

ifrithftanding ail his infolence and brutality, feemed 

difconcerted by the prefence of his prince. In all 

probability, his intention was to plunge the dagger 

into Richard's heart j he eyed his fbvereign wii;h a 

gloomy afpeft ; his hand began *to fliake, and his 

countenance denoted diftraftion. His detnandis were 

fo extravagant, and made in fuch unconnedled 

phmfe, that Richard neither perfectly underftood ' 

his meaning^nor would he give aflent to his pro- 

pofai. The intention of both was to amufe eacli 

other t for Tyler expefted a reinforcement' next 

day from Hertfordfhire ; and the king kneV/ that 

Sir Robert Knolles was on his rnarch at the Head 

of a thoufand veterans, coming to his afliftancel 

' Neverthelefs, the infolent plebeian could not brook 

a refufal ; and thinking perhaps this was a proper 

opportunity to ftrike the blow he had meditated, 

he lifted up the dagger, as if he intended to plunge 

it in the bofom of his fovereign ; when Walworth* 

perceiving his drift, rode up and dunned hini with 

a blow of his mace: Philpoc finilHed hrs fate,* by 

thrufting his f^ord through the ru(fian*s body : fo Deatitof 

that he fell dead from his horfe. His followers fee^ "^^^"^y^^. ^ 

ing him drop, exclaimed, VOur captain 13 (lain ; 

*' let us revenge his death :** and beht their bows 

for that purpofe. But the kingV thdtagh not quite 

fixteen years of age, rode up to them with ad- 

mirai>te courage and prefence of tnind, faying, 

•« What would you h-ave, itiy lieges ? Give yout"- 

•* felves no concern about the death of that trairoh 

^* I am your captain r follow me, arid I will grant 

'•'you- all your ieafonabledefires.'* They were fp • ~ 

confounded at the ' death of their leader,* and the 

magnanimity of their prince, that they darft not 

* ventureto let fly their arrows, but followed him as 

NuM». XXXIII. H 15 
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.^CtsSf. it were mechanically, into the fields of IfKngton. 
Before they, could recoiled themfclves. Sir Robert 
Knolles appeared with his band of veterans^ and 
fome thoufands of Londoners, who took to their 
arms under Walworth, immediately after the dearfi 
of Tyler. The fight of thcfe troops cpmpkted the 
deje£iion of the infurgents ; arui the king offering 
them a general pardon, and the fame kind of ckarter 
he h^d alricady granted to their companions^ they 
fell down on their knees, and fubmitted. SirRjohcrt 
Knolles, and other officers th^t wece about the 
king's perfon, propofed that fome hundreds ^f 
them ihould be put to the fword in terrorem.;, bujt, 
as many perfons had been compelled to jo'mt4ieiii» 
he would not fufFer that example to be A)tde, left 
the' innocent ihould be confounded with the ^iky ; 
yet he ordered proclamation to be made, thatjione 
of them fliould be admitted within the walls of the 
city. Next, day, however, they received their 
charter of infranchifement, and returned to their 
: refpeftive habitations. 
h^Sl? A frefli. body of mutineers from Hertfordttiire 
parts of the was \xi fuU mafch to join Tyler when they received 
country, ^j^^ j^g^g q£ j^jg death, and the difperfion of their 

confederates. Neverthelefs they ftill kept together, 
*• :- a-nd extorted letters of manumiflion from the mo- 
naftery of St. Alban's, and other lords to whom 
they owed vaflalage'; fome oif whom tbcy mur- 
dered. They likewife compelled the abbot dnd 
convent jo deliver up all their charters and privi- 
legesji which they committed to the flames in the 
market place* They even pleaded the royal au- 
thority jfor the outrages they committed^ UBtil the 
king publilhed a proclamation, commanding 9II 
mayors^ flierifFs, bailiffs, and other officers . of the 
.peace, to fupprefs thefe commotions. The reft <^f 
the kingdom was not free from the fame kiiid i^f 
infurredtions. The peafancs of Suffolk ikifikiog 

.... :they 
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they had ds good a title to liberty as thofc of Kent ^'^* '38u 
and Eflex, took to their arms, and ftruck off the 
head of S|r John Cavendifh, lord chief-juftiqe of 
,En|glan|d: they' hkewife murdered two monks be- 
.longing tp tixe convent of St. Edmundfhury, which 
they robbed of all its charters j w^le thde of Nor- 
,fplk rpfe under the cpnduft of, one kn9wn by the 
.name of Joijin Littefter, or the Dyer, Who afFefted 
.great ftate, apd compelled all the freeholders of the 
cqitnty to coi^gtenanqe his pfoceeciings. He ordered 
l^is followers, to beat out the brains of Sir Robert 
JS^e, who had pfefume^ to cenfurc his condud ; 
and obliged Sir Wiiliarp Mqrlev ^pd Sir John 
Brev^es, iq fet pyt for the .cpurt, jn ord.^r to intro- 
duce three pf his followers as deputies to his ma- 
jefty. Thefe had inftrudioris to follicit an ample 
charter pf liberties, and to prefent jthe. king with a 
large fvim of money, which they had extorted from 
the city of Nqrwich. In their journey to London 
they werie fpet by Henry Spcnfer, the warlike bi-' 
fhop of Norwich, who, being informed of their 
.errand, ordered them to be beheaded without cere- 
mony. Being afterwards joined by fome gentlemen 
of the county and their adherents, he advanced 
againft the infurgents, who lay at North Wallham, 
^d w^s jtl\e:firft'man who entered their entrench- 
ments fwprd in hand : the rebels fought for fome 
time wijh great fury ; but were at length routed by 
the martial prelate, and a great number was flain in 
the pmrfuit. The Dyer and his principal accom- 
plices. J^ewg.t^en, were hanged and quartered;' 
and thi?:quiet pf the country vyas foon re-eftabliflied. 
After this yidory the- biflfaop marched into the 
xountisj ,pf Cambridge. and Huntingdon, where h^e 
r^ucfid.^ll (he mutinous peafants to their duty, and ' 
thjtti jei)tei^ing Su^olk, difllpated t^e rebels of that 
c0unty,. yi^ ^Ijad put to death a great i^uniber of 
. ?. H 2 ' prac- 
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A.c.s3^x. pradlitioners of the law^ and committed ttrribltf 

. ravages. 
The iiifar- _Notwithftandirtg thefe repeated overthrows and . 
^",e/^(j executions, the infurgents of Effex had the pre* 
gelled. fumption to fend deputies to the king for a Confirm 
ihation of their charter i but by this time Richard 
was in a condition to treat with them as they dcf- 
ferved. Iminediately after the drfperfion of Tyler'a 
adherents he had aflembled his milkary tenant^, 
and fummoned his faithful ftbjefts to take arms for 
the fecurity of his perfon ; and in three days be 
itiaftered forty thoufand men on BlackheatK. ' On 
the thirtieth day of June hef publiflied a proclama- 
tion, requiring ali tenants to do their accullomed 
fervices j and fending a detachment of tto&pi into 
the heart of Kent, to maintain the peace of that 
county, marched in perfbn again ft the rebels of 
• Effex, who being defeated in two fucceflive enga^* 
ments at Billerecay and Sudbury, fubmitted, and 
fued for mercy. During this expedition the king 
being at Chelmsford, iffued letters-patent revoking 
the charters he had granted to the infurgents rf 
^aiftnj. Kent and Effex, alledging, that they had forfeited 
R tS^*"* all title to fuch indulgence by their fubfequiint t€- 

Knyghton^ 'bcnron. 

The ling- Richard halving totally quelled all tWe infiirrec- 

^*d punX^^^^"^' during which above fevert thoufand perfonb 

•d. had loft their lives in different parts of the country, 

he granted, commiffions for trying the ringleaders 

/of thofe rebellious peafarits ; and among the reft 

one Johrt' Bull, a fanatic prieft, who a£ted ai princi- 

•par incendiary, and even from the firftmianifeftation 

of their difcontent, ipirited them up to mifchicf and 

revok, bfiinflammatefy^Xermons and circular fctf- 

ters, boach'ed in qliaint my^rious rhymes, aklmir^- 

. bfy calctilated to work up the mirtkte, of ignorarit 

luftics to fury and cnihufiafriii 'Wfe^ they fifft 

. afiembkd^ 


R I C H A R D II. loi 

•fiembled at Blackheath, he exhorted them in a fer- ^.c. 1381. 
inon to be flout in aflerting their liberty, which 
could not be fecured without killing all the great 
men of the kingdom, the lawyers, juftices, and 
jjarymen ; and then tb^re would be equal freedom^ 
rank, and power, among all perfons. This wretched 
fanatic, together with Jack Straw, and the other 
chieftains th^t were taken, being tried and con- 
yidbed of trieafon, owned before execution, that 
when they, infilled upon the king's coming to them 
at Blackheath, their defigp was to have (lain all his 
attendants, and carried himfclf in perfon round the 
kingdom, as a fanftion %o ^heir proceedings, until 
they fbould have been joined by the people in all 
the different counties : then, they woyld have fudr 
denly maflTacred all the nobility and knights, who 
cither by their advice or perfonal valour were ca- ^ 
pable of pppofing their progrefs j and laflly, they 
would hav^ f^crificed the king, the bifhops, and all 
the clergy, exc?:pt the mendicant friars, who (hould 
have becji sallowed a comfortable fubfiflence, for 
confefflng and celebrating divine fervice t|;iroughoiit 
the kingdom. After having deflroy^d the form 
of religion and gov^rnpient, they propofed to en- 
aft new laws, create Wat Tyler king of Kent, and 
fet up tk monarch for every county. As for that 
pretender to the throne of Kent, he had determined 
to burn and plunder the city of London, and di- 
vide the fpoil among his followers, v/hen his exe- 
crable purpofe was preveated by the fpirit of Wal- 
worth and Philpot, who, together wit,h alderman 
Bembre and Laud, were knighted and recoilipecced 
with lands for the fervices they had performed in 
cxtinguifhing this dangerous. rehellipn. 

During thefe comrnotions the duke of Lanc^fter Thechartw 
was in the North, managing the treaty with the ^l^'^^f^""^ 
Scots^ who, in confideration thereof, had fovbore the viiiamt 
t4king , advantage of . th^. trojjbles ji\. l;j[ig]and,. tl.Variu-'* 

^ ' H J While meat. 
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n.c. 13S1. While this negotiation was on the carpet, a quarrel 
had happened between the duke and the carl of 
Northumberland, which laft had refufcd the other 
Admittance into Berwick; ^nd now both came, 
with their followers in arms, to the parliament, 
which was fummoned to meet on the fixteenth day 
of September, to take meafures for quieting the 
minds of the people, which were ftill in agitation : 
the feflion, however, was prorogued to the fourth 
day of November ; and in the mean time the dif- 
ference bptwecn thofe two great noblemen was com- 
promifed. The members of both houfes being 
convened, the king gave them to underftand, that 
he had been obliged to grant letters of freedom and 
manumiflRon to the peafants, in order to avoid mif- 
chief; wd that he had fince revoked them by the 
advice of his council, as charters extorted by coni- 
pulfion, contrary to reafon, law, juftice, and the 
rights and privileges of the prelates, lords, and free- 
holders of the realm : he defired, however, to 
know their fentiments on the fubjeft, according to 
which they ihould either be repealed or confirmed. 
The lords and commons uhanimoufly refolved, 
that fuch charters obtained by violence, were con- 
trary to law, injurious to the nobility, and deftruc- 
tive to the kingdom ; for which reafons they were . 
declared null and void, and repealed by authority 
of parliament. Then the commons proceeded to 
in enquiry about the caufes of the late commotion, 
4nd having deliberated upon the fubjeft, igiputed 
it chiefly to the oppreflion e*ercifed over the pea- 
fants by the king's officers and the courts of law, 
which encouraged fuits and quarrels in the country. 
The king appointed a committee of prelates and 
lords to infpeft the conduft of fuch officers, that 
the grievance might be redreflfed : all perfonswhofe 

.; writings and vouchers had been burned by the in- 

fgrgents, Were invited to come and produce . proof 

before 
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before the king*s council, that they might receive '^ ^* ■^"•* • 
exemplifications without trouble or expence. The 
next objef): of their confideration was the necefllty^ 
of publilhing pardons for thofe lords and g<:i|tle- 
men, who, in oppofing the rebels had committed 
illegtil anions, as well as for the towns,. boroughs, 
and country people who had been concerned in^the 
infurreftion. From t*his laft aft of amnefty the 
ringleaders of the infurgents were nominally ex- 
cepted, together with the town of St. Edmundsbury, 
the inhabitants of which were concerned in the 
murder of the chancellor, treafurer, and chief- 
juftice i and thofe of Cambridge who had plun- 
dered Bennet college, carried away all the char- 
ters of the univerfity, extorted bonds from the 
mailers and fcholars, and committed divers other 
enormities, by the connivance of the magiftrates. 
Their franchifes wer^ therefore forfeited, fome of 
their privileges granted to the univerfity, and the 
reft reftored to the town, upon the Aibmiffion of 
the inhaWtants. Thefe claufcs being fettled, the 
commons eagerly defired they might be pafled into 
a law ) obferving at the ikme time, that confidering 
the ill humour of the people, they could not ven- 
ture to grant any fort of taliiage. But the king 
refufed to comply with their requeft until th«y 
ihould have made fome provifion for the neceffities 
of the ftate j then they voted a fubfidy on wool 
and leather, and the pardons pafiing the great ieal, 
the parliament was adjourned to the twenty-fourth 
day of January. ^^ "^ 

Two fucceffive treaties had been brought upon J^!J^^ 
the carpet for the marriage of Richard, firft with 
Catherine daughter of Barnaby Vifconti duke of 
Milan, and afterwards with Catherine daughter of 
the late emperor Lewis ; but both thefe proving 
abortive, a match was at length concluded between 
hifn and Anne, fifter of the emperor Winqeflaus 

H4 king 
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A, C138J. i^jng of Bohemia -, a lady whofe high rank lecms to 
have been confidercd as a fufficient compenfation 
for her want of fortune ; for, inftead of bringing 
a portion fuitable to her quality, her brother Win- 
ccflaus ftipulated fdr a loan of eighteen thoufand 
marks, one moiety of which was to be remitted 
^ Upon the delivery of the princefs at Calais, She 

arrived in JEngland a few days before Chriftma^ ; 
and after the holidays the nuptials were iblemnized : 
then Ihe was crowned with great pomp in Weft- 
kymX. minftfer abbey, and folemn tournaments were held 
'ira^fing. upon the occafion. Thefe diverfions being finiflicd, 
the-parliament met again, and continued the fub- 
fidy on wool and leather for four years next enfoing. 
It was in this feflion the dtlke of Lancafter propofed, 
that he (h6tild tranfport a body of forces to the 
Jifliftance of the king of Portugal, who was hard 
preffcd by the king of CaftiJe. As the Portuguefe 
monarch wias a very ufeful ally to England, the fearl 
of Cambridge had been fent in the preceding year 
with a fmall body of forces to fuccour him in his 
diftrcfs; and by their valour they had a6hiaUy • 
raifed the fiege of Lisbon, which the Spaniards had 
undertaken : but they were not numerous enough 
to aft ofFenfively ; and the duke of Lancafter, who 
never loft fight of his claim upon Caftile, attempted 
to borrow of the parliament fixty thoufand pounds, 
for riiftfig a fufficient number of forces to drive the 
Spaniards out of Portugal, promifing to repay the 
money iji three years, cither in fpecie, or by fome 
fervice that fhould . be acceptable to the nation. 
The. prdpdftl was debatied in both houfes ; but the 
commons were fo far from complying with his 
requeft, that, when they granted the fubfidy for 
the defence of the realm, they exprefsly declared, 
' they would not invdlvie themfelves in a quarrel 

with Spain on any pretence wbatfoevcr. 

Puring 
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During thefe tranfaftions in England, France ^' ^•'s*** 

/. 1 til* • • /• • Purpofc of 

was expofed to all the irtconveniencies or a mino- invading 
rity. Lewis duke of Anjou,cldcft uncle to theyoung/'^<^«> 
king Charles VI. burthened the people with fuch 
grievous taxes, as produced infurre(^ions in Paris, 
Ronen, and other populous cities : his brothers the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy, v/ho were aflbciated 
with him in the adrtiiniftration, refufed to concur in 
his meafures ; and great diforder arofe from their 
diffenfion, Thefe crrcuniftances being confidered, 
this was judged a favourable conjunft'ure for inr 
vading France with fuch an armament as might 
intimidate her into a peac«, which would be very ac- >' 

ceptable to the Englilh, who fufFercd greatly in their 
trade by the French depredations. A council be- 
ing held at Windfpr, the lords were unanimoufly 
of opinion, that the king fhipuld invade France 
with a royal arrny ; and they offered to ferve under 
him with a certain number of men at arms and 
archers. The merchants of London and other 
trading towns being prcfled to advance money for ' 
this fervice, declined running any rifk without the 
fecurity of the parliament, which was therefore 
called on the feventeenth day of May, to remove 
their fcruplcs, and make provifion for the govern- 
ment of the realm during the king's abfence. -Even 
then a committee of merchants appointed to con- 
fider of means and ways to raife the neceffary fum, 
which would amount to fixty thoufand pounds, 
propofedj that the lords fpiritual and temporal, to- 
gether with the knights of the (hires, fhould lend 
a confiderable fum for the neceflity of the ^govern- 
ment, without intereft; and they would exprefs 
their loyalty in the fame manner, upon proper fe- 
^curity, without which they declared they would not 
lend one farthing. The parlianient^ difappointed 
in this quarter, en aded ordinances, permitting fo- 
r-eigncrs tp buy and fell their merchandi^je all over 

England', 
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A. c. i3«*» England, by virtue of the king's licence ; and per- 
mitting aliens as well as natives, to export wool for 
a certain term, on paying the duties at Calais, and 
remitting pare of the fubfidy on wool and leather, 
to fuch as ihould make prompt payment within a 
limited time. Thefe regulations not anfwering 
the purpofe, the fchemeof the expedition was layed 
afide i but the merchants of the Weft, offering to 
maintain a fleet for the fafe-guard of the coaft, their 
propofal was accepted, and a tax laid upon wine 
and merchandize for that fervice. 
cnifadc When the parliament broke up, conferences were 

againft Opened for a peace between England and France, 
cdbyThc bi- atid the negotiation fucceeded fo far that both par- 
AopofNor- ties agreed to a fhort ceflation of arms : but a final 
treaty was in a great meafure prevented by a fchifm 
in the church, by which all Europe was divided. 
When pope Gregory X. died at Rome, the inhabi- 
' tants of that city refolved, that no perfoo fhould 
fucceed him in the papal chair but one who woujd 
refide in Italy. Thisrefolution was fignified to the 
college of cardinals, who were geherally natives of 
France; and thefe in a formal inftrument, pro- 
tefted againft the validity of the eledion, in cafe 
any violence Ihould be offered to the conclave.. 
The Romans became fo furious on the day of elec- 
tion, that the cardinals durft not venture to oppofe 
their will ; and the archbifhopof Bari bengchofen, 
affumed the name of Urban VI. The French car- 
dinals were nofooner at liberty, than they retired to 
the kingdom of Naples^and difclaiming the eledion 
as extorted by violence, proceeded to a new choice, 
which fell upon the cardinal of Geneva, who took 
the name of Clement VII. Urban, who was na- 
turally four, proud, and inflexible, being alarmed 
at this oppofition in the perfon of an accomplifhed 
rival, fupported by fuch. a powerful nation as 
France, layed afide his haughty deportment, and 

en- 
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endeavoured to ingratiate htnifelf with the poten- a.c. iiii. 
tates'of Europe, He created nine and twenty car- 
dinals in one day, and elevated to that dignity Philip' 
©rAlenfon, a prince of the blood in France : he 
confirmed the cleftion of WinccQaus to the Impe- 
rial throne i and that prince efpoufing his caufe, 
engaged the court of England in the fame intereft : 
their example was followed by the northern poten^ 
tates, while Clement was fupported by the kings of 
France, Caftile, Scotland, and Cyprus^, the counts 
of Savoy and Geneva, which laft w^s his brother, 
the duke of Auftria, and fome other German 
princes. All Italy was involved in war ; the en- 
terprifing Jane queen of Naples declared againft 
Urban, and furniflied his rival with forces 5 the * 
emperor ient a body of troops to the aiEftance of 
Urban : two battles enfued, in the firil of which 
Clement obtained the victory, but in the laft he 
was vanquifhed ; and flying to France took up his 
refidence at Avignon. The court of France pre- 
vailed upon him to preach up a crufade againft 
Richard king of England and his fubjedts -, while 
his competitor excommunicated him as an antipope, 
and fcnt over a commiffion to the warlike bifhop 
of Norwich, to command a crufade againft him 
and all his adherents. He at the fame time vefted 
this prelate with a plenary power as legate, to grant 
difpenfations to clergymen who (hould ferve in 
peribn, excufing them from attending their cures j 
and to b^ftow . fuch indulgences and abfolution as 
were granted to thofe who had engaged in crufades 
againft the Infidels. The people enlifted in this 
expedition with incredible ardour *, and all ranks 
ci both fexes contributed largely towards the ex- 
pence, by parting with their money, plate, jew- 
els, and furniture, even before the bifhop was em- 
powered by the king to put the pope's fcheme in 
execution. It was, however, determined in council^ 
I . thait 
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A.c i3«2. that an effort fliould be made againft France -, .amj^ , 
a parliament was convoked on the fixth day of 
Oftober, in hope of obtaining a fupply for than 
purpofe. The bifliop of Hereford, having ex^ 
plained the caufe of their meeting, mentioned twa^ 
ways of annoying the enemy, either by joining thc. 
Flemings, who had broke with France, and foli-* 
cited the affiftance of the Englifh, or accepting the 
prcjpofal of the duke of Lancafter, who offered to 
Ijiake a diverfion in Spain with a certain number of. 
forces, provided they would fupply him with three 
^nd forty thoufand pounds, which he engaged to 
refund in money or fcrvice. The comntons re- 
jcfted this propofal of the duke, whoip they hated 
for the haqghtinefs of his manners, and whole de- 
figns they fufpefted of difloyalty, and refolved ta 
encourage and fupport the bifliop of Norwich in 
his crUfade, as he propafed to tranfport his troops 
%o Calais, and march to the fuccdur of the Flem-. 
ings, who were the antient and moft ufeful allies, of 
the Englifl). They therefore petitioned the throric, 
that the Marches of Calais might be granted for a 
certain term to that prelate, with a confiderable fum 
of money, out of the large fubfidy they had juft voted . 
for the defence of the kingdom, that he might be» 
enabled to affcmble his troops and crofs the fei 

Rot. Parh without d^lay. 

His contraft The fcffion breaking up, the members had fcarce 

king.^^*" retired to their own homes, when advice wa$ 
brought that the French had routed the Flemings 
with great flaughter in two fucceffive battles ; . and 
reduped all the great towns in Flaaders, except 
Ghent, the fiege of which they had afitually under- 
taken. A council was immediately convened ac 
Weftminfter, where it was refolved, that the king 
Ihould fct out in perfon for the relief of that city ; and 
,9, parliament was fummoned to raeei in February^; 
|hat they might deUbcrate nfQfi thi^ refoliitioB^ 
6 . which 
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^nich was explained to them at the opening of the ^ ^* «3^3« 
ftflion, by the bifliop of London, high-chancellor 
df' the realm. The commons having confolted, with 
a committee of the other houfe on the fuBjeft of 
his majefty*s voyage, g^ve It as their opinion, thic 
thfe truce with the Scots being alltioft expired, arid 
^that natidn aflually employed in making prepara- 
tions to renew their hoftilities, lieither the king him- 
fdf, nor anyone of his three tincl^s, could be fpared 
out of the realm, until the peace of the borders 
Ihould be fecured. They therefore 'recomrtiended 
to his majefty's. acceptance the fchemeof the bifliofx 
6f Norwich, who offered to raife a confiderable af- 
'tay for the rdief of Ghent and reduftion of Flail- 
dersj and afterwards to cafiy the war into Francd, 
tn condition of his receiving the fubfidres Which 
had been granted in the' Jaft pariiarttent. ; By this 
time the biffiop having ihore maturely conlidered 
the nature of the expedition, altered his firft pro- 
|)ofal, and engaged to ferte the king one year with 
five and twenty hundred men at ar^s, and the hke 
iiuniber of archers well mounted and accoutred, fof 
the whole fifteenth granted by the laity, that two 
thoufartd of that number fhould be ready to enrt- 
• bark within twenty days after the firft payment ; 
and, that he would defray the charge of fhipping \ . 
' and all other exj3ences. ' ^'^' ^^'' 

This propofal being chearfully embraced b'y ^»» «p^^- ^ 
Richard, the biffipp began to affefnble h\t troops, Fia«dL^/ 
and was joined by a great number of volunteers and 
enthufiafts; who emfbarked in the expedition from 
Religious liiotSves. With thefc he crofled the fea in 
May to' Ctflaiv where he propofcd to remain until 
he jh6uld be reinforced by William de Bcauchamp, 
whom the king had appbrnted his lieutenant : bnc 
he being detiained in England by the dilatory prq- 
ceedings of the duke of Lancafter, who endcayoure'd 
|o thwanU the biith'opfor ^^ing interfered with bi^ 
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^•c.i3«3- defign, the crufards became fo impatient and muti* 
nous, that their leader took the field, and attacking 
Gravclines, reduced jit by a defperate aflault. Thp 
inhabitants and garrifon of Durikirl;^, intimidatejd 
by this exploit, opened their gajces.to the vidlor ; 
while the count of Flanders, who *was inxirely un- 
der French influence, prepared to give him battle. 
The bifhop, who was by this time joined by the 
gallant Sir Hugh de Calverly, marched out to meet 
him with great confidence, tho' his .arxpy afnouate^i 
,to thirty thoufand men. An engagement enfuing, 
. the count was totally routed i and Caflel, Dixmuyd^, 
Bourburg, Newport, and Popperen, fur rendered tp 
the victorious Englifti. The king of I^rance alarm- 
ed at the progrefs of the bifliop, afieoihled an,armf 
of one hundred thoufand men, to cphaftife his pr^- 
fumpt;ion; and in t^e rnean time the Engliih wei;e 
joined by a vaft ^ umber of frefji crufards from 
England, thoufands of whom con£^ed of the very 
dregs of the people, and profligate mifcreapts, al- 
lured by the hope of plunder. Thefe were tran- 
fported at the expence of Sir John Piiijpot •, and be- 
came fuch an incumbrance to the ^rmy, that the 
bifhop defired he would check his zeal, and fe^nd 
no fuch naked ruffians for the future. The prelate's 
forces being now increafed to ninety thoufand, he 
refolved to hazard a pitched battle with the French 
king ; but there were a (et of nxutineers in his army, 
who publicly declared, that they would not marqh 
into France, until they fhould have t^n Yprej, 
where they expedted immenfe plunder ^ fo that hye 
* was obliged to undertake the fiege of that plac^, 

contrary to his own judgment. He gave /everal 
furious aflaults, but was always repujfcd by tl^e 
French garrifon ; and thefe repeated mUcarriages 
difpiriting the troops,, that fought from theimpulfe 
of enthuliafm or the fpirit of depredation, whiqh 
cannot brook much fatigue or oppofuipn> they r^- 

5 'jefted 
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jcftcd ^U difcipHhe and reftraiat, ravaged jchc Mja- ^ *^' '^i- 
cent country,, and defertpd in fuch numbers, that 
their leader found it abfolutcly neceffary.to abandon 
his entofpriee M th)4 approach of the French army, 
and retire to. Dunkirk /with fome precipitation, 
leaving all bisaxtiUery and •ammunition as >a. prey 
to the €5nemy:* ' Sir Hugh tie CaJvcrly and Sir 
Thomas Trivet ihrew jtheiiiijblycs into Bourburg, 
which M^as imnaediajely inyefted by Cbarks, who 
Aimn^ned them to AirroKkroh pain of being put 
to the iward. without mercy. :.Far fro© beingiiwti- 
Qoidated by tihis menace Itfaey ftood two:dc^rjKce • 
aflaults, in which the aggreffors were repulfed with 
gre4t flaugbter ; and . then xibtaincd an lt*>oouf able 
capitiilatioflDL, by virtue of .which they retired to Ga- 
/lais. The French king j. marching to firayelines, 
found the^^ilhop fo refohitAly determined to make 
a, vigorous defence, ? tbat^^^arlcs oflfercd to cooduift 
him and his^f'^^s to anyrfjilacje they ibould name, 
and pay fifjceenrthouiaad maKks:ds a conii'deration ibr 
the prorifions, and.libei^y to demolifli the;fortifi- 
cations. The biihop finding the courage, of. his 
crufards coofiderably. coaled, demanded a tniceibr 
a certam . number of days, at the exptratloor of 
which hepix^mif^togiveadeiixikiveanrwer; and, 
this being gi^anted, he fent a mei&nger .neidtra ietter 
ho the king, rprefling him to fend a remforcement 
. to his relief.. Richard was by this time imjoiecfed 
in all the riot and debauchery of tinthinUing yomli ; 
he had hsen debarred the advantage of la prx^ser 
education^ and>he had not natioxal fagadty to &tp- 
ply thisdefed. He indulged*hls.pa(Ik)ns tO'Cacceis ^ 
...and wasgiddy^ volatile, and voluptuous, widhout 
that good fenfe and difcernment which o&cn Hune 
.throijigh themifts of irregularity, and intemperance, 
, and promifq «q agreeable iafter^jday of . reafbn and 
: .^:efle€tion. ;:Hc was.fiHTQunidcd-mth peniicious-fy- 
,^»phants,. and his.brain heated .v^th riot and. j-eTd- ^ 

ling 
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A. c. 1383. ling at Daintry in Northamptonlhire, wheh he re- 
ceived the biihop's latter, which he had no foonet' 
perufcd than he called* for his horfe, and pofted 
fingly to London, breathing deftrudion to France, 
and perfonal defiance to Charles. At his arrival he 
fent for the duke of Lancafter, and appointed him 
commander in chief of an army defigned for the 
bifliop's relief ; but, before the troops could be af- 
fembled and embarked, the truce expiring, the bi- 
« fhop was obliged to em'brace the terms propofed ^ 
and having difmantled Gravelines, retired to CalafS9 

Fmiflart. fj-Qj^^ whcncc he returned to England with the wreck 

Walling. ^ , . *-* 

of his army. . 

iWcmk»n. The bad fuccefs of this expedition concurred With 
other circumftances todifprrit ^nd difguft the nation. 
The Scots had made an. irruption into England, 
and demoliflied the caftle of Werk : and wten the 
duke of Lancafter propofed an interview with the 
prince of Scotland, * the «quefl: was granted ; but* 
inltead of agreeing to a peace with England, they 
concluded a treaty: of alliiince with the French king, 
who obliged himtelf to fend* a ftrong body of forces 
into Scotland, together with a certain number of 
arms, and forty thoufend franks of gofd, to be era- 
ployed in the profecution of a war with England. 
The marechal de Sancere had expelled the Englilh 
entirely from the Limoufin, and even reduced many 
of their forts in Poitou ; the Norman privateeJrs 

. had taken a large fleet of (hips belonging to the 
JEngfifh merchants j and feveral (hips of war had 
been obliged to furrender to the Caftilian navy on 

. thecoaft of Rochclle. All thefe difafters combined 
did not difcourage the, people (o much as the in- 
confiderate and^extravaganc condufk of the king, 
who gave himfelf up wholly to a fet of worthl^fs 
3atterers who feduccd him to his rain, and plunged 
him in all manner of excefs. His uncle the duke 
of Ldncafter chofe to live ac a diHlance from cQurc, 
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bh various pretences, rather than mingle with the a.c;ijS§i 
herd of low pat^fites that furrounded his nephew i 
and the bilhop of London refigned the great fealj 
.\^hich was dehvercd to Sir Michael de la Pole, the 
fon of a rich merchant in Kingftoil upon Hull, who 
rendered himfelf famous in the fe^ueh This man^ 
fticceeding to his father's wealthy fupplied the king 
with money at exorbitant u fury ; and being of a 
cunning pUable difpofition, fodn infinuated himfelf 
into the confidence and affeftion of Richard^ by ex- 
erting all his induftry in gratifying the paffions and 
appetites of his prince. While the king fquandcred 
away his revenue upon his favourites and pleafures, 
the queen aded with the fame profufion towards 
her needy and rapacious countrymen ; lb that their 
finances were foon exhaufted ; and their neceflities, 
together with the fituation of public affairs^ required 
the afliftance and advice of a parliament, which was 
afi!;mbled at Wcftminfter on the firft day of No- 
vember. The new chancellor opened the feffion 
with a detail of the public afiairs ; and obferved 
that as the war had defcended to the king with his 
crown, the parliament was obliged in honour to 
fopport it effeftually* He told them delays were * 
dangerous ; that it was the king's pleafure they 
ihould poftpone all Other bufinefs, till that of the 
necefiary fupplies ihould be adjufted ; and that no 
member ihould depart from the parliament without / 
ipecial leave from his majefty. The lords and com* 
mons, in obedience to this addrefs, took the necef- 
iities of the war into confideration, and voted two 
half fifteenths, on condition the clergy would make 
a grant in the ufual proportion •, then they pro* 
ceeded to deliberate upon the caufes of the late mif- 
carriage in Flanders, which the chancellor imputed 
to the biihop of Norwich, whom he therefore im- 
peached for non-performance of his engagements 
with the king. The articles of his charge imported^ 
N^33: I , that 
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A.c. 13SS* that he had received eighteen thoufand franks of gold 
frpm the enemy *, that he had not engaged the be{(: 
o^ers that were to be found, or a king's lieutenant 
to difcipline his troops v and that he had not ferved 
half the time ftipulatcd in his contrafl:, nor muf- 
tqred his forces at Calais, according to the ^latute 
of his" obligation. The bi(hop ealily acquitted him- 
fclf of the fir ft article,, and made fuch excufes for 
the fubfeqyent part of his condu6t> as plainly proved 
that he haid ai5bed with fpirit and capacity \ but, as . 
he owned that fome of hts followers had mi(behaved» 
and that he had not ferved the full time mentioned 
in his contradt, he was adjudged to make fine and 
ranfom at the king's pleafure \ and the temporali- 
ties of his bifhopric were feized for that purpofe. . 
The refentment of the parliament fell next upon the 
ringl^ders of the mutiny, to which all the difaftera 
of the campaign had certainly owed their origin* 
Sir Thomas Trivet, Sir Henry Ferrers, Sir Wil- 
liam EUingham, and Sir William Harrendon, were 
accufed of having received twenty thoufand franks, 
rf gold from the French for the furrendcr of difie- 
rent places. As they had aAually touched the mo- 
ney in payment for the provifions, which they dc-. 
livercd up to the enemy, they fubmitted to the 
court'; and their fentcnce imported that they (hould 
refund the money for the ufes of government, and 
be imprifbned until they fhould pay fine and ranfom 
at the king's pleafure. 

FrTncc''*^ This campaign of the bifliop,. though unfortu* 
nate for himiCelf, waa yet of Ibme fervice to his 
country. The duke of Brctagne ferved in the army 
of France *, and, as he ftill retained an uncommon 
regard for his old benefadiors, he took this oppor- 
tunity to. mediate a peace between the two nations.. 
Having peprefent^d to Charles the benefit thac 
would accrue to his kingdom from a pacification^ 
he ient two knights to propofe a treaty to Richr 
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4ttrdi and Lancaftcr went over to Calais to treat ^c. 1383- 
upon the fubjedt. Conferences were opened with 
the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, at Lenlingcn 
between Calais and Boulogne; but the French in- 
iilting upcm the reftitution of Calais, Cherbourg, 
and Bn&j and th^ Engli^ refufing to give them 
up, all that could be obtained was a truce from Ja- 
nuary ill! Michaelmas, including the inhabitants of 
Ghent ; but the Scots did not chufe to be compre>- 
iiended in the agreement. The count of Flanders ^- ^- *3' 
eagerly oppofed th<^ article in favour of the Flem- 
ings ; and dying at Stomer^ in a few days after thii 
convention, the duke of Burgundy, who had mar- 
Vied his daughter and heirefs, fucceeded to his do- 
minions. Rymer, 

The Scots having committed ravages on the bor*- The duke of 
ders, the duke of JLancaftcr at his return to Eng- h^*!*' 
]and was font with the earl of Buckingham, at the ^^**'"^** J 
head of a numerous army, to chadife that people 
whom no treaties could reftrain :. but the duke did 
not eng^e very warmly in this expedition. He 
had always endeavoured to promote a good under- 
ftanding between the two kingdoms, either becaufe 
he thought that a peace with Scotland would have 
enabled Richard to aflift him the more efiedualiy 
in his deligns upon C^ile, or believed that the 
French would have been eafily bubbled, could the 
Scots have been detached from their alliance ^ or 
laftly, becaufe he had a regard or a(Fe6lion for the 
nation in whic^ he had been fo hbfpitably received 
during the troubles of his own country. Whatever 
his motives might have been for favouring the 
Scots at this juncfture y certain it is, he loitered away 
his time in Northumberland, until they had rcj 
moved all their valuable effeds beyond the friths : 
fo that, when he entered Scotland about Eafter, he 
could find neither booty nor fubfiftence. Having 
advanced as far as Edinburgh, which was defeited^ 

la he 
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A. c. 13I4. i^g (^^ jj^g empty houfes' on fire, arid returned t» 
England, after having loft abundance of men and 
Waifijig. horfes, which died of cold and famine. The ene- 
my, following clofe at his heels, entered England, 
tvhere they burned and plundered towns and villa- 
ges, and ravaged the open country 5 and the Eng- 
lifli made reprifals in Scotland, until they thought 
proper to claim the benefit of the iruce, to which 
both agreed on the feventh day of July. Wiien the 
duke ot" Lancafter returned from this inglorious ex- 
pedition, he found the popular odiuni increaicd 
againft him to a dangerous degree of inveteracy : 
every mouth was opened in condemnation of his 
conduft ; the people clamoured againft his infolence 
and ambition, and did not fcruplc to accufe him of 
having betrayed the interefts of his country. While 
Richard kept his court at Saliibury, during the 
Eafter holidays, an Irifb carmelite friar prefented 
him with a paper, containing a circumftantial de- 
tail of a confpiracy hatched by the duke of Lancaf • 
^^J^¥ ^cr againft his majefty's life 5 and fwore by the fa* 
acarmdite^ cramcnt of Chrift's body, which he had that day 
*^ adminiftered, that every word of the accufation wa^ 

true. Richard, ftartled at this intelligence, had re- 
courfe to the advice of two clerks belonging to his 
own chapel ; and while the three were employed ia 
a confultation upon this important fubjed, the duke 
chanced to enter the apartment. The king could 
not difguife his fentiments fo much, but that his 
uncle perceived his refentment and perturbation^ 
and immcdtately withdrew. Then the timorous 
clerks dreading the power of Lancafter, counfelled 
Richard to fend for him, and put the paper in his 
hand. The duke accordingly returned, in confe- 
<iuence -of the meffage ; and havmg perufed the in- 
-formation, without betraying the leaft fymptom of 
guilt or confufiort, denied every article of the 
charge,' and ofiercd to purge himfclf by fingle com- 
bat. 
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bat. Though the king fecmcd perfedly convinced ^' ^' m**^ 
^f his innocence, he demanded that the friar 
fliould be apprehended and brought to his trials 
and in the mean time fecured in the cuftody of Sir 
John Holland the king's uterine brother. Richard 
complied with his requeft ; and On the morjiing of 
the day fixed for his trial, the carmelite was found 
murdered in a barbarous manner. This fufpicious 
circumftance renewed the king's jealoufy, in which 
he was confirjned by the clergy of his houlhold and 
Trefilian his chief jufticiary, who propofed that the 
duke fhould be arrefted, and undertook to proceed 
againft him as a common traitor. This advice be- 
ing reported to the earl of Buckingham, who, tho' 
a nobleman of good principles, was violent in his 
9fiedions, and paflionate ieven to a degree of phren- * 
fy, he forthwith rulhed into the king'a chamber • 
and drawing his fword, fwore he would facrifice all - 

thofe who Ihould prefume to accufe his brother of 
treafon. This addrefs intimidated the king^and bi$ 
attendants to fuch a degree, that they durft not 
ipeak their fentiments, or attempt to take any vigOr 
rous meafures againft the duke, who retired immc* 
diately to his caftlc of jfontefrad, where he knew. 
bimfelf fecure from the machinations of his ene-; 
mies. Though the council didnot think proper to;Waifi»j, 
proiecute this nobleman, they refoived to appre- "^y"^* 
bend the lord Zouch, who was mentioned as his 
accomplice in the friar's information. ;The gout 
had confined him to his bed, but he was conveyed* 
to town in a litter, and brought to his t.ria], when: 
he pleaded his own caufe fo fuccefsfully, that he 
was acquitted by his peers, who fe^med to impute 
the whole information to the malevolence of the 
clergy, who were known to be his profefied ene:- '. 
mies. The lord Zouch's acquittal, in all probabi-. 
lity, removed the king's fufpicion of his . uncle i 
fqr lie began to liften to the fuggeftions of his mo- 
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AiC »3«4. ther the princefs of Wales, who laboured to pro- 
' tnote a reconciliation between him and the dukf%' 

and at length iucceeded in her endeavours. Imnie^ 
diately after this accomnDodation, the duke and his 
brother the earl of Buckingham were appointed 
ptenipotentiaries to treat of a pacification with die 
French king, who had named his uncles die dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy to manage his interefts in 
the Gongrefs which was held in Picardy. The two 
brothers croflTed the fea on this negotiation, with a 
very fpkndid retinue •, byt the conferences produced 
nothing but a truce till the following May, in which 
the Scots were comprehended, as well as the dukd 
of Lancafter himfelf, in the charader of the king of 
^^""- Caftile. 

a^'^Tt^n ^^ While he was employed abroad in this manner, 
cdn^fhd of John Northampton, late Lord mayor of Loftdoa, 
•confpiracjr. ^^^ ^j.j^^ ^^^ conviftcd of a confpiracy to murder 

Sir Nicholas Brembre, and fevera! other wealthy citi • 
2ens. He had been very bufy in exciting commo- 
tions among the populace, and employed as ai> 
emiflkry one John Conftantyn, who fpirited up the 
multitude to commit numberlefs outrages : at length 
this underftrapper was feised at the head of the 
rabble by Sir Robert KnOlks, who dragged him to 
GuildhaH, where he was tried, convifted, and af- 
terwards executed. Northampton being apprehend* 
ed as his principal, underwent his trial at Reading, 
' where he was found guilty of the confpiracy, and 
fentenced tO perpetual imprifonment, at the di- 
ftance of o^e hundred miles from London. He 
excepted to this fentenoe, becaule it was pa/fed \xgGn 
him in the abfence of his patron the duke of Lan- 
cafter, who wias iufpefted of being the firft mover 
of ail thofe commotions; and even th^ tking*9 
doubts, concermng the toyalty of his uncle, begaa 
Waiiinj, to recur. 

Before 


RICHARD 11. wo 

Before the duke of Lancafter returned from thi ^- ^' »?^4. 
Scottifti expedition^ he, as warden of the Marches, t^^^^" 
contraded with the earl of Northumberland, who, duke of 
for a ccrtAia confideration, engaged to k^ep the ^"^^^^^^,1 
fiekl from the fiirft day of May till the eleventh day of North. 
of June^ and have a watchful eye over the town of ^»*»«'*«»*' 
Berwick and the caftle of Carlifle. He afted as 
k)rd lieutenant of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Weftmoreland, deputy-warden of 
the Marches^ and admiral of the north coaft. The 
agreement between him and Lancafter was confirm- 
iW by the king at New Sarum ; and it was fuppofed^' 
that he undertook to.be anlWerable*for every thing 
that fhduld hap^n within the limits of his com- 
mand : notwithftanding all his vigilance, the Scots, 
in the courfc of this fummer^ found m^ans to bribe 
the deputy-governor of Berwick, who betrayed thie 
caftle into their hands. The duke returning from ' 
Picardy, and being informed of the event, refofved to 
efFcft the ruin of Northumberland, to whom he had 
never been heartily reconciM fince their firft quar- 
Tel. He impeached him for the lofe of Berwick^ 
in the parliament which affembled on the twelfth 
day of November •, and as he did not appear when 
ftimmoned,^ he was condemned and • forfeited for 
high treafon. The earl was unwitting to appear 
until he fhould have made amends for his negle£f , 
or rather for his error, in trufting fuch an import- 
ant charge to a traitor : he aflembled fixteen thotf- 
iand men, with which he ravaged the fouthern parts 
^f Scotland, when the tidings of the truce put an 
end to his hoftilitics : * nevertheiefs, he thought hini- 
fclf at liberty to recover Berwick, which had been 
taken during a ceflaiion of arms, and invefted it 
accordingly. Having planted his artillery he gave 
the garrifon to underftand, that he would put them 
all to the Iword (hould they make the Icaft relift- 
ancc 't ^ whereas they fhould have a gratification of 

1 4 two 


f &Q H I S T O R Y o f ENGLAND, 

A.Cr :384- two thoufand marks, and be allowed to march Cut 
wich all the honours of war, if they would furrendcr 
the fortrefs immediately. The governor complied 
with the propofal ; and the earl of Northumber-r 
land having thus retrieved his honour, and vindi- 
cated his chara^er from all fufpicion, the fentcnce 
which had pafled againft him was repealed, though 
he never could forgive the duke of Lancafter, tor 
haying taken fuch a bafe advantage of his abfence 

A- <^- '3«5- and misfortune. 

The Septs xhe parliament in this feffion granted two fif-. 

J^nd/un"^ teenihs, and the clergy one tenth for the defence of 

fcnnft^dli ^^^ kingdom; ,and the judgment againft Alice 
prof" Ferrers was now revcrfed. What induced the com* 
f W9«- mons to vote fo large ^ fypply, was the inteHigcnc^ 
they received of mighty preparations inaking by 
, the French Hing for invading Engird by fca, while 
Robert kipg of Scotland Ibquld make an irruption 
with a numerous army into the northern counties. 
.Though the duke of Burgundy had ifucceeded tq 
the vaft eftate of the count of Flanders, the citi? 
zens of Ghent refufed \o lay down their arms, and 
follicited the .afliftance and protc<5lion of Richard, 
who fcnt oyer Sir John Bourchier to aft as his lieu- 
tenant ; and under the condudl of that ^ravc officer 
they obtained feveral advantages over the French, 
which obliged thefti to poftpone their defign of in- 
vading England- Thi^ fchepie h^d been projcfted 
by the duke of Burgundy •, and a numerous fleet 
was aOembled at Sluys for th? tranfpprtation of the 
forces, under the diredion of John de Vienne ad- 
piiral of France, who aftu^iy conveyed to Scotland 
five hundred men at arms, find 4 yery conliderable 
^5J»e^ fum pf money, as a prefent to the Scottifh mo- 
narch. The Frencji arrny intended for the defcei^t 
|iad already marched down to Sluys, and was ready 
to embark under the command of the conftable, 
the ii^arechal Sapcere, %ad the lord of Coufy, wbeo 
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the ftrong town of Damme declared for the inhabi- ^*^* "s^s* 
tants of Ghent; and admitted a garrifon to defend 
k ag^nfl: the duke of Burgundy . At the fame time 
the people of 3luys confpired with them to fet on 
fire the French fleet that lay in their harbour. This 
fcheme being difcovered to the duke, he poftponed 
the expedition to England, and refolved to chaftiie 
the Flemings for their rebellion : Damme Was taken 
by ftorm, and all the garrifon put to the fword ; 
and the French troops marched from thence into 
the heart of the country, fo that England had no* 
thing to fear for that feafon. Mean while John de 
Vtenne prefled the king of Scotland to aflemble his 
army and invade England ; but that prince refufed 
to take the field, until he ihould be Certainly in- 
formed of the French army's being landed on the 
fouthern p^rts of the ifland : ncverthelefs, he fur- 
niihed him with a fmall body of forces, at the head 
of which he made a fiarious irruption into North- 
umberland, and took feveral places of conlequence. 
By this time Richard had refolved to march againft 
^hem in perfon, and appointed the rendezvous of 
his forces at Newcaftle upon Tyne, where a greater 
number of knights than had ever been known to 
ferve on fuch an occafion, ;^mbled to Ihare the 
glory of his firft campaign* At the fame time a 
fleet of ihips, commanded by the lord Tliomai 
Piercy, was or^dered to attend the motions of the 
grmy, in order p fupply it with provifion, in cafe 
they (hould find no fubiiAence in Scotland. John 
iiuke of Lancafter w;^s detached with the van of 
the army, to intercept the Scots in their return 
from England, which they had ravaged to the gates 
of York ; but they outmarched his forces, and car- 
ried intelligence of the king's motions to Roberti^ 
who was not a little chagrined to find himfelf ex* 
pofed to the whole power of England, through the 
failure of the in vafion. 

Richarcl 
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Kkhard^^ Richafd maintained the fame loxary and cficmi-: 
marchesinto Date m^nkficence in the camp^ which had always* 
Scotland, reigned in his court, fince he was raaAer of hi& 
9wn aftions. In bis prognefs to the Norths a quaN 
rel aridng between his uterine biothcr Sir John 
HoHaady and Sir Ralph Stafford fon of the earl of 
Scafford^ this laft was treacheroufly a&ffinaced by 
_the other, who took refuge in the chtirch of Be- 
verly, l*he king was fo much incenfed at the 
murder of his favoiirnte, that he refalvcd so p9ini(h 
the aflafTin with the utmoft rigotir of the law. His 
mocher, the princefs of Wales, empteyed all heir 
influence with him in favour of her unhappy fon ; 
but he continuing inflexibly fevere, Qte fell ill and 
Waifing. expired through grief and vexadon. Before Rich- 
ard entered Scotland, the enemy had retired as tifoal 
with their cattle and efied^,^ beyond the frith of 
Forth ; fo that he faw not a living creature, and 
muft have ftarved in a defert cbuntry, had not his 
Seet fupplied him with provilions* He advanced 
as far as Edinburgh, which had for fome thne boen 
abandoned ; and there the duke of Lancafter ad- 
vifed him to proceed northward, in imitation of his 
grandfather ^:id the firfl; Edw^urd, who had pene- 
trated t<D» the extremities of the ifiarid. But he was 
furrounded by fycophaofts, who dreaded the pro- 
jtrakftion o£ the canrpaign, in the courfe of which 
4he duke might fopeipfede their influence \ and 
therefore they oppofed his advice^ on pretence of 
its beiag calculated for confirming his intereft in 
thee dotmf., In a word, they alarmed this weak 
pcinc^ with fuch infmuations concerning the am-< 
.bttiousr defigm of the duke of Lancafter, as con- 
vinced him of that nobleman's being a traitor ; 
,and as he had not courage to manifeft his fenriments 
in a princely manner, they broke out into fudden 
ilarts of paOion, whkh he wanted prudence to re- 
fcrain. When the duke repeated his inftances to 
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pafs the Forth, Richard faid, with marks of gf^aL^* ^ >3^5< 
perturbation, ^* I and my army will never go farthest 
^' north, you and yours may;" The duke 2mf»viered, 
^* I have no will of my own, but am an obecfient 
«« fubjeft.** ^* That you arc not,** exclaimed the 
king, and then quitted the af>artmef>t abruptly. 
It required fome addrefs in the duke to malMain 
his footing in foch a fiif^ry iituation ; and he 
prudently ^chofe to efiace the king's fufpicion by 
oblequk>us behaviour, and a conftant attendance to 
the dutfes of 4iis office. By this time the fleet being 
detained by contrary winds, they began to be in 
^eat want of provifion and forage, by which both 
tnerr and horfe fufiered exceedingly : they had no 
ic^portanity of 9&ing elFediuaUy againft the Scots^ 
who avoided a general engagement, and diftre0^d 
them by intercepting their convoys from Berwick, 
and cutting off their detached parties. A ftrong 
body of them aflembling in the Weft, under 
^the earls of Douglas, Mariihe, and Fife, entered 
Cumberland, burned Penrith, denK)lifhed the caftles 
of Werk, Ford, and CornWal, ravaged the country 
as far as Newcaftle, and even infukei^ the garh^ 
of Carllfle with impunity. The king, being in>- 
formed of thefe tranfai^tions, refolved to return to 
his own dominions, according to the advice of his 
three favourites, Michae^de ta Pde, TrefiKan, and / 

Robert Vere earl of Oxford •, and after having 
burned the 'huts of which Edinbughwas compofed, 
and all the churches of tolerable architecture, the 
army began its march ki Auguft for Berwick, after 
an inglorious campaign, during which the Scots 
amply indemnified themfelves for the lofles they 
bad lirftaiued, 'w4th an immenfe booty which they 
found in England. Richaiti no fooner retired, than 
in conjunction with the French auxiliaries, they 
invefted the Rrong fortrefs of Roxburgh, which in 
all probability would have fallen into their hands, 

had 
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ia>^ bad not Robert been fo difgufted with his French 
friends, that he would no longer ad in concert with 
John de Virnne, who had debauched a lady of 
quality at his court, and infifted upon Roxburgh's 
being garrilbned by the French tcoops, in ca& it 
fliould be taken by their joint endeavours. The 
king of Scotland, incenled at the infolence of this 
forqgneri, and the duke of Burgundy's failure i^ 
the performance of his contra^/raifed the fiege^ 
and abftained from all hoflilities during the winter. 
When the king returned to Weftminfter he liim-? 
moned a parliament to meet on the twentieth day 
of October i and in the mean time^ ambafladors 
arrived from the king of Portugal, offering in their 
mailer's name to recognize the duke of Lancafter 
as king of Cailile, provided he would join them 
with a reinforcement of Englifh troops ; and to 
give «ip in his favour all the conquefts that (hould 
be m2idt in that kingdom. The prince who at 
this. time fat upon the Porcuguefe throne was a na''* 
tural brother of the late king Ferdinand, whom tht 
fubjefts had invefted with the royal authority, in 
cppoficion to the king of Caftile, who claimed the 
crown of Portugal, by virtue of his wife, the only 
kgitimate child of the. deceafed monarch. He had 
formerly invaded the kingdom, from which he had 
been driven by the help of a body of Englifh aux* 
iliaries^ who had not only raifed the fiege of Lisbon, 
but' in a great meafure contributed to the viftory 
which Ferdinand obtained over the Caftilians at 
Aljubar ata. The king of Caftile, notwithftanding 
this overthrow, began to rcaflemble frdb forces to 
renew his invafion ; and Ferdinand being informed 
of his preparations, propoled this treaty to John 
^iike of Lancafter^ who was glad of every opportu? 
liity to aflert his pretenfions to Caflile. Richard, 
who was too volatile to retain re&ntment, agreed to 
f^Sx& his u^(:le ifx this es^pcdition the more willingly* 
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4IS ij: would remove a troublefome in%eAor of his ^^'s'^* 
condu£):, whofe ambition would be employed in ex- 
ternal objefts* His projeft fecms to hav« been I^^^JJ^ 
equally aj^reeable to the parliament, which granted the<kice«f 
a large ^bfidy for the voyage of John ^:ing of J.'d^" 
Caflilc and Leon, the fecurity of the coaft, and the »i»*c»fta«. 
fafety of the Scottilh Marches. The commons^ 
thinking they hjul a right to ibme condefcenfioji 
from the crown, in return for this large fupply, 
petitioned that the oeconomy of the king's houf- 
hold might be infpeded by the chancellor, trea^ 
furer, and keeper of the privy feal ; and that the 
antient ftatutes concernii^ the houfhold might be 
obferved. They likewifc demanded a M otf the 
miniftry for the enfuing yeat; but Richard evaded 
the firft by an equivocal anfwer, and peremptorily 
refuied to comply with the other demand. Far 
from giving them the kaft hope of retrenching his 
expences, he proceeded to new a6ts of extravagance 
and profufion. The earl of Buckingham was created 
duke of Gloucefter, and the earl of Can^bridge 
promoted to the dukedom of York ; and each re^ . 
ceived a grant of a thoufand pounds a year to fup- 
port his new dignity. Michael de la Pole was RotPsdL 
created earl of Suffolk, and gratified with a oonfi- 
dcrable penfion, and Robert Vere earl of Oxford 
dignified with the title of marquis of Dublin, to 
which was. annexed a grant of ail the revenues of 
Ireland, farmed for five thoufand marks a year. 
Leo, who had been expelled from his kingdom of 
Armenia, arriving in England, on pretence of ne- 
gotiating a peace between the crowns of France and 
England, met with a magnificent reception from 
Richard, who not only favoured him with a large, 
appointment for his fubfiftence while he refided in 
England, > but likewife granted him a penfion of a 
thoufand pounds for life. Thefe inftances of extra- 
vagance, together with his inefteftual conference^ 

for 
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A. c. 1386. for a peace with the Scots and other enemies of the 
nation^ incTcafcd the ctamours of the people, and 
rendered him an obje£b of concempt with his owft 
fubjeSs. 
mi ti^i' The duke of Lancafter having aflethbled an arnit^ 
w^try!^ of twenty thoufand men, beftowed the command 
of them Upon Sir John Holland, who had obtained 
his pardon for the murder of Sir Ralph StafFord^ 
and married the duke's daughter Elizatbeth. Th&- 
fhips being prepared for tranfporting hts troops^ 
he embarked in the month of July with his wife 
Conftance and his daughter^, and fet fail for Breft» 
which was at that time belieged by the French 
' forces. Having landed his troops he raifed the 
liege, and razed the works of the enemy. Theil 
he proceeded on his voyage to Spain, and on the 
ninth day of Auguft arrived at Corunna in Galicia. 
He was readily admitted into the town, and under* 
took the fiege of the caftle, which, liowever, he 
thought proper to abandon, after having given fe- 
veral unfuccefsful affaults. Then he advanced to 
Santiago de Compoftella, which fubtnltjed at hh 
approach •, and from this place he fcnt out detach- 
ments to reduce the neighbouring towns towards^ 
the frontiers of Portugal : thefe being eafily fiib- 
dued, he had an interview with Ferdinand, in which( 
they refolved to invade Caftile with their united 
forces, in the beginning of next fummer. On thii 
occafion too, the king of Portugal demanded 
John^s fecond daughter Philippa in marriage -, and 
the nuptials were afterwards folemnized with great 
magnificence at Oporto, where Ferdinand refided* 
The Englifti and Portugueze armies joining in May^ 
according to the plan which had been concerted, 
they entered the kingdom of Leon, where they re* 
duced fcveral places, beford the king of Caftile 
received the expe<5ted reinforcement from France, 
-which at length arriving, under the command of 
3 the 
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the duke of Bourbon, the Caftilian monarch took a.c «s8i? 
the field, in order to ftop the progrefs of the ene- 
my y but he induftrioufly avoided a battle, though 
the two armies lay in fight of each other during the 
greateft part of the campaign, till the heats pro-^ 
xiucing an epidemical diftemper among the English, 
they died in great numbers; and the furvivors fuf«- 
fered fb much from a fcarcity of provifions, that 
the duke and his Portuguefe fon-in-law were obliged 
to retire into Portugal. There he was feized with rroiflart* 
a dangerous lUnefs, which was not alleviated by his 
hearing that all the conquefts were loft in a fort*- 
night after his retreat. His knights, difpirited by 
the mortality among the troops, defired and ob*- 
tained leave toquitfuchan unhealthy climate ; and 
as. the £ngli(h fleet had been fent home from Co*- 
runna, a great number of them retired to Gafcony 
through the territories of Caftil^, by virtue of pafl?- 
ports granted by the king of that country. Thi- 
ther alfo the duke repaired, after the re-cftablilh- 
ment of his health, and there found fubjeft of con- 
folation for the dilafters he had undergone. The 
beauty of his daughter Catherine captivated the 
heart of the duke of Berry ; uncle to the French 
kin^ who demanded her in marriage ; and the far 
ther exprefTed a particular fondnefs for the alliance, * 
though he was obliged to confult his nephew the 
king of England on the fubjeft. This anfwer fa- 
tisficd the duke of Berry; and John actually wrote 
an account of his propofal to Richard ^ but in the 
mean time the news of this intended match reach- 
ing the court of Caftile, filled the king of that coun- 
try with alarm : he forefaw that fuch an alliance 
would naturally be attended with a peace between 
France and England •, in which cafe, both powers 
would unite in profecuting the claim of Catherine 
to the crQwn of Caftile.* In this apprehenfion, he 
difpatched ambafladors to the duke of Lancafter at 

Bayonne^ 
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A, c. 1386. BayonAe^ with propofals of a marriage between Ci-' 
Match be. therinc and hi$ fon and heir Henry. The duke fa^ 
J'J^JtwMd immediately the advanuge of fuch a coalition, by 
Uic prince of whlch his pofterfty would be fecurcd on the throne 
^■*^* ' of Caftile j and mide no fgruple of giving the pre- 
ference to this propofal over that of the duke of 
Berry. The articles of the treaty were foon fettled, 
^ ' and the cdniraft of marriage concluded on thefe 
terms : The crown of Caftile, after the death of the 
reigning prince, (hall defcend to Henry and Cathe- 
rine, and the iflue of their bodies ; or, in default of 
fuch iflue, to the children of Edmund duke of York^ 
by Jfabel, the younger fitter of Conftaiice : two hun- 
dred thoufand crowns ihall be payed to the duke of 
Lancafter, towards the charges of his late expedi- 
tion : he and his confort Conftance ihall receive two 
hundred thoufand florins annually, for their refpec-' 
tive lives ; and four Spanifli noblemen fliall be given 
as hoftages for the payment of thefe annuities. The 
dukeof Lancafl:er flayed in Gafcony until thefe ar- 
wtifing. tides were punftually executed,^ and three years 
FroiiBru clapfcd belfore he returned to England. 

The French, encouraged by the abfence of this 
nobleman, with the choicefl: troops of the kingdom, 
perfifted in their defign of invading England, and ' 
^ carried on their preparations with incredible afli- 
duity. At firft it was furmifed that they intended 
^ to befiege Calais, and young Henry Piercy, fur- 
named Hotfpur, went thither to provide for its de- 
fence : but, being better informed, he foon returned 
to England, where he gave notice of their deftiha- 
The French, tion. Thls was no fooner known, than the city of 
f^^^py** London was filled with terror and confternation ; 
w^ "^ and the inhabitants ran about in difl:raftion to puH 
down the fuburbs, as if the enemy had already en- 
camped before the walls : nor could they recoUeft 
themfelves from their fears, until the king and 
council aflcmbled a great number of country militia ' 

in 


R I C H A R D ir. 124 

• • • ^ • 

in the neighbourhood of the city. The ports and ^v^* "J*^* 
harbours were put in a pofture of defence ; and all 
the beacons on the coaft prepared for giving the 
alarm, whenever the enemy (hould appear. A great 
number of men at arms was ported in different parts 
along the ftiore ; and a fleet of (hips fent to fea, with 
a view to watch the motions of the French tranf- 
ports, and burn them after the troops fliould be 
landed. While the Englifh were thus employed in 
putting the kingdom in a pofture of defence, the 
French army aflembled at Arras, to a prodigious 
number; and above twelve hundred veflels were 
coUefted at Sluys, which was the place appointed 
for iheir embarkation. They propofed to fail abouc 
the beginning of Auguft ; but were obliged to wait 
till the middle of September, for the duke of Ber- 
ry, who did not much relifli the undertaking, be- 
caufe it had bei^n concerted without his concur- 
rence ; and after he arrived with a reinforcement, 
they were detained by contrary winds, till the latter 
end jof Odober, when they fet fail with a favourable 
gale. They had not however proceeded above ten 
leagues on their voyage, when the wind veered 
about, and increafed to a violent ftorm, which 
fcattered their whole navy : part of it was driven 
back into the harbour of Sluys -, part dafhcd upon 
the rocks ; and a confiderable number of ftraggling 
Ihips were taken by the Englifh cr^uziers : fo that in 1^^^ ^^ 
a few hours, the purpofc of that mighty armament waifmg; 
was intirely defeated. ^- °*"^'^- 

. England being now freed from the terrors of that ^}^^X^^ 
cloud which had To long hovered over her with por- thecom- 
tentous afpeft, the militia which had been convened *^"'' 
for the fecurity of the city of London, was dif- 
mifled, though not before they had produced inex- 
prcfTible odium and rancour in the minds of the 
people againft the minifter Michael de la Pole, who 
had made no provifion for their fubfiftence, and 
N*'. 33. K therefore 
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A.c. 1386. therefore allowed them to live at free- quarter. Thr 
counciliof England had never been more weak and' 
undetermined than atthisju'ndluVe. Themintftry afted* 
with tihe utmoft timiUity and diftraftion : while the 
king, at the head of a ifiutiiious army, iridylged hi^ 
pamons wit^ the moft unbridled licentioxifnefs. His 
profufion ftiU went hand in hand with his profligicy 
and intemperance. He now crea;ted the marqois' 
of Dubfinr duke of Ireland, attd he hinrtlelf retained 
nothing but the bare fovefeignty of that kingdbifi. 
fhe archbi{]feop of Canterbury, a prelate 6f worth 
and ability, was fet aficfe, and retired from all pu- 
blic concerns ; while he of York, a perfon of a 
cjuite different charafter, eftgroffed a great fhare 0/ 
his fovereign^s favour. The dukes of York and 
Gloucefter repined at their want of importance ; 
the nation was dif&tisfied, and the people called 
aloud for an impeachment againtf the earl of Suf-' 
folk. Such was the fituatioadf England, when the' 
king affembred a parliament at Weflminfter, On thV 
firft day of 06to}xr ; and the fefliort was opeifed by 
a fpeech from the chancellor, who, after having; 
explained the nature of the debts which the king 
had coniraflted^ ventured to demand a cbnfiderable' 
fubfidy from the laity ahdclefgy j which he thought 
&e had the better title to aflc, as Richard had re- 
ihitted the taxes granted by the lafk parliament, o"a' 
condition that he fliould go abro^d^ and profecntcf 
the war in perfon. The commons, in ftead of com- 
plying with this demand, ejfprefled fuch rtfent- 
ment againft the minifter, that the king retired ta 
Eltham in Kent j where he chofe to dwell on hi^ 
neceflity, rather than give flnftioit by his pfefertce 
to their proceedings againft his favoutite chancel- 
lor. The members no fdonfer undefftood hii abrupt 
retreat, than they appointed a comitiittee of lords 
and comnKms to wait tipon his nfiajefty, and declam 
that they could not pfodced to public bulinefe uritit 

2 ' 'the 
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the chancellor Ihould be removed fpotn bis office. ^^^^^^ 

Richard, incenfed at their prefumptioni CQoitiiadded 

them in ail tmperioug manner to coAiSder and dif- 

pacch the bufinefs of the nation t and told them 

flatly, chat he would not^ at their defire, recnove tbt 

noeaneft fcultion from his kitchen. Notwhhftand^ 

ing this repulfe, they perGfted In their demand, 

UAtit the king, feeing them determined, thought 

pr<^)er to defire a conference with forty merohcrs, 

empowered (o aft in the namci of the whole parHa-» 

mcnt This prc^fal might have bden. complied 

withy had not fome interei&d incendiaries induftrl^ 

pufly fpread a report,> that the king's aim was to 

(ecure and murder thefe reprei^ntatives* The par^ 

liament alarmed at thefe infimiations^ deputed the 

duke of Gioucefter and the biihop of £iy, is am «* 

bafladors, to expoftulate in a friendly manner with 

the king, On the indifcretion.of hia condufV, and 

the ruinous meafunss of his mlniilry ; as well as to 

declare the fintimentsof the whole aflembly^ touch «• 

ing their fuU purpofe and final refolution to do juf- 

tice upon thofe evil counfellors, who.hiatd been the 

fourcc of fuch mifery and oppreflion to thp nation* 

Richard is faid to have at firft reiented the freedom 

of 'their addreis; and eVen threatened to throw 

himfelf into the arms df France, rather than be a 

Have to hia own fubjefts. But the deputies demon* 

ftrating the pernickma coniequences of foch a fran* 

tic ftep^ he fuffered himfcif to be perfbaded ; and 

previiled upon the earl of SufFolk to refign the 

great feal, which was given to the bi(hop of Ely : 

John de Fordham bi£bop of Durham was removed 

from the office of treafurer, which was conferred 

upon the bilhopr of Hereford ; and John de Wal- '^'^^^•o- 

tham was made ^(tepcr of the privy-feal. ^' 

The commons not cant jpted with tlie removal of JJ^^Jj^j/^ 
Suffolk, impeached him in fuU parliam^r^t, of bav- i^^^ 
jng purchafed lands and tenements of the. king at 

K a m 
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A. c. ij86. ^^ under-value ; of having negleftcd to put in ex- 
.ecution an ordinance of the Jaft parliament, ap- 
pointing nine lot-ds to examine into the ftate of the 
realm, and give their advice towards its improve- 
ment ; of having perverted toother ufes a tax which 
had been granted for the fafc guard of the fea, 
which was (hamefully neglected, to the great pre- 
judice of the realm : of having purchafed for him- 
felf, and his heirs, a grant of fifty pounds a year 
out of the cuftoms of Kingfton upon Hull, which 
bad been beftowed by the king's grandfather 
Vpon the Tydeman de Limberg ; but fince forfeit- 
ed by the faid Tydertian, of whom the earl had 
purchafed it, though he "was not ignorant of the 
forfeiture ; and of having, by falfe infinuation^, 
prevailed upon the king to confirm the faid pur^ 
chafe: cf having obtained from the pope a pen- 
fion for hisfon John, upon the hrfpical of St. An- 
thony, to tha prejudice arid diiherifon of the highi 
rnafter of the faid hofpital^ or of the king, as the 
high matter happened to be a fchifmatic : of having 
procured divers charters and pardons for n^urders, 
treafons, felonies, and other crimes •, and in parti- 
cular, a charter of certain franchifes to the caftle 
t)f Dover, in diiherifon of the crown, and fubver- 
fion of the laws and king's courts of judicature : 
and lattly, of having, mifapplied ten thoufand 
marks, which- were raifed for the relief of Ghent j 
by, which mifapplication, that city was loft, toge^ 
• ihcr with pact of the money; The earl made fuch a 
weak defence, againft thefe articles, that the king 
himfelfv who was prefent at the trial, could not 
help fhaking his head, and ' exclaiming, '^ Ah! 
** Michael, Michael, fee what thou baft done !" 
He was convifted and committed to the cuftody of 
"the duke of Gloucefter, who, as conftable of the 
Wiffin'' kingdom, ftnt him prifoner to Windfor-caftle 5 and 
Rtt. Ptfi. all his illegal, purchafes and proceedings were an^ 
-nulled. . ' The 
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. The parliament having thus brought the chan- A.<^. ??«# 
ecllor to condign punifhiTient, appointed a commit- 
tee.of eleven noblemen *, to infpcA the ftate of the 
revenue fince the king's acceflion, and to reform 
the abufes of the adminiltratron. The king him- 
felf took an oath to abide by their deciflonsj and 
the parliament decreed, that any perfon who might 
prefumc to advife a revocation of the powers grant- 
ed to this committee, fhould. forfeit his eftate for 
the firft attempt; and, for the fecond, fuffer death 
as a traitor, even though his advice Ihould not be 
followed. The commiflTion granted to this council ipp^^tej - 
implied,, that the king of his own free will, ^nd at fof thead- 
the requeft of his parliament, had changed the great SAe^o-***^ 
officers of the crown, for the better exception of vemmcnt, 
the laws, the relief of his own eftate, and the eafe 
of his people; and appointed eleven commiffibners 
as a new council, for one year after the date of the 
letters patent, to infped the ^economy of his hbuf 1 
hold, and, the government of the realm 5 to receive 
anci difburfe all his revenue, fubfidies, taxes, and 
other payments ; and ta amend every thing th^t was 
amifs, according to their difcretion. The fame 
powers were vcfted in any fix of, the number, in 
conjundion with his three great-officers ; and if any 
difpute Ihould happen between thefe officers and 
couhfellors, the majority of thefe laft had the right 
of determination. All the nobility and prelates, 
the officers of ftate and of the houlhold, judges, juf- 
tices, barons, fherifFs, nniayors, bailiffs, and all per- 
fons whatfoever, were enjoined to be obedient, 
counfelling, and affifting to the faid counfcllors, as 
often as, and in what manner, they (hould direft. 
When they had in this manner circumfcribed the 

• TBcfcwcre the king's two uncles, ofWincheflcr and Exeter, the abbot 

dukes df Yofk And Gloucei^cf j WiU 6f Waltham, Ridiard carl of Arun- 

lianr arcjxbti^pp of Cant4btH*y,'»AlcX' del,- John lord OoblMtm, Rickard Le 

suide^ aicbbiihop of york^ the liiko^s Scruop, and John Devereu^, 

•" ■ 'Ks" ; king's • 
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A.<i fj^^. kiit^is pterogative, they freely voted a confiderable 
fubtidy for the defence • of the nation ; and the 
g(ieateft part of the nKwiey arifing from tbcir granr 
tras depofited m cfhc hands of the earl of Arundel, 
lord h%h admiral of England, to be expended in 
fecaring the ccaft from the defcent of the enemy. • 
Ift orddT to make fome amends for the freedom* 
they had taken with the king and his adminiftra^ 
cion, they granted the ranfom of the heirs of 
Charlei de Blois to his favourite the duke of Ire- 
land^ on <x>ndition that he fhould repair to that 
kingdom before Eafter, and recover at his own ex- 
pence, from the Irilh rebels, the great eftate which 
had been granted to him with his laft patent. This 
indulgence was no other than a gentle method taken 
to feparate him from the king, who perceived their 
drift, and glowed with indignation at the iofults they 
bad offered to. his authority. On the very laft day 
6f the feffion, when he had nothing farther to hope 
t>T fear from their refolutions, he gave a loofe to his 
refentment, which he had hitherto Ibppreflfed ; and 
protefted in full parliament, that notning done in 
that feffion fhould prejudice him^ his crown, or 
R5t. Piri. royal prerogative. 

Ktchard't • After the difmiffion of this parKament, the new 
^^fcoftdua. ^^^^^^^ began to takemeafures for defeating -the 
fchemcs of the enemy. Treaties of alliance were 
brought upon the carpet with fevcral foreign poten-* 
tatcs, particularly with the court of Gueldre, and 
the republic of Genoa, which was at this period one 
^Wf the ftrongeft maritime powers in Europe. The 
EBglifh cruiztrs, efpecialiy thofe fitted out from the 
Cinque-Ports,^ harrafied the trade of France, and 
tiommittcd depredations upon their coafls with great 
fuccefs; and young Henry Piercy began to «ader 
him felf famous by his hoftik excurfions from Ca- 
lais, whpre he ferved as a votuoiseer. Richard, mean 
while, was «>educed to fuch ncccfEty by his extrava- 
gance 
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^tiicc land excels, th^t jhc w^ obliged to bormw A.c.i^^w. 
iiKHiey of ;his fabjeds, to fv^m, as a ftcuricy^ he 
.graipCjed afligcKnetus on the tarXes to t^ laid by ifhe 
ci^fWing parliaiaaent. He rekaied the carl of Suf- 
fojyky cini^ re-admitted him intp i]iis council^ and coo* 
^e^c^; he retained tt^e dv^ke of Irelaa<d>bov^ Jj^is 
f)erfi;)|a; cpntiiuied iai^crfe^ in rio): and ,dcbau- 
.cher>y s and fcompd ^benf lupo^i ^evdcipg ffipvy fhifig 
^bigh had |>40ed in <be Jaoe parl|;|n(ijfi;m> ,.:\!!/il^le 
iie thus ^indudged him^if ^ Wandib^, tin jt^e ,n^ft 
of fypftpfcaotf a^mjl ^n^are, die citi^ipp ^ JUpftdon, - - 
iatein^ MW^WQi^ ^by bis two .upcles aii^ vh«r^ble^ . ';• ; 
fnen,|>rijE^^d in petition, feqpe^iiig^tjh^t % WiP^d 

:fpcke.M fthat jjpeycd ^pq^^ hi<» gn^d ^,^?flj9'^» J9^d '.- j 
>ii)lo w 4flH[ai to,be fecur^ until -th^yx^ld^-^^.jbroi^t 
-co tqaj, Md pvni(fhed ftcijorf^ng ^o ,<h^ir (jf n^efl^t. 
jlichard, ^artJed at tbi* ^application; -ttipijght prp- 
p^ tp tf ipppri^ .andfootbe thei^n >w^h jgenqr^ pro- 
^i^ -of iireidft&fe ^ but they ^^ ip i'wnex .wrt^- 
^i:awj^, ttbnn his fayovirite^ w^reitp^ . «|^ ,«f»anvr 
€>f this .a^df^fe lii^o opei> ifebeJUon '/^nd tbfsy 2^e 
faidio h^^ concerted a |^ for ^a$;na<iipg t^e, 
^ke of {jjopceftea- ^d ^omc either ^bip^ pf fht rop^ 
ppfitk>n. ^~^^- 

The earl of Aninde^ exerted himfclf fp induftd^ 
40u(ly iii equipping a ^eet, .that in 4|he^()^ij;;ning pf 
t^ year be "was ^ ^ oopdition to put to feja, juft;as 
(the f reach bad j^id v.p tbeir veJlTcls for that feafon. 
In his cruite he &11 in witb a rich Si^t of Spaniih, 
French, and Flemifti (hips, under tibe convoy of a 
£}uadron frotti Flanders and Caftiie, which be at- 
tacked with great fury^ and met .with a w^arm re- 
ccptioj^i. The baulf was fought for ibme time, wUh 
equal obftinacy on both .ftdies^ .but y\&6ry ^t 
length declared for the Englifh, who tog^ tjie 
Fkmiih admiral, and .;iix and fi,fty Sb^ips th^t we^e 
under his protcftion. They afterwards purfued the 

K 4 fugmvcs 
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A.c. 1386. fugitives two days fucccflively, until the number of 
their prizes' amounted to one hundred and twenty- 
fix, the greater part of which was taken by the carl 
of Nottingham, a young nobleman pf a very pro- 
mifing genius. Thefe fhips were fcarce brought 
into harbour, when advice came, that Breft was 
again befieged by the French forces. The earl im- 
mediately fct fail for Brittany, where he raifed the 
Theearfof blockadc of Breft, demoliftied two forts which had 
Arondd re- been raifcd by the enemy to ftrengthen the place, 
Th** ^k!^f ^"^ fupplied it with a, whole year's provifion. 
Brituny ^ By this time the French council had altered their 
Frenih*c*^* P'^"'' invafionj and,- inftead of embarking at 
ftabie De Sluys, rcfolved to divide their armament, and make 
ciifibn* (^Q different defcents in Suffolk and Kent, the 
firft to be commanded by John de Vienne, and 
the other by the conftable De Cliflbn, who was 
ordered to embark at Lhan Trequier, in Brittany. 
' John de Montfort duke of this province had^ been 
' fo infolently treated, and his fubjcjfts fo grievoufly 
oppreflTed by the French governmenr, that he form-* 
ed the refolution of renouncing his dependanire on 
that crown, and throwing. himfelf again into the 
hands of the Englilh. With this view he had ac- 
tually engaged in a private negociation with Ri- 
chard ; and the conftable fufpefting him of fome 
fuch defign, kept a watchful eye on his condu<£l. 
Ht had communicated his fufpicion to the council 
• of France, and even prevailed with them to ran- 
fom the fon of his old competitor Charles de Blois, 
who ftiir remained an hoftage in England. Mont- 
fort alarmed at this tranfaftion, from whence he 
cafily conceived the motive of the French miniftry, 
which was to fet up the young De Blois as his rival 
in the dutchy ; and being moreover afluatcd by the 
furies of jealoufy againft the conftable, who is faid 
to hive been enamoured of his dutchefs, he deter- 
mined to-furprife that nobleman before he fliould 
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- be aware of his intention. The forces under the *.c. »3«<. 
conftable's command being cantoned at Lentriguet 

in Brittany, the duke invited him to an entertain- 
ment at Vannes, where, after having treated him 

. with particular marks of diftindtion and friendOiip^ 
he caufed him to be arrefted, loaded with ihackles, 
and imprifoned in a dungeon : a perfidious breach 
of hofpicality, by which however he difpelled hu^ 
own apprehenfion, gratified his pcrfonal refcnt- 
ment, and recommended himfelf efFeftually to the 

. Englifh : for as the c6hftable was the foul of the 
purpofed invafion, his misfortune was no fooner 
known than the French councils \7ere difconcerted ; 

^ the troops, which placed aU their fuccefe in the 
yalour and experience of De Cliflbn, deferred in D'Ai^cntm. 

- great numbers, and the expedition was. altogether w^lSlI^ 
laid afide. 

Richard and his minions, in all appearance, Henry uat- 
wereforry for this event, which defeated a defign ^J^^ai- 
that n>ight have • proved fatal to the nation ; for mirai. 
they faw no other profpeft of being able to (hake 
off the trammels of the council, but that of its 
. growing into difgrace with the people, from the 
mifcarriage of its meafures. The king repined at 
the fuccefs of the earl of Nottingham, who was 
lord marefchal, and even envied his reputation. 
When that nobleman returned to courr, after hav- 
ing fo gallantly diftinguiflied himfelf under the ad- 
miral, he met with a cold and mortifying recep-» 
tion, though he had been brought up with Ri- 
chard from his infancy. The earl of Arundel was 
utterly negleded, and his commiflron of admiral 
given to Henry Piercy, furnamed Hotfpur, whofc 
courage, in the opinion of the favourites, would 
cither eclipfe the fame of Nottingham and Arun- 
del, and overbalance the popularity they had ac- 
quired, or induce him to engage in enterprizes that 
Slight end in his deftruwtion i for they knew he 

was . i 
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A c. t3«$. yff^ no 'weH'WiAer to the cotirt, tnd therefiare in- 
vefted him with this command, which would either 
, finiih the career of his ambition, or excite an emu- 

lation and refentment between two factious chidTs 
of the opf)ofiticttt. Thou^ he was poorly equipped, 
he undercocdc the dhai^ of guaxding the coaft ; 
and executed his office with equal a^biricy aod Aic- 
cefs, fcoui^ing the channel and keeping th? esemy 
in continual alarm. Tlie dukp of ireland, inftead 
of complying with the ordinance of parhamicfit, in 
pepairing to that kingdom, continued at court, 
wheie his influence daily increased, and encoursgrd 
the king in all his profligacy and licentioufnefs ; 
fo that, he was become the objeft of the people's 
averlion, and took fo little pains to be well with 
the nobUity, that he feemed tso &t them aU at defi- 
Ma^d w-*^ ance- He had married Philippa grand-d«ughter . 
^di«tat Jus to king Edward III. by his daughter Jfabel, wife 
, ^^- to the lord Coucy, a lady cf great virtue and ac- 
complilhments ; and now being captirated bf the 
beauty of one LanccFona, a Bohemian damfd who 
waited upon the queen, he repudiated the king's 
wsifiM kinfwoman, and took this foreigner to his bed^ 
*^ while Richard overlooked the indignity. 

Tbe duke of Gloucefter was fo incenfed at the 
infult fiSertd to his family, that he devioted Vere 
to deftru6lion i and from that day b^an to take 
meaiures* for delivering the kingdom ifrom fuch a 
pernicious miniftry. In an aflembly .of the prin* 
cipal noblemen at London he voluntarily made 
oath, in the moft folemn manner, to &e hd&op of 
London, that he had always ierved the king to the 
beft of his judgment and the utmoft of his power, 
and never harboured a thought to his prejudice. 
He then explained the infolence and mifconduft of 
the duke of Ireland, who had difhonouied the royal 
family, deceived the king, and contributed, to the 
ruin of the nation i and declared his firm refolu- 

tion 
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tion to bring Mm and his confederates to jufticc. a.c. ijge. 
The bifliop, convinced of GlQuceftcr'$ fuiccfity, 
imparted this afleveration to the king; and the 
carl of Stiffolk affefting to turn it into ridicule, 
** My lord (faid the prelate) fuch language wppld 
« come better from any perfpn thaa fyom yws 
«' who ftand condemned by the parliaispcnt, md 
•* owe your life to the king's clemency/* Ri-. 
chard, exalperated at the freedom of this «xp<)ftu- 
lation, not only reproached the bifliop ipr Jii$ pre- 
fumption, but ordered him to be turned out pi ^p 
apartment with difgrace. Every thing now foemed 
to portend an open rupture between the king and 
his barons : the emiffaries of both fides wese em*. 
ployed to revile and expofe each other ^ .cv»ry cir- 
cumftance of mifcondud in the king or his minify 
try, was -aggravated by the moft infidioias «x^ggc- , 
ration ; and, on the other hand, eveiy ftruggje tor 
liberty, and every precaution of felf-defencc, wa$ 
interpreted into the efforts of lawlefs ambition, ao(j 
4 premedkaited defign of mutiny ajod reb^^ion. 
The oppofition was condufted by the kiijg'i two The^keof 
jancles, the earls of Nouiogham, A.runde^ Warrr SL^^^ 
wick, and Derby, the eldeft Con of John .dvke 4Df pofuipn^ 
X^aacafter^ who had daffinguifhed himfctf fear his "^^'^' 
. courajgc and fagacity, ma married dfie ywfiger 
daughter and coheir of liumphxey de Bohu9 (sar| 
of Hereford and NorthamptOEi. Thefc two c»i-l- 
doms, with the lordlhip or Bfecknock, he .cAjoyeiJ 
in right of his marriage *, and the king hs^d tm^ 
years before this period created him carl«of D.erl>y: 
to that he was one of the nfiofl: powerful nobleniiea 
in England, even during the life of his father^ , 
whom he greatly excelled in pcrint of xindi&rftaBd.^ 
ing and policy. Thefe noblemen having xiigage4 
in an aflbciation againft the miniftfy, retired tp 
their refpe&iv^ habitations m the country, with ji 
view to raife forces for the execution of thier defign; 

and 
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A. c. 13S6, and they had no fooner quitted London, than the 
king ordered feveral citizens of their faftton to be 
apprehended for high treafon. They were fo in- 
timidated by this unexpeded arreft, that, in order 
to fave their lives, they confefled what they knew 
of the plan, which the lords of the oppofition had 
formed ; and the court difmifled them without far- 
ther punifhment, in order to make a merit of fuch 
clemency, and engage the people in the king's in- 
tereft. , This meafure was artfully taken, and pro- 
duced a confiderable effcd in Richard's favour. 
The fame expedient was repeated at Coventry with 
the fame fuccefs \ and the king and queen, with 
the archbiftiop of York, the duke of Ireland, the. 
tarl of Suffolk, and his other favourites, made a 
progrefs into the weftern counties, in hope of pre- 
vailing upon the people to efpoufe the royal caufe, 
or at leaft of influencing the eleftion for a new 
jparliament, that it might be more propitious than 
the laft, which had fo infolently abridged the pre- 
rogative. 
Z^i^ Having made ^an. cxcurfion to the borders of 
m^ngV Wales they returned to Nottingham, to which 
^]^r* ^ P^^cc they had fummoned the fherifFs of the coun- 
anions fob^ ties, the principal citizens of London, and the 
^tti2 *-' j^ges of England : they tampered with the firft 
"" * to return fuch members as would fubmit to the 
court mcafures, with the citizens to furnifh men 
and money to quell the oppofition,^ and with the 
judges to ftrain the laws in favour of the admi- 
niftration. The fherifFs and citizens were proof 
againft all their threats and promifes, but the chief 
, juftice Trefilian exprelied his readinefs to oblige the 
miniftry, by preparing an indidment againft the 
'k)rd5 of the oppofition, founded upon certain prin- 
ciples to be pronounced law by the judges. Thefe 
being tutored for the purpofe, declared, in an au- 
thentic inftrumcnt, that the oi:dinance and com- 

mifFion 
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million enafted and granted in the laft parliament, -^-^-'s*^. 
was derogatory to the king's prerogative j and thofe 
who procured it ought to be punifhed with death i 
that thofe whb ftraitened the king in the exercife 
of his prerogative ought to be punifhed as traitors; 
that the king had a right to call and govern a par- 
liament, to propofe the fubjefts of their delibera- 
tion, and prefcribe the method in which they (hould 
proceed ; that thofe who poftponed the fubjeds lb 
fpecified, and proceeded to other buQnefs contrary 
to the king's pkafure, were guilty of treafon, and 
. ought to be puniflied accordingly ; that the king 
had a right to diffolvie the parliament, and com- 
mand the members to depart, on pain of being 
punifhed as traitors^, that the lords and commons 
had no right to impeach in parliament any of the, 
king's judges or officers, without the leave of his 
majefty ; and thofe who took that liberty were trai- 
tors : that he who moved in the laft parliament, 
for perufing the ftatute of depofition againft Ed- 
ward 11. was a traitor, as well as he who brought 
It into parliament, in confequence of that motion; 
and that the judgment given againft the carl of 
Suffolk was erroneous and revocable. Such were 
the opinions given at the caftle of Nottingham, by 
i Robert Trelilian chief juftice of England, Robert 
Belknap chief juftice of the common pleas, and 
his alTociates John Holt, Roger Fulthorp, Wil- 
liam de Burgh, and John Lofton the king's fcr- 
jeant at law, who lealed the inftrument irf prefence 
of Alexander archbifhop of York, Robert arch- 
bilhop of Dublin, John bifhop of Durham, Tho- 
mas bilhop of Chichefter, and John bifhop of ^^^ 
Bangor, Robert duke of Ireland, Michael earl of Brady. 
Suffolk, John Rypon, and John Blake. All thefe '^>"^- 

f>roftituted minifters of juftice readily perverted the 
aw, and contradicted the fundamentals of the con- 
ftitucion, in this fcandalous manner, without the 

leaft 
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A. c. i3«$. leaft hefitatiort or rcmorfe, except Belknap, wba 
after having fubfcribed the inftrument^ not with- 
out great relucbance, *' Now," laid he, " I want 
*^ nothing but a horfe, a hurdle, and a halter, to . 
^^ bring me to the death I deferve, for thus betray- 
** ing my country.** 
XntcTiorft While Richard and his cabal endeavoured in 
march up to vain to raife forces, tofupport him in the execu- 
^^ of ^*^^ ^^ ^^ weak and arbitrary defigns, he received 
aa army, intelligence that Glouceftcr and the confederated 
lords had afiemblcd a numerous army, and were 
^ on thek march towards London. As the king had 
fecured a flrong party by his late popular proceed- 
ings among the lower clafs of citizens, and Brern* 
bre the mayor was entirely at his devotion, he 
haftened up to thsit metropoiis, in order to antici*^ 
pate the fuccefs of hts adverfaries ; and was reosived 
with great magnificence by Bremhre, who under- 
took to riifc fifty thoufand men for his fervice. 
Next day the confederates arrived with their forces 
at Hornfey, within three miles of London •, but 
inftead of .advancing into the city, and proceeding 
to extremities, they wifely preferved a fjfiew of mo- 
deration and refpedt for the Londoners, becaufe 
they knew the king had ar ftrong fat^ion within 
the walls -, and the earl of Northumberland, with 
the lord Ba^, and fevecd other powerful noble- 
men, were ftiU averfe to extremities, though ene- 
mies to the miniftry, hoping that .the grievances 
of the nation would be' redreflfed in a parliament 
which the king had j^omifed td aflembk. In the 
mean time, they neglected no opportunity of in^ 
creating the nutxiber of their partifans. 

They ablbained from dl afts .of violence ; prd- 
fefied a deep fenfe oi the calamities attending civ^ 
difcord ; propofed fchemes of accommodation ; and 
by their private emifTaries inflamed the refentment 
of ihe people againft the king, by fpreading falfe 

report* 
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tcports to his prejudice. It was wported, thafi^-*^'>s«*» 
tindcf the pretext of a pilgrimagp to Canterbury^ 
Rkhai^d intended to crofa the fea, and deliver up 
Calais to the king of France, wbo^ in eon&ileni^ 
f ion of that tefiion, had agredd tx> fmrnifh him with 
an arnfiy to fubd^e his rebellious fubge&iy and efta^ 
Miih an arbitrary government in England. This 
report, circula;ted with % detail of ciifcumftances 
which gave it an air of truth, met with the morg 
credit oil account of the late determination of th^ 
judges, which alarmed evtry well-lvifher to the 
Conftitution of his ci^uiitry. The archbiihop of 
Canterbury and the neutral lords interpofed their 
g€k)d ofikes towards a pacification \ bcrt tl^ir pro- 
pofals were cooly received by Richard, until he 
kad made a fruitlefs attempt to ieize the earl of 
Artindel in his caftle at Ryiegate % and not only 
fbuAd himfejf difappointed in hU expedations fromf 
Brembre, but likewife faw the army of the confe-* 
derates bcieafed to a mofll formidable appearance* 
Then his heart failed bim *, and he coiifented to a 
peribhal intertiew ^ith the duke of Gloucefter and 
his aflbciaites, who would not, however, atteifid 
him ill Weftminfter-Hall, until they had received 
a fafe-condud for the fejcurity of their perfons* At V'^'^ '^'^ 
the very hour fixed for this conference, ihey pre- Ridbwd, 
tended td have difcgvered that a body of armed 
rnteri, cdmmanded by Sir^Thomas Trivet and Sir 
NichoUs Brembre, was concealed at the Mews, iit 
order to apprehend and deftroy them -, and there- • 
fore they nefufed to fet out for Wrilminfteri until 
the avenues were examined : fo that the king fat 
tipon his throne a full hour before they arrived. 
At leftgth chey enteried the hall ; and approaching 
the throne with great fubrniffion, fell upon their 
kilees, and remained a confiderable time in that 
t>Qfture before Richard defired the duke of Glou- 
ieefter te rife. The blfhop of Ely reprimanded 

them 
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A.C.13&6. them in very fevere terms, for having prefumed to 
take up arms againft their fovereign, who could 
have crulhed them into duft •, and then they were 
commanded to explain their grievances. The lords 
made ho reply to the bifhop, but (till retaining the 
marks of humility and fubmiflion, prefented a writ- 
ing, in which they demanded that the archbifhop 
of York, the duke of Ireland, the earl of Suf- 
folk, .Robert Trcfilian, and Nicholas Brembre, 
Jhould be removed from his majefty's councils and 
prefence for ever, as traitors to their king and 
country. Having delivered this petition, they 
threw down their gauntlets, appealing to the com- 
. bat-evidence for the truth or their allegations* 
Richard, intimidated by the coolnefs and refblu- 
tion they manifefted on this occafion, laid afide his 
imperious deportment, and with great affability 
anfwered their petition. He told them their griev- 
ances fhould be conlidered and redrefied, in the 
parliament which he had fummoned to re-eftablifli 
the peace of the nation ^ and in the mean time ex- 
horting them to avoid all quarrels and difiention, 
took both parties under his immediate proteftion. 
Then he difmiffed them, with affurances of perfonal 
kinddefs and regard ; and to convince them of his 
fincerity, in a few days publilhed a proclamation^ 
clearing the duke of Gloucefter and the earls of 
Arundel and Warvvick from the imputation of 
treafon, which had been thrown upon them by the 
five perfons they had appealed to corf^bat, and re- 

Knyghton. quiring thofe accufers to anfwcr for their charge in 

Walling, parliament. 

The duke of Notwithftanding thefe appearances, the confede- 

fcated b^iic ^^^^^ ^*^' ^^P^ themfelves upon their guard, bcdaufe 
«ari of Der- they had obferved divers fufpicious fymptoms ir^ 
l2!i^Mr^ein ^^^ behaviour of the king, who had not fufFered 
Omfcrdfliirc. hls favouritcs to appear, in the interview, though 
he ftiil proteded them at court, and was. wholly 
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^ifcriied by their advice. The caution of the lords ^^ ^' »3«6- 
Was far from being unncceflary. ^ They in a little 
time received intelligence that the duke of Ireland 
had repaired to the Marches of Wales, where he 
was joined by Sir Thomas Molineux, Sir Ralph 
VerncMit Sir Ralph RatcUfF, with feveral fheriffs 
and others,, to the number of five thoufand ; and 
that hi$ at*my daily increafed. Thcfe tidings were 
no foooer reported to the confederates, than they 
fent the earl of Derby with a confiderable detach- 
ment to ftop his progrefsi and he encountered hint 
near RadccK- Bridge, in Oxfordlhire. The duke 
had not courage to ftand the firft charge, but fled 
cowards the bridge^ Mfhich, being broken dowii^ 
he quitted -his hor& wd arnH>VM: > ^nd fwimming 
acro& the river, efcaped with great difficulty. Mb- 
lineux, difdaining to fly^ wa$ killed o/i thefpot; 
and the earl of Derby not only obtained an almoin 
bloodlefs vi)6tdry» but apiong the baggage of the 
duke, who ^as fuppo(ed . to have perilhed in the 
river, found. a number of letters^ plans^ and com- 
miflions, by which the confederates difcovered th^ 
whole extent of the king's projeds. This difafter a.c. t^iu 
intirely brokr the meafures of the cabaU and overr 
whelnied them with fuch confternationi chat thp 
earr of Suffolk difappeared ; and, witt\ a view of 
efc^ing into France, ctQiled the fea in diiguife to* 
Calais, where he was difcovcred and fei^ed by his^ 
own brothers and Beauchamp the governor fent 
him prifi)nef to London. 

After the .battle of Radcot-Bridge, the earl of The lords of 
Derby rejoined the lords at St. Alban^s 5 from SSi''oWi«^ 
whence they proceeded, at the head of forty thou- ^^^"^[J^ 
iaod men^ to London^i and encamped in Clerken- ^^UJL* 
vfcU fields, fent for the lord mayor and principal «»"^» 
inhabitants, who waited upon them with the keys 
of the city. By this time Richard had taken up 
his reiidence in the Tower, wh^re .he found him- 

Numb. XXXIV- L felf 
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A. c. J3»7. f^if ij^ ^ yg,.y forlorn conditron, abandoned by every 
body but a few attendants, who were fo diftrai^ed 
with their own fears, that they could neither pro*-^ 
perly advife nor affift him in fuch an emergency. 
The confederates demanding an audience, hedurft 
not refufe their rcqueft ; and in this interview they 
expoftulated with him fo fevereiy, that the unhappy 
monarch could not help Ihedding a Hood of tears, 
. while he promifed to meet them next day at Weft- 
minfter, in order to concert meafures to be taken 
by the parliament, which was fummoned to meet 
on the third day of February, This weak prince 
was m> fooner freed from the intimidating prefencc 
of tht confederated lords, than he was perfuaded 
by his courtiers to retraft a promife which dero- 
gated fo much from the dignity of a monarch ; 
and the lords, having drawn up their whole army 
on Tower-Hill, which was then very extenfive, 
that he might be terrified by the fight of fuch a. 
number, lent a meflenger to declare, that, rif he 
Ihould continue to trifle with them, they would 
deliberate upon railing another prince to the throne. 
Alarmed at this declaration, he promifed faithfully 
to keep his appointment at Weftminfter, and punc- 
tually fulfilled his engagement. There he com- 
plied with every thing they propofed j and gave 
"up all his favourites, without diftinftion of fex or 
quahty. The archbifii^p of York and the bifhop 
of . Ghicheftcr had alreaidy accompliftied a retreat. 
Among thofe that remained, were the bilhop of 
Burham, friar Rulhak the king's confeflfor, the 
lords Zouch of H'aringworth, Burnel, and Beau- 
mont, Sir Alberic de Vere^ Sir Baldwin Beresford^ 
Sir John Worth, Sir Thomas Clifford, Sir John 
Lovcl, together with feveral ladies of loofe morals, 
who had conduced to the corruption and proflicacy 
of the court; Thefe were either confined in dif- 

* 

fetent parts-of tht kingdom, obliged to give ftcu- 
'^ -- . «ricy 
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rity for their appearance m court, to whatever^* ^- '3*«- 
might be laid to their charge, or banifhed the 
king's prefcnce. Sir Simon Burlcy, Sir Thomas 
Trivet, Sir Nicholas Brembre, Sir John Beau^^ 
jchamp of Holt, Sir William Ellinghara, John 
Blake ; and the following ecclefiaflics^ Richard . 
Gliffard, John de Lincoln, Richard Matford, and 
Nicholas Lake, were committed to clofe prifon, 
that they might be brought to trial immediately. 
ThejudgesFtilthorp, Belknap, Holt, Burgh, Cary, 
and Lockton, were arretted on the bench in Wcft- 
minfter*Hall; but Trefilian had previoufly ab- 
iconded. • Richard,- after the firft interview with ^*J^»''8* 
the duke of Gtoucefter and his aflbciates, had, on rymil^'^* 
pretence of fummoning a free parliament^ inferred 
a claufe in the writs, direAing the Iheriffi to return 
fuch members as took no Ihare ii^ the late national 
difputes : but now the lords perceiving the drift of ' 
this diftinftion, which was calculated to deprive- 
them of the affiftance of their friends, obliged the 
king to grant a new writ, retradting the faid claufe, 
as contrary to the ufual form, and inconfiftenc with 
the freedom of eleftion. 

The (effion of parliament was opened by Tho- i^p^^<^^- 
mas Fitz-Alan, bifhop of Ely and chancellor of ^chlirfiop* 
the kingdom, who declared thev were aflfemWed to^l^^^^^* ^ 
reform the admmiftration, advile the king, and ireknd, th< 
concert meafures for fecuring the fea and the ^^^{^^^'^^f- 
Marches of the kingdom, relieving Guienne, and Robert Tic- 
raifing money in the eafiell manner for thefe pur- ^^'JjJ'j^'**^ 
pofes. As foon as the chancellor had finilhcd his Bremhw, 
fpeech, the duke of Glouccfter, falling upon his 
knees, offered to ftand trial before his peers, or 
maintain hi* innocence in any other fhape, touch- 
ing a malicious report which had been circulated 
to his prejudice, as if he intended to dethrone the 
king, and ufurp the fo\^ercign authority: but Ri- 
chard declaring himfelf perfectly convinced of the 
. . . ' L 2 malice 
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A.:c. risg. tnaKce of this afperfion, he was acquitted of alf 
fuch f&^icfon. Then the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral demanded a confirmation of their ckim, li- 
berty, and franchifes', of trjiing^ and judging all im- 
portant cauies, relating to the peers, in the courie of 
parKament, independent of the common or civil* 
law of the realm •, ;ind their claim was allowed and 
I confirmed adcofdingly, under the fanftion of par- 
liament. This capiral privilege being afcercained,^ 
the five noblemen appellants ftood up to nhibic 
their appeals, when the archbifliop of Canterbury^ 
in behalf of hi mfelf and the prelatei^of his province, 
entered a proteft, aflerting their rights to fit as ba<' 
rons and peers of the reahn, and hear and deter- 
mine all caufes whatfbever brought before die tri^ 
bunal; and declaring that this their right fhould 
niot be prejudiced by their withdrawing on this t>c* 
cafion, in obedience to the canons of the cfatnrch^^ 
that prohibited them^ frcMn affifting at any trial 
i^ainft the Hfe of a fellow-creature. Another de- 
claration and proteft of the fame nature was mader 
by the bi(hop of Durham and CarKfle ; and their 
right being acknowledged, they withdrew. Thto 
temporal lords being thus left to themfelves^ the 
appdlants exhibited their charge againft the arch*' 
biftiop of York, the duke of Ireland^ th? earl oi 
Suffolk, Sir Robert TrefiKan, and Sir Nicholaat 
Brembre, in thtrtynine articles of various texture^ 
containing accufations of treafons and mifdemeanors: 
indifcriminately. Thdfe laft^confifted in their ren-* 
dering the. king inacceffible to his- nobility, except 
in their prefence ; their intercepting the king's fa- 
vours, and creating mifunderftandings between hin* 
and his nobility ; their obtaining grants of Ireland, 
and Okehani, with its fareft; in favour of Roberts 
de Vere ; their bribery and corruption ; thdr iffu- 
ing great fums to the duke of Ireland, and ob- 
ftrufting the ordinances of parliament j their felling. 

cam- 
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comm&nd^ of importance in Guienne and the^-^^i*'- 
Marches of Scotland, to junqpalified perfons ; their 
4obftru£ting the courfe of law ; procuring pardons 
/or felons and traitors ; maintaining fuits and quar- 
.rels i excluding lords and other members from the 
:king's council i advifing the king to abfenr himfelf, 
and avoid treating with the lad parliament ; perfuad- 
ing him to convej;ke forne lords, judges, and others, and 
demand their opinions on ieveral inatters, inafuf- 
picious manner I prevailing upon gentlemen in Eng- 
land and Wales to take oaths„ and give fecurity for 
jQ;aQding by tl^ king agatnlt alLperfons, by which 
oblisatipns the realm was involved m trouble land 
Aiontufion y deluding the king at a diftance from 
the commUIioners appoiatod in parliament ^ ranr 
fomi^g John de B]ois, without warrant or confenc 
of parliament^ or of the great c^jfMicil ; ad vifmg the 
king todiftinguilh his retinue with badges ;. procur- 
ing the opinions of falfe^udges atNottiogham, inor- 
.der to deilroy, under colour of law^ all concerned in 
.the late commiifion and ftatute ; initending to induS: 
the lords and others upon thole opinions, and arreft 
the duke of Lancaft^r, in cafe he had arrived in 
England ; p^rfuading the king that the commiffion 
and ftatute. were calculated for depofing him from 
the throne of his anceftors; prevailing upon the 
companies of London to fwear they would live and 
die with the king againfl: all his enemies, at a time 
when he looked upon the commiflioners to be trai- 
tors ; publiihing a proclamation in that city, for- 
bidding all per(ons tQ aid or aflift the earl of Arun- 
del with arms or provifions ^ and another, forbid- 
ding every body to fpeak with difrefpedk of the per- 
fons appealed 9 and perfuading the king to fend a 
lift of perfons to hk council, that they might be ap- 
pointed fheriffs, with a view to pack a parliaments 
Sir Nicholas Brembre was charged with having or- ' 
4ered feveral criminals to be taken out of Newgate 
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AiCi^ss. by night, and executed illegally. The duke of 
Ireland was accufed of haying a£ted as chief juftice 
of Chefter, without warrant or commiflSon-, of hav- 
ing raffed forces to deftroy the lords and the king's 
lieges, and attempting to* kill the appellants at 
the battle of Radcot Bridge. The other articles^ 
amounting to a change of treafon^ were their fug- 
gefting fallhoods to the king, and obliging him to 
Iwcar he would be governed by their counfels, and 
live and die in their defence -, their advifing his ma- 
jefty to confer the title of king of Ireland on Robert 
de Vere •, and to write to the pope for a confirma- 
. tton of that tide ; their counfelUng the king to put 
all the lords and commons of the laft parliament to 
death, except fuch as were of their own party * 
their perfuading his majefty that the late commif- 
, lion and ftatute were made to fubvert his royal au- 
thority ; flfnd that all concerneid in procuring aiid 
advWing it ought to be pufiilhed as trairors i their 
prevailing upon the king to fend Nicholas South- 
veil his valet, and other mean perfons, with let- 
ters to the king of France, defiring his affiftance to 
deftroy the lords and others whom he deemed trai- 
tors ; and in confideration of fuch affiftance, pro- 
mifing to give up Cherbourg, Breft, and Calais ; 
their fending to France for fafe-condu6ts for the 
king, the duke of Ireland, and others, who intend- 
ed to go thither and execute thefe treafonable de^ 
figns ; advifing the king to iffue orders for knights 
and genclemlen to rife with the duke of Ireland ; to 
write letters to the faid duke, reprefenting himfelf 
in the utmoft danger unlefs fpeedily relieved, preff- 
ing him to march to his affiftance, and promifing to 
meet him with all. his forces. Such were the ar^ 
tides exhibited again ft the arch bi (hop of York, the 
duke of Ireland, the earl of Suffolk, Sir Robert 
Trefilian, and Sir Nicholas Brembre, who being 
fumrooned in the chamber of the parliament ia 

Weft- 
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Wcftminft€r-Hal!,andat thcgrcatgate of the palace, A.aisss, 
wictK)Ut appearing to anfwer to the charge, the ap- 
pellafit& moved that the default might be recorded, 
and die lords proceed to judgment. The king or- 
dered fome jiKlges, ferjeants, and others learned iit 
the law, to deliberate upon the nature of this im* 
peachment, and deliver their, opinion to the lords v 
and theie, after having coniiilted together, declared 
it informal, and contrary to the methods of.profc- 
cution prefcribed by the civil law and the ftatutes of 
the realm. Notwithftanding this declaration, the 
lords, with the king*s confent, refolved, that in fuch 
a caufe, affeding his majcfly *s perfon and the ftatc 
c^ the kingdom, and implying fuch heinous cr imesr 
comm4tt«d by peers and other a(S)ciace&, the right 
of trying and judging was vetted in the lords of 
parliament, according to their franthifc and liberty, 
to )udge and be judged in fuch cafes with the king's 
afient, independient of any law whatfoever ; that 
they would proceed in the fame manner with re- 
fjpedi td the prefent cafe, and determine it by award 
of parliament: they therefore adjudged, that the . „ 

appeal was well made and' duly affirmed, and tho 
procefs valid according to the law andcourfe of par- 
liament. ... , , 

The appellants being thus allowed to proceed, ^^-^"^^^ 
defired agaili that the default ot' the accufed might and fevcraj 
he recorded ; atid, the citation being repeated, they Jfjjj^^j^^ 
demanded judgment. The king and the lords tcm-« puttodcaik 
poraly jwithout having ejcamined any evidence, be- 
ing in their conferences perfuaded of the truth of 
the articles, pronounced the persons appealed guil- 
ty of high trcalbn. Their eftates. were forfeited^ 
the archbilhop's temporalities feized, and his per-, 
fon was referved Ibr further deliberation ; but the. 
lOthers werje' fencenced to be drawn and hanged as 
traitors. Trefilian bdng betrayed by his own ier- 
vant, was taken in a mean difguiiie> and brought 
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A. c, i3St. \ytfott the pariiament, which ordered him to be cir# 
ecuted immediately at Tyburn. • The carl of Suf* 
folk and duke of Ireland bad fled beyond fea. Altx^ 
ander archbiihop of York was iets^ed at ^hields^ 
littempting to go on board of a flitp in difguife ^ 
but .the duke of Gloucefter would not in0i& aay 
punifhment on his perfon, teft he fhould difoblige 
the prelates of his party ; and prevailed upon the 
" " pope to tranflate him from York to St. Andrew's 
m Scotland. This tranflation, however, did noQ 
cake place, becaufe Scotland acknowledged the au-^ 
thoricy of Clement the antipope; and Alexandec 
was allowed to retire to Flanders, where he ferved 
the cure of a fmail parifh till the day of his deaths 
The earl of Suffolk dkl not many months fiirvive 
his difgrajpe ; and the duke o£ Ireland died in a few 

^ ' years at Louvain,' of the wounds he received in 

hunting a wild boar in Brabant, ^ir Nicholas 
Brembre being brought before the parliament to 
hear the articles read, denied the charge ; and, a&a 
knight, claimed the privilege of proving hb mno^ 
cence in . fingle combat : but this motion being 
over-ruled by the parliament, he- was brought to 
the bar, condemned, and delivered into the hands 
of the earl marefchal ; who, with the mayor, alder- 
men, and (heriffs of London, attended at his exe^ 
cution. Thefe profecutions being difcufled, the 
lords fpiritual and temporal declared that nothing 
ccmtained in the appeal ihmild refle£): upon the king 
himfelf, or be interpreted to the prejudice of his 
perfon. Then the comaK}ns proceeded to impeach 
the other evil counfi^llors, by whom his msgefty had 
been milled. The judges, who delivered and (igned 
their opinions at Nottingham, were condemned to 
die as traitors ; their heirs were dtfinherited, and 
their eftates forfeited : the fame fentedce was- de-^ 
nounced againft John Blake for drawing up the 
qgeftions, and Thomas Huik^ for aiding and abet- 

eng 
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loMg the fcheme of armfting and indicting the noble*' ^ ^ <3^ 
men of the oppoficion. Thefe were hurried tt> im^ 
mediate execution; but the judges were, through 
the- interceffioQ of the txfliops, pardoned as to life 
and limb, though fent into perpetual exik in diffi>» 
rent parts of Ireland. Sir Sjmon Burley, Sir Joha 
Beauchanq) (^ Holt, baron of Kidderminfter, Sir 
Joha Saliibury, and Sir James Bemers, were im- 
peached by the commons, as aiders and abettors of 
the five p^feos appended and attainted ; and Burn- 
ley, in particular, was charged with having con* 
milled at Sufiblk's efcape ; with having affifted the 
duke of Ireland in ratfing forces ; with having in^ 
traduced hira into court, and procured for him a 
grant of the WeUh eftafie which bad. belonged to 
his. wife's £ither the lord of Coucy ; with having 
introduced to the king the mayor of Dover, who 
afiured his majefty he would lend a thoufand able* 
bodied men of the Cinque-Ports to his afiiftance 

r'lnft the appellants. All theie knights denied 
trhai^, and offered to afiert their innocence in 
fingle c<unbat ; and the lords took tioae to confider 
the cafe till xbt meedng of parliament, which was 
adjourned during the Eafter holidays. In this in* 
terval, great intereft was ufed in favour of Sir Si- 
mon Burley, who bad brought up the king from his 
in£uicy, conducted the queen from Bohemia, and 
was univerially beloved for his amiable charadten 
The qoeen herfelf interceded eameftly for . his life ; 
the earl of Derby ufed all his influence with the duke 
of Gloucefter to iave him ; and his inftances prov- • 
tng incfleftiiat, was fo chagrined, that his relent- 
meat had weU nigh produced dilientk>n among the 
appellants. Burley was condemned to die the. death 
of a traitiH: ; but, as he was a knight of the garter, 
the. king, with the confent of the lords, remitted 
part of the fentence, and he fuffi^red decapitadoa oft 
Tower«HiU : Beaucbamp and Bemers were alio U^ 
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headed ; but the fentence was executed with all its 
rigour upon Salifbury. 

Thefc facrificcs being made to juftice, and, per- 
haps, to fadron and revenge, the parliament pafibd 
an ^ of amnefty and pardon, in favotir of aU 
who had been about the king's pcrfon ; or of the 
retinue, company, counfel, aflfent, or adherence of 
thofewho had been attainted and condemned; ex- 
cepting, however, certain perfons of the clergy, as 
well as of the laity, who were excluded by name 
from the benefit of this pardon. The attainted 
perfons, ftill alive, were rendered incapable of be- 
ing reftored to the proteftion of the law ; any par-» 
don that they might obtain was, by anticipation; 
declared null : and it was enadted, that any perfon 
folliciting or endeavouring to procure any grace in 
their behalf, Ihould be tried, condemned, and ex^ 
ecuted as a traitor. By another a£t, the commiflion 
and ^atute of the preceding year, with the pro- 
ceedings of the laft parliament, and all the pfo^ 
ceedings of the appellants and their parcifans, were 
confirmed ; and thefe laft, including the Londoners 
nomiMlly, were indulged with a pardon for all 
felonies, infurre&ions, murders, and other crimes 
they might have committed. The appeals, im- 
peachments, judgments, and executions, made and 
awarded in this parliament, were approved, af- 
firmed, and eftablifhcd, notwithftanding the ab- 
fence of the lords Ipiritual ; with the provilb, 
however, that this approbation, affirmation^ and 
eflabiifhment, ihould not be drawn into example 
or confequence : and, that although divers points 
had been adjudged treafoh in this pariiamenr^ 
which. were not declared to be fuch in ^ny ftatute ; 
yet no judges Ihould be empowered to give judg- 
ment in any future cafes of treafon, except in the 
ufual manner pra&ifed before this parliament. It 
was now judged neceflary, that as Richard had 
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violated his contraft with the people, he Ihould a.c. lasi. 
renew his coronation- oath j and, in his turn, re- 
ceive the homage and fealty of his parHament. 
This ceremony being performed, the archbifhop 
of Canterbury and his clergy denounced the feri- 
tcnce of excommunication againft all who Ihould . 
attempt to difturb the peace and quiet of the king- 
dom. The commons had already continued the 
diity upon wine and merchandize, and granted an 
half tench and half fifteenth to defray the charge , 
of a fea-expedition : but now they continued the 
fubfidy on wool and leather; and afllgned twenty 
thoufaod pounds of the produce to the appellants, 
for the charges of their profccution, and other fer- 
vices. After thefe important tranfa<^ions, the fcf- 
'fion, which had continued from the. third day ot 
February to the fourth day of June, broke up, 
wiih the appellation of The Merciiefs Parliament ; 
and another was held in the fame year at Cam- 
bridge, where many wholefome regulations were 
made, touching the civil polity of the kingdom', 
and th^ grievance of repairing to Rome for bene- 
fices : and, in this aflembly, a fubfidy was granted 
both by the clergy and laity. ^^ P"'- 

While the lords and commons of the oppofition The cart of 
exerted themfelves in parliament againft the king's exp"c3itiQn» 
favourites and prerogatives, the carl of Arundel, Bnttany. 
having received a commiffion as governor of Breft, 
and a renewal of that by which he was coriftituted 
lord high admiral of England, went to fea wich a 
fquadron immediately after Whitfuntide; and, fall- 
ing in with a French fleet, took fourfcore of their 
fliips, which he brought fafe to England v after 
having " ravaged the iflands of R hee and Oltrron, 
and alarmed the whole coaft of France from one 
end of the channel to the other. He faijed again 
in autumn with a numerous fleet, having on board 
tk^ earl of Nottii^gham, the lord Clifford, Sir 
. . Thomas 
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A. cifiz. Thotaas Pierc/, and many other volunteers of di& 
tinftion, with a body of fix thoufand land-forces. 
His purpofe was not only tp hartafs the French, 
but to perfuade the duke of Brittany to declare 
openly againil Charles. This noble fleet, however, 
was difperfed by a terrible ftorni} and the earl^ 
faimfelf, with feven and twenty (hips, oblij^d to 
take refuge in the fmall port of La Pates, within 
a league of Rochelle. The caftle of Bouteville, 
in that neighbourhood, was then befieged by the 
marechal de Sancerre, who, being informed g£ the 
' earrs arrival and Ihattercd condition, ordered the 
inhabitants to block up the harbour with eight gal • 
lies ; while» railing the fiege, he marched with his 
army to attack them by land ; fo that he thought 
they could not pofllbly efcape. But he was baffled 
by the vigilance and aftivity of Arundel, who had 
refitted his ihips before the other could execute his 
plan ^ and, having intelligence of the marechal's 
dedgn, put to fea, in order to meet the gallies, 

' which he entirely deilroycd i then returning to the 
harbour, and landing his men, be. drove the French 
general to the gates of Rochelle. While his troops 
lay encamped in this place, he was joined by La 
Bernoy, who commanded the fort of Galufet in the 
Limoufm for the king of England ; and n^any ikir- 
mifhes were fought with. various fuccefs; but all 
hope of the duke's declarmg againft France in a 
little time vanifhed j for, although the French 
king deeply refented the indignity which had been 
offered to bis conftable, Montfort was fecretly fa> 
voured by the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, who 
envied the greatnefs and reputation of De ClifTon : 
and it was cbnlidered as a point of fuch importance 
to detach the duke of Brittany from his connexion ' 

. with England, that Charles thought proper to over- 
look the outrage he had committed, and even allow 
him to exaA an heavy ranfom of the conilable. 

Several 
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Sleiieral othicf concellions were made, in ordci' to ac.i3«»» 
facilitate and conBrm a new accommodation ; of 
which the earl of Arundel was no fooner informed, 
than he returned with his fleet and forces to Eng' 
land. , ^~^^ 

The interefts of England did not profper fo well ^^'^ 
in other quarters. A quslrrel breaking out between tbelcot* It 
the duke'of Guelders and the dutchefs of Brabant/ ^<*'^>«n^ 
this laft received, a reinforcement of troops from 
her nephew the duke of Burgundy ^ and, in order 
€0 counterbalance that ft^ply, her antagonift folli^ 
cited the affiftance of England. Being gratified 
with an annual penfion of a thoufaiid pounds, he 
declared war againft France; but, Charles march- 
ing into hh country, he was intimidated, and fued 
for pardon, which he obtained on condition of re- 
nouncing his alliance with England. The accom^ 
n[K)dation eflided between thefe powers, left Ri^ 
chard without an ally on the continent whom he 
could ufe for the annoyance of his enemies ; while 
his Britifh dominions were infulted by the Scots* 
who made continual irruptions into the northern 
counties. The younger Douglas and the earl of 
Fif« had landed in Ireland, where they took the ' 
town of Carltngford, with fifteen (hips, defeated 
the Iriih in battle, and plundered the Ifle of Man 
in their return. To revenge thefe depredations* 
the lords of the Marches entered Scotland, and ra* 
Ti^ed the Merfe ; but retired in a hurry, upon re* 
cetving intelligence that the Scottilh army was on , 
its march to give them battle. A commifTion was 
g^ven to the bilhop of Durham, the earl of North- 
umberland, and other lords, to treat of a pacifica* 
tion with the Scots : but their endeavours proving 
Biefie^ual, the bilhop of Sodor and Man was em- 
powered to negotiate with Donald lord of the ifles, 
ehat OS might fall upon the north of Scotland ; but 
tieithfir did tbi$ negotiation take t(k&. The Scpt^ - 

tifli 
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A.c^i^ss. (j({i parliament, aflemblcd at Aberdeen, fefolved 
to fend two armies into England ; and this feheme 
was immediately executed. One of thefe bodies, 
commanded by the earls of Douglas,. Fife, and 
Dunbar, advanced /beyond Newcaftlc, and ravaged 
the whole bilhopric of Durham: then they en- 
camped before Newcaftle, which was defended by 
the famous Hotfpur^ his brother Sir Ralph, and 
almoft all the gentlemen of the northern counties. 
The Scottifh army confifted of three hundred horfe 
and two thoufand infantry; and therefore couM^ 
not pretend to inveft the whole town : fo that their 
intent was only to provoke Piercy to come forth 
and hazard a battle. While they continued in this' 
fuuation, the volunteers on both fides diftinguilhed 
thcmfclves in flcirmifhes and trials of valour. At 
length, the Englifh making a general faHy, an 
engagement 'cnfued, during which Piercy and Doug-' 
las encountered each other • on horfeback, in fight 
of both armies : they were nearly of the fame age, 
and rivals in reputation ; fo that both fides fuf- 
pcnded their efforts to fee the iflfue of this combat." 
At the firft fliock Piercy was unhorfcd, and would 
have fallen into the hands of his antagonift, had 
not his men rufhed in between them, and conveyed 
him to the town ; but Douglas had won his lance 
and pennon^ which he waved over, his head, call- 
ing aloud, that he would carry it as a trophy of 
his victory into Scotland. So faying, he ordered 
his people to decamp, leaving Piercy to all the 
horrors of mortified ambition. He fwore th^t 
Douglas fliould never carry his lance into Scotland; 
and, afiembling fix hundred horfe and eight thou- 
fand infantry, fet out in purfuit of the enemy, with- 
out waiting 'for the fuccours which were on the 
march from ^U quarters, to fcrve under his banner. 
The Scot?, in their retreat, had undertaken . the 
ficge of the ftrong gaftle of Otter burn, before which 

they 
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they lay, encamped when they were overtaken by ^'C. 138$, 
Piercy, ^ho inftantly attacked them with great 
impetuofity, though the day was almofl fpent be- 
fore he could begin the battle. He found Douglas 
ready to reteive him i and the fight was maintained 
with equal obftinacy on both fides,, until the com- 
batants wei;e parted by the darknefs : in a few 
hours, however, the Englifli. renewed the attack by 
moon-light ; and Piercy fought with fuch fury to 
r^cicve his honour, that the Scots, were put into 
diforder,. . and b^gan to give ground. Pouglas b^- 
ing informed of this circumftance, rufhed into the 
midft of the Englifh with his battle-axe in his hand, 
hewing down all before him, until his retreat was 
intercepted, and he was environed by his enemies, 
without any other fecpnd than his own chaplain, 
who had followed his A^P^ ^nd been animated by* 
his example, to perform wonders of valour. His 
friends no fpofier learned his fituation, than they 
•penetrated to the place, where they, found him 
fainting with . Jofs of blood from three mortal 
wounds which . he had received, and his chaplain 
defending him fingly againfl; a multitude of foes. 
Having obliged the Englifh to give way in their 
turn, they would have conveyed their general from 
the. field, but that valiant chief, feeling his end 
approaching, would not fufier himfelf to be moved : 
-hiB defired they would conceal his fate, and revenge 
"his death iipon the enemy. He expired immedi^ 
ately after he had given thefe dire,ftions : then his 
.friends, throwing a cloak over his body, eredled 
his ilandard ^ and, pronouncing hi3 name as a word . 
of cncQuragemQnt, made fuch a defperate efibrt, 
that the Englifli gave way, and were totally routed, 
.ajfter Piercy, with his brother, and abgve an. hun- 
dred gentlemen and officers of>diftinftion, had been 
tak^n prifoners, and twelve hundred left dead on 
the; field of battle* The bilhop of Durham, ad- 
6 vandng 
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A.c.issl vandng at the head of ten thoufatid men to joifl 
Piercy, no fooner underftood the fate of this en-^ 
gagement, than, inft^ of attacking the viftorsy 
who, beipg exhaufted with fatigue, might havtf 
been eafily defestted, he retired with precipltatioii 
to Newcaftle i and allowed the Scots to cany off 
their prifoners and booty at their own leifore. The 
other body, which had entered England by Car* 
lifle, plundered the weft borders, burned villag^^ 
ftfnn^. took a great number of ^rfons of dtftinftion and 
^,^^^^ cattle, and returned unmolefted to their own 

country. 
A-c, 13S9. During thefe tranfaAiotts in Britain, the duke of 
Lancafter, being appointed the king's lieutenant 
in Guienne, receired pov^ers and iftftruftions to 
treat with France about an accolfnttiddation ; and, 
a treaty being fet on fbot, anibafladors were fent 
to Paris, in order to adjuft the prdKnKnaries. At 
length, conferences were opened ih the* church of 
Lenlingheh, between Calaii^ ahd Boutogn6, where 
a trace was concluded for three yeai^ between the 
twb kingdoms : and Robert king of Scotland ac^ 
ceded to this agreement. Peace being thus reftored 
to England, Richard refolved to enfranchife him- 
felf from the thraldom in which he bad been hiM 
therto kept by the lords of 'the oppofttion. In an 
tekil'thc extraordinary council of the nobility aflfembled after 
i^nTof^. Eafter, he, to the aftoniflhnent of all prefent, de** 
T^*^"^^ fired to know his Own age 5 and being told that he 
lumdi. was turned of two and twenty, ^' Weil then (faid 
*' he) I am certainly of age to govern my kingdom 1 
•* and I fee no reafon for my being dqprived of 
*« a right which the meaneft of my fubjefts enjoy.** 
The lords anfwered, in fome confufion, that he had 
certainly an indifputable right to take upon himlelf 
the adminiftration of his kingdom. ** Yes, (he 
*' replied; I have been long under the managenSeAC 
t^ of tutors, whom I will now remove from nfy 

•^council. 
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^^ c6uncil, and endeavour to manage my owh af- ^•^* *5^>' 
" fairs.** Then he ordered Thomas Arundel, the ^ 
new archbifliop of York, to give up the feal, which 
he next day deliveted to William of Wickham bi- 
Ihop of Winchefter. The duke of Glduceftel*, the 
earl of Wai-wick, and other lords of the Oppofition^ 
were removed from the council. The bilhop of . 
Hereford loft his office of treafurer*, the carl of 
Arundel was deprived of his poft of high-admiral % 
the keeper of the privy- feal, all the great officctt 
of the ftatc and the houfhold, together with the 
judges, were changed, and every place filled with 
perfons in whom the king thought he could iri- 
th^ly confide. Thefe meafures were followed by 
a proclamaciony fignifying to the fdbjefts that the 
king had taken the government of the realm into 
, his own hands ; and that they might expedb to fee 
the peace of the riation better prefcrved^ and juftiee 
more equitably adminiftred than they had been be-^ 
fore this alteration. At the faiiie time he confirmed 
the pardons of the laft parliament ; and as a proof 
of his moderation and tendernefs for his people, 
fufpended the payment of the (ubfidy granted in 
the laft feffion at Cambridge. At this junfture the ^>"^** 
duke of 'Lancafter returned to England, and ef- 
fedted a. reconciliation between the king and the 
dttke of Gloucefter. As a recompence for this 
fervice, be was^ in the parliament which met at 
Weftminfter in January^ created duke of Aquitaihe, 
and invefted with the enfigns of honour belonging 
to that dignity. Edward Plantagenet, fon to the a. c. 1390, 
duke of York; was alfo gratified with the earldom 
of Rutland, and s penfion of eight hundred markd 
10 fopport his new dignity. On the fourth day of 
the fefiion the bilhop of Winchefter refigned the 
great feal to the king ; the biihop of St. David*! 
delivered up the keys of the ejichequer, which he . 
kept as treafurer *, and all the lords of the council 
N^. 34., •■ M were 
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A.c. 1390/^ere difcharged, at their own defire. Then they * 
aflced, in open parliament, if any perfon had aught 
to fay againft their conduft •, which the commons 
having examined, declared themfelves perfeftly well 
fatisfied with all their tranfaflions. The king, im- 
mediately after this declaration, reftored them ta • 
their places, and the dukes of Lancafter and Glou- 
ccfter were added to the council y though the king 
proteftedy that for any thing then done, he would 
retain or remove thefe counfeilors according to his 
own pleafure. As the oppreffivc praftices of the 
court of Rome were by this time grown almoft in- 
tolerable, the commons petitioned, that the (latutes 
enaded again (l thofe encroachments upon the royal 
authority, and the liberties of the nation, in the 
reigns of Edward L and his grandfon, fhould be 
pundually executed, and further regulations made 
for the redrefs of that grievance. The archbiftiops, 
alarmed at this petition, entered a proteft^ in be- 
half of themfelves and their clergy 5 declaring, that 
they would not give their aflent to the revival of 
any old ftatute, or the paQlng any new law againft 
the authority of the pope, or in prejudice of the 
ecclefiaftical liberties. .Notwithftanding this decla- 
ration, Richard fo far complied with tbie requeft of 
the commons; as to order the former ftatute to be 
putjn execution ; and they, in confideration of this 
indulgence, granted a confiderable fubfidy on wool 
and leather, for the defence of the kingdom, as the 

:«.ot.Par, duration of the truce was dubious and uncertain. 
This fubfidy was continued for three years by the 
next parliament, which met on the twelfth day of 
November. It was in this feffioa that the grant of 
a thoufand pounds a year, made to the dukes of 
York and Gloucefter, was confirmed to them and 
their heirs-; the parliament unanimoufly declared, 
that the royalty and prerogative of the king and his 
crown ihould be fav^ and maintained ^ and what* 

ever 
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Hfver had been done dr attempted agatnft them re- ^* ^- '39v. 
dreiTed and amended ; ib as that the king fhould be 
as free as any of his progenitors. Such was the 
harmony fubfifting between Richard and this par- 
liament, that before it broke up the lords and com^- 
mons prefented theif humble thanks to the king for 
his good government^ and the great affedtion and 
zeal he had continually manifefted for the happir 
nefs of his people* 

All oppofition to the king*s meafures had been Proceeaiugj 
fufpended fincc the laft reconciliation between him mM^^Li 
and Gloucefter, who had been always at the head ^**« *»- 
of the malcontents; and the earl of Derby, who S^apSITu! 
was the foul of that party, had obtained jeavc to go *^<>"*y* 
abroad and ferve as a volunteer againft the infidels 
in Pruffia, where he acquired great reputation for 
his military exploits. Richard's new minifters were 
^en of more capacity and lefs eirceptionable mo- 
rals, than were the idle favourites who had formerly 
inSuenced his cohdud: ; and his own manner of 
living, though ftill extravagant, was fuch as gene^ 
rally acquires the favour of the public. He infti^ 
tuted folemn tilts and tournaments^ and revived 
the Ipirit of chivalry which prevailed in the reign of 
his grandfather. Nothing was feen but pageantry A.Cij^t^ 
and proceflion of knights in armour^ led in lilver 
' chains by their miftreffes to the lifts, where they 
contended in feats of arms amidft infinite crouds of 
people. The king himfelf and all his CQur tiers 
mingled in this mimickry of warfare ; and the 
.queen, accompanied by all her ladies, graced the 
field with her preience. All was mufic and min- 
ftrelfy, feafting and rejoicing ; the land was bleiOed 
with plenty rKer two years of dearth, and the fub^ 
jefts enjoyed a recefs from dreadful ravages and 
burthenfome taxes, to which thpy had been fo Jong ' 
expofed. During this ieafon of good humour, an- 
other parliament was called at Wcilm'infter in the 
■ Ml be* 
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ArC.1391. beginning of November, when the declarationr^ 
touching the king's full enjoymeAt of his royalty, 
was renewed whh this addition, *' Notwithftanding. 
^* any ftatute or ordinance formerly made in dcro- 
^* gation thereof, twticularly in the reign^ of Ed- 
♦' ward 11." And this was paflled into an ad of par- 
Mament. Over and above this inftance of their loy- 
alty and affeftion, they voted him a whole tenth 
and fifteenth to defray the expence of his voyage 
to f ranee, whither he was invited by the French 
monarch, in order to compromife perfonally all 
their difi^rences, and eftabtifli a lafting accommo- 
dation. Befides this aid, they granted others fbr 
the occafions of ftate, and thought they had a right 
to expeft fome extraordinary condeicei>6on on tlie 
(ide of his majefty. In thefe fentiments, the knights 
of the (hires petitioned, that, as it was a common 
pra£tice in corporations to admit as burgeiles into 
their communities, all villains or copyholders, af- 
^er they had lived-a year and a day among them Ufi- 
reclaimed, the lords of the manor might be im- 
powered to enter fuch burou^s, and bring away 
the villains who were parcel of their property. 
This petition was rejeded, a%, an attack up(m the 
privileges of corporations i nor did he think proper 
to grant the other, in which the whole body of the 
commons concurred, propofing an aft for difabling 
the villains of copyholders^ crprelates and mona- 
fteries, to purchafe lands ih fee ;^ and fix}m hinder- 
ing all villains from fending their fons to fchool, 
whereby they obtained learning, and - freed them* 
ftlves from th^ir fervility, to the prejudice of the 
right and honour of the freeholders in England. 
Notwithftanding thefe repulfes, the parliamwt had 
gneat i-eafon to be plcafcd with Richard^s conduft kt 

Rat. Pari, this feffion. The fchifm in the church ftiH continu- 
ed ; and Boniface IX. being elected in the pkce of 
Urban, fent a nuncio 10 the court of £ngIftSKl> toufe 

hi* 


RICHARD a 


«*5 


his beft endesivours fat a repeal of the ftatutes of a- ^- *3»'- 
^tovtfi)^ and others^ iwhicb h^ been enaAed againft 
the encroaehfAcRta of [yapal authority \ as well aa 
lot prevemmg apeace between Richard and Charles 
of France, who fuppoFted the antipope Benedkfi: 
XII J* The nurtciiO excuced his commiffion with 
great ability, and Richard feemed to liften wich. 
pleaftf Fe to his fuggeftiorts 9 but, as* he would take 
no ftep that would deviate frdm the fcheme of po- 
p«ilarity he had projefted, . he referred the pope's 
pnqpo&riciis to- the parliament, by which they wer<3 
^Uiappreved- ^ w hife a peace with France was ft rong- 
ty reeooiniended Richard acquiefced in tlieir fen- 
tifBdfn&y and declared his ino^ntion to confer wi^h 
the king of France m perlbn. The great corpo^ 
jr^OAS^ conveatSv and other communities of the 
kingdom^ vied with each other in a&fting him to 
i&ake an appeamice fuitable to his dignity. He 
^sta furniAxtd wiih rich equipages, and prefented 
wi£h l^cgft films of moqey -^ and a great number of 
young nobfemen and knights lefolved to accom- 
^ny hkn txMhis interview. In the mean time^ 
' comok^iffioners were appointed to treat wkh France 
and* Scotland: ;; and all parties agt>eed that a general 
coflgreisr fliouM be hdd at Amiens, where the 
ireaity cf peace mi^ic be ee«Kluded and ratified in 
p^efence «f the two oionarchs. 

At the time appointed, Charles of France, with^ c- '39»- 
hk brother and ti^ee UAcks^ repaired to> Amiens 4 Atmcecon- 
smA Richard- went as far as Dover in. his way to the *^^"'*'*^ ""'* 
interview i but wfaefiher he altered his refolution of 
kia ow». accord^ or was diverged f^om his purpofe 
by ^e cepielentations of his council, his: .voyage 
was poftponed,, aniihe semained in Dover- Caftle 
v^itk the duke of Gloucefter, while his other two 
mteles, with; the ear^ls^ of Hunctag^on arid Derby, 
the bifhops of London and Derby, Sir Thomas 
Picrcy, and others of his council, proceeded to 

M 3 Amiens 
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A. c. 1391, Amiens in quality of ambafladors and plenipoten* 
tiaries. They entered that place with a train of 
twelve hundred horfe, and during their ftay were 
maintained at the expence of the French king, who 
treated them in a fumptuous manner. The confe- 
rences were immediately opened *, but fuch difficul- 
ties occurred, as there was no probability of fur- 
mounting. The French infifted upon the demor. 
litiod of Calais ; and the Englilh demanded tfaeref- 
titution of all the places they had loft in France, 
fince the treaty of Bretigny, together with the pay- 
ment of the laft moiety of king John^s ranfom. 
Charles was willing that the crown of England 
fhould enjoy the nine bifhoprics, and all its pofiefr 
iions in Guienne, independent of any fovereignty, 
and even ofiered to pay the ranfom within three 
years, on condition that Calais (hould be demo- 
lifhed ; but this was an article concerning which 
the duke of Lancafter remained inflexible, declar- 
ing he had no powers to grant him fuch concefiion. 
The truce was therefore prolonged till Michaelmas 
of the enluing year, and the terms of the peace asi 
propofcd by France referred to the confideration of 
- the Englifh council. Two French knights accom^ 
panied the ambaflkdors, in their return to Dover, 
to know the king-s determination on this' fubjed 1 
and a council being called, the plenipotentiaries com- 
municated the particulars of their negociation. A 
debate enfuing, the duke of Gloucefter obferved 
that they had no power to proceed with the treaty 
without the advice and confent of a parliament, as 
the affair of Calais was of the utmoft importance 
to the kingdom : a definitive anfwer therefore could 
not be given, until the matter fhould have been de- 
bated in the great aflembly of the nation ^ but in 
the mean time the prolongation of the truce was 

ftoi^ ratified by his majefty in council, 

The 
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The treaty of Amiens produced little advantage ^*^^* *39** 
to any perfon bwt the duke of Lancafter, who re- 
ceived the whole fubfidy granted in the laft parlia- 
mem, or at leaft the better part of it, to indemnify 
him for the expence of his voyage. With refpedl 
to the grant of Guienne, which he had obtained, 
he met with fome difficuJcies that were not eafily 
furmounced. . The order which the king had fent 
for his being put in poiTefTion of that ducchy was 
difputed by the people of Bou^deaux, Bayonne, and 
other principal cities, as well as the nobleile of the 
country, who imagined this grant implied an alie- 
nation of the province, and an entire feparation 
from the crown of England, contrary to the privi- 
lege of holding their iands immediately of the king 
or his eldeft fon, and of no other perfon. They 
iikewife found a defeflion in the grant,, which, 
though it conveyed to the duke of Lancafter the 
<iutchy with all its rights, revenues, and appurte* 
nances, requiring all perfons to do homage and 
fealty to him, contained no claufe which releafed 
them from th6 allegiance they had fworn to Rich- 
ard. They moreover fufpedled that the grant was 
obtained in a furreptitious manner, or by compul- 
lion i and, in order to difpel their doubts, and re- 
move their exceptions, the prelates, nobility, and 
cities of Guienne, fent over deputies to learn the 
-king's pleafure from his own mouth. Thefe arrived f^l^^^ 
about Midfummcr at Nottingham, where Richard cuicnnc 
had aflembled a great council to deliberate upon 
the treaty with France ; and having explained their 
embafFy, the king aflTured them that he had made 
the grant of hi^ own free will, with the confent of 
pariianient, for the duke's natural life only. He 
'Confirmed all liberties and privileges of the clergy, 
nobility, cities, and commons of Guienne, in an 
inftrucnent figned by himfelf, and authenticated by 
. the gre^t (eal of England. 

M4 During 
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A* c i39», During the feffion of this council, a dangerous 
Rymer. iflfortiedtion happened at London^ Richard, wkofe 
tion?nT^I crtravagance and profufion very pftcn reduced him 
im to great neceffities, had attempted to borrow a thou^ 

fand pounds of the citizens of London, who not 
only refufed to grant his requeft, but infulted and 
gbufed a Lombard merchant who offered to accom? 
modate his majefty. The king, incenfe4 at thia 
aggravated aflfront, revoked ^Un exemptions which 
had been granted by his father and himfelf, to excufe 
individuals from public offices in cities, counties, and 
corporations i and thie mayor of London with the 
IherifFs were ordered to attend the council at Notting^ 
ham, where they and the whole city were conviftod 
of a riot, and obliged to fubmit themfelves to the 
Icing's m^rcy in a bond of one hundred thoufand 
pounds. In the mean time they were deprived of 
(heir offices and committed to prifon -, and Sir iid- 
ward Dalyngrygge was appointed warden c^ the 
city ; yet they were foon rcleafed, and their antitnt 
forth of government reftored. The Lopdon^rs in 
general favoured the dodrine of WickliflT, and were 
of confequence expofed to the ill offices of the hU 
ihops, whom they hated accordingly. A bak^r 
havkig been infulted in the ftreet, by a domeftic 
belonging to the bi(hop of Saltfbury, the comnfion 
people took the alarm ; and, afierhbling in great 
nunibcrs, would have fet fire to the prelate^s pa- 
lace, had not they been with difficulty reftrained by 
the magiftracy. The biihop complaining to the 
king of this outrage, Richard liTued out a writ for 
commiffioners of oyer and terminer, to (it at Eaton 
and try the delinqyetits *, and the. dukes of Gk>u- 
cefter. and York prefided at the trial. The Lon- 
doners being found guilty, wepe fined in three 
^thoufand marks, their liberties feized into thfi king^s 
hands, the &eriffs and aUtrmen changed, and Sir 
Si^dwiii Radynton appoiffiHK} wafdei) of the city. 

Th9 
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Tho citizens, humbled \>y the lofs of th^ frtnchi- ^' ^ ' W* 
f&s^ and dreading the bcmd which hung over their 
headi, implored the queen's interceflion with great 
humility, and werq pardoned at her requeft. The 
fc^ing made a pubUc entry intQ the city^ wheie he 
wa& received amidft the licdamatkms of the peo{^i 
and received very valuable preftnts : the fine wa$ ^JJ^***"* 
reniitt^d) the bond cancelled, their libertiea were RymJf* 
reftored, and their chatters confirmed. 

The parliament meeting on the twentieth day of ^*^' '393* 
January, foem to have waved all delih^ratioiis cottv The lututs 
icerning a new treaty with France, becaufe Chtrlet, nLT^^^lM 
having been feiaed with a dijbrder in his brain, was *^^ p*' 
-rendered incapable of nr^naging the reins of gor crmX 
vernment, and the afia^rs oi the realm continufid "^*^ 
in confufion, untijl the regency was veiled in the 
idukes of Berry and Btirgundy. The coqonmiis 

f ranted a conditional fubfidy, in cafe of a war with 
ranee or Scotland, or of the king's heading as 
expedition in perfon ; for as they knew his want of 
CBConomy, they did not think proper tQ grant hiea 
uny fuperfiuaus fupply. Several laws had beesKenad^ 
cd, in the four proceeding parliaments, agraift the 
«ncroaf:hments of the papal power in £ngt^iici 
The pc^'s agent hftd been oUi]g|ed t^ fwear he . 
would be true to the king and his crown, and keep 
his^^Iaws and rights invk)rate( thas he would take 
no ftep that fhould be prejiodicial to the royal ao^ 
thority, or the laws of the kiilgdon^ nor execvie ' 
a|iy papal bulls or nundates tat he. detriment of the 
king, or contrary to thuf laws of the reafan ; that 
ho would Ml receive or puhlUh Wf of the pope^ 
I^teirs, without having llrA eoliusMinkatAd theqi tp 
the council-, nor fend any money or plate out ctf 
the kingdom^ withocrt a fpechd Ikence fi^utn the 
king Of his council. E^ery perfon yf$B iid!^6led 
to a premunire, who flioiild go w l^iid out of Eng- 
land ta provide or |>offebafe*f6r b^&lf anjrccck- 

fiaftical 
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3^* c. 1393. fiaftical benefice : ftatutes againft provifbrs were 
revived, and a ftop was put to the colleftion of a 
tenth impofcd by the pope upon the clergy of Eng- 
land. The archbifhops and prelates had ifiued 
Mandates for levying this tax, but were ordered to 
revoke them, and return the money which had been 
raifed ; and the agent was prohibited on pain of life 
and limb from proceeding farther in the colfeAion. 
His holinefs, alarmed at thefe meafures, fent over 
a nuncio (as we have already obferved) to folicit the 
repeal or fufpenfion of the ftatute againll provifors % 
but all he coul4 obtain was a permiffion of collating 
to the benefices that fhould fait vacant in the court 
of his holinefs* This permiffion he had egr^i* 
oufly abufed, in ifluing bulls for tranflating biihops 
to poorer fees, with their own confent ; and then 
.filline up the rich, vacancies in favour of thofe who 
payed exorbitant fums for the nomination. In this 
parliament the commons made a ftrong remon- 
ftrance, complaining, that the pope tranflaced Eng- 
}ifh prelates to foreign fees, and from one bifliopric 
to another, without the knowledge tod confent of 
the king, and even of the bifhops fo tranflated ; a 
praAice by which the ftatutes of the kingdom would 
' be defeated, the lieges of his majefty's council re- 
moved out of the realm againit their own inclina* 
tions, and the treafure of the nation exported ; fo 
that it would in a little time become deflitute of 
wealth and council, to its utter impoverifhment 
and deftrudbion. The crown of England, which 
had been always free and independent of every 
earthly fovereign, would be made fubje& to the 
• pope, and the ftatutes of the realm rendered of no 
cfFecl ; to the difgrace of the king, his crown and 
royalty, and the ruin of the whole kingdom. They 
.declared they would ftand by him with their lives 
and fortunes againft all procefles in the court of 
Homej about rights of patrooage, bulls, and man- 
< ^ date^A 
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dates, and all attempts againft his crown and roy- ^^^nn- 
alty. All the lords fpiritual and temporal made the 
fame declaration, tho* the prelates entered a proteft 
that they did not intend to deny the pope's canoni- 
cal authority ; and the famous Statute of Premu- 
nire was pafled againft all that purchafed or folicitedi 
in the court of Rome, or elfewhere, any tranfla- 
tions of blfhops, proceffes and fentences of excom- 
munication, bulls, inftruments, orany thingelfeto 
the prejudice of the king, his crown, regality, or 
kingdoni. This ftatute and declaration had fuch 
effect, tliat, during the remaining part of Rich- ^ 
ard's reign, very few inftanccs of papai encroach- Rorplwi, 
ment occurred ; and no attempt of that kind fuc- ^^^^^ 
C-ecded without the warrant of a royal licence. ^ • * - 

After the parliament broke up, the king ap-<^ongre^sat 
pointed the duke of Lancafter his lieutenant in Pi- h^^ b^^^ 
cardy ; and granted a commiffion, impowering that pientpotra- 
nobleman and his brother the duke of Gloucefter.F^rxe^ani 
to treat with the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, ^^^^^^ 
about the prolongation of the truce. The confe- 
rences were held at Lenlinghen, between Calais 
^nd Boulogne, and continued nine days, during 
which the truce was prolonged till Michaelmas of 
the enfuing year •, but the former difficulties touch- 
ing a final peace recurred, and they were obliged to 
fulpend their negotiation until they fhbuld have re- 
ceived further inftru6tions. Both courts were tired 
of the war, andfincerely difpofed towards an accom- 
modation ; therefore the treaty was renewed, and fome 
progrefs made towards a pacification. The French 
conlcnted to reftorc Bigorre, the Agenois, and Pc- 
rigort i but would not cede Rouvergne, Quercy, 
the Limouiin, Ponthieu, or any part of Guifnes 
but what was adually poflcfled by the Englifh. 
Richard's plenipotentiaries would not fuflfer Calais 
to be mentioned ; but with refped to Cherbourg 
9nd Breft, a propofal was made, that the king ot 

France 
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^a 1393. France fliould pay a certain fum of money to Rich- 
ard for the rcfti^ution of thefe places to the king 
of Navarre and the duke of Brittany. AH-, the ar- 
ticles were well nigh adjufted, when Charles, who 
refided at Abbeville, being feized with a return of 
his frenzy, th^ conferences were fuddcnly fufpcnd- 
ed : but they were renewed in Scptenjber, by which 
time he had retrieved the ufe of his refle&ion ; and, 
the affair of Cherbourg being fettled, orders w«re 
given for furrendering it immediately to . the king^ 

Ry«". of Navarre. • 

A. c. 1394. -pj^g Q^j^gjr articles being difcuflled, a plan of the 

Snc^ftlli^**^ treaty was laid before the parliament, which met at 
4Mid «i>ri of Weftminfter in January, when the proceediriga of 
t!k^L*^' ^^ plenipotentiaries were approved by both hou&s :- 
oMierinpar. but they unanimoufly joined in deitrtag that the 
**^**"^* king would not pay liege homage ^ that there fhoukk 
be a faving of. the liberty oi his perfon, and tho 
crown of England ^ that he and his heirs might re* 
fume their claim to the crown of France, if the 
peace fhould be infringed by Charles;, and that 
meafures fhduld be taken to prevent any future 
cphfifeation of Guienne. This requeft and advice 
was deRvered in writing by the hands t>f Sir John 
BujfTy the fpcaker, .who declared, in the name of 
the commons, that they would decline giving tlietr 
advice touching the treaty of peace, ualefs thcfc 
preliminaries fhould be fettled. This declaratioi> 
produced a debate among the lords ; and fome bit^ 
ter altercation, pafied between the duke of Lantcaftcjr 
and the earl of Arundel, who, as rivak in power 
and influence, had long hated each other in fecret* 
During the duke's abfence in Picardy, the people 
of Chclhire and Lancalhire, who lived under the 
government of the king's two uncles, raifcdan m^^ 
|urre£tion againft their officers ; J^d being beadied 
by ^ir T^homas Talbot, threatened to deitray all 
sht eftates belonging to the duke of Laacaftei?, who 
- retarning 
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returning faddcnly to England, to quell this drf- *• ^- •tf» 
rarbance, underftood that the earl of Arundel had 
remaned in the neighbourhood at his caftle of Holc^ 
without taking any ftep to difperfe the infurgents. 
Incenfed at his indifference, he acculed the earl of 
haring cx>nnived at the violences they committed % 
but he juftified himfelf in fuch a manner, as con^ 
▼inced even the duke ot his innocence. He refolved 
Jipwever to be revenged upon hisaccufer for this infult 
offered to his honour, and impeached the duke in his 
turn, for being too ifamiliar wkh the king, whon^ 
he had obliged to wear his colour and livery ; for 
. intimidating the members of the council, ib as thac 
they could not (peak their fentimencs freely \ for 
having obtained an illegal grant of Guienne, and an 
' exorbitant fum of money for his expedition into 
Spain ; and for mifcondud in the management of 
the late treaty. The king, who dcitefted Arundel, 
made himfelf a party in this quarrel : he told the 
houfe the whole was falfe and frivolous ; that he 
admitted the duke to no familiarity l}ut what was 
confiftent with the confanguinity and affedion fub- 
fitting between them ; that he wore his uncle's aE>- 
lour as a mark of that aff*e6):ion •, that the grant of 
Guientie was made with the confent of parliament* 
which had likewife gratified him with part of the 
inoney expended in the Spanifh expedition; that 
the after*payment was lefs than he deferved, con- 
iidering the relief of Brcft and other fer vices ; and 
chat his condu£t in managing the treaty was war- 
ranted by the inttrudions he lud received from the 
king and council. After this declaration of the fb- 
vereign, the parliament could not decently avoid 
paffing a vote, acquitting the duke of the imputa^ 
tions laid to his charge \ and the earl of Arundel was 
obliged to afk his pardon in full parliament. Then Wiifinf.* 
the dukes of Lancafter and Gloucetter, as count 
palatine of Lancafter and lord chief juttice of Chefter, 
X pe- 
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A. Q f594* petitibricd the king and lords for judgment againft Sk 
Thomas Talbot and others, for having engaged in 
a confpiracy to take away their lives^ and r^ied 
forces^ for. that purpofe. The king, with the con- 
currence of the lords, declared the offence to b^ 
liigh treafon^ and ordered Talbot to be appre- 
hended and brought to trial. If hot found by the 
iheriff, it was rcfblved that he Ihould be fummoned 
to appear at next Eafter term, in the court of king'b 
bench, on pain of being deemed convifijed of trea* 
ibn, wlrh the forfeiture of his lands and chattels i 
und that all who harboured him ihould be fubjedled 
:to the fame penalty. Thefe meafures being taken, 
the king declared his intention of going to Ireland 
in perfon -, and demanding a fubfidy for that pur* 
pofe, was accommodated, according to hte defire^ 
with an aid on wool, wine, and other merchan- 

Ret. Part, ^j^^^ Immediately after the parliament rofe, the 
dukes of Lancafter and Gloucefter returned to 
France, in ordef to put the finifhing hand to the 
.treaty of pieacc. The congrefs was again opened at 
Lehlinghen ; but the difpu^e about the fuperiority 
of Guienne hindered it from .taking effeft, though 
the truce was protonged .for five years, and Scot- 

Kfmcr. jjj^^ ^j^g included in this agreement. 

While John duke of Lancafter was eniployed in 
this negotiation, his own wife Conftance of Caftile 
died in England ; and her death was followed by 
that of his daughter in-law the countefs of Derby* 
Thefe ladies were not long furvived by the 
: queen, who was regretted by the whole nation, s^ 
-a goodrnatured, fenfible, compafHonate princefe : 
from the meeknefs of her difpofition, fhe had ac- 
quired the epithet of The Good Queen Anne j and 
her death made fuch a deep imprefiion on the mind 
of Richard, that he was for fome time difconfolate^ 
and never could bear the fight of the palace at 
w^^ifi 8. .Sheen, where Ihe expired. . This melancholy eveijc 

' ^ coa- 
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eOnfirmed him in his refolution of croQingthe (eato a. c. 1394,.^ 
I reland, where the Engliih intereft wa^ by this time in 
a very declining fituation. The Engliih noblemen, 
Mrho pofleflfed large eftates in that country, choie 
tx> fix their refidence in England ; fo that Ireland 
V92S left almoft altogether defenceleis, and expoied 
to the efforts of the old Irifh fepcs, who did not ne- 
filedb this opportunity to recover their antient pof* 
leffions. Thefe they retook by force of arms, and 
plundered all the reft of the country that belonged . 
CO the Engliih*, infomuch that, whereas Edward, 
III. had drawn a confiderable revenue from that. 
kingdom, Richard, far from reaping any fuch advan<» « 
tage from it; was obliged to expend thirty thoufand 
mafks yearly, for the prefervation of what little ftill . 
remained under his dominion. In Auguft a pro- 
clamation was ifliied, commanding all the abfent 
proprietors to repair to Ireland by the eighth day 
of September, and wait the king's arrival. The 
military tenants of the crown were fummoned : the 
Cinque-Ports required to fumilh their armament of 
fifty-feven (hips, well-manned : and, as the duke of 
Lancafter had refolved to fet out for Guienne, his 
brother the duke of York was appointed guardian 
of England during the king's abfence. The forces ^*^?J^ 
being aflembled, and the navy equipped, Richard in^oirdand« 
{fit out for Wales, accompanied by the duke of - 
Gloucefter, the earls of Marcfae, Nottingham, and 
Rutland; and, embarking about Michaelmas a( 
Milford-Haven, landed in Ireland, with an army 
of thirty thoUfand men. The native Irifh, intimi* 
dated b^ fuch a powerful armament, either retired 
to their faftne0es, or niade their fubmiflion ; and 
Richard treated them with great clemency. He 
not only pardoned thofe who fubmitted, but even 
allotted penfions to their chiefs ; . and endeavoured 
to reclaim them* from their native barbarity. The 
carl of Nottingham was empowered to receive, in 

w- z ' ■ * " the . •■ . 
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A*c.i3$5- the king's name, the fubmiflSon and homagci of dfl 
the Irifh in Leinfter \ and they gave bonds for f heif 
peaceable behaviour. O Neal, who pretended to 
be lord paramount ovef the other princei of Ireland, 
made a voluntary tender of allegiance to Richard^ 
and did homage to him at Drogheda i though he 
ftili referved to himfelf a kind of fover^ign power, 
whicli the king did not think it turorth his while to 
difpute. His example was followed by O Hanlon, 
O Donnel, Macmahon, and other toparchs, who 
engaged for themfelves and their whole clans, that 
they ihouki not difturb the peace of the kingdom. 
Richard invited all the chiefs to an entertainment 
at Dublin, during the Chriftmas feftival ; and not 
only entertained them with royal munificence, but 
alfo (Conferred upon them the order of knighthood ; 
and encouraged them to adopt the Englifh cuftoms^ 
habit, and way oi living. He afterwards itim- 
moned a parliament in the fame city, with a view 
to redrefi their grievances ; with rcfpeft to which 
.they obtained full fatisfadk>n in the punifhment 
and removal of thoie officers by whom they had 
been injured and opprefled : in a word, he behaved 
with fuch lenity and prudence as acquired the af- 
feftion and efteem of the native Irilh, the greater 
part of whom quietly fubmitced to his dominion. 

/. c. 1395^ While he was thus laudably employed in Ireland^ 
the guardian convoked a parliament at Weftmin-^ 
fter, in the month of January y and the duke of 
Gloucefter was fent over to manage the intereft of 
the crown in this aflembly, which being made ac- 
quainted with the king's proceedings in Irdand, 
approved of his condu£t^ and granted a fubiidy to 
enable him to finifh the redu<5tion of that country. 
A nuncio from the pope attended at this feffion to 
follicit a repeal of the ftatute againft provifors } 

^^i^*?tiS' ^^^ ^^^ ^^* follicications proved ineffedual. A >e- 

wld^iiffitet monftrance wa? alfo prefenced by the Wickliffites^ 
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who had by this time acquired the appellation ofA«^''395^ 
Lollards, and were become fo numerous and con- 
fident, as to preach, write, and declaim openly ' 
againft the eftablifhed religion. ' Under the protec- 
tion of fome powerful noblemen, they publicly 
impeached the morals and doftrines of the clergy ; 
they fixed libels on the doors, of churches ; and a 
writing, containing the articles of their charge, was 
now brought into parliament, by Sir Thomas La- 
timer, Sir Richard Story, and other members, who 
had adopted their perfuafion. The archbifhop of - 
York and the bifhop of London, alarmed at this 
bold attack, made a voyage to Dublin, where they 
reprefented thofe Lollards as enemies both to church 
and ftate; they pradifed fo effeftually on the weak 
mind and jealous difpofition of Richard, that he 
abandoned the fair profpeft of reducing Ireland, 
and returned to England, with a view to crufti thofe 
dangerous innovators. When he arrived they were 
threatened with death if they fliould perfift in their 
errors ; and the chancellor of Oxford was ordered 
to expel all thofe who were fufpefted of favouring Rymer. 
their opinions. WaJfing; 

This affair being fettled, the attention of the ^^^^^^^ 
king and council was employed upon an objeft of to demand 
as great importance to the peace of the nation. The ^f cImI^^*' 
queen having died without iffue, thofe who fin- king of 
ccrely wifhed well to their country begail to be vin- ^mUgf fi» 
eafy about the fucceffion : for though Richard, be- Rwhard 
fore his departure on the Irifh expedition, is faid to ELgtaad 
have declared Edmund Mortimer *, fon of Roger 
earl of Marche, prefumptive heir of the crown ; 
had the king died without legitimate off^spring, the 
kingdom would, in all probability, have been em- 
broiled by the ambition of the dukes of Lancafter 

* He was the only fon of Roger daughter of Lionel duke of Clarence, 
Mortimer, fon of Mortimer carl of third' fon of Edward III, 
MzTcht, who married Pbilip>pa, fele 
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A.<:. 1395. 3j|j Gloucefter. In order to prevent fuch civil dif- 
fentions, Richard was advifed to engage in a fecond 
marriage ; and the council cafting their eyes upon 
Ifabel, elded daughter of the French king« as a fuit- 
. able confort for the Englifh monarch, the arch- 
biihop of Dublin, the bilhop of St. David's, the 
earls of Rutland and Nottingham, the lord Beau* 
mont, and William Le Scroop^ chamberlain of the 
houihold, were fent ambafladors to the court of 
France, to demand that princeis in marriage to 
Richard : they were inftru6led to infill: upon a con- 
fiderable portion, and empowered to ofirr ten thou- 
fand marks a year for her jointure^ and after this 
match fhould have been traniaAed, the other part 
of their commiflion was toei&£t a marriage between 
Jfabel's younger fifter and the earl of Rutland^ 

Rymer. whom Richard diftmguifhed by his afiedion above 

uncl^r °^ The next affair that fell under the confidefatioii 
refignsthe of the council, was a difpure between the duke of 
Cu[wiicf Lancafter and the natives of Guienne, from whom 
he had not met with that reception which was due 
to a fovereign. The prelates, nobility, and cities, 
had engaged in an afibciation to treat him with de- 
ference and civility, as the bcother of the Black 
Prince, and the uncle of king Richard ; but with- 
out doing homage to him as their fovereign. He 
exerted all his artifice to prevail upon them to ac* 
, knowledge his authority, in obedience to the patent 
of king Richard, and the fandlion of the Englifli 
parliament. He endeavoured to cajole them with . 
promifesof a mild adminiftration, and other par- 
ticular advantages ; he overwhelmed the individu- 
als with civility, and even tempted them with va- 
luable prefents. But they were proof ^gainft all 
his efforts ; and, as he had not ftrength fufficient to 
compel them to a fubmiflion, the difpute was re- 
fcrred to the dccifion of the king and council. The 

cities 
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cities of Bourdeaux and Bayonne fent 6ver deputies ^•^•'395. 
to folicit a repeal of the grant ; and the duke em- 
ployed John de Greilly, natural fon of the famous 
Captal de Buche, as his agent at the court of Eng- 
land. Both parties were heard in %, great council 
of the prelates and nobility, convoked at Sheen for 
that purpofe. The official of Bourdeaux explained ^ 
the privileges of the Gafcons, with which this grant 
was incompatible ; and reprefentcd, with fuch ener- 
gy, the mifchiefs that would accrue from it to the 
crown of England, that the hearers were convinced 
of the truth of what he alledged, and generally dif- 
pofed to comply with the dcfire of his conftituents. 
But the duke of Gloucefter, who looked upon the 
prefence of his brother as a check upon his owil 
ambition, was very defirous of his being detained 
at a diftance from England \ and therefore oppofed 
the remonftrance of the official with all his influ- 
ence. He was feconded by his nephew the earl of 
Derby, who naturally efpoufed his father's caufe ; 
but, perceiving the other members were of a dif- 
ferent opinion, he ^yichdrew abruptly, on the fup- 
pofition that they would not take any refolution in 
his abfence. In this hope, however, he was dif- 
appointed ; for, after he had retired, they fpoke 
their fentiments with more freedom, and the king 
concurring with them in their deliberations, it was 
unanimoufly relolved, that the duke of Lancafter 
fliould be recalled. Richard accordingly fent for 
him to England, where he arrived the beginning of 
the next year, and refigned his grant oi Guiennc 
mto the hands of his majefty. 

Mean while the Englifh ambafladors, arriving J^J^^^^ 
at Paris, explained the nature of their cmbafly ; kings of 
and Richard's propofal was debated in the French ^JJ^"* 
council. Some of the members fuggefted, that 
there was fomething inconfiftent and unnatural in RicWi 
the propoficion of fuch a marriage, before peace ««^»'*«^ 
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A. c. 1395, was concluded between the two nations •, but the duke 
of Burgundy was well afFeftcd tothefcheme, which 
he obfcrved was the mod likely expedient to efFeft 
and confolidat^ an accommodation. Through his 
influence, the ambaflTadprs met with a favourable 
reception from the minrftry j and though the alli- 
ance was ftrongly oppofed by the dukes of Berry 
and Orleans, the' king himfelf favoured thepropo- 
fal, which was accepted accordingly. A treaty was 
immediately fet on foot, and the articles being dif- 
cufled by the plenipotentiaries, both kings at laft 
agreed, that Richard fhould marry the princefs Ifa- 
bel, and receive wichhera portion of eight hundred 
thoufand franks in gold, at yearly payments : That 
he ftiould make an abfolute renunciation of all his 
claims to the crown of France, either from his own 
hereditary pretenfions, or by Virtue of this marri- 
age : That the truce fhould be prolonged for five 
and twenty years ; and that the king of France 
fhould aflift him with his whole power againft his 
rebellious fubjefts. Thefe points being ratified, 
the young princefs, though ftill a child, was intitled 
queen of England, and affianced by the earl of Not- 
tingham as Richard's proxy. Richard refolved to 
make a voyage to France, and wed the princefs in 
perfon i and, for'that purpofe, thegreateft part of 
the fummer was employed in making preparations 
for the ceremony.* His marriage was not the only , 
pretence he ufed for croffing the channel. He ex- 
prefled a defire of examining, repairing, and im- 
proving the fortifications of Calais : but the real 
motive of his voyage was to concert meafures with 
the French court, for furmounting all oppofition* in 
England ; and particularly for humbling the duke 
of Glouceftcr, whofe pride and ambition were equally 
difa^^reeable and dangerous to Richard, and who had 
from the beginning of this negotiation, violently 
oppofed the meafure. Such was his popularity in 

the 
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the nation, and influence in the council, that the ^* ^- »395. 
king would not venture to conclude the treaty with- 
out his concurrence -, and figijified to the French 
court, that he was inaccelTibie on every fide, ex* 
ccpt that of avarice. When he attended Richard 
to France, the miniftry of that kingdom carefled 
him with extraordinary civilities, and even tempted 
him with fome valuable prefents : but he faw thro* 
all this complaifance, for which he dcfpifed them 
in his heart; and treated their advances with fuch 
contempt, that the duke of Burgundy declared the 
match (hould not have been concluded but for the 
deference he payed to the. perfonal character of the 
Englifti monarch. Gloucefter's averfion to this al- 
liance proceeded partly from his own difappointed 
ambition, and partly from a regard to the intereft 
of his country. He had propbfed a marriage be- 
tween Richard and his own daughter, which the 
king waved on pretence of confanguir^ity. He 
found that the rendition of Brefl: was one article of 
the treaty ; and he dreaded the fate of Calais : yet 
thefe confiderations gave way to what he conceived 
to be his own jmmediate intereft. Richard, who 
was well acquainted with his diffwfition, prbmifed 
to gratify him with a prefenc of fifty thoufand 
nobles on their return to England, and to beftow 
upon his fon the earldom of Rochefter, with an 
eftate of two thoufand pounds a- year to maintain 
that dignity. Gloucefter was^ caught by this mag- 
nificent bait. All his patriotifm and refentmenc 
fubfided ; and he became perfeftly reconciled to the 
treaty which he had fo bitterly oppofed. The two 
kings met under a magnificent pavilion between 
Ardres and Calais, each attended with four hun- 
dred followers in the nature of guards; and.every 
thing was tranfafted to their mutual fatisfadion. 
The ceremony of the marriage was performed at 
Calais by the archbifhop of Canterbury : then Rich- 
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A.Q. IJ95. ard returned immediately to England with his bridr, 
who had juft attained the eighth year of her age; 
and, on the fevcnth day of January, hercorona- 

'^▼«n«^-, tion was folemnized at Weftminftcr with uncom- 

FroUTart.- . ^ 

tnon magninccnce. 
Lanctl^'''^ The town and caftle of Breft had been conditi- 
marrtes Ca- onally put Into the hands of the Englifti, by the 
awiiforf. d^^^ ^f Brittany, to be re delivered whenever a 
long truce or treaty with France Ihould be conclud- 
> ed ; and now he claimed the reqtrifition of Richard, 
who gave orders for its being furrendered accord- 
ingly. This ftep, which he could not have avoided 
with any regard to good faith and equity, was ex- 
tremely unpopular in England ; and Gloucefter, 
by this time, finding himfelf the dupe of Richard, 
who had amufed him with promifes he never in- 
tended to perform, made it aa handle for the gra- 
tification of his refentment; if not to pave the way 
for his own ambitious defigns. He fomented the 
difcohtents of the people, who were already dif- 
gufted at the^profuGon of Richard, and the profli- 
gacy of his court; and exclaimed againil the 
French alliance, and the rendition of Breft, as pre- 
ludes to the lofs of all that England poflefled upon 
the continent. His refentment was the more dan- 
gerous to Richard, as he had now no rival in the 
>^ouncil; for his brother the duke of Lancafter, 
who, fince his laft arrival in England, counterba- 
lanced his influence, had lately loft all his credit 
with the council, and the nation in general, by 
ttiarrying Catherine Swinford, an obfcure foreigner, 
educated in the court of queen Philippa, who had 
been retained as governcfs to the duke's daughters 
by hi^ firft conlort* and bore to him four illegiti- 
mate children : thefe v/ere John, Henry, Thomas, 
and Jane, married firft to Robert lord Ferrers, and 
afterwards to Ralph Nevil earl of Weftmoreland. 
The duke's intention in this difhonourable match 

was, 
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•WAS, in all probability, to render thefe children le- ^'C- '39«i 
gitimate, for which purpofc he obtained a bull from 
the pope, upon his marriage with their mother. 
This alliance ^gave great offence to all the princes 
of the blood and their wives, who could not bear 
the thought of yielding in precedency to a woman 
of low birth, who had been openly maintained as 
a concubine J and the duke himfelf was expofed to 
innumerable infults and affronts, which he bore 
patiently until his relations had exhauftcjd the firfl 
tran (ports of their indignation •, but he gradually 
recovered all his former importance. 

During this temporary eclipfe of Lancafter, his I!'**^"^*^' 
brother Gloucefter triumphed in his popularity, formTan*^af. 
and exerted all his endeavours in preparing for a ^'^^^ia^o" 
Vigorous oppofition mthe enfuing parliament. He miniftry. 
engaged in his party the earls of Arundel and War- 
wick, with the archbiChop of Canterbury, who was 
brother to the earl of Arundel y and thefe aflbciates 
deliberated on very dangerous and illegal methods 
for the rjcformation of the government. The earls 
of Derby and Nottingham were in fome meafure 
concerned in the oppofition : but not fo deeply en* 
gagpd as the other four, who h4d aftually refolved 
to redrefs the grievances of the nation by force of 
arms, and, according to fome hiftorians, to have 
kept the king in perpetual imprifonment. They 
bad certainly acquired a very dangerous influence 
among the people, and (educed a great number of 
parcifans, by the indefatigable pains they took to 
inveigh againft the extravagance of the court, the 
levity of Richard's own charadler, the danger of 
]o(]ng Calais, and this taxes by which the nation 
was in a fair way of being Utterly impoveri(hed« 
Such injdnuations had great effed. upon the people; 
in general, and upon the citizens of liOndon ip par- 
ticular, who, with the magiftrates of fome other 
towns, waited upon the king at Sheen, and de* 
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A.c. 1396 manded an immediate abatement of the duties upon 
merchandize, kichard defired the dukes of Lan- 
cafter and York to tell them, that their remon- 
ftrance Ihould be confidered in a council which he 
would hold in a month at Weffminfter. The duke 
of Glouccfter, who affifted at that affembly on pur- 
pofe to countenance the petitioners, infilled upon 
the king's complying with their demands ; but the 
reft of the members being of a different opinion, 
the duke of l.ancafter, in the king's name, told 
them, that thofe duties had been laid with the con- 
fent of their reprefentatives, and the deputies of all 
the good towns in the nation, for their cortimon 
defence ; that the king had indulged them with 
grants which would be recalled, fliould they be- 
have themfelves in a feditious manner -, that the 
revenue of the crown was not fo confiderable as it 
had been in former times, and the otpence moch 
greater, arifing from the war in Ireland, the late 
treaty and marriage, the queen's coronation, the 
defence of the ports and frontiers of the realm, the 
fupport of the garrifons in Calais and Guienne ; arid 
that after all thefe payments, the taxes in England 
were not fo heavy as thofe of any other kingdom 
in Europe. The petitioners went away fcemingly 
fatisfied with this anfwer, to which indeed they 
could have found but little obje<9:ion : but they 
were afterwards incenfed by the conduft of Rich- 
ard, who, finding the fubfidies infufBcient to fup- 
port his extravagance, extorted loans from the trad- 
WaTfm* ^*^8 towns and rich abbeys of the kingdom, with- 
out the leaft intention to refund the lenders. 
A.c. 1397. All nhe efforts of Gloucefter and his confederates 
Haxev a ^ [^^^ fjQj. \y^^j^ ^^le to prevent the court from fecur- 
condemncd ing a parliament that favoured the treaty, and the 
forVrin^^' other meafures which had been lately taken ; and 
a certain bill for that reafon the duke and earl of Arundel would 
imo i>ariia- ^^^ aflj(^ j^ ^.^gj,. deliberations : not but that there 

nejit. 

was 


R I C H A R D II. 185 

was a fpirit of oppofition among the commons; a. 0,1396, 
lor the feffion being opened on the twcnty-fecond 
day of January, and a fubfidy granted for the de- 
fence of the Scottifli Marches, and the profecution 
of the war in Ireland, a bill was brought into the 
houfe by one Haxey, a clergyman, complaining of 
the exceffive number of prelates, ladies, and idle 
dependents, maintained at court, and petitioning 
that the charges of the houlhold might be retrench- 
ed. . The king, confcious of his own ftrength, re- 
fented this as an infult upon his dignity, and fent a 
melTage to the commons, importing that the bill 
contained certain articles intrenching upon his 'ho- 
nour and prerogative, which he was refblved to 
maintain agaihft all encroachment •, he therefore 
infifted upon their delivering the bill to the lords, 
together with the name of the member who had 
prcfumed to bring it into the houfe. The com- 
hfions intimidated by this lofty meflage, humbled 
themfelves before his nnajefty in the moft abjcft 
manner.. They protefted they had no intention to 
encroach upon his royal eftate and liberty, efpecially 
with regard to his perfon, and the ceconomy of his 
houfliold ; that they had no other defign but that 
of prevailing upon the lords to advife him to con- 
fult the honour of his ftate in all his tranfa^tions, 
according to his own good pleafure •, they there • 
fore fubmitted themfelves to his will and favour, 
and begged he would gracioufly excufe the free- 
dom they had taken, profeffing themfelves always 
. ready to fupport his royal eftate and dignity, and 
to perform, in body and goods, like loyal fub- 
jefts, whatever fliould be for his honour and fafety. 
Notwithftanding this piteous addrefs, Richard in- 
fifted upon Haxey *s being brought to trial before 
the lords, wjio condemned him to fufFcr death as a 
traitor. The fentence was no fooner known than 
the archbifliop of Canterbury, at the head of the , 

prelates. 
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A.c.t$97* prelates, prefented himfelf before the khig^ and de-*= 
clariflg that it ever was and fliould be their full 
fefoliiition to maintain his royal eftate and dignity 
without diminution, befbught his majefty to Tpare 
I the life of Haxey, and Qrder him to be delivered 
into their cuftody, out of his fpecial grace and fa* 
▼our. The king complied with this their humble 
requeft, aiid ordered the criminal to be delivered to 
the archbifhop. The fubfidy upon wool being 
continued, tl^ king confirmed the dignity of ear) 
Kiarefchal to Thomas de Mowbray, and the heirs 
male of his body. John de Beaufort, natural fon 
of Lancafter by Catherine Swinford, was created 
; carl of Somerfet : and Sir Robert Belknap, Sir 
John Holt, and Sir William Burgh, three of the 
judges who had been baniihcd to Ireland for the 
opinions at Nottingham, were, by the aflTent of the 
R«i.p^. lords and commons, allowed to return from exile. 
Tiiedwkeof After the parliament broke up, the duke of 
^^T!^^' Gloucefter and his aflbciates profecuted their in- 
mMd miir. triguts with great fuccefs, in alienating the aflfec- 
Caiaut* ^^^ ®f ^hc people from Richard : nor did they 
make any fecret of their difcontent ; they and their 
partifans publicly declared that Richard was not fit 
to govern ^ that the fpirit of the nation was quite 
bn^en by his mifmanagemenc and puHllanimity ; 
aadjbat he ought to be immured for life, and pafs his 
days in that indolence which had difgraced his ad- 
mintftration. Thcfe proceedings were reported to 
fhe king with fuch exaggerations as alarmed that 
weak prince, who believed or feemed to believe, 
that his life was not iecure from their machinations. 
His uterine brother John Holland carl of Hun- 
tingdon, who had been governor of Breft, employed 
emiilaries to watch the conduct of the aflbciates. 
He was a man of profligate morals, and a profefied 
enemy of Gloucelter, whofe ruin he fought with 
the moft eager induftry ^ he therefore reprefented 

every 
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every thing againft that nobleman in the moft un- A'Cij^j. 
favourable light, to aroufe his apprehenfion and 
inflame his refentment. Thefe circumftances of in- 
telligence Richard communicated to the dukes of 
Lancafter and York, who endeavoured to remove 
the jealoufies fubfifting between the king and their 
brother, by employing friendly remonftrances with 
both. Gloucefter ftili profefled the utmoft venc- 
' ration for the king's perfon, but infilled upon a 
change of meafures. Richard attempted to engage 
his other two uncles in a violent profecution againft 
Gloucefter : but they refufed to be concerned in 
any fcheme againft the life of th^ir own brother ; 
and retired to their houfes in the country, in order . 
to avoid cenfure and fufpicion. Their example was 
followed by Sir Thomas Piercy, brother to the ear! 
of Northumberland, who refigned his office of 
fteward of the houlhold, and withdrew from a court 
which was altogether abandoned to riot and indifcrc- 
tion. Richard was now left entirely to the management 
6f raw, unfteady, hot-headed counfellors, whoper- 
fuaded him that there was no other way to prevent 
his own ruin, but that of efFefting the Ipeedy de- 
ftrudlion of Gloucefter; and thi3 advice was fc- 
conded by the count of St. Pol, a French noble- 
man, who came over to vific the young queen of 
England. The duke was too powerful to be ap- 
prehended openly, and punijhed according to the 
forms of juftice. All the people in the neighbour- 
hood of Plelhy, where he lived, would have takeq 
arms to defend him from violence; and Richard 
juftly fuppofed that his two brothers would not 
tamely behold him facrificed to fufpicion or convc- 
niiencc : he therefore relblved to ufe a more effec- 
tual expedient, and take him off by private treache- 
ry. As he had always maintained the appearance 
of affedion and familiarity with his uncle Gloucef- 
ter, he made a pretence of hunting in Efl^ex ; and 

in 
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A. c. 1397. 10 the evening vifited the duke at Plefliy, where he 
was received with the moft cordial hofpitalicy, both 
by his uncle and the dutchefs. While they fat at 

^ fupper, * he told the duke that he wanted to confult ' 
him on fome very important affair relating to the 

. ftate, and defired he would accompany him to Lon- 
don, where a council fhould be called in the morn- 
ing. The unfufpe^ting duke chearfully co.mplied 
with his defire, and fet out with the king on horfe- 
back, attended by four or five domeftics. As they 
approached Epping Foreft Richard rode off at full 
gallop J and Gloucefter was immediately furround- 
cd by armed men, who conveyed him to the river, 
and put him on board of a fhip which weighed 
anchor immediately, and arrived next day at Ca- 
lais» The duke's aflbciates the earls of Arundel, 
Warwick, lord Cobham, Sir John Cheney, and 
other perfons of diftinftion, who had alfo been in- 
vited to the council, were the next day arrefted at 
London. Left thefe proceedings fhould create forrje 
difturbance among the people, a proclamation was 
iffued, declaring that the lords were arrefted upon 
ifrcfli matter of treafon laid to their charge : and 
that they (hould be tried by a great council of their 
peers, which was fummoned to meet on the firft 
day of Auguft at Nottingham. There they ac- 
cordingly met at the time appointed ; when an ap- 
peal for treafon was brought again ft the duke of 
Gloucefter, and the earls of Arundel and Warwick, 
by the earls of Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, Not- 
tingham, Somerfet, Salifbury, the lord Spenfer, 
and William Scroop chamberlain of the houfhold. 
The bill being read and confidercd, the appealed 
lords were indulged with time till the fourteenth 
day of September, to prepare anfwers to the ar- 
ticles of their impeachment in parliament. But it 
was not Richard's intention to allow Gloucefter the 
privilege of a trial. He had fent Sir William Rick- 

' hill. 
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hill, one of the juftices of the common-pleas, ^-/^^ '397. 
with a conimiflion to examine the duke at Calais, 
hoping that this artful lawyer would have extrafted 
a confcflion of treafonable practices from the duke, 
by tampering with the heat and impatience of his 
temper. But, as he acknowledged nothing that 
amounted to treafon, Richard ordered the earl of 
Nottingham, who was governor of Calais, to give 
diredtions for his being privately murdered. Thefe 
dire(5tions were executed by four aflaflins, called 
Hall, Lovetoft, Serle, and Frances, who conveyed 
the duke from the caftle of Calais to a public inn, 
where he was informed of his deftiny, in which he 
acquiefced without emotion, and was fmothered- 
between two feather-beds on a pallet : then they 
ftripped the body j and laying it under the bed- 
cloaths, pretended that he died in the night of an 
apoplexy. » Thus died Thomas duke of Wodeftokc 
Gloucefter, who poffeiled many virtues, with an alloy 
of weaknefs and human infirmity, to which he fell a 
facrifice. He was brave, open, fincere, and a weli- 
wilher to his country -, but withal pafTionate, tur- 
bulent, ambitious of power, and ^ond of popula- 
rity J failings by which he entailed upon himfelf 
the fufpicion of the king, and the hatred of the 
nobility, while he acquired unbounded influence 
among the people, by whom he was revered almoft 
to idolatry : no wonder then that the whole nation 
was alarmed at the news of his untimely fate. The 
dukes of Lancafter and York breathed nothing but 
revenge, and with a fmall body of forces haftened 
up to London, where they were received with open 
arms by the citizens ; and Lancafter refolved to 
fend for fuccours from Portugal and Caftile. In 
the mean time, however, they found themfelves , 

anticipated by the vigilance and forefight of Ri- 
chard and his counfellors, who had reinforced his 
guards with ten thoufand archers s and eacpended 

the 
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A.ai3t7. tiie fums of money which he had received by loan 
and fubfidy, in fecuring a majority in the enfuing 
parliament. Knowing that the duke of York im- 
plicitly followed the advice of Lancafter, and that 
this lad was open to flattery and ambition, he em- 
ployed his favourite Rutland to diifuade his uncles 
from all oppofltion; and that young nobleman 
fucceeded in his negotiation. He expatiated upon 
the calamities of civil war \ infinuated that Ri- 
chard would be obliged to have recourie to the af • 
liftance of his father in law the French king, who 
might, on pretence of fupporting him, enflave the 
country : he obferved, that, though Gloucefter's 
fate was lamentable, it could not now be recalled \ 
afiured them that the king remembred it with un- 
' feigned forrow and contrition; and finally pro* 
miied, in hi$ majeiVy's name, that if they would 
lay afide all fchemes of refentment, and confent to 
an hearty Reconciliation with the king, they (hould 
prefide in his councils, and wholly dired him in 
all his future condud. The dukes yielded to this 
remonftrance, difmiiTed their adherents, and all 
. difputes between the king and them were for the 
prefent compromifed. 
mm«Ar. The parliament meeting at Wcftminfter in the 
.li/hVof " middle of September, Sir John Bufliy, a creature 
klm^tnir ^^ ^^^ court, was, at the king's recommendation, 
^'iS'*^na- chofen fpeaker, after he, with Sir William Bagot 
w^vVaedtf ^^^ ^*^ Henry Green, had undertaken to manage 
&ightrea- all the profecutious which had been previoufly 
*°* planned againfl: the lords of the oppofition. The 

ieflion began with the confideration of a bill, enaft- 
ing that holy church, the lords fpiritual and tem- 
poral, all cities, boroughs, and commonalities of 
the realm, (hould enjoy their liberties and fran- 
chifes as they had been enjoyed under his majefty's 
' , royal progenitors kings of England. This law 
being paflbd, the commons moved, that whereas 
! . feveral 


/ 


RICHARD IL 191 

fcveral judgments had been reverfed, becaufc the a. €,1397. 
clergy had not aflSfted at the trial, they fhould now 
appoint a general proftor, impowercd to aft for, 
them in their abfence : Sir Thomas Piercy was ac- 
cordingly appointed for this purpofe, by the two 
archbifhops and their clergy. Then the commif^ 
fion and ftatute, made in the eleventh year of this 
reign, was repealed, as being traitpjroufly obtained 
by conilrainc and compulfion, againft the king^s 
will, and to the prejudice of his crown and dignity. 
It was ordained that no fuch commiffion ihould 
take place for the future; and that all perfons en- 
deavouring to procure any fuch inftrument, ihould 
fufFer as traitors : the pardons granted to the duke 
of Gloucefter, the carls of Arundel and Warwic;k, 
in the eleventh year of the king's reign, as well as 
that afterwards pafled in favour of Arundel at 
Windfbr, in the feventeenth year of his majefly's 
reign, were revoked and annulled, as having been 
obtained by compulfion. After thefe preliminary 
refoluEions, the commons protefted to the king ifi 
full parliament, that it was their intention, with 
his majefty's leave, to impeach any perfon or per- 
fons as often as they Ihould think proper, during 
the feffion of this parliament ; and their proteft 
was accepted and enrolled. This ftep being taken, 
they impeached Thomas Arundel archbifhop of 
Canterbury of high-treafon, for having been aid* 
^^Sf procuring, and advifing, in making a com- ' 
miflion direfted to Thomas duke of Gloucefter, 
Richard earl of Arundel, and others, in the tenth 
year of his majefty's reign ; which commiffion was 
made in prejudice of the king, his crown, and dig- 
nity. He was likewife accuTed of having advifed 
the duke of Gloucefter, and the earls of Arundel 
and Warwick, to affume the royal power, and ar- 
reft the king's lieges Simon Bur ley and James Ber- 
ners, whom they adjudged to death, contrary to 

the 
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A.C. 1397. the ^iii of his majefty. The commons petitioned 
that the king would order the faid Thomas to be 
put in fafe cuftody •, and the l^ing replied, that as 
the impeachment afF§6led a peer of the realm, he 
.would advife with his council on the fubjedl. They 
afterwards demanded judgment againft the arch- 
biffiop, who acknowledged in the king's prefence 
that he had been miftaken, and £rred in his con- 
dud relating to that commiflion ; and therefore 
fubmitted to his majefty's mercy. He was declared 
a traitor, and condemned to perpetual banilhmeot; 
his temporalities were feized, his goods and chat- 
tels forfeited, and he himfelf was ordered to quit 
R«. Pari. ^^ kingdom in fix weeks after tht fentence was 
liiraifing.* pronounced. This prelate had been cajoled by the 
king, who aflured him in private, that if he would 
confefs the charge, and make no defence in parlia- 
ment, he Ihould have his majefty's pardon, and 
nothing would be done to his prejudice. But after 
he was condemned unheard in his abfence, the 
king, far from performing his promife, follicited 
and obtained his deprivation from the pope, who, 
at Richard's defire, nominated Roger Walden the 
king's treafurer to fill up the vacant bilhopric. 
I!l^"u,?I l^he archbifhop's trial being finifhed, the lords 
Warwick, appellants exhibited their bill of impeachment 
^profecuN againft the duke of Glouceftcr, the earls of Arun- 
cdinthe del and Warwick, and Thomas Mortimer, accufing 
act. "**^" them of having procured the aforcfaid commiflion ; 
of having taken up arms againft his majefty -, of 
having efFedled the death and imprifonment of fe- 
veral liege fubjefts -, and of having cbnfpired to 
depofe the king, who in all probability would have 
fallen a facrifice to their treafon, had not they been 
reftrained from executing their fcheme, by the re- 
monftrances of Henry or Lancafter earl of Derby, 
~ and Thomas Mowbray earl of Nottingham. The 
duke of Lancafter being appointed lord high- 

ftew- 
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fieward, the earl of Arundel was brought td his trial ;^«'c. «397* 
arid the appeal being read in his hearing, hepleade4' 
his general pardon granted by the king and confirm 
ed by the parliament. But tHis haviftg been already 
repealed in the prefcnt feffion, he was found, guilty 
of high-treafon, condemned to behanged, drawn, 
and quartered^ and all his ellate, real and perlbnal, 
was forfeited to the king's ufe i yet the fenrence 
was mitigated into fimple decapitation. Xhe duke. 
of Gloucefter, ithough dead, was declared a traitor 
to his king and country; his eftate forfeited, and 
his blood attainted. »Tlien the appellants petiti- 
oned that his cbnfeffibn' mrghD be texd in full par- 
lia:ment y and Sit Wiliiam^Rickhili produced a paper, 
jigned by^' the . kiug^s . atm hand, iii which he ac- 
knowlec^d diat he had been guilty of diVers in- 
difcreeD aftlons; and offered, feveral infults to his 
majefty, whom hehada^foflanderedin the heat and 
precipitation of his padlon ^ but at the fame time 
declared upon his foul, that he had never enter^ 
tained one thought to the prejudice of his royal 
dignity. Thomas carl of Warwick being brought 
by the conftable of the Tower into parliament, 
was by the ffeward made acquainted with the na- 
ture of theapffeal which had been lodged again (t 
him ; and he pleading, guilty, and throwing him- 
felf on the king's mercy, was fubjeded to the fame 
lentence which had been pronounced againft the 
earl of Arundel ; but the king changed the punifh- 
xnent into perpetual exile and confinement in the 
ifle of Man ; with this provifo, that if any means 
Ihould be ufed for his efcape, the fentence of the 
lord high^fteward Ihould be executed without any 
further examination. Thomas Mortimer having 
fled into Ireland, and taken refuge in the moun- 
tains among the rebellious natives, a proclamation 
was iffued through that kingdom, requiring him 
to appear within three months, and anfwer to the 
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^- c. 1397. impeachment ; othervirife he was declared a traitor^ 

and all bU. eAatq forfeited. 
Afts of After thfife fevere profcriptions, which reSefted^ 

JI^^tToM. difgracc upon the whole parliatnenc, and particu- 
larly upoc^ the dttkes of Lancafter ami York, and 
the ^rl of Derby, who adted Ci} oflkioudy aga^nft 
their nearefl; relations and former confedefates, the 
commons interceded with the king in behalf of the 
lords and biihops, who had.' been named In the 
comcniOioa pa£^ in the tenth year of his reign,^ 
without procurii^ or a&ing ta the execuctoa there* 
of. Tbefe were the duke of York, the bifbop of 
Winchefter, and Sir Richard Le Scroope, whofe> 
loyalty and innocence were^ now acknowledged by 
a ftatute ena&ed iafull parKament. Tht (xanmonsi 
l4kewHebefQi}ght.hi$ mi^fty, that he wouM con- 
fider the feryices of Henry of Lancafter carl ofi 
Derby, and Thoimas de Mowbray carl of Notting- 
ham:, who had expreOy hindered the rebellious 
lords from fei^ing t^e perfon of the (kingi. renounc-i 
ed their fociecy, and given intimation of their train 
torous intent. The comnaons recommended thefb 
ooblemen in a fpeciat marater to has ma^y's fa-* 
iFour^ and requefted that he would publkfy deckre 
hi parUament their good: £ame and k>yal behanriaiir j 
kichard,. fitting upon his throne, compltffil with 
their dcfirc, declaring that, to his owa knowledge^^ 
tkt earls of Derby and Nottingham wece good and 
faithful fubjedfcs; and it was voted that this decla-^ 
ration fhould have the force of a ftatuce. All thefe 
te-anfadlions were clofed with fome suSts of the king^ 
munificence, calculated to attach certain* noblenieit 
the more ftrongly to his intereft. The earl of 
Perby was created duke of Hereford, the eari of 
Rutland made duke gf Albemarie ; Thomas Hoi- 
bnd earl of Kent v/as promoted to the dukedom^ o£ 
Surrey 5 his brother John c^rl of Huntingdon ta 
that of Ex^er ^ and TKomasrMowbray earl of Not- 
tingham 
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tingham was declared duke of Norfolk. The earl* a* c. 139/. 
dom of Somerfet and marquifate of Dorfet were 
conferred upon John Beaufort •, Thomas lord Spc?n- 
ler was created earl of Gloucefter, Ralph Ncvii earl 
of Weftmorelatid, Thmnas Piercy earl of Worcef- 
ter, and William Le Scroope earl of Wiltihire. ^'^f*''** 
Thefe pronaotloos being made, the parliament was ^ 
adjourned .to the twenty fcventh day of January^ 
when it was required to meet at Shrewfbury : but 
before the members withdrew from London, the 
lords fpiritual and temporal, together with the 
knights of (hires, fwore folemnly. before the ftirind 
4>f St. Edward in Weft minftcr* Abbey, that they 
wouM maintain all the ftatutes, ellablifhmenrsi 
ordinances, and judgments, enaded and ^ven in 
this parliament) without fuffcring them to be re* ' 
yoked, reyerfed, or annulled, iaving to the king 
his ri^t and royalty. Then the king,- accdmpa-* 
nied by the lords fpiritual axid temporal, proceeded 
to the high altar, where the prelates and ordinaries ^ 
of the provinces of Canterbury and York pro* 
nounced the fentence of the greater excommunica^ 
lion againft all who ihould openly or privately, by 
deed or couniel, contravene of oppofe the ftatutes 
afnd regulations which the parliament had enadted 
and fworn to maintain^ faving ftill the king's roy- 
alty and prerogative. 

The carl of Arundel was beheaded on Tower* Thee^rtoT. 
Hill, and died with great rcfolution, in prefence of ^JJ^^J^d^ 
the king and the earls of Kent and Nottingham, 
whoexpreffing an unmanly and inhuman pleafure 
at his f^te, *' My lord/* faid he, with great deli^* 
beration to Nottingham, who was his fon in-lav/, it 
would have better become you to be abfenc upon 
fucb an occafion. You feem to triumph at my 
fuflering; but perhaps the day will come, when 
your own misfortune will fumifh' the like trr- 
*f umph to your enemies.** Nothing could be 

O a mo» 
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A. c. 1397. more unpopular than the execution of this noMcr- 
man, who poffeffed many valuable qualities, had 
ferved with great fuccefs ' againft the enemy, and 
always aflerted the liberties of the people, by whonn 
he was exceedingly beloved. They looked upon 
him as a martyr to their caufe; and their regard 
foon rofe to fuperftitious veneration : they reportal 
that his head was miraculoufly rejoined to the body, 
from which it had been fevered •, and great numbers 
of people performed a pilgrimage to his tomb. 
Thefe circumftances difturbed the weak mind of 
Richard, wlio, in order to undeceive the mqltitude, 
ordered the body to be difinterred and expofed to* 
public view ; but the votaries would not truft the 
evidence of their own fenfes, and continued their 
adoration: fo that the king found it neceffary to 
order the Auguftin friars of London, in whofe 
church he was buried, to take down his fcmcheon, 
and conceal the grave with a new pavement. Whe- 
ther Richard felt remorfe for hiaving takdn away the 
life of Arundel, or thofe reports touching his fanc- 
tity made an impreffion upon his fancy, the appari* 
tion of that noblema'n haunted his imagination, 
infomuch that he could not for fome time enjoy his 
natural repofe, but darted from his flumber with 
FroiiTait. horror and affright* Thomas Beauchamp earl of 
^^ "^&. Warwick did not behave on his trial" with that 
courage which diftinguiihed the deportment of 
Arundel ; he confefled himfelf a traitor in the molt 
abjeft terms, (hed a flood of tears, and fued for 
mercy in fuch a manner, as muft have excited the 
contempt as well as the compaffion of Richard, 
who granted his life, becaufc he had nothing to fear 
•from his refentment or capacity. As nothing ap- 
peared againft the lord Cobham, but thai he had 
been appointed by parliament one of the eleven 
commiflioners in the tenth year of his majcfty*s 
reign, his punifhment was limited to fimple exile. 

When 


R I C H A R D II. 197 

When the parliantent met again at Shrewfbury ^•^- '39** 
on the twenty-feventh day of January, the chan- Proceedings 
cellor having opened the feffion with a fpeech to LmeX^at 
the ufual purport, defired they would take into shrcwibury. 
cpnfid^rat'ion the fuppKes that would be neceflary 
for the defence of England, Ireland, Guienne, the 
Marches of Wales, and the borders of Scotland, in 
cafe the truce Ihould not be prolonged. Then the 
dukes of Albemarle^ Surrey, and Exeter, the mar- < 
quis of Dorlet, the earls of Salifburyi, Gloucefter, 
and Wiltfhire, as lords appellants, petitioned that 
the* proceedings in the parliament of the eleventh 
year of his majefty*s reign, againft the judges who 
had given their opinions at Nottingham, Ihould be 
repealed. The queftions and anfwers there made, 
being now read publicly before the edates of par- 
liament, they, unanimoufly declared that the faid 
anfwers were good and lav/ful j and all the judges 
protefted, that had the fanie queftions been fub- 
mitted to their confideration, they would have an- 
fwered them to the fame effcft. A ftatute was 
therefore enacted, annulling the parliament holdea 
in the eleventh year of his majefty*s reign ; and all 
the judgments, ftatutes, and ordinances, made in 
that aflembly, were reverfed and repealed. John 
BufTy the fpeaker, obferving that many ordinances 
and ftatutes made in different parliaments had been 
occaQonally reverfed, petitioned the king, in the 
name of the commons, that the ordinances and 
judgments of this might be eftabliftied with all pof- 
fible fecurity. Richard advifed with the lords fpi- 
ritual and temporal, as well as with the juftices and 
lawyers, on the fubjeft of this petition j and they 
unanimoufly declared there could be no greater fe- 
curity than the authority of parliament, which, 
however was inforced by the renewal of the oath 
taken by the lords and commons, to fupport and 
maintain the proceedings of the feflion. Thofe af- 
, . J O 3 fairs 
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A.e,i39f. fair$ of importance bping difpatthcd, Thomas k? 
D*£fpcnfer petitioned that the fentcnce of e^ilc aoici 
dinierifon, pronounced againft his grandfather and 
great grandfather, which had been repealed in tho 
ftfteenth year of the reign of Edward II. and after- 
wards rene\yed under ^dward III. flipuld now be 
repealed ^ fecon^ time, for the caulcs fpecified in 
the former r.epcal. The fentence was accordingly 
once more reverfed ; tho' in the fucceeding reiga 
of Heary IV. this favour was ag^in annulled. Tho 
parliaments had made a praftice, during tht reigns' 
of weak princes, of reyerfing the decrees of each 
other, according to the prevalence of intcreft in the 
court or oppofition. On the laft day of the feffion* 
the' duke of Hereford falling upon his knees before 
the king, acknowledged that he had been concerned 
in many diilMrbances and meetings, contrary to the 
peace of the kingdom, and his majefty's royalty, 
though not with any intention to injure his fovc* 
reign ; but as he now underftood they were offences, 
be beggcd»pardon with great humility, and hoped he 
ihould obtain his majeily's forgivenefs. Richarck 
gracioufly accepted of his acknowledgment, par- 
doned him in full parliament for any oiBFcnce ho 
might have committed, and promifed him his par-. 
ticular favour and proteftion. Thqn the parlia- 
ment granted a more ample fubfidy than had ever 
been given to his grandfather, defiring he would 
be pkafcd to beitow a certain fum of money 
upon thpfc who had been plundered at Radcot- 
Bridge, and defray the expences of the lords ap-. 
pellancs. A general pardon was granted for pafi: 
offences in favour o| all the king's fubjedb : tho* 
with a ' claufe which excluded from the benefit of 
this amnefty. fifty perfons, whole names were not 
e^cpreSed, but. refer ved to the particular knowledge 
and pkafure of the king, who might nomina[to 
them cccafionally : fu that rw> man in England 

could 


R I C H A R D 11. 199 

could affure himfelf that he was not excepted. As ^- ^* '39«- 
.fiuny private petitions had not been anfwered, and 
a good deal of bufinefs left undone, the commons 
petitioned that the king would empower a commit- 
tee of lords and others, whom they named for that 
piirpofe, to dilpatch thofe affairs that were left un- 
finilhed ; and his majefty complying with their re- 
queft, the whole authority of parliament devolved 
upon the king, twelve peers, and fix commoners *, 
As the Cheflbirc men had been (launch to the king 
in all his late tranfadlions, he ere<H:ed that tDunty 
into a principality; and to his own titles added 
that of prince of Chefter. He was fo intent upon 
rendering the decrees of this parliament perpetual 
and irrevocable, that he afterwards procured a bull 
from the pope, containing dreadful anathemas 
againft ail who flbould prefume to oppofe or reverfe 
thefe tranfadions : and this was folemnly publifhed j^^ » , 
at Paul's Crofs, and other places of refort through Brady. 
the whole kingdom. "T)"''' 

The firft objeft that fell under the confideration <^^rfe^ i>«- 
of the committee was a charge exhibited againft the dukw ©f *" 
duke of Norfolk by Henry duke of Hereford, who jj^j"^!?^'!! jj^ 
taxed him with having fpoken feditious words againft tTho are ba- 
his majefty, in a private con verfation between Brent- '*^^*^* 
ford and London. A paper, containing the fub- 
ftance of this converfation, being read before the 
king and the lords in parliament, it was referred to 
the committee ; and after much debate and exami- 
nation of the accufed, who denied the charge, the 
king' and the faid committee decreed, that, for 
want of fufficient proof, the difpute fhould be de- 

* • Thefe were John dukeof Lancaf- earl of Northumberland, Thomas earl 

tter, Edmund duke of York, Edward of Glcucefter, Thcnjas earl of Win-. 

Aike of Albemarle, Thomas'^uke of cb^ftcr, and William earl of Wiltfhire, 

. Surrey^ John dak« of Exeter, John JahnBuirey,Hcnry Gieen, JohnRuf- 

|iut<)uis of Dorfet, Roger earl of fcl, Henry Chelmefwicke, Robert 

March, Joha cvlof^aliCbury, Hcery Tcy, and John Colofre, knights. 

O 4 cided 




200 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

A.c. 1398. cided by fingle combat, according to the laws of 
chivalry. The twenty-ninth dayof April was fixed 
for the duel, and the lifts were appointed at Co- 
ventry, to which place the king repaired, accom- 
panied Ijy all his peers, and created the duke of 
Albemarle high conftable, and the duke of Surrey 
lord marefchal for the occafion. Hereford the 
challenger firfl appeared on a white courfer gayly 
caparifoned, and armed cap-a-pee, with his drawn 
fword in his hand. When he approached the lifts, 
the imrefchal demanded who he was ? and he an- 
fwered, " I am Henry of Lancafter duke of He- 
*' reford, come hither according to my duty, againft 
*' Thomas Mowbray duke of Norfolk, a falfe trai- 
** tor to God, the king, the realm, and me." 
Then taking the oath that his quarrel v/as juft and 
true, he defired to enter the lifts, which being 
granted, he (heathcd his fword, pulled down his 
beaver, croffed himfelf on the forehead, feized his 
lance, pafled the barrier, alighted, and fat down 
in a chair of green velvet placed at one end of the 
lifts. He had fcarce taken his feat when the king 
came into the field with great pomp, attended by 
the peers, the count of St. Pol, who came from 
France on purpofe to fe«^ this famous trial, and ten 
thoufand men at arms, to prevent tumults and dif- 
turbance. His majefty, being feated in his chair 
of ftate, the king at arms proclaimed, that none 
but fuch as were appointed to mar(hal the field, 
fhould prefume to touch the lifts on pain of death. 
Then another herald pronounced aloud, *' Behold 
*' hcrre Henry of Lancafter duke of Hereford, who ' 
, *' has entered the lifts to perform his devoir, againft 
>' Thomas Mowbray duke of Norfolk, on pain of 
" being counted falfe and recreant.'* The duke 
of Norfolk immediately appeared in arms, mounted 
upon a barbed horfe, with a coat of arms of crim- 
fon velvet embroidered with lions of filver, and 

mill- 
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mulberry trees; and^ having taken his oath before a.c. 13^. 
the conftable and marefchal, entered the field, ex- 
claming aloud, " God defend the right." Alight- 
ing froni his horfe, he placed himfelt in a chair of 
crimfon velvet, oppofite to his antagonift, at the 
pther end of the lifts. Then the marefchal, having 
mea^fured their lances, delivered one to the challen- 
ger, and fcnt a knight with the other to the duke 
of Norfolk, and proclamation was made that they 
Ihould prepare for the combat. ' They immediately 
mounted their horfes, clofed their beavers, fixed 
their lances in the refts, and, the trumpets found- 
ing a charge, the duke of Hereford began his ca- 
reer with ^reat violence; but, before he could join 
his antagonift,^ the king threw down his warder, 
and the heralds interpofed. Richard ordered their 
lances to be taken away, and they returned to their 
chairs, while the king retired to council, where 
their doom was determined without bloodfhed. Sir 
' John Bouray returned to the field at the king'is 
command ; and, filence being enjoined by procla- 
mation, pronounced their fencence to this efFeft : 
That forafmuch as the appellant and defendant 
had honourably appeared in the lifts, ready and 
even forward to engage in /ingle combat, their 
courage was fufficiently afcertained ; and the king, 
in order to prevent the efilifion of chriftian blood, 
had decreed, with the advice of his council and com - 
mittee of parliament, that Henry duke of Hereford 
Should, within fifteen days depart the kingdom, 
and go into exile for the fpace of ten years, on pain 
of death ; that the duke of Norfolk ihould be ba- 
nifhed for life, becaufe he had not been able to clear 
himfelf of the imputation of having fpoken fediti- 
ous words againft his majefty ; and that all his re- 
venues ftiould be fequeftred, until the king Ihould 
be reimburied in all the fums which Mowbray had 
embezzled, on pretence of paying the garrifon of 

Calais. 
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A. c. 13^. Calais. Then proclamation was made, that no per- 
ion (hould prefume to intercede with the king in be-< 
half of each party, on pain of incurring his maje- 
ity's dtTpleafure ; and the dukes Were obliged ti^ 
promife upon oath, thi^t they would never meec 
willingly, nor maintain the leaft intercourfe in fo* 
reign countries, nor carry on any fort of carrefpon- 

piacit Gor. dencc with Thomas Arundel late archbifliop of 

^^"'- Canterbury, 

The duke of Nothing can be a ftronger proof of the arbitrary 

Hereford rcr i-r n » r x. \ - ji_» • r 1. 

tires to dupoiiuon of the kmg and his committee than this 
^"^*- fentence, by which the duke of Hereford was 
driven into exile without having been charged with 
any offence, and perpetual banifhment infii&ed 
upon Thomas Mowbray, who had appealed to the 
only trial by which his innocence could be mani- 
fefted, if not fufficitntly afcertained, by his accuier's 
failing to convid him by legal evidence. There 
was Something mean and perfidious in Hereford's 
betraying the particulars of a private con verfation , 
which appears to have contained nothing dangerous 
to the ftate or the fovereign. He in all probability 
confiidered Mowbray as his rival in intereft, confe- 
quently a troublefome bar to the execution of that 
icheme he had projedled ; and perhaps he longed 
for an opportunity to revenge the murder of his 
uncle Gloucefter, in which the duke of Norfolk 
was principally concerned. Richard dreaded both 
equally, as noblemen of dangerous power and am- 
bition, and was glad of a pretence for expelling 
Mowbray from the kingdom ; but that he ihould 
venture to banilh Hereford, without any caufe af- 
figned, is a very extraordinary circumftance ; and 
that his own father the duke of Lancaftcr ihouki 
tamely acquicfce in the fentence, is ftill more fur- 
prifing. By this time, the fpirit of that noble- 
man feemed to have been evaporated with the vi- 
gour of his yQUth j for he complied with every 
6 mcafure 
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incafure the king propofcd, and fufFered himfelf to ^'^' >39»' 
be made a tool, for efFefting the ruin of his own 
family. The duke of Norfolk was overwhelmed 
with grief and defpondencc at the judgment which 
waB awarded againft him. He retired to Germany, 
from whence he repaired to Venice, where in a little 
time be died of forrow and chagrin. Hereford on 
the contrary bore his fate with great refignation, 
and behaved with fuch refpedful fubmiflion, v/hen 
he went to take his leave of the king at Eltham, 
that Richard, pleafed with his deportment, remitted 
four years of his exile. He withdrew to Pari?, 
where he met with a favourable reception from the 
French king, and in all probability would have 
married the only daughter of the duke of Berry, 
had not the match been defeated by the interpofi- 
tion of Richard, who fent the earl of Salifbury as 
his ambaflador to reprefent Hereford as a perfon 
who had been guilty of treafonable praftices ; and 
to affurc the French court that he would never be 
permitted to return to his own country. The 
princes of the bloody alarmed at this declaration^ 
broke off the match abruptily, and, when Here- 
ford cxpoftulated wirh them on the fubjeft, made 
him acquainted with their reafons for retracing the 
afient they had already given to his propofal. Such 
an injury could not fail to aggravate the refentmcnt 
of the duke againft Richard, which he had hitherto 
concealed, and in all likelihood confirmed him in . 
his defign upon the crown of England. No man 
could be better qualified for the execution of a 
projeft of this nature than Henry of Lancalter : 
he was cool, cautious, difcerning, and refolute ; he 
had diftinguifhed himfelf by his courage both at 
home and abroad ; he was the idol of the foldiers, 
and the minidn of the people ; he was immenfely 
rich, and by blood or alliance connefted with all 
|hc noblemen in England. The multitude not only 

mur- 
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A. c. ij9«. murmured, but loudly exclaimed againft the fen* 
tcnce of baniflimcnt which had been denounced 
againft him, and they ardently wiflied for an oppor- 
tunity df enlifting under his banner. It was not 
long before they were gratified in this particular. 
A, c. 1399. John duke of Lancaftcr dying in Felwuary, his 
Death of fon the duke of Hereford ought to have fucceeded 
ifUiJctftcr. t^ his titles and eftate, by virtue of his* hereditary 
right, as well as of the letters patent which he had 
obtained even after the fentence at Coventry. Thefe 
impowered him to fue in his abfence by his attor- 
ney ; fo as that he might have livery of any lands 
defcending to him by right of inheritance. Ri- 
chard, notwithftanding this privilege, which he 
himfelf had granted, was fo ftartled at the profpe<9: 
of this great addition to the power and influence of 
Hereford, whom he had lately provoked, and lb 
ftrongly allured by the opulence of the fucceflion> 
that he refolved to intercept it for his own benefit. 
The committee of parliament being tutered to his 
wifti, affembled at Weftminfter, where they declared 
thofc letters contrary to law, and revoked them 
accordingly. The eftate of the duke of Lancafter 
was feized for the king's ufe ; Henry Bowet, who 
had fued as attorney in behalf of the duke of Here* 
ford, being brought before the committee at Wind- 
for, was, for having afted according to the duty of 
his profeflion^ convifted of treafon, and fentenced 
to be drawn, .hanged, beheaded, and quartered ; 
but he was pardoned in confidcration of his being 
^^'' ^'^' the king's chaplain. 

^l^u^^ ^ This tranfaftion was fo unjuft and arbitrary, that 
coj»aua. Richard muft have laid afide all intention to keep 
meafures with his people, and laid his account with 
being expofed to the refentmcnt of Hereford, be • 
fore he ventured to give it the fan ft ion of his au- 
thority. By the death of his uncle, he thought 
himlilf freed from all reftraint : he plunged into 

all 
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all mahner of effeminate debauchery and profligate a. c. 1399. 
profufion, and took the moft unjuftifiable methods 
to raife money for the fupport of his extravagance. 
Over and above the great fubfidics granted by a cor- 
rupt parliament, he extorted loans under the name 
of Benevolence i he trumped up a charge of high 
treafon againft feventeen counties for having fided 
with the duke, of Gloucefter and the lords of the 
oppofition 5 and, notwithftanding the paftlon which 
had been confirmed in parliament, threatened to 
fpoil and deftroy them as public enemies, urilefs 
rijey would fubmit wholly to his pleafure : fo that 
the inhabitants were obliged to redeem their lives 
and eilates with exorbitant fums of money, by the 
payment of which they were utterly impoverifhed. 
He impofed new oaths upon the IherifFs of coun- 
ties, by which they bound themfelves to dbey him 
in all his arbitrary and illegal commands : the gar- 
rifons abroad were neglected : the northern coun- 
ties ruined by the incurfions of the Scots, whom 
he had not fpirit enough to repel : the native Irrfli 
made great progrefs in wrefting their antient pof- 
feffions from the hands of the Englifti : no care 
was taken to proteft the trade of the nation : tk& 
government was defpifed abroad, and infulted at 
home : and univerfal difaffedion prevailed againft 
the king and his miniftry. The people naturally 
turned their eyes upon the duke of Lancafter, as 
the only perfon from whom they could hope for 
redrefs. He was a prince of the royal blood, dif- 
tinguifhed by his great talents, beloved by the 
£ngHfh in general, and Simulated by injuries 
againft Richard, whofe perfon they contemned, 
and'whofe fway they detefted. The malcontents, 
among the nobility and gentry, made private over- 
tures to the duke of Lancafter, refiding in France, 
foUiciting him to return fpeedily to England, and 
head the oppofition ; in which cafe they would fup* 
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A.c. 139$. p|y }^jn^ ^j|.[^ a powerful army, and hazard thci^ 
Froiflart. livcs and fortunes in kis fervice. Though the duke 
was perfedkly well pleafed with thefe advances, he 
received them at firft with great caution, until he 
had no longer any reafon to doubt the fincerity 
of thofe by whom he was add reded *, and he was 
confirmed in his purpofe by the remonftrances of 
Thomas archbifhop of Canterbury! who vifitcd 
htm in the difguife of a friar's habit, and perfuaded^ 
him that the people of England would unanimouQy 
efpoufe his cauie againft Richard. Thus afTured, 
he refolved to embrace the firft opportunity of land-* 
ing in England.; and this wai^ foon furniihed by the 
king's impolitic conduct. 
Hherpetii- The Carl of Marche, prefumptivc heir of the 
tion^to Ire- ^j,q^j^^ having been appointed the king's lieutenant 
in Ireland, was (lain iti a (kirmiih by the native 
. Iri(h ; and Richard was fo exafperated at the fate 
of his kinfman, that he determined to revenge his 
death in perfon. With this view he afTembled a 
numerous army, which was enlifted, payed, and ac- 
commodated, by means of fuch illegal exa&ions 
and opprefilon a$ completed the difguft of the na-*. 
tion. About Whitfuntide he proceeded to Briftol^ 
in order to embark, and Was attended by the dukes 
af Albemarle and Eitcter, with feveral other nbblc- 
men, including the fons of , Lancafter and Glou-^ 
cefter, whom he detained as hoftages for th^ quiet 
of the kingdom in his abfenoe, during which he 
appointed the duke of York guardian of England^ 
While he' tarried at Briftol for a favourable wind, he 
fent a purfuivant to th6 earl of Northumberland, 
commanding him to join him immediately with all 
the forces he could raiic ; but tl^at. nobleman ex- 
cofed himfelf from engaging in the expedition, oa 
pretence of his being obliged to defend the Scottifli 
Marches. Richard, affronted at his rt^fufal, pro* 
, dainted the earl and ail bis adherents traitors, and 
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cmkredhis cftates to be feized for the benefit of the ^^^* '399- 
Toyal treafury. This imprudent ftep furnilhed 
Northumberland with a fpecious pretext for re- 
nouncing his allegiance, and perhaps provoked him 
to a revolt, in which he would tkot otherwife have 
engaged. The king landing with his forces atTyrrtL 
Waterford, marched immediately againft the Irifh 
of Ulfter, over whom he obtained feveral advan- 
tages i inibmuch that >many of their petty princes^ 
intimi^ted by the fame of his arms, fued for peace ^ 
and he was in a fair way of making an incire con* 
qucft of tliat kingdom, when he was recalled by 
an affair that much more nearly concerned bis in* . „., 
tereft. ^"""^'• 

The duke of Lancafter being informed of Ri-^ ^^^ai^^^^*^ 
chard's departure from England, fent over fome lands in 
trufty emifi&ries to make his friends acquainted with E»8ian^» 
his intention, that they might be prepared to receive 
\^m at his landing ; and, knowing the French king 
was averfc to his fcheme, delired that monarch 
would favour him with a fafe-condudl to Brittany^ 
where he wanted to vifit the duke, who was his 
fcinfman. This being readily granted, he fet out 
for Nantes, where he hired three fraall veffels, and 
embarked with the archbifhop of Canterbury, that 
prelate^s nephew the fon and heir of the late earl of . 

Arundel, • lord Cobham, Sir Thomas Erpington, 
Sir Thomas Ramftone, and a retinue of about 
fourfcore perfons. After having cruized along the 
coafts, and touched at feveral places, in order to 
difcover the inclinations of the people, he at length 
landed at Ravenfpurre in Yorkihire, pretending 
that his fole aim was to recover his rightful inhe* 
ritance, which the king unlawfully detained *, and 
there he was joined by the lords Willoughby, Rofs^ 
Darcy, audi Beaumont. Then he proceeded to 
Dbncafter, where his caufe was efpoufed by the 
carl of Northumberland and .his (on Hotfpury the 

carl 
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AiC. 1399. earl of Weftmoreland, and many gentlemerij at-* 
tended by a numerous body of vaflfals and adhe- 
rents. The duke of York no fooner received in- 
telligence of hi$ arrival, than he. fummoned the 
warlike bifhop of Chetter, the lord chancellor 
Scrope, the earl of .Wiltihlre lord tfeafurer. Sir 
John Bufly, :Sir Henry Green, Sir William Bagot, 
and Sir John Ruffel, to meet in London, and con- 
cert meafures for the defence of the kingdom ; and 
there they rcfolved to affemble the military tenants 
of the crown with all expedition, appointing the 
itndezvous at St. Alban*s. Thither they nslorted 
in great numbers -, but the majority refufcd to fervc 
aga,inft the duke of Lancafter, who, they publicly 
affirrtied, had been unjuftly banifhed and deprived 
of his lawful inheritance. They had another mo- 
tive equally ftrong, for refufing their affiftance on 
this.occafion : they could not bear the prefence of 
the earl of Wilcfhire, Bufly, Qreen, and Bagot, 
who farmed the revenues of the whole kingdom i 
and were univerfally detefted as monfters of iniquity 
and corruption, who had perverted the mind of 
Richard by their pernicious counfel. Many peo- 
ple who had aflembled at St. Alban*s, and were 
well difpofed towards the king, retired at the fight 
of thefe four unpopular minifters ; who, feeing 
York in danger of being wholly abandoned, fled 
with precipitation to Briftol, in order to embark 
for Ireland. The duke of York, finding it im- 
poflible to refift the torrent of Lancafl:er's popula- 
rity, broke his ftaff^ of oflice, and laid afide all 
thoughts of oppofition : then all the refl: of the 
nobility either declared openly for the duke of Lan- 
cafter, or held priv^e correfpondence with him 
and his adherents. His followers by this time 
amounted to threefcore thoufand fighting men ; 
and, in his march towards the capital,, far from 
meeting with any interruption, he was favoured by 
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tevery coukitty through wRkti he paflcd, and re- AC*i3i^9/. 
ceiled in London lyich all the marks of triumphr 
and exultation. ^ 

After having fecured the city in his intereft, hc'^^^^ 
directed his march towards Briftol, where he .had Briftoi, Ld 
reafon to believe he ftiould meet with the grateft ^f^^ 
ftfiftance. f When he arrived at Evdham, he un* wntthire, 
derfbood his uncle York was at Berkdcy-Caftle in ^^^^\^ 
Glcucefterlhire, with a body ^f forces, which he put tod«tk. 
had raifed in order to join Richard at his landing, 
from Ireland : Lancafter, advancing towards his 
quarters, invited him to. a coitference; and they 

. had an interview in the church, where matters were, 
compromifed, and the guardian joined his nephew. 
Then they pzffcd quietly along, and ievery place* 
and perfon fubmitted to them, until they came be- 
fore the caftle of Briftol ; which was well fortifi^ 
Ad provided for a fiege^ the garrifbn being coni- 
manded by Sir Peter Courteney, under the direc- 
tion of the earl of Wiltfhire, accompanied by Sir 
John Buffy and Sir Henry Green, who. had Jled' 
thither frdm St. Alban-s* He forthwith invefted 
the place ; and repeated his aflaults with fuch vir 
goUr, that in four days ^e befieged were fain tO: 
furrender at dircretk>n. The earl of Wiltfhire aiid 
his two companions were that fame day beheaded* ' 
^t the iniportunate defire of the people; but, Sir 
William Bagot had efcaped to Chefter, where he 
Embarked for Ireland, and was the firft perfon wha 
made die king acquainted with the defeent and^ 
proceedings; of Lancaftef. Richard is fiid to have Wnifinf, 
flighted thefe tidings at firft, , until he was ftimu- S.^k 
lated by the exhortations ctf* the noblemen who. at- Ria«r, 

, tended him in the Irilh expedition. The e«l of 
Saliibury was fent over to raife an army in WalWr 
and the king promifed to follow him in fix days r 
but he was detained much longtt by frivolous de* 
lays in the embarka^pn of hia troopa ^ and thefe 
N*'.35, : P delaya 
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A.C . iM9« ddtys protetl die tkfttuaien of his nfBitrt. Sri¥^ 
bury oiet vitfa fuch fubcds in his lfvm»' (kit in ii 
^w days he was at the head of forty thtnlfand meki r 
but aft the king ^td not ahive dt the ^p<»ti|^ 
time,^ diey began ttr alurmur^ and mre with great 
difficohy perfuadcd to waSt £ot him « f<lv days be* 
yond the time he^had fixed for his return ; biiC th«f 
being expired, they concluded ht had ttiet mth 
Ibche dlfifter ; and dii|iesllng,, rttifed to their owa 


^:^' : Ac length the king, h^flg committed the fi>n» 
ii«^<i* of OkluceAer and Lancaflier cloie prifimers to the 
caftle of Trim, embarhed for England with hit 
forces $ and, landing ac Milford*^HaveA, proceeded 
to Caermaf^en, v/hm he ireei^ed ^ pt rticMiar de* 
tail of his 01^ misfortune^ He underftood that 
the troopis affembkd by ^ftiiflbttry were dift»indecl 
and dii|>eri€d ^ Au fiitnoft all his caftles, from the 
borders of Scotiand to the Marchei of Wialts, hi4 
ftsrrendered to the duke of Lahcaflef; that thk<atf 
of London had deckred ki his favour ; that he vf^ 
Ibpported by the prind|)ai ndbility of Hie kiilgdam v 
that the duke of Terli h^ jiB^msd him with the 
forces he had raifed to oppoft hi9 prOgm^ ; wd 
that his fttvourites had loft cbtif l|l^» at SriA?!*^ 
This concurrenoB vi difiiOrom circ^mftMCc^ quiie 
ovtmhekned t|ie weak mind (tf Rf^hnfd^ Who^ 
abandoned faimftlf to wpmimifli cMnplnifKi w4 
defpondentte. In vain idid bis ^thfill Cheft^iFeHif 1^ 
eii<teavout to raife his dttmang ipirks,, by itflUrii^ 
Um they tMutd fpend theJaft dra^ of tbinr blood 
m his fercriee. Hb courage W9i <|>uttt diiTtp^i^ s 
he durft not vemuM a faattle agairift the ^ke of 
LaiicAft^, ^hofe army was inci^iEitfed to Ait hua^ 
dftd thodf^ %hting men^ coiomflinded by O^- 
fSeqc^ X)iflficers^ The earl of Sl^hibury advift^ him 
to emb3i^i^ for Bou^^ux ^ and tht biQief) of Cm^^ 
K)e, \ii^ SWi Stephen ScnqMSv wtl« t^ the faoHt 
\ --^ ". fipiaifth r 
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ttpittioa: but their adficc was oyer-ruled by liis a. c. 13^9. 
uterine brother John Holland duke of Exeter, at 
whofe pcrfuafion he itole aWay ii\ the night frolri 
hjS[ force^ ^d repaired with .about tWentjr attend- 
sLtitfi to. Gonw^y Caftle.. Frdm thence lord Thb- 
inas Piercy, fteward of the houihol^, withdrew, 
fltfter having publidy broke his ftaff df office irt. 
tW Cf&le-haily and jollied his brother the e^rl of 
Northumberland, who was the chief eounfellor and 
Confident of tjeriry dul^e of Lancafter. The duke FWflitli 
of AibemarJe^ who, ^ conftable df Englaild, com-. ^ 
rnanded Richatd's licti^ army, was no fooner in-' 
forqE^ed of the king'3 retreat, than he difmiiTed the 
troops, and repaired to his. father York, whom the. 
4ujcf of lancafter had Jeft at Briftol. After the 
ijedudtjon of that fortrefs, h/t marched to Gloucefler, 
and from thence to Rofs and Hereford, where he 
was joined by the biihop of that fee and Sir Ed- 
mund Mortimer* He next vifited Lcymfteri Lud-. 
IpWi and.Shrewfbury, where he received ti?nders of 
lervice (toctt aill the noblemien in the neighbour- 
hood^ ^nd a deputation from Chefler, to which 
• placf ,be repaired* From thence be difpatched an 
cxprefs fp Ifejajidj for the releafc of his own fon^ 
^d th<2 heir of the lace duke of Glouce'fter, whd 
hafl becjri Jmpriibned by Richard : the governor of 
tjie qaftle; pf Trim durft not refufe to fet them at 
liberty^ aad Lancaifer's fon caipe over immedi- 
g^tj $a Ws father at Chefter, but his coufin^ em- 
^rk;iQg on b9^r4 pf anpd^er veJSeli had the mif- 

^rf4iae to be drowned. 

• Mean vhile king Richards being bereft of all 
^ift^ncp a^od fakK^ry advice, and diftraded by 
J9. thouftpd feara, in jb^ c^ftJe pf Conway, ferit his 
ibrothfr the dufcq c^ Exeter to treat wuh the dul?^ 
of l^^]x:^6^€v about ^ accommodation^ and xhp 
4^}m of Swr«y pt)t»ine4 kave to accompany himl 
:jwx this fmi>a0y5 wlj^ich, however, proved vtrf 
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A. e. 1399. unfortunate, for they were both detained as pri- * 
foriers at Chefter. The duke of Lancafter having 
cdnfulted with his two chief confidents, die arch- 
bifhop of Canterbtny arid the earl of Northumber- 
land, about the* means for preventmg the king^ 
from leaving the realm by fea, which wais ftill openf^ 
for his efcape, fent the earl to amnfe him with' 
pTomifes, atnd, if poffible, to bring him off by 
ilratagem from the caftle of Conway. NoWxum- 
berland, a4vancing to the river of Conway, fent 
an herald to Richard, defiring a fafe-condud for 
himfelf only ; which being granted, he went to the 
eaftle, and being admitted into the king's ptefence, 
demanded, in the name of the duke of Lancafter, 
that a parliament fhouid be immediatelv fummoned 
to reverfc the fentence of banifhment which had 
been pronounced ^ againft the duke of Lancafter, 
and rcftore him to the poffeflion of his eftate : that . 
the dvrkes of Surrey and Exeter, the earl of SaKf^ 
bury, ar^d bifliop of Carlifle, fhouid be tried for 
the offences they had committed, together whh all 
thofe who were concerned in the death of the dtfke 
of Gloucefler. If his majefly would affent to thefc 
propofals, Northumberland declared, in the name 
of his principal, that Richard fhouid be reftored to 
all the prerogatives of the royal dignity ; that Lan« 
cafter had fworn by the 'body of Chrifl to fulfil the 
articles with the utmoft pundhiality •, and that he 
(Northumberland) was ready to incur the fame ob-" 
^gation. The king himfelf did not much rely upon 
the . finccrity of this ambafTadof ; but the earl of 
^ailifbury, the bifhop of Carlile, and feveral other 
knights, being unwilling to drive matters to extre^- 
mity, perfuaded him to truft the earl upon his path, 
which he took accordingly, in the iriofl folemn 
manner, upon the facrament. Then Richard de- 
fired him to ride on beifore, and he. would follow 
him to Flint- Caftle, where he w6uld be nearer the 
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iitike, to letcle the teri^s of accommodation. Thk a<^'399. 
caftle had already furrenctered to Northumberland ; 
who» pl^cbg^ui ao^bulb behind a rock on the road 
thro* which tjie.kkig was obliged to pafs, Aaddenljr 
(urrouaded that unfortunate monarch, who was con- 
Viewed A.prifqner to the caftle. When he ifound him - 
fejf betrayed, he declared he ^ould return to Con«- 
way : ..but the earl, (eizing his horfe's bridle, told 
him plai^ly^ chat he ihould not return v for he 
would; cpQ4\t& him to ^e duke of Lancafter- 
}licIu(Fd tpld him, that the God by whbjm he had 
(worn .would do juftice at the day of Judgments 
Iwtt. Northumberli^M^dt withoux feeming to entertain 
^ jr^^ipus icruples, hurried him into the caftle^^ 
T^hpr? He left him with the earl of Salifbury an^ 
th(e^ t^ihop, of'Qarlile, in the iitmoft terror and Tuff* 
P9)^i:!while he him&lf proceeded to Cbefter^ ta 
make: the dujce acquaiated whh the fuccefs of his 
^j^pe^tipQ^ Next morning Lancpafter advanced ac 
th& head of his j^rmv towirds Flint- Cafile ; anfl 
^fit the archbiih^ ot Ci^terbuxy before, with the 
^i q^ ^vjtland,, ^od the terd Thomai ?iercy, to 
prepare thje king for his arriyaL Rvchard, defcry*- 
.jng. ihw ffom tljie w^ls, went dowA to Receive 
thejpj^ fiodt, ,when th^y.a^roached his j[>rerencet 
they felj dowA upoi^ their kaees wifh all the marks 
of thp'jfiofi profound veneration. Tbeti the king 
cbo&ritiji with the archbifhop in private ; and after - 
war^ ^thi^L prelate jreturaed to Laacafter^ with his 
two camp^ioo^^ to give an Account of his embafiy. 
I^ipediacely after their departure,- the earl of Nor- 
thumberland came atid told the king, that the duke 
would Aok enter fhc ca'ftle until his majefty fhould 
have d^ned*. ftichard fat cjown at table with the 
earl» bifhqpj and feveral knights, who had followed 
his fprtime y but their meal was very difagreeably 
difturbed by the intru(ion and infolence ot fevera} 
knights ^nQ efquires, belonging to the duke, who 
. ]P 3 ' . prcffccj. 


A.-?f ?399? preffed into the apartment, ted inlaltcd the king** 
company with ruac menaces of death and d«ftruc» 
' don i fa iphat they were overwhelmed with terror 
?nd difmay. In the aftcrnoofl the duki of Lftn^-p 
ter entered the caftle in complete armour, fav€ that 
his head was bare ^ and the king (56^1^2; dofmi fVdm 
the tower^ attended By ^Salifbury aftd the bifhdp, 
/ecdyed hin) with the*" falutation 6f ** Coiifinof 
^ Lancarfter, yoq-arc Welcome.** The duke, bow^ 
ing three timei to the ground, replied in thcfe terms : 
'^ My lord the king, I am come (ooiiitr tfam y6tt 
^* appointed,' be^ufe yotir people fey yovi hav« fbir 
>* one and twenty yean goyerrt^d with rigour aftd 
^ indifcreiion i fe that they arcf.verv ill fitii&td 
^* with your co^duft i but, if it pleate God^ I wiU 
*^*^ help ypu to govern Attn better A>r thie time to 
♦* come.*'' To this dccliratten th« ^njg fa«|e nti 
Other anfwer, but '^^ Fair tMfih,.fiiK:fc it pteftfes you, 
^ it pleafes \is likcwlfc.?. Then the duke fpoke.tq? 
the bjfltop o[f parlile, and Ight a liieflage to the earl 
pf Saiifbv\ry, itnpprting, ttett ^ncche had ^i(daiM4 
to fpeak ;o him gt f^arisi he'flioulA now in his turn 
be treated with the fame difrefpeAi. Aft6r this Ihort; 
diaiogUe^'the duke ordered the king's hoHes to be 
brought out of the ftabfer ^ apd two wiietched am>t 
jnals being produced, Ridiard moonted -one, wfailb 
Salifbury pade vfe of the other. In this (bity-c^- 
page they rode to Chefter, and were conveyed to the 
fCaftlc with S g^at noife of trumpets, throtigh a vaft 
concourfe pf people, who fcolftd -at* them «8 they 

J*>aflcd along. Richard and his icompanibns wcip 
edged in the Qreat Tower, where tliey found the 
dqlce of Exeter, and there they rcpiaitied thre^ 
<iays;^ durinfi; which the. duke difrtiified > great 
number of his forces^ tet?^ining only about thirty 
thoufand mefk which he deemed a fufficierithunt;- 
bqr to cdnduft the kjng to^Londpli, S^d'tXpcuft 
the other parts X)f i}is (fclfen^ 
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At tl^ieid of this cenroy, the ^vhi Ij^an Hm ^ ^* ^»^ 
inaidiit fer the eapktal, with his royal pnijiiier^ who ^toawtyu 
hM wdl nigh eieaped at Litchfield, i>y <^i9epiog ''^''^' 
tkcflMtgfo the window of a liower into agirden, whed 
hrUy^fbr'fodiie doieCQRdsakdi i^c» b(iflig.dtfe»- 
vered, he was ufed with great bairbarity^, and bnM%ti| 
back €0 iheiower^ w&eFeht wip^Mfimitted to the 
<uftody of t^ehre armed mcft, who watched cohti^ 
iHially in ]&& apartmant At fcmejdiftaiice^frQiii 
Loiidniy 'tU dvke was oKt fty the reeojxifirf and a 
fixmiier of icnights and dqnires;. whodefirhd in tfaf 
name of the lanntiioha of ijoadoiif that he^euld 
behead Rifilwds and all tftofe eskea in hia jenrice t 
to JLawtaftftf nqeAed the bra^oTal, orilzag thetn^ 
chat fuch (xmiaA woubi M Ac£k cfVeAaftmg di%rai^ 
u^n bim and aSU Ms adhesems; tod that be would 
feaTe the delinqUeiits to tike ju(%tnent of a free pai^ 
iiamrint The duke was' rooeii^ed lat London by aU 
the dty coiqpanies in tfae& liveries ; and he itaade 
ids emraapr amkUb the acdainationa of the>peopIe^ 
jnito cmd^aipud, ^ Lotig live the ^o6d duke of 
^^ Lancaflerovr delimror/' Richard waa conveyed 
eo tht I!ower^ where thr ioyal lodgings were pre^ 
paitdforhiseecepdnrr^ jbist'the duke repaired to 
St Paai's>ilbtm:h,^Whelt:he'pflaf6 his devo> 

akm atdlir high altar^ iuid thei^ icneeled at his fat^ 
tiiei^B toiqby whichbe bedewed with hts taaiiB. Haw* 
Uk^ lodgbd.kftw da^siod die paiaoe bilon^g to 
the bilmp af London, he dfiofe liis habitation ui 
the houie<lf the icnights elf St. |ofan in the (bburbs; 
where he* lofided dH< th^ meeting of parliament^ 
whiciit lie 'had alocady ipmmpncd, in Aidhard's 
niime, to ihfcet ^at Wdtminftcr on the ]9& day of 
i^ptemberf KoHiiiig demonftrates the mi^bonduft c.deLamb. 
oip cbeirin^ and the oppreffion that prpvsiled io ^jj^ 
h(» rd^ov fo deariy as* die uhivierial (jif^feOipn^ of Poiyd^viif. 
the people in* favour of the duke of Laiicafter» 
dtus lA^levea and fiirty dayt^ made hWelf oiaftelr 
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A.C 1399* cMfall England, without the leaft oppofitioQ^ exAept 
£pomthegariironofBriftol«Caftle. He waordfiii {)aiH 
ticularly rortunace in another refpeft ^ for, in Holu 
CsdOktev h«^ found all Richard's jeweb and treafuir^ 
atnoiifnting to fei^en htmdred thoufand pounds, toir 
geth^r^^ith all his horfes and baggage. 
. Hotmthftanding all h^ fuc^s, the dulce:niet 
with fofiie obftades between him and the throne; 
which, hi &uad fonie difficulty in furmounting: 
Tjb claim the. crowA^by^taonqueft wouki h»nr been 
an impiolitic ftep^ diar muftihare .ruined idlhh pot 
pulantp^and rai&d ufupowerfiilmieniies'againft^ 
pretentions : : and he could aot, with any iiSadaw of 
leafdn, .demand k by hetseditary^. right, di»ng die 
life of . E(lmtBid, fon of Roger Mortinxc, rnhd iiad 
been declared prdfumptiveiheir of the asowa, a& li^ 
neal defcendant of . LionsJitkaiceof ClarenoB.i .He, 
therefore; byiche^adviceiof his.undQthe duke of 
Xork , :. i!e(bh^ed ^' afcctid jdie .throne upon a mixed 
title, atifiiig feom ihejiix)h]ntai:y..tcfignatiQn of 
^icboid, ihc'depofitkmiof (thatiptindeiby pkdianient^ 
dndbisown fervices to the nation^ added to a myf« 
serious claim deduced :&om Edmund Cmuchback 
earl of Lancafler,. who he^ praornded was in h£t 

m!!ktT!ire. *® ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ Hentyi HI: : This refoihitiOtt being 
figoatido of formed, they tampecednath Richard, who .began 


the €/owft. ^Q j^e refraftory , and even ittrafted the ■ ptomife of 
^reAgning the crowns whichit ktxM heiiiKl mad^ to 
the archbifliop at Conway- Caftla ' In all proba* 
bility, he. was j»rovpked ;by the arrogant bdbavionr 
of Lancafter, and the^perfonal infult&he^hadre'- 
ceived fince his capdvity. For when the duke vi* 
fited him in the Tower, and told htm chat his 
uncle of York and coufin Aumerie /had Ame^thing^ 
to communicace to him in private, he CQSild not 
help giving way to his indignation, evc^ in pre^ 
fence of thefe nd>lemeni w|iom he taxed ^ith hay* 
ing betrayed him and the kiAgdqm« Aumerte, 

who 
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vho ftood covered in hh ^apsirtment, no iooner ^'^'399- 
)ieard theie words, than he threw his. hat on Ot^t 
ground, telling him he Ikd y and Richard anfwetr 
fd, that he was an infoJknt traitor unwoithy of his 
notice. Lanc;ifter interpofing, checked Aumerle 
for the indecency of his behaviour ; • and treated the 
^ing with . more exterior civility than he had hi- 
therto ihewn to that unfortunate prince, who, when 
his p^^ion fubfided, and he refieded cooly on hip 
deplorable fituation, refohred to comply with all t^ 
propofals of his ad^erfary,. well knowing that otherr 
wile he hgd |io meiicy %q expeft from a conquerof 
pi l|is diaia^er^ rWben the form of refignado^ 
was (MDugliit; to hicn pa Michaeloias day in th^ 
corning, li|e dcferi^ rfigning the tnftrum/£nt.unt4 
Ke lhot&, haw. conferred 'W^ his coQlin Heni:y^ 
who going ;to him i^ the j^terndon, he oc^cjuced t^e 
^4 with fteming ]chear^liief$9, in ^prefenc^.of tti^ 
f)f cfabillip^ pf Yonc and bilHf;:^ Q^ Herefocd, whom 
he d4^|ire4 to. not^y his rej^n^tioi^ to . th^ Jpi^li:^- 
ment, apd: ^}1 th^ ^ftai^' i^ bis .n^m<Vr^ar h^ 
wiflied hi^.cQufifi die duke- of iLancafter might b^ 
cbofen ^ his fuccej^for^ -At *tb^ lame timi^ He- pulled 
'hk^ fi^ieCrring from- his As^ger, and delivered it to 
the du^e^as a further r testimony ot his good-will^ 
whici]L 1^ dpfired they would alio communicate 
to the parliament; The inftrument,. which h^ , 
himietf reafi aloud in the hearing of thofe pre- 
lates, the carls of Northumberland and Weftmore> 
)and, with feveral other noblemen, ccclefiaftics, and 
lawyer^ confined a rcteafe of fealty and homag^ 
fpftqierly fworn by his iuBjet^s t a renunciation of 
|jie ixiyal di^iity^ crown, dominions, and govern- 
Hient, ft>r which he owned himfeif altogether un- 
quali^edi ^xii a pfoniife diat he would never retra^ 
fhis reQgfiatibp. «!.«.. 

Nc»<ky theparlkmentaflemblingatWeftmia. f^^f;^ 
ft«r> ^? prelates of York and Hereford publicly pwiiamait, 
^- -- . . . declared 
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-*• c. »199- dcdared the king^s meflf^e, and produced the re^ 
fignations which being read in Latin afKl Engliih^^ 
was admitted With die unanimdas acfl^nt of the af* 
^anbly. Then it was agreed, that for the advan^ 
tage of the nation, and in order to refmove all fcni- 
pits and finifter fufpi^riona, the crimes and miicon- 
du£t of the king during hh adminifti'aifion fhouid 
be fummed up in writing, and publHhed to the na» 
tion, that it might more plainly percerre the neccf* 
Hty for his being depofed. Artieles of impeach^^ 
ment were accordm^Jy exhibited againft Richarid ia 
three and thirty articles, implying, Tliat he had; 
ti^ithout judgment or (Kfdretion, fi^uandered away 
the crown revenues, ahrf committ^d^tbeadminif* 
tration to perfons witbom parts oi* Irirtgrity, who 
t»)prefled tne jptoplt with intolerable esca^ionst 
1 hat he had unjuftly accufed thd puttHitA as in&^ 
tors, the commifiionet^ eftabltfl»d bf^parHian)ent 
to reform tHe abufts of govcrm«ent ^ ^Tfiiat he had 
iextprtti from the judges an al^nt to^ illegal oj^* 
nions, with a view to cOttdertxiiP the eirli^ Arun^ 
rid, Wvwick, and t>ther perfom i^f diftinaion 5 
That his uncle the dulce of Gloucefter was mur- 
dered by his private diieftion : That he had Jevied 
' troops to make war upon thofe three noblemen, 
and countenanced his (bldiers in the^ commiffon 
• of all manner of outrages : That notwfthftanding 
his proclamation, declaring ^that thofe ifnee nobief> 
snen were arrefted ibr flight mifiiemeanors, he had 
pmcured their condemnation upon a ^arge of high 
treafon : That he had extorted ewcfflve lues firom 
feveral <:ounties, on pretence or crimes which had 
been pardoned in the general amnelly : That he 
had refufed to communicate the public affiurs to the 
commiflTioners eftabiifiied in parliament, to take 
charge of the adminiftration : That he had forbid ' 
his fubjedh, on pain of death, to Ibflicit in behalf 
4of the duke of Hereford: Ttett, although he held 
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hxs crowo of God aloTic, h6 had procured, tnSrWs**^ "399- 
frox\\ the cpiTfc of Rome, to torroborate a£ts of 
parfiartient'madt to conftftri'his afbittafy*pfo^d- 
ijigs t That he tad baritftied the ddke of miiefbrd 
conktSLiy to luw and juftice, without any tanfc at- 
figned-: That alf hough he; had granted letters-pa- 
tent, «npov/ei-Uig the faid dtike to fbe by his attor- 
/rie^ fot K^ery rf kny ^irfieritince thut mighr de- 
folvfe upon him Iri 'his abftnce, thefe letters ^srere 
fevoke3, agafiift the laws of the lahd aud the dic- 
tates of common juffice: That he had tleprlvei 
feveral ftera^ of thtit pitefe,'and ftibftituted others 
in tlttir tcfbxh fty'hli ovm aiitHqrity^ cbntrai-y to th« 
Jaws of the re^ith ': * That He had birrO^ed, or ra* 
tjfier tfxtdfted^ oii prerehce of t^6rtowin|; j^rtat fcrmi 
of rfwnty which •^crertetrei^ rep^yed^ ipit heiif^ 
|axd'fni^dI?Aohi upon his fbfejp^^, by his OWA 
poWTerapy'au.t;hQtitY': That Kef Had t>ftca raid the lawj 
tf tht l?tfid were in hts 6^^ri'tit;ffty and' 'depended 
emffely tipoa his pleafiiirfeV.'That, in <:bhfecfeiencft 
of that arbitrary ma}rim, .fit*1iad'dfeprivfedfeveral 
jperfons tf Itfe and fbrtuAe; '^nd ruiiied i great 
niiMbcr -ofhrs fubjefts; ;Tpaf he had extotted ad 
&d from the pariiamer.t , ^^cSpcrering ' rtlat ha ftatatfe 
jCouH prcjtrdt(^e''His prerdgarive ; an^^ by virtufc of 
tthis ^rdin^iice; '^xphinedi ajfh bf ^aHititnehc atcord^ 
ing w hts dwtt c^prte^ and .<»htrai"y to tht kiten- 
tibn of Ah^ Isfgiflstute s Thathehadi)crmitted.flie. 
fiffs to coritiiiue longer than a* veat in dJRce, con- 
trary to the l^ and xuftotn uf the kingdorm : That 
hj his fok authbrit^, hfe had annulled the eleftion 
0f members ' of parfiitnieiit, ind -appointed othem . 
ill ' their pboes I That hfc nkd itapofed trncommoii ' 
xmhn trpbii the fceiii0% v ^^ wdered them to im- 
pnfon afl perfetrs wh6 fllotiM c6Ti[iplain of Ae ad*. 
hiiniftfajSbii/ until' the: langf^ pleafirre fhonld be 
ifcho^^ ThA; he 'dompefted t?he people of fifteen 
|W)|Jtijties t^fuljttrit chtmfc*»cs IX) him as traitors; 

»nd 
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A.c. 1J99. aa<J afterwards to purchafe his faypt^* with grcac 
foms of money ; That he ' had extorted inoncy,^ 
Waggons, horfesy and provifion, £rom divers abbot^ 
and prk>rsy in dired^ violation of ecclefiafttcal li- 
berty :Tha]; he intimidated thie lords in coyncil 
from Ip&aking their fehtimeots on the fiate of the 
kingdom, by dint of fevere rebuke^ menaces, and. 
repro^h,; Th^t he carried the jewels of th^ crown 
aiil jhe'.archives of the kingdoni into Ireland - That 
in his negotiations with Coreicn princ^, as well as in 
()i^ cootra6b with his own; iubjeds, he diflembled 
fp m'uchy and ufed fuch fratfdpleiqii: equivocation^ 
ithat ho pcrfon could d^nd uponhiis prbtpife or 
pfpoefta^ibn : . That he had frequently faid the live^ 
^nd i9rtviiie$ of his fubjeftjs were entirely at his dif- 
jbofal :• THU in direct violation of Magfia Charta^ 
ne had often fubftituted nvlitary In ^ room of 
common law ; That, on peteirce of the Ifiolity 
of duelror fingle cqnibat, he had .allowed iTrong 
9.£Liyc7onng peffohs to challenge tKble ^t were 
old^ahd Jp&rni ; and Jn cafe they refufed theun- 
cquaf combat, decided thp paufes io favour of the 
phaBengfrs : That he h^d exacted front jtnany of 
his fu6jej^$ bsths couched in general terms, which 
'he' aftipr wards explained to. their prejudice and de- 
ftru£tipn : ' ^hat he . h.ad granted under the privy 
Ifeal proliibirions, to /which the chancellor would 
not put the great feaj, becaule thqr were contrary 
tp t}ic laws of the realm : That he deftroyed the 
!j^eed6m of parliament, by funoundlng the place 
p( icflioh with armed men : That he unjuftly an4 
arbitrarily baniihed Thomas Arundel archbiihop of 
4 'jCanterbury^ primate of all England^ hU fpirityal 
father, in the ablence of that prelate^ who waa per- 
fpaded to abfent himfelf by the king^s treacluprous 
counf^l and contrivance : That, by a ctaufe in his 
will, he had bequeathed his gold to Kia fucceflbr^ 
on condition of his approving, ratifyingi and cour 

firming^ 


R I C MAR D 11. 2itA 

firming laws; ftitutes, 6r3ihanccj, and judgmehte,^»^«'»55*r - 
which were erroneous, unjaft, and repugnant to all 
law and reafon ; and by tliis claufe endeavoured tdi 
infringe the liberty of fucceeding parliaments : That- 
although he hali of his own accord folemnly fworni. 
trpon the facrament in the chapel 6f his manior at 
Langley, that he would pardon the duke of Glou- 
cefter for all offences he was faid t6 have commit- 
ted igainft the king's perfon or government ; yet 
afterwards^ notwithftanding that folemn oath and . 
obligatio!), he caufed the duke for' thofe very of-*^ 
fences to be horribly and cruelly murdered, thereby 
^diitg die guilt of perjury to murder t That he 
had earneftly dcfired the archbifhop of Canterbury 
to forbear anfwering the articles of his impeach- * 
meht, and perfuaded him to remain quiet at his 
Own houfe, in full aflurance that he fliould receive 
no Idfe and prejudice in his abfence ; notwithftand- 
ing which aifurance, the archbi(hop was baniihed 
and his'eftate confifcated, contrary to all law and 
equity i That the king afterwards cajoled the arch- 
^ bifhop ^ith flattering and fraudulent fpeeches, Jay-* 
ing the blame of his being baniihed upon other 
peribns, uiitil he found means to perfuade the faid 
prelate to truft him with the jewels belonging to 
his chapel, as afacred depofit, which he detained 
for his own ufe, and diflributed among his favou- 
rites according to his pkafure : That ne promifed 
the archbifliop's fentence fhould be reverfed, and 
fwatt upon the crofs of St. Thomas the Martyr j 
that he fhould riot lofe his archbilhbpric ; notwith- 
ftaAding which facted and folemn engagements, he 
expelled the archbifhop from the kingdom, and 
•wrote to the pope, defiring his holinefs would tranf- 
late him to fome mean diocefe in a foreign country. 
Thefe articles being publicly read, the three eftates 
unanimoufly agreed that thefe offences, together 
with Rithard's owA confeiion4ind relignation, fur- 

* nilhed 


33) H I S T O R Y f E H G% 4 K D. 

A..C. SI99- Aiihed them with fiiffictcnt caufe juk) autbodtjr tof 
depoib bioH ^^r the (ecurity anc| quiet of ibc peo- 
ple, and the advantage of .4rhe kingdom. They 
thcpelbre appointed tbe biihop of St. Afaph, thef 
abbot of Glaftonbury^ the earl of 0lQuccftcr, the 
Iqrd Berkley^ Thomas Eirpingham, and Thomas 
Grey, knights, and William Thyrning j^ftice, as 
commiiTiooers to pronounce fentence of depofkion 
againil king Richard from ail royal digatcy, ma*- 
jefty, and honour, in- the name and by the aut^- 
rity of all the eftate«> a$ in like cafes according to 
the antient cuftom of che kingdom bad been ob^ 
ierved. The fentence being drawn up by tbefe 
commiflaoners, was pronounced by the hifibop of 
St. Afaph ^ and the three eftates conftituted certain 
perfons as their prodiors and agents^ to go and 
refign to king Richard the homage and fealty which 
they had formerly done and promiied> and t» no- 
tify the fentence of his depoficion* 
Henry of The throoc of England being lha9 vacatiedt 
J^SSSd* Henry dufeeof Lancafter rifmg from hii fcat, caiJ- 
wnf* ing upon the name of ChrUt, and croAing himfeif 
on the forehead and breaft^ claimed the cipwn with 
all its members and appurtenances, as the Ujieat 
defcendant and right hdr of blood from Henry ni« 
The three eftaces were afked feverally their opinions 
of this ridiculous claim, which they uaanimauity 
admitted, conlenting that the duke of Lancaftsr 
(hould reign oyer them* Then the arckbiihop^ 
taking Henry by the right hand, kd hilH to the 
royal throne, before which he kneeled and prayed 
with nurks of great devotion % ,aftcr which the tw^ 
^netropolitans affiflred him in afcending the throne^ 
x>n which he feated himfelf amtdil the acxrlamatiow 
<rf the people. The archbifiiop of Canterbury hav- 
ing harrahgued, or rather preached to the people 
■oa this fingular occafion, the new king, in an ai^ 
.dible voice, tbank^ thf lords fpiricuanUK^ tempos 
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ral>. ttU an 4he t^^tu .o£4ie d«ad, 4Rir their chear- -*- ^' -'^^ 
&1 concurrence in lus.elevation'} and affwed them 
that he would not afiamfe the irifl^u of a coaquctror 
to al«rr the law9 and cuftoma of the i^ealm, or de- 
prive Wf man. of his inheritance and privile^s^ 
excepiiog foch as iiad oppofed his endeavours for 
the cx>mmoa advanta^ oi the kingdom. Thac 
the adminiftratioo of juftice might not be delayed, 
he forthwith named his principal officers and j udges, > 

who took the vfiial oaths % and proclamation was 
Made that the parliament Ihouki meet on Monday, 
after Micteelmas. The coronation was fixed for 
the Monday next enfuing i then the king . retired 
to Whitohallf wheiv the notnlity and others were 
xcgakd with a ipfendid entertainment. Next day 
the commiffioners vifitod Richard in the Tower, 
who received thijir renuociatioii of homage and the 
news of his dtpoficion with great forticude^ and 
even Reined pleafed with the thought of being 
difencumbered of the burthen of royalty. He war 
in a little time removed to the caftle of Ledes in ^^: p»^ 
Kent, and from thence to Pontefra^ in Yorkfiiire, Fabu^^* 
which was the laft ftage of his mortal pilgrimage. 
Such was the conclufion of the inglorious rdgn of 
Richard II. a weak, vain, frivolous, and inconftanc 
prince i without weight to balance the fcales of 
government ; without difcernment to chule a good 
mmiftry ; without virtue to oppofe the meafures 
and advice of evil counfellors, even when they hap« 
pened to claih with his own principles and opinion. 
He was a dupe to flattery, a flave to oftentation, 
and not moreapt to give up his reafon to the fuggef- 
tions of fycophants and vitious minifters, than to 
ftcrifkio tbottr minifters to bis own fafety. He 
was idle, profufe, and profligate ; and though brave 
by ftarts, naturally pufiUanimous and irrefolute* 
His pride and refentment prompted him to cruelty 
and brefth of faith ; while his neceflities obliged 

him 
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A. c 1299. him to fleece his people ahd degrade tlie dignity of 
his chancer and ftation. ThoUgh we find non^ 
of his charities on recorc|» ill hiftoriahs dgree that 
he extklled all Bis prtdecdfi^rs in ftite ahd hofpita- 
lity, and fed a thoufand mouths tverf day from 
his kitchen. Notwithftanding his diflblote life, he 
never was accufed of incontinence ; and though left 
a widower in the prime of his youth, wai never 
known tp be engaged in any particular amour that 
produced illegitimate ifiiie. Perhaps his want of 
children was owing to fome natural frigidity of 
cohftitutioii ; for he had no ifliie by his ^ft queen 
Anne, dau^tier of ChaiTles IV. erfiptror of Ger- 
many, who was an amiable priitcefs, with whom bei 
lived twelve years in all the comfort of happy wed-' 
lock : as for his fecond wife If^bella dklelft daugh- 
ter of Charles VL king of France, her nuptials 
with him were never adually confummate^; for 
ihe was but juft turned of ten years of age when 
^c was trcachcroufly murdered. 
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Surnapied of BoLiNGBROKE. 

DUJR.ING tjjp interval tjptwje^n the parUamcnt a,c. 1399. 
wiii<:h d^poiied Riobard, and th^t which was Coronation 
coovq}c/e4 by his f^qcf^flor, tjiis prf^pe filled fome \^^^ 
pl^^es ^b^t wpi;e ^;t^er yac^iu, or occupied by per- 
sons who werie hqc agreeable ^ his inclinations and 
^e/igns. The t%t\ of Nprthumbepland was created 
Jiigb cpnftj2ib|ej ^ the dignity of earl maref- 
chal conferred yp9n R^lph Nevil ,earl of Weftmore- 
l^nd. In a few days p^r this .promotion, he be* 
jQowed the Ifle of Map u^oji the former of thefe 
^^jpp^en, jyJLjh tiie privilege qf carrying at the 
CQiT^n^tion the ijwprd of Lanc^fter, which was tl:^ 
v^ty individual yf^apqn he wprc when he landed at 
jRay^nfpqr, Thein his fccond fon Thomas of Lan- 
jcafter was inyeliisd with tl>e pfl^ce of high fteward ; 
a pla^e qf (Jigoi'^y yti^-i^^h he was obliged to fill be- 
fore the cqi-ppatiop, becaufe the high fteward de- 
jcidps tbe right of thgle particular noblemen who 
periGorjn particular .fcryijc^ at that ceremony-, and 
^ Thfifm^s w^s byt ten years of ^ge at this period, 
Thpffijis P^ercy carl of Worcefter was appointed 
his Jieuten^w. jtl^nry fcems to bay^ m^de his re- 
Jjgion fHbferv^ijt to his intereft. We have feen^ 
how he fafcinated the jeyes of the people with pub- 
Ijc .^$ pf deyptiqn in St. Paul's church, when he 
jbrought his fpvereign a prifoner to London, as well 
jjs at his yfurp^tipn in Weftminfter-Hall ; and now 
%Q carry pn the fapie fuperftitious mummery, in 
which b^ fpund his Recount, he refolved to be 
^^lointed ^ hi$ (;Qi:pnatiQn9 with a certain oil faid 
tq haye b^n prefcnted by the Virgin Mary to Tho^ 
pias ^ecket ^tit:ingHiis exile. The phial that con- 
^"^^Zi' Q^ tained 
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A. c. 1399. taincd this precious balm had fallen into the hands 
of an hermit, who gave it to Henty duke of Lan- 
carter grandfon of Henry III. affuring him, that 
all the kings anointed with that oil would become 
the true champions of the church. The duke 
made a prpfent of it to Edward the Black Prince, 
who intended to be anointed with it, had he lived 
to his coronation : but after his death the phial, 
which was of ftone furmountcd by a golden eagle 
adorned with precious ftoncs, ftood for fome time 
unheeded among his fon*s jewels until the Jatter 
part t)f his reign, immediately before his laft expe- 
dition to Ireland, when he cxprefled a defire of be- 
ing crowned a fecond time, that he might have the 
benefit of unftion from this facred veffel ; but- he 
was diverted from his purpofe by the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, who told him, that the unftion of kings 
ought not to be repeated. At length the phial 
being feized by Henry among the other jewels of 
Richard, he fcemed to rejoice at the thought of his 
being the firft king confecrated from fuch a mira- 
culous pitcher. He was crowned with all the ufuai ' 
formalities on the thirteenth day of Odtober, being 
the feaft of St. Edward the Confeflbr, in the thirty- 
third year of his age ; and on that fame day iffued 
a proclamation, declaring that he had afcended the 
throne by the right of conqueft, the refignation of 
Richard in his favour, and as next heir male of the 
late king. Thus he excluded the only title of 
which he ought to have availed himfelf, namely, 
the confent of the people ; and trumped up an he- 
reditary claim, than which nothing could be more 
abfurd during the life of Edniund Mortimer, who 
yielded to the torrent of Lancafter's fortune, and 
retired to his eftate of Wigmor; on the Welfh 
Marches, where he lived privately, without ex- 
'prefling the leaft defire of oppofition to the new 
gQvernment t. for he knew the charafter of the 

. ufurper. 
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ufurper, and cautioufly avoided every ftep which ^- ^' '399« 
tould poflibly wake his fufpicion. Henry's pro* 
clamation was not fo much calcpl^ted to impofe 
upon the people, by means of a pretended right 
«f fucceffion, as to caution them againft all mea- 
fures for reftrifting his authority, which they Height 
have been apt to concert in the fequel, on the fup- 
jpoiition, that they had a right to limit the prero- 
.^ative which was founded on their elcftionj whereas 
they now plainly perceived from his declaration, 
that he arrogated to himfelf the united rights of 
blood and conqueft, that he might reign without 
controul. On the fame day that his proclamation Hisfon 
was publiflied, he created his eldeft fon Henry, at atedTikiccj 
that time in the thirteenth year of his age, duke of ^^ waics. /, 
Cornwall, prince of Wales, and carl of Chefter 5 
and on the morrow the parliament afTcmbled at 
Weftminfter. 

The firft bufinefs of the feffion was to pafs an l^'^'^f^X' 
aft of indemnity, in favour of thofe who had taken m pariia- 
up arms for the houfe of Lancafter in the late trou- "^^^^* 
bles. Then they repealed all the ftatutes of the 
two laft parliaments convoked by Richard touch- 
ing the condemnation of the three noblemen, and 
the exceflive prerogatives which they had granted 
to the king, fo contrary to the liberties of the fub- 
jeft. At the fame time they renewed and confirmed 
the ftatutes which the parliament of Shrewfbury 
had repealed They enafted a law againft ^the pope's 
.'bull which Richard had follicited, and obtained, to 
.enforce and confirm the proceedings of his parlia- 
ment. As this was in effeft an acknowledgment of 
the pope's fovercignty over England, the commons 
declared in this ad, that the kingdom of England 
was independent of all foreign po:yver ; and that the 
pope; in particular had no right to intermeddle in the 
civil government of the kingdom. The parlianient 
at Shrewft)ury, having- extended the crime .gf trea- 

0^2 '. fon 
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A. c. 13^9. (0j^ ^p fo in^ny cafts thfit every perfon ^uft I^ji/irj^ 
been ;guilty, except thofe yirho ^cknp>v;ie4g?^ aij 
unlimited authority in the foyereign, jhf^t ftfttiitp 
y,^s po^ repealed -, a^d.the criixip ofttcfiiba r/educje^ 
tp thofe cai]^$ which w€;re fpeqig^^d in a 1^;^' ena^^tq^ 
^p tli^ rej^ of Edward III. on the Jaqie fv%e(^^ 
The fights and priyilegqs of the people tjejogxhiis 
^ft^Wiftied, the p^rJi^qrvept prQpp?9e4 Sg^injl ^ 
cyii counfellors, who advifed aU the ej^ce^jpfc^ V'hjc^ 
Richard had committed in the latter p^rt ^f |^is ^d- 
^^iniftr^Uon ; ai>d this cp^uiry prpduced fuch vio- 
lent difputes fis had yvell nigh termipa^e^ ip ^flaugh- 
tj;r. The Iprd Fitiz^valtqr challej^g^d Aufxierie ay 
f tr^itpr to Icing Richard; s^r^d the Iprd Morley 

taxed the ,earl of Salifbyi^y W^h ha^^(\g hetra^ye^ 
^otb Richard ^pd Henry. Qther iphlepien efpouf^ 
Wg'^he caufc ofthofe difputai)ts, forty gauqtlcts wer^ 
thrown down in the houfe oif lords, by ipdiyidua)« 
jifrhQj^^^d e^ch other tp (jnglexomljatj (o that 
Uwty w^s.Q^liged tp }iitei?po|£iaij,d qpn^pronfiifeifhcif 
C^ifferepces. The fcntepcje agaipft.the earl of Arunr 
4el aftd .Warwick yv as repealed, as.unj.u(l and cpn,- 
jrary fo jthe .pardon they h??! formerly obtained; 
^i|d th^ir.apcufers were<4epri^{ed pf their p^w titles^ 
gs w^ll ag pf the lands pf ^hofcijpjl^lcmen which hja^ 
|?e^p .^iftj;ib^te^ ainpng.fhem } but their Qjf^^n ppf;- 
Ceffipn^ yf^r^ l^ft tp .tlje kii^'^ cjjfpolal. Htqcy^ 
i-efpjMing tp t)?gjp his , reign m^h ^(^s of clen^ncy^ 
jallowed them tp epjpy their p^p fortunes ^ thot^gh 
.the flukes of ApHierie, ^Uff^y, f^tfd E^fief/ivcrc 
now r^duc^d to .their fprm^r jcijtijes of tlje earls ^ 
Rutlapd, Kent, apd Huptingcjpn ; a^d the eaijl x)^ 
.Gl.Qug^fter;^^as cpmpcjled tp refjep that title fpr.hi^ 
ifprmer appellation pf Iprd D'Efpeijfcr. S^lifbu^ 
,afid Morley, whp had begn principally cpnqejofji 
Jn the p^Mrfler of the duke.qf Gloiicefter, and 4U 
the ^bitrary meafures of Richard, received .np 
other puniihment than th^ of a fhort imprifbn'- 

mentj 
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mcnt ; though the people demanded v^ith loud cla- ^•^' 'JS** 
modr^ tfhat they (hould be put ta death as traitbW 
iSS'theif country. Theft noblemen alted^ed, in theii* 
6wrr e^^cufe, that they had ±&t6 under Richard upbrt 
^rfipulfion ; and therefore the parliament in a new 
ffaiiite, declaimed, that for the future fuch compul- 
^oh fhould be deemed no ^xcufe for iHegal a6tion^. 
Thd fucceflibh to the trown was eft^blifhed in fh^ 
Hotbfe of Lanca'fter by an authentic aft ; and Henry 
indulged with a considerable fubfid'y oiv Wool, be- 
fides the remainder of what had bttn granted td 
Richard ; part of which was not yet levied. Afte^ 
th'efe cdncefUons-, H^nry could dp n6 left than pu* 
Hilh a general amnefty : ^rom which, however, h^ 
excepted the murderers of the duke of Gloucefter ; 
crte df whom being apprehended, coriftfled the par- 
ftcohrs of the murder, as they have bfeen already 
fcTited, He fuffcred death at London ; and his Rymgr, 
Redd being fent to Calaiis was fixed over one of the ^^^' p«1- 
gith df the' city. . ^"'""• 

Bdbi^k the feffiori bi-okfe up, the archbifhop of Can- J^^^^^f^^/ 
t^rbury, alfter having eiafted an oath of ftcrefy o|)pofw tL 
frdfii dl thfe members of parliament; defined their y^^P^'^j^^^j^ 
idvici, in th6 king's name, touching th6 deft iny In ptrnT- 
of Richard ; and notwichliandirig tWt tempei'of thd "'^'*'- 
tihifes, Acrt was one man Who had virtue and refo- 
hitioh Enough to efpouft tht caufe t)f that unfortu - 
hite rhbnarch. This v^as Thomas Merks bifhoji 
cfCarlrle, Whd, in ^public harr^ngue, affirmed, 
ihd uiidirtook to pi-ove ■ that there wds no atithb- 
tUf upon earth Which could lawfdlly depofc a king . 
Cf EhgJ^hd : that thfc cHnies imputed to Rtchard 
cfid hot deferVe fUch pufiifllm^nt, and belides, werA 
Apt proved ; and that the crown had been unjuftly 
adjudged to the duka of Lancafter. The bilhop'i 
tntciitioh Was to COhvirtcii thci pdrliahifent of theif 
^Pfortebiis conduft, and encourage the friends of * 
Jlichard td fpeik their fentinieiits i but hi^ ^^ieech 

0^3 pro- 
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A. c. 1399. duccd neither of thefe efFe<5ls, and happened to be 
fo unfeafonable, that he was immediately arreftedy 
and fent prifoner to the abbey of St. Atban's, from.: 
wherfce, however, he was foon releafed. This pre-, 
late*s opinion being rejeded in parliament, it waa 
refolved, that Richard fliould be detained in perpe- 
tual prifon, but in other refpeds entertained ac- 
cording to his rank and quality. Thq affairs of • 
the nation being fettled in this parliament, to the 
fatisfadlion of Henry and the people of England,^ 
he diflblved that affembly, and converted his atten- 
tion to foreign affairs. He fent the bifhop of Dur^ 
ham and the earl of Worcefter as ambaffadors to 
France, with propofals of a league and perpetual 
alliance between the two crowns, to be cemented 
by a double marriage ; one between the prince of 
Wales and on© of the daughters of France, and the 
other between Henry's daughter and one of the fon$ 
of Charles. This prince being interef^ed in the 
caufe of Richard, who was his fon-in-law, the am- 
baffadors met with a very cold reception: but, as 
they had inftrudtiqns to behave with moderation, 
and overlook little (lights or marks of refentment, 
they relblved to wait patiently until the firft fire o( 
the French coijrt's indignation ftiould be exhaufted, 
Commoti- With refpedt to the other fovereiens of the con- 
cnnc. tinent, Henry found no dimculty m reconcumg 
thepi to his elevation. The emperor Winceflausj 
. was a bcfot^ed prince, who took no concern in the 
affairs of his neighbpurs ; and the kings of Caftile 
and Portugal were gainers by a revolution that pro- 
moted th^ir brother-in-law to the Qrown of Eng- 
land. This was not the cafe with the Gafcons, 
who deplored the misfortunes of a prince whom 
they loved as the fon of the valiant Edward, and 
ftill more as their own countryman ; for Richard 
was born.at Bourdeaux, the citizens of which re-. 
fented his depofition fo highly, as to tjire^tcn openly 
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to fubmit to the king of France, rather than obey ^-^^399. 
the ufurper. The reft of the province was influ- 
enced by the example of this great city ; and the ' 
whole dutchy of Guienne was upon the point of re- 
voking. The court of France, refolving to make 
her advantage of this conjundture, fent thither the 
duke of Bourbon to foment the difaffedtion and dif- 
guft of the Gafcons •, fo that all the difcretion of 
Sir Robert Knolles the governor was required to 
r«prefs the fpirit of rebellion. Perhaps his endea- 
vours would have proved inefFedual, had not the 
earl of Worceller, 9neof the ambaffadors at Paris, 
battened to his aliiftance at Bourdeaux, and co-ope- 
Riled with him fo effedlually, that the commotio us 
were appeafcd. Thefe two were reinforced by the 
intereft and influen.ee of the archbifliop of Bour- 
deaux, who acknowledged the Roman pontiff Bo- 
niface; and forefaw that, if Guienne fhould fall 
under the French dominion, he would be obliged 
to fubmit to Benc*dift, who refided at Avignon, 
and was patronized by the French monarch. Froiaarr. 

Thefe troubles were fcarce pacified, when Henry ^^K" 
found himfelf cxpofed to the incurfions of his neigh- Henry." ^ 
bours. Robert III. king of Scotland, taking it 
for granted that this revolution in England muft 
be attended with domcftic difllenfions, and that the 
king of France would not fail to exert himfelf in 
favour of his fon in-law Richard, though: he could 
not find a more favourable juncture for invading 
the northern provinces, which he ravaged accord- 
ingly, and took the caftle of Werk in Northum- 
berland. Henry, whole intereft it was to avoid fo- 
reign quarrels, fent ambaflTidors to Scotland, to 
demand reparation for this infult, and, at the fame 
time, to propofe a renewal of the truce •, to which 
Robert the more readily aflented, as he perceived 
the French king took no ftep to the prejudice of 
the ufurper. 1 he differencic with Scotland being 

0^4 . com- 
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A, c. 1399. compr6mifed, Henry rieglefted no opporttimty td 

recommend hinifelf to the ifltftions of his peoplft : 

he upon all occ^fions eiprefled the utmbft h6rro<' 

at the arbitrary proceedings bf his predeceflfof ; rf- 

fcftcd to confult the interefts of his fufbjecSs prt- 

ferably to his own 5 and, as a convincing proof of 

his fincerity, condemned to tlic flamtes all the bfatik 

bonds which Richard had extorted frOfn the citi'- 

% zens of London, irid the feventecn counties which 

had fallen under his difpleafure. 

confpiracy Notwithftanding thefe popular mcafures, he Yiid 

oga.nft im. ^^jj ^^^^ fallen a facrifice to a dangerous cohfpl- 

racy, formed by the noblemen who had fiifRrdd 
by his acceffion to the throne. The p\in iS fiicF 
to have been projected by the abbot of WiftrBin- 
ftcr, whofe houfe was the place of rendei^ous for 
th^ confpiracors. Thefe were the dukes of Au- 
merle, Surry, arid Exeter, the earls 6f Gloucefter 
and Saliftiury, the bifhop of Carlit, atid SitThb- 
mas Blount ; and tlifey engaged as thfetr tool oil* 
Maudlin, who had been chaplairt to Rifchafd, iricf 
refembled that prince fo exaftly irt hii lihearii^nts 
and perfon, that tftey thought ih^y couFrf tUSff 
hrjpole him upon thfe people for that fnonArdfr. 
They rcfolved to ihffit'uce a tournami^ht A Oxfordr 
and the duke of Aumerle, who enjoyed i, g66(f 
Ihare of Henry's confidence, undertoolc to' invito 
him to that diverfion, when it \i^ould be in tftittr 
power to feize or aflTafTmate his perfon. The pii^- 
ticulars of the fchemewcre committed to writih^^affifrf 
each confpii'atol- was provided with a copy, fighetf 
and fealed by his confederates. The touriiimttlt 
being proclaimed by the dulce of F.<eter a'rtrf tKe 
earl of Salifbury, afl the conffpirators repaitoJ t6 
Oxford, with numerous fetinucs, on pretence of 
curioficy •, except the duke of Aumerle, whom <hey 
expefted ip vairi. That nobleman, charidng id 
v'fkt his father the duke of York at Langley, was 

de4 
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dfef«ai4d by hitf fatbits ; who, ^hitt M ftt at dm- Ac. "399. 
UK!', pfer<ieivid d paper m his boforif : ^hen York: 
c}ueftbned him dbbbe th<e eohtents, hi3 coutrtenance 
bfctrayfed filch cohfufittti, that his father's fiifjiictbri 
yfrAi alarm^ -, h^ fnatched the paper, ahd perufrns; 
thft fcheih«, di'derid his horfes to bfc faddled with 
thfc Utmoft e«p^diki<*i. Aumiei"l*; gti^fliri^ His iii-. 
ffentiob, mbuhted i'frtiAediiately ; ind riding full 
ipWd tc( the kiftg at Wiridfoi-, difcdver^d thfe V*hbfc' 
(ionfplracy, iiid dbtained his pkrdoh bfcfoH: the ar- ' 
rival of his father, ^h6 prodoced thi paper,- figh^ 
«nd fealed by* th* btRdr cohf^iraKohrs. Hdnfy,- 
ittar^^ at thiSf intellilgence, laid afidie Ms defigt^ 
of gtfing to Orffotd, and continued at Windf<:rf 
ttnfil he fhould ffe* what flips the coAftderateaf 
would tak* in confequfeA'ce of thfeii* difap^jAtrtfent. 
Whfett thej^ tjndferftobd thit tht diikes of York iod 
Aura^rfe had v^ifited the kirtg it Windftrt',- they hb 
tonger doubted hut tHzt tlhcir fcheAie i4ii difcd^er- 
edi arid refolvid tb' ejlecutfe iititfjediat^ly by fofce 
^hat they coUWnbt Sccon^plifH bf ftVat^m. Thiy 
Aw-tRwith prdduced i!>»a»dlin itt rbVal jfttSrt i affirm- 
ing and piiblifhirig ihii he w-as' Richai^ iftaped 
frbm prifot], and cottie to impldrt the rfffiffaiice t>f 
hfs tovirig fubjeas. Bf this time tM fiti of ^hJft 
Arthappy prinC6 h*l w^ouight up6n thfe coiii^>aflioii 
«f th^ people. They foVgrn: il! his vitei, remdih- 
bttrtd hisf birthj his corfiely dppedi'itycd, his f6Mei' 
iriagn'iAteh'ci, ind his prdfcrit ttisfdnluhft. THe^ 
flbcRid to his ftihd'ard in futh cro*«, th« m 
kfcdi of the cohl^iricy fduttd dhferrtfilve^ in af fe^ 
days aft the hdad of tt ridmerotis ittiiyi vfiih. ^^Mcfi 
&itf begth their nfiirch to W?ndtor, <irhir4 they" 
tldptd to take tht king by furprize. Hienry had 
H&^y diiring the preceding night, to London,- 
<>Ker6 hi affetribfed a bbdy of twenty thbufrfnd men, 
ft\d tiiahH^ed back as fit H Hamnadvt ke&th, iii 
drder tb give baiette to the rebels,* (|^ld they ukt 
tte refute to the capital. They 
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A,c.i4co, They were (b difcouragcd by the difpatch and 
JJ'^J^fi^lf" refolucion of Henry, that, inftead of advancing 
bythcva- and hazarding an engagement, they retreated from. 
majo/of ^ Colebrook, where 'young queen Ifabel rcfided, and 
cirenceft*. cncamped without the gates ^of Cirencefter. The 
chiefs took up their quarters in the city \ the duke 
of Surry and earl of Salifbury lodging at one pub- 
lic inn, while the duke of Exeter and the earl of 
Gloucefter lay at another : but they v/ere fo care^p- 
lelfi, or unexperienced in war, that they negledted 
to place proper guards at xhe gates and avenues of 
the town. The mayor of the place, obferving 
this negligence, affembled four hundred men in 
the night ; and, fccuring the gates, fo as to ex- 
clude the troops that were encamped without the 
walls, attacked the four noblemen in their quar*> 
ters. The duke of Surry and earl of Salifbury 
were taken, after an obftinate defence, and be-^ 
headed on the fpot by the mayor*s order ; while 
the duke of Exeter and the earl of Gloucefter ef- 
caped by the tops af houfes, and repaired to the ^ 
camp, with a view, to ftorm the town at the head 
of their forces ; but they found the tents and bag* 
gage abandoned by the foldiers, who, hearing the 
noife and tumult of fighting within the town, con- 
cluded that a detachment of the king's army had 
entered the place, and on that fuppofition fled with 
the utmoft precipitation. The two noblemen took 
leave of each other, that they might have the bet- 
ter chance of efcaping fingle \ but they were appre- 
hended, and loft their heads in the fequel. Henry, 
advancing to Cirencefter, found the rebels already 
difperfcd, and did not fail to reward the mayor and 
inhabiwnts for their valour and fidelity. From 
thence he proceeded to Oxford, where Sir I'homas 
Blount and Sir Benedift Sely, with fix and twenty 
perfons who had followed the duke of Exeter, were 
i:4ecuted : S|.nd about the fame time the earl of 
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Glouceftcr and the lord Lumlcy, who had been alfo ^' ^* ^^'^^' 
concerned in the conlpiracy, were beheaded by the 
populace at Briftol. Maudlin, and another ckr- 
gyiban, called William Feliby, together with Sir 
Bernard Brocas and Sir John Sheveley, were ex- 
ecuted at Tyburn. The duke of Exeter was taken 
at Pritdewell, and beheaded at Plefliy in Eflex, 
without any form of procefs, although he had mar- 
ried Henry's own fifter. Roger Walden late arch- 
bifliop'of Canterbury, and Thomas Merks bilhop 
.of Carlile, were committed to the Tov/er, on fuf- 
picion of having privately affifted the confpirators : 
the firft was. foon releafed, and promoted to the 
fee of London ; but Merks was brought to his 
trial, and convided of treafon. He was remanded 
to the Tower, where he remained above twelve 
months ; then he was removed to the Marflialfca, 
and afterwards obtained the king's pardon, though 
he was deprived of his bifliopric, and died reftor 
of Todenham in Gloucefterfliire. The abbot of 
Wcftminfter, who had taken the field with the con- 
^irators, who fo terrified at the rout and difperfion 
of their troops, in the neighbourhood of Ciren- 
Cefter, that he fell into an apopleftic fit, of which Rymw. 
he never recovered ; and, the rebellion being ut- ^*j}: 
terly extinguilhed, Henry returned in triumph to /hed.'"*' 
London. ^*^""- 

In all probability, this difturbance haftened the i^«th of 
fate of the unfortunate Richard. Henry could RiJhar<u 
plainly perceive that the imprifoned king did not 
want partifans who favoured his caufc both from 
afFeftion to his perfon, and difguft to Bolingbroke, 
by whom they had been deceived in the motives 
of his invafion : he therefore concluded, that his 
royalty would be expofed to the attempts of mal- 
contents while Richard was alive ; and meafures 
were taken for depriving that wretched captive of 
his life. The manner of his death is varioufly 

related, 
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A. c. ,4ca related, the acftiirents 6f H^nry ^ave out ihii 
Re ftarved hinifelf to dfeath,- frpfri grief and vejf- \ 
ation at X^t mifcarriage and faVe of his /rlendis. 
bthers alledge that' Ke was dopVn^d id this linger- ^ 
ing deftiny by the prWate dVeJtroii 6f Henry, 
But the generally received opinion K, tnat he >?^as 
fnurdered by Sir triers' de Ex ton, in the following 
rrjanner : THis krifgliif, hearing Henry complain 
that he had ho fears nor apprehehfi6ns but from 
qbe quarter, to difturb hiril in his pbflelliori of the 
crown, interpreted tlie. hint according to disown 
coniefture, and repaired to Pontifradl, with eighi 
followers, to perpetrate" the execrable fchcme lie 
^ad projf(5ted'. Richard perceiving* tTiat while he 
iat at dinner, his vi(^u?ls were not tafted atcord- 
ing to ciiilorii, demanded the caiife' of this omif-. i 
fioh ; and the taffer telling hini, tfrat tfre king had ^. 
jf^nt ah order to'defift* from t hat tercmohy, Richafdl 
lliuck him oii the face' with a[ knife i ekcfarfhing, 
•'* The devil' take Harry of Lancafter and ifree to- 
" getter," . .fextoh, hearing the hoife* 6ccafi6ried |j 
by this? fray, ruHied into the room with eight fot- i 
lowers in arms ; and the king, concluding their 
defign was to take away his life, refolded io fell i£ 
as dearly as he could. He wrelted a pol^-dxc froffi 
one of the aflamris, and defended hinnifelf Co man- 
fully, as to lay four of the numbci: dead at his fee^ j 
when the treacherous Extori cafne beliind his back^ , 
and with his battle-axe felled him to the gVbund* 
fiad the tragedy been really aded in this mi'nnerj^ 
tlie marks of violence would have certainly appeared 
in the^cad body, which \va^ brought to Loridort, 
and publicly expofed in St. Paul's church to th'^ 
eyes and infpectioh of every obferVer. It ft^rAs 
more likely, thei-cfore, .that he perimed by fimihe ; , . 
efpecially as the archbilKop of York, with tlie earls 
of Northunib^rland and Wdrcefter, when they af- 
terwards revoked againft Henry, affirhied in theif 

ma- 
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ip^jfefto, rbi^t hp ^vas #^rv^d, by l?ciQg kept fif- a. c, 1400- 
fc^p.djiy^ witiiouc fUjfUn^ncc. Thus died the un- 
f(ju;tiin^te ^ichjtrd, \n the l;hirty-third year of hi;i 
f&^r'^ m^ ^K^m Wcit^d pi«y a^fi ^^gret in every 

}p Ji^ert?prdl|^^ ^fter^^ards re- 

i^oyfid.by ^cpVy V. 1:9 .Wcftajii)fter, gnd iaterred 
JR^ifh ^i?eat fojf ^ity ;;mv?Pg ii?' ^Weftprs. The 
i{Jcpt)i of Richard, bowfci^Y^er procured, \vas yery 

' fcj^on^ble for h(s fucceiror. Ch^rle^ of France :h^(^ 
jH\adp gre^ic pteparauqn? for ipvf^diog England, iq. 
prder tp t^oie his ioj^-ia-W tp .tj^e ifhiooe ; ^nj^ 
i^pry »ras (9 "al^rD^d ^ ^e iroRprtapce o^ the V" 
p:ja<pent, ,that, befi^ejs the pfpaj pi;j?c^uti.Qp$ tajcep 
Jar the cjefepce of ^ ^W^^Wj ie or4ercd arch- 
|)ift^0p Arur^dpl to^.gVm ,f^n^ frrjay ^11 the ecclefi^f- 
tics of hi^ ,pc9viace, th^t they .pi|ght be ready' tp 
t;^ tA^ f^)(!l ;pn the.fiuft opt^qe. Pe3iftp,s thpfe prcr 
M&tipns pf jFrap^ '^bridged the day^ qf ,)i\c\iird. 
fh? de^tb vi^s po.fpoflfirJcqQjyn ^t the Frepch cpHrt^ 
tlj^n 5dl .thp^ijs 9f ?n iny,^fiqn yfcte j^jd aMe : 9 
ti;pce jfpr,^3gbt and xxftnty ^je^r? yras cpnc;lpacd be- 
(ye^n'tlje t}?^9 .9f<wyps.; ^nd it >sf^? ^grpe^' th^ft Ubou«w 
aW?nJ;l^W. whpfe.marri^ge h.ad peycr.t^een qpn- ^ivi. 
fuinmafed, %?Hld return to jjicr pjyp cpunfry. 

Henry's accortimodation with France feems to 

_ - • » » « 

pav£ centered .^i^ ^^f^ 4^f ^^IP^s i^ P'V^ip^ining a . 
gpodunderift^pdju^witfh Scotland. Qeorge Dunbar 
^I 6i lylarphe thinking hiinfelf outraged by hi^ 
fovefeifin, jn t}te c^fe of a inat;ch which had bcei> 
a>prra^ed ^b^t^woen ii^ daughter apd David prince 
pf Scptland, ab^ndpped his own cppntry, anfi re- 
tired to Engli^pd ; frcpi yvhence he ni;ade incurCon? - 
jntoipthian, in cpnjunftipn with Henry Piercy, 
fprpamed Hotfpur. f^pbert the 3cottilh king feiit 
amba^dprs to Henry, (Remanding that the traitor 
pij^t ^ fur;endefed to juftice; and, the Englilh 
mpnarcl) reffifing this fatisf;;i£tippi Rphert dechred 
' ' \ 3 war 
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A. c. 1400. war again ft him, and began to prepare for an inva- 
Htfnry'sM- fion. Hcnry rcfolved to anticipate his operations ; 
l^^scotTaLX ^"d, having obtained a fupply from the lords fpiri- 
cual and temporal, aflembled in council, levied an 
army, which rendezvoufed at Newcaftle : from 
thence he fent an herald to fummon the Scottiflb 
king to meet him a;t Edinburgh, on the tv^enty- 
third day of Auguft, in order to do homage for his 
kingdom; and immediately began his march for 
that city, at which he arrived without the leaft op- 
pofition. He forthwith invefted the caftle, which 
was fo vigoroufly defended by the earl of Douglas 
and his fon-in law David prince of Scotland, that 
very little progrefs was made in the fiege ; when 
Henry thought proper to abandon the entcrprize, 
and returh to his own dominions. Thither he was 
followed by two bodies of Scots, commanded by 
Hepburn and Haliburton, who fell upon the nor- 
therh counties, and cruelly revenged the ravages 
which the Englifh had committed in Scotland ; 
though Hepburn was defeated and flain in his re- 
turn from the expedition. The ifTue of this incur- 
fion difpofed the Scots to agree to the propofal of 
a truce for fix weeks-, which was afterwards pro- 
longed according to the emergency of Henry's af- 
fairs. 
of Owen' His abrupt retreat from Scotland was not fo 
Gicndour- much owing to the advanced feafon of the year, as 
^^* ^ to the news of an infurrcftion in Wales, headed by 
Owen Glendourdwy, commonly called Glendower. 
This gentleman had been educated as a lawyer at 
the inns of court, and afterwards ferved Richard 
II. as one of his body efquires. He poffefled a con- 
fiderable eftate in Wales ; and was defcended by his 
mother from Llewellyn ap Griffith, the laft prince of 
that country. Heconceivedhimfelf injured in the iflue 
of a law-fuit with Reginald lord Grey of Ruthyn, 
and did himfelf juftice by force of arms. Regmald 

4 com- 
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Complaining of this violence to the king, with a. c i4o». 
v^hom he was in high favour, Henry fenc lord Tal- 
bot, with a reinforcement to his afliilance^, and 
they fell. upon Owen fo unexpe^Sledly, that he had 
fcarce time to retreat to the woods and mountains. 
Finding that his difpute with lord Grey was no 
longer confidered as a private quarrel, he endea- 
voured to intereft his countrymen in his behalf j 
and, by the dint of eloquence^ indriuation, and fa- 
mily influence, perfuaded them not only to renounce 
their depfendance upon England, but alfo to declare 
jiim their prince and fovereign, as the lineal de- 
fcendant from Llewellyn ap Griffith. Then, af- 
fembling a body of ftout Weifhmcn, he attacked 
the town of Ruthyn, which he plundered and re- 
duced to afl^es. He afterwards gave battle to that 
nobleman, on the banks of the river Vurnway it\ 
Montgomerylhire, where Reginald was defeated, . • \* 
taken prifoner, and compelled to marry the daugh- 
ter of Glendourdwy. Emboldened by this fuccefs, 
,Owcn made an irruppon into the county of Here- 
ford: and Edmund Mortimer, thinking this was 
a favourable opportunity to acquire the. favour <rf* 
Henry, raifed a body of twelve thoufand men to 
ftop the progrefs of this Wellh invader. The two 
armies meeting at Pitleth in Radnorfhire, a defpe- 
rate engagement enfued : the Englifti were totally 
Touted, after having loft eleven hundred rnen killed 
on the field of battle; and Mortimer himfelf was ' 
taken prifoner. Owen refufed to admit him to 
ranfom, on this fuppofition that a perfon o^ his con^ 
.fequence would be redeemed by a formal negotia- 
tion; in which cafe he would have an opportunity 
of tteating with Henry as an independent prince : 
but he was miftaken in his conje£ture. Henry was 
too well pleafed with the captivity of the true heir 
of the Crrown, to contribute to his releafej and 
3wen, perceiving his drift, thought proper to altei; 

bis ' 
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4. c. 140P. jiis fcljeme, and projeft an alliance with his prifo* 
npr. Mean while he advanced (o thi^ fide of th^ 
Seviern, and rav^ed the country withoqi oppofi^ 
tip». Thefe. events however did npt happen qH a 
^onfideraUe tune after (he Sco^ciih eKpedkion; 
Itwd ' t^^gl^ ^« l^^vc related theoi in this place^ rather 

than break the .thnead" of Jihe narrajtian. 
faT«e*^ I«nmediatdy after Heury'* netwrn to London, he 
ciit«dagamft was vifitjpd by Manuel Fal^plqg^siniperorfQl'C^*: 
^^"*"*'' ftantinople, who came to fojiicit ai^iftanoe ag^tinft 
Bajazet the TurkiQi emperor. He was entertained 
^ith great magnificence, and rex^eiv^ ^veral lich 
prefen ts : but Henry would pot pretend to oblige him 
>yith fuccour^, until the a0ak$ qfh^sxaiwn ^fimf^m 
fhould be better eftabli(hed. JHlje ibecefore xeturwd 
loFraace, whei^ he remained until he* reo^iv^in- 
i;ell^gence of Bajazet's being vanqui (bed ml taken 
A. c. 1401. by Tamerlane. Tl>e parliament mating on jjaifc 
twentieth day of January, Tbirning Uie chief jof- 
pce opened the feOion jiith a ipeech, in which he 
afiured the membert , that th/e king . had nothing 
more at heart than the good of hiis people s and 
that he was fully determined to pceierye the coofti* 
aution, both in church and ftate. The^ he expa- 
tiated upon the vaft expence to whic^ his m^fiO;f 
had been expofed, in ^pprefling-the rebellion, in 
the Scouilh expedition, and in piiyJU)g,lbe g;i^rifon 
of CaJais ; as well as tlie debt^^ he had coi^JU-a&ed 
,when he came over far the relief of the kingdom* 
He reprefented the necefficy of an immedif te fup- 
ply for enabling him to qujell the infurxe.(3;ion in 
Wales ; defend the Englifh poffeflTioas in Iirela^jid ; 
perforqi his engagements, with Frajaoe, in feeding 
back queen Ifa^cl with her dowry ; and put Gui>- 
enne in a poftuxe of defence againft the defigas .of 
the French king, who had lately created his eldeft 
fon dpke of that province. The lords 9nd commons 
chearf uliy voted a confiderabie fub/idy j . and then 

pro- 
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proceeded toconfider the grievances of the nation* ^♦^^ W*' 
The fcft of Lollards daily ihcreafing, it was pro- 
vided that none fhould preach without a licence 
from the bifhop of the diocefe ; and ^s to thofe who 
either refufed to abjure their herefy, or relapfed af- 
ter abjuration, it was en^dcd that, upon a certifi- 
cate fronn thediocefan biihop, or his commiiTaries, 
delivering them over to the fecuiar arm, the civil 
mi^ifirate fhould receive rheir bodies, and caufe 
them to be burned in public. William Sautre, 
reftor of St. Ofithe's in London, was the, firfl: per- 
fon who fufFered in confcquence of this ftatutc : 
the convocation of Canterbury adjudged him an hc>* 
retic rclaplcd ; and, by the advice of the lords fpi>- 
ritual and temporal, he was burned at the end of 
' the feffion. The penalties in the ftatute of provi- aot. Prf/ 
fors were now extended to fuch as procured bulls 
from the pope, either by exempting them from obe- 
dience to their ordinary, or qualifying them to hold 
pluralities, or difpenfing with them for not reading 
on their benefices. In this lall point, however, there 
was an excepting ciaufe in favour of chaplains that 
were in the king's fervice, or employed in univer- 
fities, or officiating in the chapels of noblemen. 

Since the confirmation of the truce with France, Pwpo'aj of 
Charles VL or rather his brother the duke of Or* tvJtn^'^h^" 
leans, and his uncles of Berry and Burgundy, who p^'^^^pf. 
governed the kingdom of France in his name, had t^alfni^. 
often reclaimed the young queen Ifabel, widow of J^j^^/*" 
Richard II. arid Henry had artfully eluded a cate^- ' " '. 
gorical anfwer on that lubjcct. Being extremely 
defirous of cflFecling a match between that princeis 
and his eldeil fon, he propofed that alliance to the 
French admin: ttration, by whom it was rejedlcd, 
on pretence that the king was not in a condition to 
manage the bufmefs of the nation \ and that this 
was an affair of too great confequence to^be difcufled- 
without his knowledge and participationf Notwith* 

NuMi^. X5giVL K iUnding ' 
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A. c. i4or. ftanding this repulfe, Henry was loth to pJirt with 
the princefs, bccaufethe father demanded the rclli-' 
tution of her dower, which had been payed to Rich'- 
ard : neverthelefs, a negotiation was fet on foot ak: 
Leiinghen to adjuft this affair *, and, in the mean 
^ ,,. time, the princefs was fcnt back to France with 
part of her jewels. 
^^'"7 . Henry had been employedJor fome time in mak- 

Wales. ing preparations for an expedition into Wales, 
againft Owen Glendourdwy ; and, in the beginning 
of June, began his march for that country, at the 
head of a numerous army. As Owen retired before 
, him, he ravaged the principality, and burned the 
monaftery of Strathflor ; but his army being dif- 
trefled for want of provifions, and fevcral of his de- 
tached parties cut off by Glendourdwy, he foon re- 
turned, without having acquired either glory or ad- 
vantage. Owen, who had prudently avoided a ge- 
neral engagement, was no fooner informed of his 
retreat, than he defcended from the mountains, 
burned the fuburbs of Poole in Montgomeryshire, 
and laid wafte the adjoining Marches. Then he 
Repaired with a very fmall body of troops to the 
hills of Plimlymmon, which he had appointed for 
the rendezvous of his forces, and from thence fent 
out detachments to ravage the county of Pembroke, 
and the neighbourhood of Cardigan, inhabited by 
the defcei;idants of thofe Flemilh and Englifti fami- 
lies, who had formerly fettled in that country z 
thefe aflembling to the number of fifteen hundred, 
furrounded him fo fuddenly in one of his incurfions^ 
that he muft have been taken, had not he and his 
men made a defpcrate effort of courage, and- at- 
tacked the enemy with fuch fury that they were 
entirely routed. This viftory was a great addition 
to the reputation of Owen, whofe countrymen- be- 
gan to look upon him as the perfon deftined to 
• reftore their former independency, and flocked to 

his 
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Itis banner from all quarters. Henrjr, alarmed at a. c. h»x. 
his fticrcfs, invaded Wales again in OAober, when 
Owen retiring as before to his faftnefles, nothing of 
.osmfequencc was tranfaded^ and the king^ marched 
hack to London, extremely difgufted at 'the bad 
•fucceli of his undertaking. . ; ; Rymw. 

He was in fome meafure confoled for thefe do- Hcnry't 
;ineftic troubles, by -the alliances which hecohtraft- areLlrried 
'cd on the continent. The duke of Gueldres renewed to fwciga 
his league with England, which had been formed ^"'*^"* 
under the preceding reign ; and Henry's eldeft 
daughter Blanche was niarried to Lewis duke of 
Bavaria, eldeft fon of Rupert the German empe- 
ror. Next year fhe was conducted into Germany, 
with a fortune of twenty thouland marks, which 
was levied by an aid of* twenty (hillings for a 
knight's fee, or twenty pounds a year in lands held 
immediately of the crown. This aid was raifed, by 
virtue of the royal prcrc^gative, throughout the 
Airhole kingdom. Another trt^aty of marriage was a. c. 14812^ 
fct on foot between Henry's daughter Philippa, 
^nd Eric king of Denmark, who married the prin- 
cefs accordingly •, though a match which had been . ' 
projected between the Dane's fifter Catherine, and 
:Henry prince of Wales, did not fucceed. Henry He Mmfeif 
himfelf had for fome time made his addrefles to ^^^^^^^^/^^ 
Jane of Navarre, widow of John IV. duke of Brit- aowagcraf, 
tany, who privately obtaiRied from the Avignon ^"'^*'*^* 
pope Benedift, two difpenfations, without which 
this marriage could not have taken effed. One 
permitted her to marry a relation, in the third or 
fourth degree of confanguinity •, and by the other 
Ibc was allowed to communicate with (uch as payed 
canonical obedience to pope Boniface, who was 
acknowledged in England. The dutchefs, thus eafed 
of her fcruples, fcnt over Anthony Rofe as her 
proxy, and was^contrafted to Henry at Eltham : 
but before flie could come in perfon, the nobility 
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AiC 1401. of Brecagne received intimation of her defi^^ aitd 
being apprehenfive of her carrying the young duke 
ivith her to England, obliged her to deliver him up 
to Philip duke of Burgundy, his ne^reft relation. 
That n((k>len;ian, with the confent of the ftates, took 
upon him the tuition of her children, with the go- 
vcrnmCTt of the country, and conveyed the young 
<iuke to Paris for his education. His mother letting 
fail from Brittany, under the conduA of the earl 
of Worcefter, landed after a dangerous paffage at 
Falmouth, from whence (he proceeded to WincheC- 
ter, where the nuptials were folemniited ; and flifc 
Rymcr. ^^^ afterwards crowned at Weftminfter. 
Another ex.* Jt was at this period that Hfenry received the in- 
^inft^GJen- telligcnce of Glendourdwy*s fuccefs againft lord 
(iourdwy. Grey and Mortimer-, and though he fccrctly re- 
joiced at Edmund's captivity, he intereftcd himfelf 
deeply for his favourite Grey, and affembled an- 
other large army to take vengeance on the conque- 
ror. The rendezvous of his forces v/as at Shrewf- 
bury, where he divided them into three bodies, 
giving the conimand of one to the prince of Wales, 
and of another to the earl of Arundel, while the 
third marched under his own aufpices. Thcfe di- 
vifions entered Wales at three different places, in 
order to furround Glendourdwy, v/ho had retired 
to the mountains of Snowdun. But th€?y met with 
fuch tempeftuous weather, that it was hardFy pof- 
fible to keep the field, and they were obliged to 
retire without having, performed any military ex- 
ploit. Henry was extremely mortified at.threefuc- 
ceflive mijcarriagcs ; and is faid to have employed 
treacherous means to take away the life of Glendour* 
dwy; who baffled all his defigns of perfidy aj well 
as open war, and acquired the reputation of a ma- 
gician among the Englifh people, who fuppofed be 
had made a compa6l with the devil. This bold Bri* 
ton at length agreed to treat with lord jGjey for hiy 

ran- 
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mnfom, wlTich was fixed at ten thoufand marks : ^-^ '4oi- 
and fecurity being given for the payment, Reginald 
was releafed ; though he found it convenient to 
marry Owen's daughter Jane, that he and his tr- 
uants might enjoy their eftates in quiet. Rymcr. 

The king's ill fuccefs in Wales was recompenfed The scots 
by the fortune of his arms in the north of England. arHoir^' 
Archibald earl of Douglas, with the flower of <*«'"• 
the Scottifti nobility, made an irruption into the* 
Englifh Marches, at the he^id of thirteen thoufand 
men, and ravaged the country for iome time with- 
out oppofition i but on their return to Scotland, 
they found themfelves intercepted by a ftrong body^ 
of Englifli troops, commanded by the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, his fon Henry Hotfpur,. George earl 
of Dunbar, who was a refugee in England, and the 
lord Greyftoke. The two armies engaged each 
other at Holmedon hill, near Wallovcr, on the 
borders of Northumberland towards Scotland ; but 
vidory did not long hover ip fufpence. The Scots 
were drawn up on the declivity of the hill, fo as to 
ftand quite expofed to the arrows of the Englilh ar-. 
chers, who plied them fo vigoroufly, that no ar- 
mour could refill the force of their miffiles: Doug- 
las perceiving their advantage, ordered his men ac 
arms 10 advance and attack the Englifh bowmen, 
who retired as, they approached, ftill letting fly their 
arrows, until that body of Scots was fatigued with 
the weight of their armour, and the reft of their 
army left expofed to the Englifli archery, which 
made fuch havoc among them, that they could 
no longer ftand the (hock, but fled with great pre- 
cipitation; In this battle, which was fought o^ 
Holy- rood-day, feven hundred Scots were leftdeacl 
upon the field of battle, befides a great number that 
perilhed in the Tweed. The^arl of Douglas, who' 
was dangeroufly wounded, and loft an eye in the 
engagement, was taken prifoner, together with 

K 3 Mor- 
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A. c. 1402, Mordack carl of Fife, fon to. the duke ef Albany y 
the earls of Murray, Angus, and Orkney, the. 
lords Montgomery and Erfkine, and about four- 
??iralfijjg, fcore knights of diftindlion. Henry having received 
advice of this vidtory, lent orders to the vkftorsy 
forbidding them to ranfom their prifoners 5 declar- 
ing at the fame time, that he did not mean to dc-^ 
privc them of their right, but defired the captives 
might not be difpofed of without his diredlions. 

The parliament being aflembled on the thirtieth 
day of September at Weftminfter, the prifoners were 
prefented to both houfes, who thanked the earl of 
I^orthumberland for his fcrvices. But it was not 
without rcluftance that they granted a continuation 
of the fubfidy on wool and leather, the tonnage on 
wines, the goundage on merchandife, and a tenth, 
and fifteenth, though on condition that they ihould 
not be drawn into a precedent. The clergy in this 
' fcffion obtained a confirmation of all their privir 

leges, particularly that which exempted them from 
profccutions in the king's courts for felonies, except 
luch as touched his perfon, crown, and royal dignity, 
By this time a dangerous fpirit of difafieftion was 
diffufed throughout the whole kingdom, by thofe^ 
who regretted and refented the depofition and mur** 
jitpcrt of der of Richard. A report was induftrioufly c irculated 
■ fcfng^Iii^ ^'^ ^'^^^ England, that the late kipg was ftiil alive, 
and^had levied an army in Scotland, in order to 
expel the ufurper. Papers were affixed to the church* 
doors, and in other public places, containing invec- 
tives againft Henry, and affirming that the faults 
for which Richard had been depofed were trifles in 
comparifon with the tyranny which Bolingbroke 
had exercifed fince his ufurpation. Henry was {o 
pxafperated at thefe farcafms, that he fwore he 
would never pardon any perlbn who (hould be con- 
vifted of having offered them to the public. Sir 
Roger Clarendon, natural fon of the Black Prince^ 
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v(3& apprehended on fufpicion of being concerned ^* ^- '4o»^ 
in a plot^gainft the government, with the prieft of 
Wate, the prior of Lawne, and nine other Fran- 
cifcan friars, who were hanged at Tyburn without 
any formal conviftion, Thefe feveriiies ferved only 
to encreafe the number of malcontents, and de- 
ftroyed the opinion which the people had formerly 
conceived of the king's clemency and humane dif- 
pofition. ^y"^- . 

In the courfe of the fqmmer, the Bretons being 
now entirely influenced by French counfels, com- 
mitted depredations upon the coaft of England 9 
and the Englifli deputies, at the congrefs of Lelin- 
ghen, complained of this violation of the truce. The 
French ambafiadors alledged that the Englifli had 
• htcn the aggreflbrs : but, as a rupture was deemed 
equally inconvenient by both fides, they waved all 
punftilios, and the truce was again confirmed. This 
affair being amicably terminated, the French am- 
baflr^doxs demanded the reftitution of Ifabel's dower; 
and the Ehglifh replied, that they did not doubt 
but their mailer, with a view to maintain a good 
underflanding between the two crowns, would be 
content to dedu(9: that fum from the million and a 
half of crowns fi:ill due for the ranfom of king John, 
The plenipotentiaries of France werq not a little 
iurprifed at this declaration, which they declined 
anfwcring, until they (hould have received farther 
inftruftions. But, while the court of England was 
iCngro/Ied with feafting and rejoicings on account 
of the king's marriage, the French made a defcent 
upon the ifle of Wight, under the condudt, of 
Valeran, count de St. Pol of the houfe of Luxem- The count 
bourg, who had married an uterine fitter of Rich- mate* .He- 
^rd II, and now pretended, in his own name, to'^^'-ntupoa 
revenge the death of bis brother-in law. The court ^fthc ' 
of France connived at his defign, and even furnifh- <Ju»«of'Or. 
ed him mth troops for the enterprize, which, how- ka°«H^it 

R 4 ever, *° <*»»b'« 


248 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 

A. c, t4o», ever, did not not fucceed according to his cxpefta- 
tion; for* after having plundered fomc villages, 
he was Ihamefully repulfed to his fhips by the inha* 
birants, without any military reinforcement. Henry 
complained of this invafion to the court of France, 
from which he could extraft no other reply, but 
that the king's intention was to obfcrve the truce, 
which was again confirmed ; and the king of Eng- 
land put up with the affront, rather than involve 
himfelf in a foreign war, while fuch difcontents 
prevailed within his own kingdom. The miniftry 
pf Charles were not ignorant of Henry*s (ituatioQ 
and fcntiments -, and, as they hated his perlbn, they 

A. C. 1463. took no pains to diflfemble their avcrfion. The duke 
of Orleans^ as champion for Richard's meihory, 
challenged him to fingle combat, at the head of an 
hundred knights : but Henry rejefted this defiance, 
as coming from an inferior, telling him at the fame 
time, that they might chance to meet in battle, 
where they would have an opportunity of meafur* 
ing their fWords according to his dcfire. 1 he duke, 
incenfed at the contempt with which Henry had 
treated him,^ reproached him in a fccond letter, 
with the epithets of traitor, ufurper, and regicide. 
Bolingbroke, in anfwer to this outrage, gave him 
the lie in form, andaccufed him of having pra6ki(ed 
' forcery, in order to intail upon his brother Charles 
the.malady with which he was afflifted. The Eng- 
lifh ambafladors, who' ftill continued their confe- 
rences at Lelinghen, demanded, in the king*s name, 
whether or not this challenge was avowed by their 
matter ; for, if it was, Henry would look upon it 
as an open rupture j and the French plenipotenti- 
aries would make po other anfwer, but that it was 
their king's intention to pbferve the truce with good 
faith and punftuality. Thefe, in their turn, de- 
manded the dower of Ifabel ; and the king of 
England perfiiling in his pretcnfigns to the ranfom 

of 


HENRY IV. . M9 

of king John, the one debt balanced the other, and ^^ ^^^^ 
there the affair reftcd. 

In the mean time a dangerous ftorm impended ^"'^"^J^^ 
over Henry's head in England, which had been king and tht 
brewed by the moft powerful noblemen of the JJoltimm- 
kingdom. We have already obferved, that, im- beriaad, 
mediately after the viftory at Holmedon, the king 
forbad the viftors to difpofe of their prifoners with- 
out his diredion. He afterwards fent a peremp- 
tory order, demanding that they fliould be deliver- 
ed into his hands ; and the earl of Northumber- 
land expoftulatcd with him, upon the injuftice of 
depriving them of the ranfom to which they were 
intitled by the laws of war. The earl prefumed too 
much upon his own fervicej and talked in fuch 
terms as difgufted Henry, who rebuked him for 
the freedom of his difcourfe, and defired him lo 
keep his proper diftance fortlie future. The im- 
patient fpirit of the Piercies took fire at this behavi- 
our in the king, which they confidered as an un- 
pardonable indignity. The father and fon looked 
uponthemfelves as the fupportof his government^ 
and they thought they were as able to depofe him 
as they had been inftrumcntal in raifmg him to the , 
throne : Northumberland's brother, Thomas ear! ' 
of Worcefter, not only efpoufed their quarrel, but 
. alfo laid a plan of revenge, which h^d v/ell nigh 
deprived Bolingbroke of his royalty. He propofed 
a cofrefpondence with Mortimer, who had by this 
time married the daughter of Owen Glendourdwy ; 
and that nobleman, with his father-in-law, readily 
concurred in a fcheme for dethroning Henry, and 
elevating Mortimer as the true heir of blood to the 
throne of . England,. Douglas and others of the 
Scottifli prifoners were engaged as their aflbciates^ 
on condition of being releafed without ranfom ; and 
they returned to their own country, in order to raifc 
forces fgr the affiftancc of thofe by whom they had fo 

lately 
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A.c. 1403: lately been defeated. Worcefter was the foul of this 
confpiracy. He not only projefted the plan, but 
executed a contract of partition among the parties y. 
by which the crown and kingdom of England was* 
affigned to Mortimer ; the whole country to the 
northward of the Trent fell to the fhare of Nor- 
thumberland, to be held by homage to the king ; 
arid Owen Glendourdwy was to be gratified with 
all the counties to the weft ward of the Scvernc. 
An immediate pretence for revolt being ftill want- 
ing, the earl of Northumberland, who diflembled 
his rcfentment, reprtfented to the king, that as Mor- 
timer had been taken in his fervice, it was but rea- 
* fonable that he (hould pay his ranfom. Henry, 
piqued at this remcnftrance, replied, that the earl 
of Marche had taken the fieljl of his own accord 
for the defence of his eftate ; and therefore his dif- 
pute with Owen was a private quarrel with which 
the king had no manner of concern : he at the fame 
time hinted, that Mortimer had furrendered to 
Owen on purpofe to carry on a correfpondence with 
that traitor more . conveniently ; and flatly refuf- 
cd to contribute one farthing towards his rcleafe. 
Young Piercy, who had married Mortimer's aunt, 
loudly exclaimed againft this refufal, which he faid 
was a fure proof that Henry dreaded the right and 
title of Mortimer, who he hoped would die in cap- 
tivity ; and this argument had great weight with 
fuch people as were attached to the right of lineal 
fucceffion. 

Rcvrftof Xhe earl of Northumberland with his brother 
lemcs, ^^^ j.^^ retired to the North, in order to levy forces 
and wait for the Scottifh auxiliaries ; and thofe ar- 
riving, Worcefter and Hotfpur began their march 
towards Chefliire, where they expected to be joined 
by the natives of that country, as well as by a itrong 
body of Wellh under Mortimer and Glendourdwy, 
wfco bad promifed to meet them on the Marches. 

In 
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In the mean time the earl of Northumberland re • -^ ^- '4«» 
mained at Berwick, on pret^Jice of being iodif*- 
poied ; though in reality to af&mble another bodf 
cf troops, with which he might join the confede-- 
rates, in cafe they fhould prove fuccelsful in their 
firft attempt ; and. that he mighc be at hand to re* 
tire into Scotland, provided the enterprifc ihould 
mifcarry4 and he himfelf be confidcrcd by Henry 
a$ an accomplice of the rebels. Before they took 
the field, they had pulled off the maflc, renounced 
their allegiance to Henry of Bolingbroke, and pub- 
lifhed' a manifefto^ charging him with treachery and 
perfidy, in having dethroned his lawful prince, 
contrary, to the oath which he had taken in their 
hearing at Doncader, ininoediateiy after his arrival ' 

in England. They likewifc accufcd him of having 
ruled in a tyrannous manner, and rendered himfelf 
inacc^ffible to every body but the clergy, infomuch 
that the greateft nobleman of the land could not be 
jadmitted to his prefence, unlcfs introduced by fomc 
bifhop i and they affirmed that he had converted to 
his own private ufes, the fubfidies which had beea 
jg^ranted for the occafions of the public. The king 
publilhed an anfwer to this declaration ; and by the 
advice of the Scottifti earl of Dunbar^ who refided 
at his court, took the field immediately, with the 
forces which he had luckily provided for another 
Welfli expedition. Having proceeded as far as 
Burton upon Trent, he received intelhgencc that 
Worceftcr and his nephew had marched towards . 
the frontiers of Wales, in order to join Mortimer 
and Glendourdwy : and here again Dunbar with 
rlbme . difficulty prevailed . upon him to alter his 
route, and hinder if poffible their junftion. He 
accordingly wheeled about, and direded hi» march 
towards Shropffiire. This motion in all probabi- 
lity fav^d him fiom deftruftion ; for Owen had 
f^&MiaHy advanced as &r ^ Ofwqftre^ with a body of 

twelve 
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4> a »4^. twelve thoufand men, in order to join Pierty, who 

.was already reinforced by the people of Chdhire, 

the conftant adherents of Richard in ali his dif- 

trefies. The Piercies had given out that the late 

Icing was ftill alive, and that their intention was 

to. deliw him from captivity ; and this aOertion 

brought numbers to ferve under their banners* 

B»^*^ They had marched to Shrewfbury, and even in- 

fn vthith^^ vcfbcd tnc place^ when the king*s army appeared in 

Sf^uS Md ^^^ ' ^^^^ Hotfpur abandoned the fiege, and 

i^ withdrew his forces to Hartlefiel^, about three 

miles from Shrewfbory, where he refolved to ha* 

zard an engagement 

His troops did not exceed fourteen thoufand 
fighting men, including the Scottiih auxiliaries 
^ under the earl of Doughs ; and the king's forcra 
were not much more numerous. After both ar- 
mies were drawn up in order of battle, Henry's re* 
felucion feemed to fail him. He had' formerly 
fought for glory as a private adveriturer, but now 
his crown as well as his life was at ftake ; and he 
Ibund himfelf.on the eve of a battle» with two no- 
Uemen counted the braveft and the bed commanders 
m Chriftendom. Staggered by thefe refleftions^ 
he fent the abbot of ^ewfbury with propofah c^ 
accommodation to Worceflrer ^ and made fuch con* 
ceifions, as would in all piobability have fatisBed 
the unexperienced Piercy, who was but little ac- 
cpiainted v/ich the arts and equivocation of mai>- 
kind. His uncle knew how liitle wa^ to be de- 
pended upon the promife or conccffions of a prince^ 
who sds from the neceffity of his affairs *, and mii^ 
seprefented the king's meffage to Hotfpur, whe 
fent a defiance to Henry, and made a fhort fpeech 
to his foldiers, encouraging them to exert all thek 
manhood to fave themfelves from difgrace, and the 
hands of kht common executioner, which, fhoukl 
they be Gonquered, would finifh what the fw^d 

fliould 
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lliould leave. Henry feeing his terms rejeSed and ^ c- m«j. 
the rebels preparing to give him battle, recoUefted 
all his fortitude, and with the help of the earl- o( 
Dunbar and his Ton Henry prince of Wales, njade 
an excellent difpofition of hts forces. His Scoctiih 
counfellor, who was upon this occafion not only ac<- 
tuated by his attachment to his benefactor, but alfo 
by his hatred of Douglas the rival of his houfe and 
reputation, fuppofing that an efibrt would be made 
againfl: the perfon of Henry, advifed that feveral 
perfons might be cloathed ift the fame kind bf at- 
cire, and followed by the iame fort of attendants 
and equipage that, ufually dtftinguiihed the king. 
The advice was approved, and in all likelihood 
faved the life of Bolingbroke. The battle begaa 
with a difcharge of arrows on both fides ; then the 
Scots under Douglas, and a choice body com*^ 
manded by Hotfpur, charged the front of the Idng's 
line with fuch fury, that they bpre down all before 
them, until they had penetrated to the royal ftan*^ 
dard, which was beaten down. The king's horfe 
was killed under him ; and the prince of Wales re^ 
ceived a wound in the face, while he fought with 
incredible prowels. The impetuofity of Piercy and 
Douglas was the ca.ufe of their overthrow. They 
ruflied on with fuch precipitation, thdt their foldiers . 
could not foiiow them ; and the line which they 
liad broken clofing again, intercepted their. retreat. 
They fought clofe by one another, and performed 
miracles of valour with the few who had followed 
their footfteps -, and Douglas flew three diflfercnc 
perfons who paffcd for the king of England by 
their coats of armour and diftindlions : but all their 
followers beinjg flain, they found themfclvcs hem- 
med in on all fides, without any profpedt of being 
joined or relieved by the reft of their fonces, who 
kcttv/ not how to a6t when thus deprived- of their 
leaders. The king perceiving their confqfion^ put 

himfelf 
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A.e. 1403. btianfelf at the head of a body of referve, and hll^ 
ing in among them, made terrible haroc ; while 
Pio^cy and Douglas refolved to cut their way back 
to their own forces. AH oppofuion failed before 
thetn, trntil Hotfpur was flaid by an arrow-, and 
fais <)eath was no fooner known, than his whole 
«i*my betook themfelves to flight with the utmoft 
precipitation;, after i^e battle had lafted three Hours^ 
during which it was maintained with equal valour 
on both fides. The king himfelf expofed his per- 
fon like the meaneft foldier ;in his army, charge4 
the enemy fword in hand, and is faid to have ilain 
fix and thirty men ^ith his fingle arm. The prince 
of Wales beharred with the ucmoft gallantry ; and 
the viftory was in a great meaiure owing to the 
conduft and fed« valour of the earl of Dunbar, 
Qn the king's fide, Edmund earl of Stafford, who 
commanded die firft line. Sir Hugh Shirley, Sir 
John Clifton, Sir John Cockaine, Sir Nicholas 
GaufeU Sir John Calverley, Sir John Maffey, Sir 
Hugh Mortinier, and about fixteen hundred men^ 
were left dead upon the fpot, and above three thou- 
fand grievotifly wounded. The rebel army loft 
double that number : the earls of Worcefter and 
Douglas were taken prifoncrs, together with the. 
baron of Kinderton, and Sir Richard Vtrnon. Ail 
thefe weile beheaded at Shrewfbury, except Doug- 
las, whom the king difmifled without ranfom on 
account of iiis valour. Hotfpur's body was at firft 
buried by .the pcrmiflion of Henry ; but he after- 
wards ordered it to be dug up and quartered, that, 
the different parts might be' expofed in different; 

Waifirg. places of the. kingdom. 

Immediately after the tattle, the king fent a com^ 
miilion to the earl of Weftmoreland, Henry Fitz- 
burgh, Ralph Ewer, William Gafcoigae, and Sir 
Robert Waterton; to raife the militia of the northern 
counties, and difperfe die forces affcmblcd by "ifec 

carl 
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<;arl of Northumberland. That nobleman had lad • ^* ^ »*««• 
vanced into the bifhopric of 'JDutham, in his way to 
join bis brother ; and the earl of Weftmoreland had 
already aflembled a .body of fopccs to difpiite his 
.paffage ; but Piercy having recdved intelligence of 
the difafter at Shrewibury, marched back to New- 
caiftle, from whence he retired, to his caftle of 
Werkworth, where he difmiflcd his troops^ and re- 
mained until king Henry arrived at York,- and 
•fonlmoned him to appear in that city. Thither he TheearUf 
repaired with a fmall retinue, after, having previ- ^J^f^nd"^' 
opfly; received an adurancie.of pardon ; and the waits npoa 
king- admitted the apblogy which he made, for his york^nd 
condud:: though he treated him with great coid- givesfecori- 
'nefs and indifference, and obliged him . to give fe*- Ipp^raiL 
<urity for 'his appearance at the enfuing parliament- jnpariia- 
Perhaps ht would have met. with mone <rigorous 
trtatnienr, had not Henry thQi>ght it iinpolitic to 
drive a nobfemah to defpair, who was in poflcffion 
of Berwick, Alnewick, and Wcrkworth ; ,befides 
the caftles that were occupied by his friends and 
vaflals, who had efcaped from the battle of Shrewf- , 
tbury. The king having exafted a new oath of al- 
'legiance from the noblemen, and freeholders of the 
northern counties, and forbid, on fevere. penal ties, 
all depredations upon thofe who had been concerned 
•in the iniurrcd:ion, returned towards the borders of 
Wales, in order to proceed upon another expedi- 
tion againft Owen Glendourdwy ; but this dfefign 
was defeated by his want of money for the fubfift- 
/cnce of his army. He called a council of war to 
deliberate upon ways and means for removing this 
rdifficulty •, and fome. of the courtiers propofcd, that 
he fhould feize the money and rich equipages of the 
prelates who ferved in the expedition. The king 
ieemed to relifli the expedient, when archbifliop 
Arundel^ declared that they fhould win with blows 
whatever, they fhould get from him and hisretinucw 
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A*c. 140J. Xhe king did not chufe to quarrel with this fefolufe 
prelate ; and the archbifliop made him amends for 
his forbearance, by procuring him the grant of a 
waifing. tenth in the next convocation* 
Tiwihetons Whilc Henry was thus employed in the north 
uJlr"/^ of England, the court of France refolved to take 
Fi|moatiu advantage of the troubles of the nation. The 
• duke of Orleans intended to make a defcent upon 

the EngUfli coaft, while John the young duke of 
Burgundy Ihould undertake the fiege of Calais : 
but Henry's fuccefs againft the rebels defeated thefe 
projeiSts *, though the French miniftry encouraged 
the inhabitants of Bretagne to commit depreda- 
tions upon the Englifti. They accordingly fitted 
out a number of Ihips, with which they harraflfed 
the wcftern coaft, and even plundered the town of 
Plymouth. Henry, complaining of this violatioi^ 
of the truce, and receiving very little fatisfaction 
from the French court, permitted the inhabitants 
.of Plymouth to make reprifals ; and they equipped 
a fmall fleet, of which they gave the command to 
William Wilford, who took vengeance efFcftually 
upon the Bretons, by burning and pillaging all 
the open towns and villages on the coaft of tbac 
Aft. Pub. province. 

a:c. 1404, The parliament meeting at Weftminfter on the 
Korthttm- fourteenth day of January, the earl of Northum- 
^u^trtd'by bcrland prefented a petition to the king, imploring 
las peers, his dlemcncy, and the performance of the promiie 

iwpaiiia. referred this petition to the judges i but the* lords 

'"^^ entered a protell againft this reference, declaring^ 

' that judgment in cafes of treafon belonged to theni 

only. Tnen they took into confideration the charge 

agajnft the earl, and pronounced that the fa£ts al- 

kdged againft him did not amount to : tr^dafon ^ nor 

felony, but only a trefpafs, for wWcH the laid earl 

ought to make fine and ranfom to his majefty* 

6 ' Thus^ 
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irkus acquiti^i the eirl petitioned that he rpight ^-c* »404- 
ten6w his oath of allegiance, which he Avore anew 
upon the crofs of Canterbury ; and then the king 
xeinitted his fine and ranfom. The commons hav-^ 
faig thanked the king and lords in fuU parliament 
lor their juft and equitable judgment, petitioned 
that his majefty would abolifli all animofities fub* 
fifting among the noblemen of the realm ; and at 
his command, the earls of Northumberland and 
Weftmoceland embraced each other with marks of 
the moft perfe6t reconciliation, promifing tha^ they 
therilfelves, and their tenants and vaflals, fhould 
fer the future live in peace and amity. The earl of 
X)ui)bar was likewife reconciled to Northumber*' 
land i and the archbifhop of Canterbury, the duke 
of York, y^lth feveral prelates and lords, fufpefted 
of having been concerned in the late confpiracy* 
were cleared by the king, and declared true and 
loyal fubjefts. Certain Bretons wiio came over - 
with the queen, being fvfpe6ted of carrying on a 
correfpondence with the French, articles of com- 
plaint were prefcntcd againfl: the king's confeObr^ 
the abbot of Dore, and two gentlemen jof the bed- ^ 
chamber, who were immediately difini0ed i)y the ' 
king; and his majefty declared that he would re^ 
tain no perfon in his fervice that (hould be difagree- 
able to his people. Then the commons petitioned 
that he would remove all foreigners from his houf- 
held, except five or fix who attended the queen's 
daughters ; and he forthwith complied with their . 
requeft. Emboldened bythefe inftances of conde- 
Iccnfion, <hey rcprefented to the king^ that the 
present ft^te of his affairs required gjrcat manage- 
JUtot and cBconomy. They defired he would re- 
fume all the grants on the dutchy of Cornwall^ 
made by himfelf or his predeceflcM's, that they might 
fee rc-annexed to the crown for the maintenance of 
the prince o( Wales ; they requefted that he would - 
91^:36. S not 
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A. c. 1404. i^ot grant away the profits of his caftles, which wcrtf 
repaired at the charge of the nation, but that he ^ 
would fettle the expence of his houfhold updn a 
certain eftablifhment. The king made fatisfadjtory 
anfwers to all thefe petitions ; reduced the charges 
of his family to ten thoufand one hundred pounds 
' a year ; declared his intention to reform the abu/es 
which had crept into His houfekeeping ; and afiured 
the commons, by the mouth of the archbiihop of 
Canterbury, that the proceedings of the common 
law ihould not for the future be difturbed or delay- 
ed by letters under the privy-feal, or any other in- 
terpofition whatever. In the mean time, he defired 
the parliament would take orders for diicharging 
the debts of his houfhold, and appoint treafurers 
to inlbed the management of the money appropri- 
ated tor the fervice of the public. How this mo- 
ney was raifed does not appear in the proceedings of 
this parliament : though we are told by a certain 

Waifing. hiftorian, that a very oppreffive t^x was impofed 
upon the people, on condition that it (hould not be 
drawn into a precedent ; and that no evidence of 
fuch a tax (hould be preferyed in the treafury or 
exchequer. No briefs or commiflions were iffued 
for bringing the colleAors to account ; and all the 
writings and entries of this extraordinary aid were 
committed to the flames. A general pardon had 
been publifhed in favour of all the adherents and 
* abettors of the earl of Worcefter and the lord Henry 
Piercy, provided they would fubmit before the fixth 
day of January ; and now an aft of grace was 
pafled for all treafons, infurreftions, and mifde- 
meanors, except rapes, murders, forging royal feals, 
and falfe coining, extending to* the fourteenth day 
of January, in favour of all perfons, except fuch as 

Rymer. Were adually imprifoned for thofe offences. 

Hoftiiities During this feffion, a body of Bretons landed 

Letweenthe near Pordand, and burned fome villages i but were 

Enrliih and ** 1 /• a 

erctons. I ^ . repylfed 
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I'epulfcd by the inhabitants, and atfcerwards defeated ^^ '^^♦' 
at fea by the Engliih fleets which took their admi- 
Jral Chattel, and the greater part of his armament. 
A petty war was carried on between the Bretdhs and 
the Englifli, tho' both courts difclaimed the hofti- 
lities. that were committed. . The duke of Orleans 
entered Guienne, and made an attempt upon thef 
tawri of Bergi, but was obliged to retire with lofs, 
by the valour of Sir Robert Antevillej who defend- 
ed the place with a garrifon of three hundred Eng- 
liflimen. The duke's conduft was influenced by ^ 
perfonal averfion to Henry 5 and the FVench mini- 
ftry. connived at thefe infringements of the truce^ 
in hope that fome infurreftion in England, joined 
to the efforts of Grlendourdwy, would afford an op- 
portunity to declare open war agaihft Henry, whorrl 
they confidered »as an ufurper. He was vyell ac- 
quainted with their fentiments, and found it con- 
venient to temporize,' until he fliould have tri- 
umphed over all domeftic oppofition. It certainly 
was his intereft to avoid a war with his neighbours 
at fuch a junfttire •, and for that reafon, he hot only 
winked at the infults which he fuffered from the 
French, but even follicited a truce with Scotland, 
which was concluded in the month of July, to coil-' 
tinue till the enfuing Eafter. 

He feemed to underftand and purlue his intereft ^^'^^^^ 
with equal difcemment and perfeverance, except in Ites^Ra!"^ 
one particular point, \vhich was now becorrle an ^^^^J*^^ 
objedl well worthy of his nioft ferious attention. 
This was the progrefs of Glendourdwy, who had 
lately reduced the caftles of Harlegh and Aberyft- 
with, defeated a ftrong body of Englilh at Cfaigy- 
dorth near Monmouth, and ravaged the country as 
. far as the banks of the Severne : in a word, he pro - 
ceeded with fuch rapidity of fuccefs, that no Eng- 
lilhman an the Marches could pretend to poflefs his 
cftatc, without fubmitting to his dominion j and 
he was joined by a great number of Henry's iTubjefts, 
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A. c. 1464, among whom was Trevor biihop of St. Afapl^* 
The king feemed averfe to another expedition intty 
Wales, where he had been already fo unfbttunate r 
aiid at prefent he v^as reftrained from pro&cuting 
' that war, by a ferment in the midft of his kins- 
dom* raifed by a very trivial incident. The idle 
report of Richard's being alive was now revived, 
ind gained more credit than ever. One Serle, who 
had been his donneftic^ repaired to Scotland to fee 
his old mailer, and engaging a^ an accomplice iit 
the deceit, wrote letters to different people in Eqg- 
iand, aflfuring them that king Richard was in being 
and in good health. The evidence of a man, who 
could not poffibly be miftaken in the perfon of a 
prince whom he had long attended, produced fuck 
an efFeft, that one half of the nation was deceived 
by the impofture, which was greatly aHifted by the 
•old countefs of Oxford, mother of the duke of Ire- 
land, who had been attainted in the reign of Ri- 
chard. This lady not only pretended to confirtn 
the report from her own knowledge, but pre- 
fented a great number of perfons, in his name, 
with little hearts made of filver, like thole with 
which that prince ufed to diftinguilh his favou- 
rites. The king, alarmed at the confeduence of 
this deceit, which was propagated and mpported 
in all parts of the kingdom by artful monfe, who 
aft6d as her emiflaries, arretted * th$ countefs, whi> 
was confined to clofe prifon, and deprived ai hct* 
eftate -, and fome of her aj^ts were convifted and 
executed ^s fcditious impoftors. As the earl of Nor- 
thumberland was fufpe£ted 6f favouring the cheats 
Henry made a progrefs to Pontefradk, where that 
nobleman furrendered himfelf, with all his grand- 
fons and defcendants ; fo that the king was fully 
convinced of his innocence : though he obliged the 
carl to give up the town and caftfc of Berwick, anxt 
the fortpcii and forefl: of Jedburgh, with all its ap- 
purtenanccs^ in confideratioa of ivhich H^ry 
" agreed 
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Agreed to gratify him and his heirs .with an equi- ^* ^' h<>4. 
valcnt^ by the advice of the parliament or coun- 
cil. Scfle, being tired with maintaining the per- 
fon who had aflumed the name of Richard, adr 
drdfed hirtifelf to Sir William Clifford gover- 
nor of Berwick, whom he knew to be upon b$d 
ternas with Henrys but that officer, inftead of 
jTupplying him with m^pney to carry on the impof- 
turc, made his peace with the king, by ddivering 
jhim up to juftice. Finding hiinfelf convidked and 
condemoed, he not only explained the deceit, but 
owxted that he had been concerned in the murder of 
the duke of Gloucefter at Calais ; fo that he jullly 
fufiered eke death of a traitor, and the nation was ^p^^. 
at length difabufed. 

TIii5 alarm beiiig paft, the king refdved to ad ^^/j^ 
jigainfl: Glendourdwy with his whole power, fo as Latepar- 
to reduce that rebis^l in one campaign ; but as he ^*"»«"^ 
waoted inoncy to defray theexpence of the expe- 
dition, he convoked a parHament at Coventry on 
the lixth day of Of^oberi and as he had always 
Jbcexi -tlfWarted in bis nieafures by the meddling 
^lergy jttid'ptraftitioners of the Jaw, who piqued 
tbemfelves upon knowing the conftitution, he 
Itretched his prerogative in a very unjuftifiable man- 
ner, by inferting aclaufem the writ of fummons, 
exckidkig all perfons who underftood the law from 
being eleded ; and when the members were return- 
ed,, it was not without reafon that they acquired 
che name of the Illiterate Parliament. The bifliop 
^Lincoln, who was Henry's brother, and chan- 
jcellor of England, obferved, in his fpeech at the 
43pening of the feflion, that the fupplies granted by 
the late parliament had not been adequate to the 
iiccelfities of the government •, and that it was ab- 
folutely neceffary to vote a confiderable fubfidy for 
the reduftion of Wales, and the defence of the 
Jl^ingdom from foreign adverfaries, as the truce with 
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^r C' '*?4. Scotland i¥Ould expire in the fpring, and the French 
piiniftry feemed very much difpofed to an open rup^ 
ture with Engird. The commons, by w^iy of an- 
fwer jtQ this demand, went in a body s^nd prefented an 
addrefs to the king, importing, that without bur- 
thening his people, he rnight relieve the neceflities 
of the ftatQ by fei^iing the revenues of. the clergy, 
who pofleflcd one third of the riches in the king* ^ 
dom, and ought to contribute largely to the occar 
fions of the government, as they were totally ex- 
empted from perfonal feryice. The archbilhop of 
Cancerbgry, who was prefent, when they delivered 
^W\$ addrefs, perceiving by the king'5 countenance 
that the propofal was not at all difagree^blp, ftqod 
pp ar4d pj^f^d it with great vehemence. He rcr 
futed the allegations in the addrefe, by reprefenting, 
Ithat althopgh the clergy did not ferve pcrfdnally in 
the wars, they cpuld not therefore be deemed ufe- 
Jefs members of fof iety •, inafmuch as they fcnt tb^if 
vaffals an^ tenants to ferve in the army, when their 
fervice was required. He faid, that in ftripping th^ , 
clergy of their pofTefnons, he would put* a flop to 
fhe prayers which they offered up inccflantly to 
heaven for the profperity of the ftate ; an^l th^t hf 
fcould not expea God would youchfafe his protect 
fion to the kingdom, if fo little regard ihould be 
payed to thp intereft of the clergy. He defired the 

^ commons to tajce potice, that they would no? fincl 

it an eafy matter to deprive the clergy of their pof • 
feffions, withoiit expofmg the kingdom to the moft 
dangerous convglfions ; and declared, that while he 
occupied the fee pf Canterbury^ Jie would oppofe . 
fuch injuftice to the laft moment of his life. He 
then fell ppon hi^ knees before the king, and con- 
jured him, 4S he valued his eternal falvation,' to 
^void a flep which would not only be a direft vi^ 
plation of his coronation oath, but alfo oblige th^ 
f lergy to prpceed to fuch ecclefiaftical cenfures, as 
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would throw the whole kingdom into confufion. a. c. 1404. 
Henry, ftartled perhaps at this laft infinuation, af- 
fured him that his fears were altogether without 
foundation i for that he was firmly determined to 
execute the refolution he had made when he afcend- 
ed the throne, and would maintain the church in 
all her rights and privileges. The archbifiiop, en- 
couraged by this aiTorance, turned to the commons, 
and rebuked them feverely for their prefumption in 
prefenting fuch an addrefs, which was the efFedl of 
impiety and avarice. Notwithftanding this reproof, 
to which they made no reply, they perfifted in their 
refolution, and brought in a bill for fcizing the re- 
venues of the clergy •, but thcfe laft had fuch influ- 
ence among the nobility, that it was thrown out 
by the houfe of lords; and the commons were 
obliged to dcvife other ways and means for fupply- 
ing the king's neceflities. After fome debate, they, 
with the aflent of the lords, granted a confiderable 
fubfidy on wool and wool-fells, wine, and other 
fnerchandi^ze ; on conc^ition that it ihould. be ap- 
plied to the expence of the war and the defence of 
the realm, under the infpe<Stion of the lord Furni- 
val and Sir John Pel ham, appointed treafurers for 
thatpurpoie. The ancient inheritance of thexrrown Wiifinj, 
having been parcelled out in grants to private per- 
fons, the commons complained of fuch alienation'; 
and not only advifed a refumption, but enadted a ' 
ftatute, empowering the king to take, for one year, 
the profits of ail annuities,, fees, or wages, granted 
fince the reign of Edward 111. excepting, however, 
from this refumption, certain officers of ftate, juf- 
tices, barons of the exchequer, and other miniftersf 
of any of his courts of judicature. It was alfo de- 
creed, that he Ihould enjoy for the like term all he- 
reditaments alienated from the crown,, except fuch 
as were granted to the queen, or the royal family, or 
iConfirmed to the pofleflTor by afl: of parliament, 
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A. C.J404. They refolvcd to make proclarndtitm, that all ^hS 
pofle/Ied patents oiF any anilual va)u^, granted fincift 
the fortieth year of Edward III. fhould, on pain of 
forfeiture, bring them in by a certain day appoint '^ 
cd*, that the merits of the pofleflbrs rtight be tx-i 
amlned, and their patents continued find revoked 
accordingly. After thefefteps towards a rfcformt* 
lion of the reveriiles, the commons, upon d petidott 
bf the prince of Wales, exhibited in parHariienti 
VOrcd him a thoufand marks a ye^r for maitttiinirtg 
a body of" men to defend the WelQi Marches. They 
recommended the kihg's fons John ^nd Huinphrfey 
to their father for honourable preferment. Th^y^ 
Ih an addrefs to his majefty, defired thie duke of 
Ybrk might receive the arrears due to him for h?S 
ftrvices in Gulehne, which th^y hoped the kihg 
wduld not forget •, and requi^fted that hfe ^ould or- 
der reftitution to be made to Richkrd, brother VCk 
the duke of York, of fome valuable jeWeh which 
Were in the hands of the late king. 
A. c. 1405. Henry himfelf was fufpefted df hiaving (JOntrivM 
The coun- fhc fch^ttie igainft the clergy, which the cdthm^ns 
ceftercoiT had attempted to execute; and this Aippofitioii 
Tw'Sh"/ ^^^^^^ ^ good number of enemies agairtft him in 
two font** that forihidable body. The kittgdorti wa*s fiJted 
fi^omwipd- ^jti^ murmurs and difcbntent, ihduftrioufly fo- 
mented by the emiffaries of thofe, who either wilhed 
Well to the heir of blood, or fmartfed from ri* 
feverity of the reigning king, or dreaded the defigns 
of his policy, and th^ rapacibufnefs of his avarice^i 
•which was not yet fatisfied with the great fum be- 
. longing to Richard that fell intb his hands^ and the 
exorbitant fubfidies granted by parliament. The 
- nation in general fcemed ripe for revolt, and na- 
turally turned their eyes upon Mortirtier, who RiH 
remained in captivity. Henry, far from treating 
for his ranfom, had feilzed his children, and con- 
, fined them in the caftle of Windfor, as hoftages 

far 
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for the conduft of thdr fitter* iprhom the kihg ^-^^'^^ 
filipcd^ ^^ ttotrigqes agaihft his gOTefhment, in 
€6njonAion With Gkndourd^y* The countefs 
(dcmi^r bf XHomas Sperifer eari of Glouoefter* 
who had been beheaded at BriftoU yhdertook to 
eflfeft the deUvei'ahce of thbie children ^ and, by 
means of falfb keys, th&t opened the locks under 
which they w^tt confined^ accomplifiied their cA 
capt frpih Windfbr : fiie had even convdyfcd them 
as iu as the Marches of Waleis, when ihe Was 
&ized hj the officer^ bf Henry* who ordered thfe - 
fens of Mortimer to be tnoiie clofely confined and 
narrowly watched for the future. The counted 
bekig examined before the council, not only com 
feffed that flie had been inftigtced to this attempt 
by her brodtf r the duke of York, but alfo accufed 
him of having formed a defign to fcale the waits 
of Eltham, and take away the lift of his fovereign* 
She even ofiirred to maintain the charge by WiHiam 
Maydefton her efijuire, who uhdertook to te iier 
chaih|)km : the duke bf York accepted the chak- 
Jengc, in order to prove vhis innocence. Neverthe- 
it(\ his eftate was confifcated, and himfelf com* 
tnitted pr^oner to the caftle of Pevcnfcy^ where he 
continued until all the difturbances in the North Were 
fuppreffcd. ^^' 

The king juftly concluding from this attempt, 1^/^!^ 
. that ibmething elfe of rhore confequence would be voun own 
uncferta^en in favour of Mortimer's claim, thought ^««=*^'^- 
it high dme to take eflfeftoal meafures againft his 
Wdfli ally. He aflembld a body of forces, the 
command of which he beflowed upon the prince of 
Wales, who marched thither in the ipring, and 
routed part of the Weifh army. He ftill conti^ 
nued to advance after this adion; and, in two 
months, fought another battle, near Grofmbnt in 
Monmouthfhire, againft a body oF eight thoufand 
men, commanded by Griffith, eldeft fon of Owai 
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A.C.I405; Glendourdwy, who iRras routed and taken prifoner ^ 
his xincle Tudo|- being killed t»poh the fpot. Me 
refembled hb brother fo exadly,^ that his body 
being found among the (lain, was miftaken for 
Owen ; and this report, added to the bad fuccefs 
of the. i^ule, overwhelmed the Welih with confter* 
natjon. The prince of Wales, after his vidoryi 
advancing farther into South Wales, invefted the 
caftle of Lamp^er in Cardiganfhire ; and the gaF« 
rifon agreed to fucrehdcr, if not relieved by the 
firft day of O&ober* The Wclfli would have been 
difpirtted by this bad rfuccefs, had hot' they been 
amufed by France, from which they expcded pow-r 
erful afliftance.' The duke of Orleans, who go- 
verned that kingdom, payed no' regard to the truce 
fubiifting with England. He engaged in a league 
with Glcndourdwy •, fent the conftable d* Albret 
and the count d'Armagnac with an army into 
^rawht Guienne, where they reduced fixty places belong- 
Y^k ^L '^^^ *^ Englifli. The duke himfelf made aa 
Mowbrar attempt upon Bourg and Blaye : the duke of Bur* 
*^"**«^- gundy Tcfolved to undertake the fiege of Calais i 
and, in order to facilitate the enterprize, the cc^unc 
of St. Pol attempted to furprife the caftle of Merck \ 
but he was repulfed by the garrifon of Calais, even 
after he had made a lodgment in the court-yard of 
the caftle. 

Henry giieffed from thefe infolent infraftions 
v/hat he had to expeft from the French miniftry^ 
in cafe his affairs Ihould aflume an unfavourable 
afpeft in England •, and for that reafon was very 
folicitous to fupprefs the Welfli rebellion. He had 
nflembled a council of the nobility; in order to ob- 
tain a fupply of money, which he was aftiamed to 
aik of the parliament, bccaufe it had fo lately ac^ 
commodated him. with a confiderable fubfidy : but 
the nobility abfolutely refufed to comply with his 
recjueft ^ and he met v/ith the fame repulfe from;. 
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clie clergy. By this time, apoworful £M5lion was ^' ^' '♦•i* 
/ormed againft his adminiftratiort. RichardScropc 
archbiftiop cf York, and brother to die. carl of 
Wiltlhire, who had been beheaded atBrifto]^ en-{ 
l^s^ged in a league with Thomas! Mowi)ray .earl 
mareichaL and the earl of. .Northumberland, tot 
make another effort to dethrone Heciry, in favoui; 
of Mortainer ; and the lords Bardolfe, Hailihgs^ 
Falcon bridge, and many other noblemen and, gcn-^ 
tlem^n; joined in the a0bciadon. Having irvied 
a confiderable army at York,, they pui;diihed.a:ma< 
nifeflo ag^n^ the kingf containing nine articles, 
importing, that Henry, when be arrived in Eng- . 
land^ had protefted and fworn that he came ior no ' 
otHer purpofe but the rccoveryjof bis priyac6.eftate9 
wichouthaving any preteniions to the crowii, which 
he hevertheiefs ufurped : that, like an arcbrtitaitor* 
he had imprifoned his foverdgn^ compelled him to 
refign his royal dignity, and then put him to death 
in a barbarous manner : that,- iince the death of 
Richard, he had unjuftlyrdctaincd the crown from - 
Edmund Mortimer earl of. Marche, to whom. it 
lawfully belonged : that he had deprived feveral 
perfofes of their lives, for no other ^rime than that 
of endeavouring to*reform the abufes of the go* 
vernment \ and imprifoned bifhops by his fok au- 
thority, contrary to the laws of .the kingdom : that 
he had oppreffed the people with'unnecefTary taxes, ^ 
and intimidated them by threats from. complaining 
of the grievance : that he had violated the privi- 
leges of the nation, ^nd broken the 6ath he had 
taken at his coronation, by encroaching upon the 
freedom of eledlions for members of parliament : 
that, in a parliament held at Weftminiler, he had 
given his voluntary aflent to a pernicious ftatute 
againft the church of Rome, and the power don- 
ferred upon St. Peter and his fucccflbrs \ in confe^r* 
qyence of which ftatuce, fimony, perjury, ^nd o^hpr^ 

4ifordcr3 


568 HISTORY of ENGLAND; 

A.C. 1405. diforders were introduced among the clergjr as weti 
as the nobiKty^ who fold vacant benefices to i^nqua* 
Med perfbns : tfaat^ notwichftanding the repeated 
ibilicitattonfi of his council, he hadtefufed to pay 
^he ranfom of the earl of Marche ; faUe^y* diarg* 
ing tbst nobienlan with having volunurUy fvirren* 
dered himfeif prifoiter to Owen Glendourdwy : cbai 
thefe were the caufes which indxiced tbeo^ to take 
anm, with defign to dehmer the nation from the 
Cppreflion of fuch a tyrant, and fet (he lawful heir 
upon the throne of England. 
They «^ Ralph carl of Weftnioreland being apprifed of 
ud^en by their iiRierttion, railed a body of troc^is; and, join-* 
Kaipheari ing the fofces undcr John of Lancaftcr, warden of 
^Jdand. the £aft Marches, advanced againft the revolting 
lords, in order to fupprefs the rebellion, before 
they fliouid be joined by the earl of Northonober-r 
land. He feand them encamped on Sbiptofi-Moor, 
about two leagues m the northward of York ^ but^ 
perceiving they already oucnumbered his fotlowerfi^ 
and Waited with impatience for^an engagement, he 
alcensd^s plan, arul refolred-to defeat them by 
ihisra|;em or treachery. He fent an agent to pior 
pofe an interview, which being granted* he n^et 
the archhifhop of York, the earl marefchal, and 
the red of the confederate lords, in fight of both 
Armies. There he proteilSed that he heartily con- 
curred With diem in their concern for the welfare 
aa(d profjperity of his country ; and in general ap- 
proved the articles of their maniiefto. Then he 
propo&d fome meafurK for the accompliflimeiic of 
their defign ; and cajoled them in fucb a manner, 
that they were convinced of his being a fincere well* 
wither to the fcheme tbey hadprojeded. He called 
Ibr wine, and they drank together in token of- 
amity : he even affe£bed to embrace them with the 
moft xrordial afieftioh ; and ordered his attendants 
to retire^ as a proof of his confidence in their ho- 

nour 
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fteur and friendlhip. This frank manner of pro- a. c. 1405. 
ceeding had fuch an effeft upon the confederates 
tiiat they likewife difmiffed their followers^ who 
^vere no fooner out of fight, than WeftnK>celand's 
guard returned at fuU fpeed, and ieized the arch- 
Infliop and Mowbray, before they coukl receivit 
any feccofir from their adherents. Their army be^ 
ing thus deprived of their chiefs, was feized with 
confternatioo, and difperfed imnnediately : the eapf 
of Northumberland being informed of this difkfter, 
todk refuge in Berwick, of which he was governor^ 
and from thence retired with lord Bardolfe to Scot^ « 
land. Henry was on his march to the North, 
when the archbiihop and Mowbray were furprtfed 
by Weftmordand, who delivered them imo his ma* 
jefty^s hands at the caftle of Poni^frad. The king 
ordered the liberties of York to be feized ^ and, 
when he arrived at Bi(hopfthorp, om the eighth day 
of June, commanded Sir William Gafcoigne, chi^ 
juftke of England, to try the archbifliop for high 
creafbn : but he declining the office, Sir William 
Fulthorp, another judge, pronounced fentence of 
death againft him as a traitor ; and he was beheaded 
immediatdy after condemnation. 

He had acquired fuch a charaifter for iandtty, 
and died with fuch compofure and reiblotion, thoic 
Ae common people looked upon him as a martyr ; 
and be was (aid to work miracles after death . He was 
the firft bifliop that ever fufierad death ki England, 
by a fentence of the civil judge ; and che pope was 
fo much ineenied at this infringement of €cclefiafti- 
cal liberty, that he excommunicated all wko ware 
concerned in his death and cofidrmnation. Mow- 
bray earl marefchal fuSered in the iame manaer, 
without arraigitment, tri^, or defence; and heavy 
fines were impofed upon the reft who had been en * 
gaged in the infurre^on. The lands and caflles 
belonging to the earl gf Northttmberland and the 

lord 
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A. c. r405. lord Bardolfe were corififcared ; . and all the military 
tenants of the crown fummoned to meet at Ne^- 
caftle^ from whence the king propofed to niarch in 
perfon, and undertake the fiegc of Berwick. . Be-* 
KortSIim^^ fore he approached the place^ thofe twp noblemen 
wiand and had fltd to Scotland^ leaving the cor^mand of the 
Bwdolfe t<>wn to Sir William Greyftock, who was well pre- 
flyinto pared for a vigorous defence. But pne of the 
Scotland, towers being denwliftied by the fhot from a large 
piece of cannon, the garrifon was fo intimidated, 
that he was obl^ed to furrender the place without 
farther refiftance. Werkwprth, Alnwick> and the 
/earl's other caftles in that country, were reduced 
with equal eafc by Henry, who, having quelled the 
commotions of, the North, dire(3:ed ^lis arms againft 
Owen Glendourdwy,' by this time rendered more 
and nj6re formidable by his French alliance. While 
Walfing. the king was employed in fettling the affairs of the 
y""- North, the marefchal de Mqntmorency arrived 'm 
Wales with a numerous fleet, from, which he landed 
twelve thoufandmen ; then, joining Glendourdwy, 
took Caermarthen, Worcefter, and feveral other 
f>laces, ravaging the country with fire and fword, 
and carrying off an immenfe booty. Henry beg^h 
his march from the North, in order to ftop the 
progrefs of thofe invaders ; but he was retarded in 
fuch a manlier by bad weather, that, before he. ar- 
rived in the Marches of Wales, the French auxili- 
aries were embarked, and the feafon fo far advanced^ 
that he could undertake nothing of confequenoe 
againft Owen> who found means to intercept fifty 
waggons, laden with provifions and money for tl>e 
fubfiftence of the army. This misfortune haflened 
. ids retreat towards London, where he applied to 
the biihop3 for a frelh fupply, which was granted 
in the next convocation, 
A.c.r4oe AH the difturbances within the kingdon> of Eng- 
land bdog now fuppreiTed^ Henry convoked a par- 
liament 
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1 lament in the beginning oMVIarch 5 and, in order ^•^- **^- * 
to render the members propitious to his dc%ns, !^^"JJ;thtbe 
gave his aflenr, without fcruple, lo an ad for fe- Scots, in «- 
curing the freedom of elcftions, which he himfelf Jhofe n^i<r- 
had encroached upon \r\ the lafl parliament. Then meniahi» 
he demanded a fupply, which they bluntly refufed; ^**^*^' 
alledgingy that their former fubfidtes had been 
A|uandered away without any benefit to the nation* 
Henry was extremely incenfed at this mortifying 
repulle, but diiSembled his refentment, and refblved 
«> tire them. into compliance. The feflion was con- 
tinued till the latter end of Auguft, to the infinite * 
prejudice of their private affairs, and great expence 
of the conftituents who payed their wages ; and then 
they voted a fubfidy, under fuch reftriftions, how- 
ever, that Henry could not touch above fix thou - 
fluid pounds fdr his own uie» the reft having been 
apprppriated to the public feryices. A ftatute was 
enacted, intailing the crown upon Henry's fohs, 
and their male iifue ; but as this was a deviation 
from the ufual courfe of fuccellion, the adt was af ^ 
ter wards repealed, and a fettlement made upon the 
iieirs general, that the females might not be ex> ^ 
eluded. During the fefiion of this parliament, the Rot.PadL' 
king carried on a private negotiation with fome 
Scottilh noblemen, who promifed to deliver the earl 
of Northumberland and the lord Bardolfe into his 
hanjds, on coqdition that he would releafe without 
ranibm their relations who h^d been taken at the 
battle of Holmedpn. The fugitive lotds had taken 
refuse with the lord Fleming, a nobleman of ho- 
nour, who receiving intimation of the fcandalous 
comp^dl, afiifted his guefts in making their efcape 
to North Wales, where they met with a cordial re- 
,-ception from Glendourdwy. 

The contraft between Henry and the Scots was ^^^^JJI"^ 
managed by the duke of Albany, brother to Ro- Lai^*as« 
bertlU. king of Scotland, who, having defigns pj^^^^'^y 

upon^ 
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A.Q.14U. upon £hQ croMTtt to the prgudice of his nepiiewlj 
maintained a friendly correlpondence with Henrys 
who he hoped would aiiift him in Ms ufarpatioo, 
Robert was a prince of fuch weak intelleftst and 
fi> (lothful and irre iblute^ that the duke of Albany 
had already engroflfed the whole admimftration^ and 
gained fuch an alcendenq^ over the king^ that tht 
Ample monarch durft not avow hia fentiments Qit 
thofe fufcyefts that moft nearly concerned the iniereft 
of his own family. The dukie, on pretence eS fone 
irregularities) had extorted an order from Robert 
to confine his eldeft fon David prince of Scotland 
in the caftle of Falkland, whefe that unhappy 
prince was ftarved to death by his inhuman uncle; 
The father being appriied of this tragedy, and 
. afraid of taking vengeance upon the perfidious 
aftor, refbived to remove his other fon James wich* 
out the reach of Albany^s influence, and fent him 
on board of a ihip to be conveyed to France lor 
his education. This young prince, w4io had at^ 
<ained the fourteenth year of his age, was provided 
with two tutors, whom the fath^ fumifted widi 
letters of recommendation, not only to the Fiienck 
minlibry, but alib co Henry king of England, in 
cafe the prince (hould be Anytxi into any part of 
his territbries by ftrefs of weather. James bdng 
very much inconmK)ded by the naufea, to which 
many people are fubjeft at fea, was fet afliore on 
the coaft of Norfolk. There he w^ immediatdly' 
^apprehended and btoug^ to Henry, who commii- 
ced him prifoner to the Tower^ in violation of the 
truce chat ftill fubfifted between die two natkms % 
and the r^hts of hofpitality , to the benefit of which 
he was pathetically recommended by his unhappy 
father. That prince died of grief in three dsiys 
a&er he received the tidings of his (bn*s capti^ty 1^ 
and the duke of Albany contin.ued to aA as regeilC 
of the kingdom, in wJuch capacity he renewed the 
truoe with England, In 
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In the cowrfe of this year, the French fleet ap- ^^^06. 
proached the ctoaft of Wales, in order to fuccour The king 
Owen Glendourdwy ; but being overtaken by a efo^^te- 
terrible tempeft, the greater nunpiber of their vef- ingtakq^it 
&k perilled, and the remainder remmed to Brit- ^' 
tamy in a fliactered condki^xn. Mean while the city 
of Lioildon was afllided with a dreadfol plague^ 
liiat ^pc off vaft numbers of the inhabitants ; and 
the kiDg> in* order to avoid the contagion, refided 
in the caftle of Ledes in Kent. Having pafled 
part of the fummef in thi^ habitation, he refolved 
to vifit another coantry-houfe irt fforfolk by fea, 
and went on board of a fmall vefle^ attended by 
fecw fliips loaded with his ba^age and domeftics. 
In thjd fliort voyage he was attacked by the French 
CPUiferS) V9ho took all his fervancs and equipage, 
yAAlt he himfdf efcaped with the titmoft difficulty, 
not wifihoot fufpefting that he had been betrayed- 
by fome of his domeftics. This year is likcwife 
isfftarkabte for the death of the famous Sir Robert 
KnoUes, who had acquired fb much military repu- 
tation in the reign of Edward IIL and now died 
ki Kent in extreme old age, after having lived in 
{MPivate many years, Ufaiverfally efteenried and be- 
loved for his humanity and benevolence. . Wajfing. 

Henry's affairs had been fo fituated fince his ac- a, c. 1407; 
eeffion to the throne, that he had never been able to The doke of 
^are the troops for the defence of Guienne; and ^jj^*"^/^' 
the French' taking advantage of his negled: in this direaionof 
particular, made a conftant practice of wrcfting the ^^^'^^Jf 
places of that province out of his hands, either by 
open force, or bribing the govetefors to furrendcr. 
The duke of Orleans, who h*d all along treated 
VknPf with the molt provdcing infolence, made 
another fpuitlefs attempt upon Bourg and Blaye, 
while the duke of Burgundy renewed his fchemc 
o^ befie|iiig Calais. Kfe did not venture, how- 
ever, JO engage in this eiiterpFtze ; - and k)udly 
• N^. 36. T ' complained 
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A. c. i4«7- complained that the duke of Orleans had wilfully 
thrown obftacles id the way of his defign. The 
quarrel between thefe two princes of the blood pro- 
3 ceeded to fuch a degree of rancour, that Orleans 

was afiaflinated by the emiflaries of Burgundy, who 
avowed the murder with impunity, although the 
defunft was the king's own brother. The death 
of the duke of Orleans, who had encouraged and 
protected the Bretons in their.hoftilitiesagainil the 
£nglifh, alarmed that people with apprehenfions of 
. their being left at the mercy of England, in cafe 
an accommodation (bould be effected between the 
two crowns •, they therefore willingly liftened to. 
Henry's propofal of a truce for one year, beforei 
the expiration of which they thought they (hould 
be able to judge of the fyftem of politics which the 
Aa.Pub. f rcnch court would purfue, Henry was not ig- 
norant of their views, though he diflembled his 
(entiments, and laid it down as a maxim, that it 
was more prudent to temporize with his neighbours, 
than be expofed to- the infults of his own fub* 
Henry con- jfeds. He concludcd, at this period^ a treaty of com- 
truccwlth merce with the duke of Burgundy and the Hates 
the Bretons. Qf Flandcrs ; and in Oftober convened a parlia- 
ment at Gloucefter, where he demanded a fubGdy, 
which introduced an inquiry into the application of 
the laft aid granted in parliament. Warm debates 
arofe on this fubje^t ; and the king's conduct was 
cenfured with great freedom. But at length they 
granted a fubfidy, though upon exprefs condition 
that he would not-demand another aid for two years^ 
nor load the fubjei5ts with any new charge or impo- 
. iition. Henry received it on thefe terms i and copies 
of the ftatutc were delivered to the members, that 
they might exhibit them in their refpedive coua* 
ties. 

. The king's fon. Thongs of Lancafter, had been 
fent plenipotentiary into France^ with full powiers 

• t« 


H E N R Y IV. ^75 

to conclude a definitive treaty with that kingdom ; ^*^* '407. 
and the French court appointed the duke ot Berry Rot- p^i- 
to treat with him upon the fubjcft ; but all the re- Northom-^ 
folt of their negotiation vfzs a truce with Guienpe ^^^*^ and 
for a few months, which the French employed in doi^Mc 
afljfting the WeMh rebela. The prince of Wales «.» ^nf"""^- 
had made confiderable progrcfs againft Glendourd- No^/and 
wy, infomuch that the parliament exprefled their ^* I'jf'?^ 
fatisfadion with his conduft : but he feems to have Rokeby^e. 
been reftrifted in point of troops or money i S.^^ 
for though he reduced the caftle of Aberyftwith, " ^ "* 
he could not prevent its being immediately reco- 
vered by Owen, affifted by the French, and rein- 
forced with the counfels of Northumberland and 
Bardol^. Thefe noblemen had made application a. 0.1401. 
to the courts of France and Scotland, which amufed^ * 
them with promifes of affiftance. But now that 
the duke of Orleans was dead, and the truce be- 
tween England and the duke of Albany renewed, 
they had very little reafon to expeft fuccour from 
thoie quarters ; and refolvcd, by the help of their 
own friends, and the other malcontents of the na- 
tion, to raife an infurreftion in the north of Eng- 
land. For this purpofe, they went thither and 
afiembled a large number of troops, which were 
reinforced by a body of Scottifh freebooters, and 
retook feveral caftles which the king had reduced 
after the battle of Shrewlbury. Henry was no 
fooner informed of thefe proceedings, than he fum- 
moned his military tenants, refolving to march in 
perfon" againft the rebels, who having advanced as far 
as Thirflc in the North Riding of Yorkihire, pub* 
lifhed a manifefto, declaring their intention was to 
redrefs the grievances of the nation, and inviting all 
its wcU-wifliers to join them in fuch a laudable un- 
deYtaking^ They were accordingly joined by great 
numbers of the country people, ill armed, and to- 
tally ignoranit of difcipline, who committed terrible 
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A. c. i^qS. c^utraces in their march, apd prpccccjed in tbc \i%- 
moft diforder. Sir Thomas Rpkcby (heriff of yoffe- 
fhire, knowing the king w^ in full march ^^in0: 
them wjth a confiderabi^ army, fummpi^ th;: fre<$* 
holders of th^ county, with their v^llal^, jand tqqfk^ 
poiOfcflion of the pafs at Ka^r^lbgrpHgh, vhjch t^y 
would not attempt to force i but turning off tq- 
wards Woll)erby, continued tbfif route, to, '|'a4- 
caftcr, from whence thpy marched to Brah^m- 
Moor, where the earl drew th^qi up in Ofdff oi 
battle. The fl^eriff foilovpd them at fome di^.9nf% 
in order to watch their n^ptions ; and bping. j^n$4 
in his march by a confid^rablc number of gfincle- 
men in the neighbourhood, refolved (o. gly$ th^ 
rebels battle without further hefitatipii. J^kfi ci^l 
of Northumberland was prepared for. dip 9^Bf]^^ 
his followers, however, did not long fuitaip the 
pnfet! The engagement b^an with gr^at fyry op 
both fides ; but the rebel army, confming eii;hcr p^ 
raw undifciplined pepplp irregularly arpied, pjr 
fuch as ferved in hope^of plunfder, were foon .brpkep 
and routed, in fpite of all the efforts of the earl c^ 
Northumberland, who, was killed on th^ field of 
battle. The lord B^rdplfe died of his wpurjds •, the 
abbot of Hales being takpn in armpur^ w^s h^f^ge^ i 
but the bifhop of Bangor's life was fp^red, b^a^uf^, 
thopgh taken on the fpot, he was found in h^is ott 
dinary habit. Henry had advanced as far a$ Np^- 
tingham, where he received the news pf this vie* 
toryi not withftanding which, he continued his 
march northwards aa far as York, where he pu? 

chron. ot- ^^^^^ ^^^ furviving rebels with death, fiqe, pr for^ 
tcrboum. feiture ; and rewarded Rokeby. with t^ie miuipr pC 
^y"^""- Spofford, part of Northun^beri^nd's fbrfeit;ed ^eftat?. 
Gicndourd.' After the defeat and death of the. earl of* Nqr^ 
Tedin^^'" thumberjand, Owen Gjendourdyvy's affairs declii^c4 
apace. Princre Henry was fo aftiye and fuf celsfi^ 
in his operations, that, in tlxe courfe of $his yea/i 
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he c<>mpkfed the conqoeft of South- Wales, and re- ^- ^- 'f^ 
duced Harlech in Merionechfhire ; fo that Owen was 
in a manner be(ieged in Snowdun, where he was 
greatly Rraitned for fubfiAen^x. From thence he de- 
tached part of his troops to ravage Shropfhire, under 
the command of Rees Du and Philjpot Scudamore^ 
his two beft officers, who were defeated, taken, and 
^ecuted at London. As Owen's fortutie began to 
/Change^ he. was gradually forfalcen by the bed: part 
<rf" his adherents, who fubmitt^d, and were par* 
lioned by prince Henry. He himfelf might have 
enjbyed the latne indulgence, could he have ftopped 
to fuch fiibmilSon : but he chofe rather co lead the 
remainder of his life as an independent vagrant, 
ihiftihg from place to place, than to purchafe fafecy 
and eafe at the expsnce of freedom • For two years 
he led t^is wandering life, fometimes at the head 
of t jpaf ty, and fometimes quite foHtary ; and at 
lad died at his daughter's houfe in Herefordfhire^ 
where he was entertained in the difguife of a fhep« 
htt^. The fuccefe oi Henry's arms was not limited 
ti^ England and Wales. The commerce of the king- a. c. 14091 
dom having beeh greatly diftrefled by the pyrates 
0f Bricmny, the king fent the earl of Kent, w.ith a 
ftfong fquadron^ agairift the town' of Brehac, which 
•was the chief ritffl: of thofe corfairs. That noble- 
maki attacked the place with great gallantry; but 
die Bretons made fuch a vigorous defence, that he 
Was repulftd^ after having received a wound in his 
ke^ which proved mortal. The Englifh, enraged 
at the death of their commander, gave another af- 
•fiii;^ wkh fuch fury, that they ciarried the place> 
jpQt aH who were found in arms to the fword, and 
^brought the reft as prifoners to England.. 

The fchifm ih the church ftil! continuing, thro' ^^»^/" '\ 
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a fucceifion of popes and antipopes, the princes of continued. 
Chriftendbm, in ot:der to abolifh a conteft which 
Jefledied difgraCe upon religion, and expofed all 
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A. c. M09. £urope to numberlefs inconveniencies and vexations, 
prevailed upon the cardinals of each party, to con^ 
voke a general council at Pifa, to which Benedifk 
XIII. and Gregory XIL the competitors for the pa- 
pacy, were fummoned to make good their preten- 
lions. As they did not think proper to appear, the 
council declared them perjured heretics, and ftripped 
them both of the pontifical dignity which they aflumed. 
At the fame time the cardinals being empowered to 
chufe a new pontiff, ele&ed Peter Philargi, a Can* 
diot, who took the name of Alexander V. Before 
the meeting of the council, Henry had writ a let- 
ter to Gregory, exhorting him to refign his preten- 
fions with a good grace: but this remonftrance 
having produced no effefir, the king was no (boner 
informed of the new eledbion, than he publilhed a 
proclamation, commanding his fubjeds to acknow- 
Aarubj ledge pope Alexander.' The clergy of England 
Were not fo much difturbed by the (chifm, as by 
the progrefs of WiclifF's dodrine, which feemed to 
thrive under perfecution -, fo that the number bf its 
followers daily increafed, and fome dodors of Ox- 
ford maintained it publicly, both by preaching and 
writing, until the bifhops obtained an order from 
the king, commanding the heads of the univerfity 
to meet and examine the books of WiclilF: As the 
greater number was ftill attached to the oki doc- 
trine, the books were condemned j and all the 
members of the univerfity foibid to tl^ch or ;»-each 
the doArines they contained, on pain of degradation. 
A.c.t^io. ^ parliament meeting at Weftminfter on tbe 
m^TctiU? twenty fcventh day of January, feveral provifions 
mons dif- were made againit alienations ; and the commons 
•*^' brought in a bill againft frauds in. returning-officers^ 
to which the king affcnted with feluaancc, Thtn 
he demanded afubfidy to defray the expence of die 
government ; and the commons took this occafion 
to renew their addiefs againft the clergy. The ma- 
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jority of that houfe leaned towards Lollardifm; a-C. 1410, 
and therefore they prcfented two addrefles to his 
majefty ; in one of which they reprefented, that 
the clergy made a bad ufe of their wealth, convert- 
ing it to purpofcs widely different from thofe for 
which it was intended by the original donors:' 
that their revenues, being fufficient to maintain one 
hundred and fifty earls, fifteen hundred barons, fix 
thovfand^two hundred knights, and one hundred 
hospitals, ought to be appropriated to thefe ufes ; 
in which cafe the kingdom would be in a better 
poftureof defence^ the poor more comfortably fup- ^ 
ported, and the clergy more attentive to their duty. 
In the other addrefs, the commons petitioned that 
the aid pafled againft the Lollards might be re- 
pealed, or at leaft mitigated; for the cafe of the 
fubjeft. Henry, being no longer over-awed by the 
fear of inteftine trouble and foreign invafion, began 
to difcover that arbitrary difpofition which he had 
hitherto endeavoured to conceal. Inftead of com- 
plying as formerly with the demands of his com- 
mons, he replied, with great feverity, that he nei- 
ther wotild nor could confent to their petitions, and 
peremptorily forbade them to meddle for the future 
with the affairs of the church : not that he had the 
leaft regard for the clergy, but h^ chofe to efpoufe 
their intereft in oppofition to the commons, whom 
he was refolved to humble. With regard to the 
Lollaix]s, he faid, that far from aflTcnting to the 
repesU of the ad, he wifced that a more rigorous 
ftatute might be paffcd, in order to extirpate fucH 
an execrable herefy. The commons, difappointed 
in this hope, demanded that clerks, accufed of fe- . 
iony or other crimes, might riot be judged in courts 
6f ecclefiaftical judicature, becaufe daily experience 
proved that fuch malcfailors always efeaped the 
punilhment they deferved to undergo. This rcqueft 
was likcwife rejcftcd by Henry, who aflfeftcd upon 

T 4 this 
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A.C. 1410. t]^*^ cccafibn an extraordinary zeal for the cccle£af« 
tical intereft. He &emed bent upon niortifyiog the 
commons ; for, though he knew they were in ge* 
neral favourers of WickliiF's tenets, he figoed a 
deach -warrant againfi: one Bodby, a t^ylor, who had 
exclaimed againib the dodrine of the real prefence 
in the facrament. That poor fanatic was brought 
to the flake } and, when the fire began to confuntie 
his body, uttered fuch difmal ihrieks and exclama- 
tions, that the prince of Wales, who was prefeat 
at the execution, commanded the fire to be extin- 
guiflied. When the miferable vidim recolleded 
* his fpiritSi the prince offered to procure his pardoa, 
and allow him a penfion for life^ if he would re* 
cane : but he refu/ed to live upon fuch terms ; . and^ 
the fire being re*kindled, died a martyr to his per^ 
fuafion. The commons confidered the executtoo of 
this man as an outr^eous aggravation of the refuiai 
they had already fuftained ^ and feized the firft op« 
portunity to manifefl: their refentment. When the 
king demanded permiffion to levy a certain yearly 
fubfidy, even though the parliament (hould not bo 
^fiembled, they rejeded the propofal with marks of 
aTperity i nor would they have granted a fubfidy for 
the occaQons of the ftate, had not be repeated hia 

waifin fo^^cf expedient of detaining them until they wero 
"^* t^ed into complaifancc^ 

JfSif*^!! ^" ^^^ courfe of this year, the truce with Scot- 

m at fuf land expiring, hoftilitiesi were renewed on the bor^ 
ders, and the Scotu0i crujfi^ers interrupted the na- 
vigation and trade of the Englifh* In order ta 
chaftife tbefe adventurers, Robert de HumfreviUe^ 
yice- admiral of En^apd, entered the ^ritb. of Hdio-^ 
burgh with ten capital ihips, and notqply deftfOjfed 
the naval force of Scotland, but. ravsu^edi the wMa 
co^fl; ', from whence he brought o|F ^cUa bootjs la 
gpods, corn, and cattle 21s removed the horrors. o£ 
f dearth in th^ nortb of England y wJjiece he ac« 

<^uiiTcd 
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quirai the a{)pell«tion of Robert MendmarkeL At ^* ^* h>o* 
the fame time Sir John P^dei^race and WiHiam 
Long were ient to fea, with a fleet to $£Jt a^ainft 
the French corfairs> of wbkh they effectually kovtr* 
ed the chanael : but^ whether they had entered into 
ibme private engagement with Henry touching the 
prizes, which agreement they did not ohferve, or 
ofiended him in ibme other patticulars of their con- 
duct ^ he iiTued a warrant to arreft Pendetgrace when 
he came afhore^ and that officer was obliged to 
take fanduary in the porch of Weftminf^ef^Abbey, 
where he was furrounded by a guard . of fidldiers^ 
and continued for ibme time, until he thought pro^ 
per to throw himielf upon the mercy of the king» 
who committed him to piifon. Thomas Beatiforf> 
admiral of England, was ibit with a fquadron in 

Eurfuit of Long, who would not .fubmit until he 
ad obtained a capitulation, by which he wiis ex- 
empted from all proiecution. 

About this period^ fewral negotiations we« car- ^-^hi"* 
ried on in difierent parts of the continent^ and pro^ h^^^£ 
duced a pralongaiion of the. truce with France for ^^^^ 
five years, with CaftHe for. two, and with Brittany ***"** 
for ten : but a treaty was concluded with the dukie 
€j( Burgundy, the nature of ^hich it will B6t be 
improper to ex^ain. After thi^ pritice had ef^ 
feded the aiTaflrmation of. the duke of Orkaiis, ha 
fetired to his dominielis in Fkifllderiii with a view 
ia reftore |he brother of hia dqtcheisv who had bedn . 
txpeUed from the bifliopric ckF Liege by tkfe inha** 
bitants of that city. While* he was employed in AaPub. * 
makijn^ preparations for this* war,, the dutehef<i of • 
Orleans, with her three foos^ went to the Fi^ench 
court, and, throwmg chemftlves at* the king's feer> ' 
demanded juitice againft the murderer of has bro» 
ther. Akhough t& duke c^ Buigvndy had ob* 
tailed his pardons £ar this mi^irder, his enemies had 
fuck credit with the eourt^ tha^ the pardon was re- 
voked, 
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A. a 14H . voked, and he declared an enemy to the ftate. 
Mean while the duke marched againft the Liegieois, 
over whom he obtatnisd a complete vidory, which 
was no iboner known at Paris, than his adverfaries 
left that city, where he had a great number of par- 
tifans, and retired to Tours with the king, who 
was not in a condition to regulate his own con- 
duft* The duke of Burgundy, being informed of 
thcfe tranfaftions, fct out immediately at the head 
of four thoufand horfe for Paris, where he was re- 
ceived with triumphal honburs ; and the citizens, 
at his ^Jcfire, fent deputies to the king, to requeft 
that he would returrt to their city. Charles, who' 
happened to be in one of his lucid intervals, de- 
clared that he would not countenance the enemies of 
the duke of Burgundy ; and, returning immedi-- 
atcly to Paris, employed fome of the moft confi- 
derable perfons of tlie ftate to mediate an accom- 
modation between that prince and the children of 
his brother the duke of Orleans. With great dif- 
ficulty they fucceeded in their endeavours : the 
young duke of Orleans, who had juft attained the 
fixceenth year of his ag^, found himfelf obliged to 
be reconciled to his mortal enemy ; and his 
mother died of grief at the triumph of her huf- 
band's murtherer, who now feized the reins of the 
ifexefau adminiftration. 

?^*8^1fed^ H«iry of England, having always at heart'an 

k^c'dlke alliance with France, refolved if pofllble to tfft& 

^J^' a match between the prince of Wales and one of 

*' '* the daughters of the duke of Burgundy : but this 

prince was itot- fo >*rell eftabliflied as the king of 

England imagidfed. The dukes of Berry, Orleans, 

Alenjipn, and Brittany, with the Counts of Cler- 

mont and Armagnac, aflembling at Gien, formed 

an aflbci^tion againftthe duke of Burgundy, and 

advanced at the head of an army towards Paris. 

Their antagonift, ^ who had the king in his power, 

af- 
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aflembled a body of forces, and prepared for their ^'^' '♦'«• 
recq^tion ; but both fides feemed averfe to a battle^ 
which muft have been fatal to France, whatever 
pany might have gained the viAory. Meafures 
were therefore taken for an accommodation, which 
was concluded, on condition that the duke of Bur- 
gundy ffaould quit Paris; that* the confederates 
ihould not enter that city, nor any chief of dther 
faction repair to court, uhleis commanded to give 
his attendance, by letters under the great feal. The 
duke of Burgundy, in conformity with this agree- 
ment, retired to the Low Countries *, but the con^- 
federates did not aft with the fame fcrupulous in« 
tegrity : the other was no fooner arrived in his owa 
territories, than they levied another army, and ap- 
proached Paris, in hope of enriching thetnfelves 
with the plunder of that city, which wiis of the 
Burgundian fa£tion^ The place was accorctingly 
invefted ; and the diike, finding himfelf duped by 
the perBdy of his enemies, immediately concluded 
an alliance with the king of England, who lent a 
confiderable body of archers to his afliftance. Thai 
reinforced, the dujke began his march; but the 
Fleniings and Picards, who comppied his army, 
quarelling after be had reduced the town of Ham, 
difperfed and returned to their own habitations ; to 
that the duke found himifdf abandoned by all but 
the Englifli auxiliaries, under the earl of Arundel, 
amounting to eight hundred men at arms and one 
tlK>ufand bowmen. With thefe he proceeded to 
JParis, the blockade of which had been fome time 
formed by the duke of Orleans ; and, forcing his 
way through the quarters of jthe enemy, entered 
the city, amidft the^ acclamations of the people*. 
As the Englifh troops were not very agreeable to 
the inhabitants, who looked upon them through 
the mift of national prejudice, the duke refolved 
|o eitipby his au^uliaries in a&ion, not dodbting 

but 
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A*€. >4if . tint their exphms woald foak iteonciM thtei to die 
Par iAan5. Oiv the very iiekc day afbel- their arri^ 
itMi hd ordered theiti to attack the iiinptntsmt pofts 
vf Mdittmartre and La Chappelle^ frbm* whidi 
ch«y drcrve the enemy wkh g#eat flaughcer $ and m 
a fiM day& after this atchiieiremenry thtf attacked 
St. CloMj which Was defended by Tiri ahd Boar* 
itdnyriXki two officers of eqoal c6urage and iitpcru 
cncey at the bead of the heft troops m France : biit, 
notwitbftaitding idl the endeaT6tni of the defend* 
onts^ the EngliSn fbppbrted by a body of Picarcb 
and a^tiSuASf carried oh the affimlt with inch- hrre>> 
Mible fury^ that the plixe was take*^ about, mine 
iinndred geotiemen pot to the fwotd^ dnd a great 
MtiAber taken prifoners. The Icifs of theie places 
^I^cd the duke of Orleans to raife the UOckade 
of Paris, and retire towards the pt^ovinces, where 
his ttoops^ di^fed. A&tt his retreat tht diske <jf 
fititgnndy reduoM all tbe caRles iaiA fortrefles ik 
thb Ifle of France, which had beeA feizid by the 
lOtkci faftion ^ and his foccefe encAvraged great 

waifiBg. ^p2f I Qf |)|^ kitag^m to diiclare in his? fii^our . 

Henry pafTct. MesUi whtle theEngUfli parliament^ ttieeting on 

ll^fftyf ,the twelfth diy of Novtmbe^ weft fo well pJeafed 

wkh the French expedition^ that^ in an; addrefe to 

.his mi^efty, they defirid ehiuika^ tni^ be gi^&k 

. jio (She ptince and die rdft of the couiiftllors, 9p^ 

I^Hntcd bf (he lalb pirlaament tb fupcSrihtertd the 

appttcatioit of the pubkc mohey. Then they pe* 

'titK>fled that » general . aiUAefty, under the grett 

f^y tntghc be pafled iri fayoui' of all his maj^fty^s 

.fi|jb;)(ifts; and the king,co0nplted with theii'rt^queftt 

i^i^epiing no perfdns from that adt. of graie but 

Owen* ^ndourdwy^ with hi$ confederates^ add 

thofe who were guilty of rape or rant der. Iti con* 

rlideration of this ^onteffioil, the cpmrnclrls griuiced 

p fil^dy foir tht occafiom of the king^ itid foitie 

M^%vi»m, were^made toaihitt^ the idrorntotion of 

2,4 the 
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.Vpqo ^his QfCflAoB Ws tjir^ {Qf», John» ThomUp 
<^4 jHuiPRbmy, wpre crc*tei. dwkes oK CJtarence* 
JR^fof^, ^ Qiwqsft^r j and Hf»ry'# ,owii bra^ 
t^r «irw i94d(S ^ of Dor^^C- 

Clvirlf & kwg of Frwcc, nsQTfiiog the uft of ^- ^- hi«. 
]ii,i5 JAteljip^^ df cUre4 wrmly w faww of the ^l^; 
duke of JlyrgQpdyf 9P^ rimQyt4 %\l thd gwat of t«aty,witk 

ficers of (l^, wfep. h*4 Iwp cog^gpd m ^ fftftion ^^Jlc'rac. 

of Of IcRrM^ known by the RW?w of Arn04gn4C*i ti^n. 
from tj^ CQUoi; of that defioiqiAataon. The dgkc 
^ B^gUOdy, thw ftrfJPgthWf d by thfi whole in- 
teripft of <h^ ipy»l fajwily, anfj ihe favour of the 
J^rifiaiisi, begw to txciH: hi§ Englifli auxilfariea 
Vi^ iadiffff^nce, aad eyad^ ih^ ^Ofi/^moutioa of 
th^ iPfttcH bftt^wM hjs d^UghtcjF ^iid the prinoe of 
Wales, yhish h»^ been. fli4piula»4 ip his treaiy of 
alliappB with ticpry. Thq chie^ of the Armagnac 
£u^ioA beipg ^1 apprifdd) of thAfe curcu(i\ftaoces« 
fnd prefuiniM upon thQ rtkntpii^nt of H^ry tsob 

if^rds thp dufar, who had t]i«?, Qoade a tool of him 

fof hii; owi^ pwpofes, refolv^d to g^ia him over 
tfl their ifltwc^, ia hope that ^p ^JUarjcq with.Ei>g- 
liajifl wovt^d throw the ba}^iv:e in thtm f^ivoun 
jiaying ^flfernblpd a^; Bo^rg^S:^ W;h«« they dclibe-r 

r^d op this fv^jeft, thc^y feat dep^uea to trrat 

with Henry* ^nd n^ajke fMch Oiisw s^ wre lifcejy 
fip detach him from th^ Burgundim ia&ion. The 

d^ke m fi?pn€jF waj i^form^d o^ this wgotiatioo, 

than, h^ kM amba0H4ofi^ tq preft the coubclufion of 
^ mi^riage:Contr^£);, whiph he. nad hitherto elud.« 
cd ; ajid ilenry pretppded to receive the propofai 
wjith pieai^i:e : but this af|eda;tioii was no more 
^^11 a £^t, catcu^t^d to esctpii; mQ«:e adv^ntage-c 
oq» t?rm?.fr«n tJiKe fa^ipn of Annagaac i and iq 
was aftsnd^. w«h thsd^fired c/feSt, The envoys 
of that confederacy no jlpnger l^fu^Cpdia COnrpljE? 
ing with ail his demands i and the treaty was con- 
cluded 
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A. c t4it cfoded on the following terms : The cohfedcrate 
^ princes engaged to deliver into the hands 6f ^ the 
Englilh king fifteen hundred towns, caftles^ or 
bailliages, which they poflefled in Guienne and For* 
tou : To conquer for him all the reft <^ theie pro- 
vinces that remained under the dominion of France; 
ib that he Ihould enjoy Guienne and its dependen- 
cieS) in the fame manner as it, was formerly enjoyed 
by his piedeceflbrs. On the other hand, Henry 
agreed that the duke of Berry (hould pofTefs Poi- 
tou for life, on condition of doing homage for 
it to the king of England, and furrendering to 
him in the mean time the towns' of Poitiers, Niort, 
and Lufignan. As for the other places, the 
duke was permitted to appoint governors, who 
Ihould bind themfelves by oath to give them up to 
the king of England immediately after the death 
of their mafter. It was agreed, that the duke of 
Orleans (hould retain the ducchy of Angouleme, 
and the count of Armagnac certain chatteianies in 
Guienne, on the fame conditions : and Henry un- 
dertook to fupply the princes with one thou (and 
men at arms, and three times that number of ar- 
chers, to rendezvous at Bloie, where they ihould be 
received and enter into the pay of the confederates. 

lifwm. This convention being ratified, the king beftowcd 
the command of this reinforcement upon his fecond 
fon Thomas duke of Clarence, who fet out on the 
expedition in the month of July, accompanied by 
the duke of York and Thomas Beaufort lord high- 
admiral of England. Henry himfelf intended to 
make a voyage in perfon to Guienne, to take pof» 
feffion of the places in that dutchy, according to 
the ftipuktion^ of the treaty ; but he was either 
prevented by ill health, or diverted from his pur^ 
pofe by a new turn, which happened in the affairs 
of France at that junfture. 

The 
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, The duke of Burgundy, while the leitgue be- a.c. t4i%, 
twecn Henry and the French prince was upon the i^ccnmmo- 
carpet, affembled an army and befieged them in^J^^^ 
Bourges, which they defended fo vigoroufly, in ex- <Jukc9 of 
pcftation of being relieved by the Englifh auxilia- j^J*^"^! 
ries, that he thought proper to ofier favourable •«». 
terms of accommodation. As they were ftill un- 
certain with refpe£t to the arrival of the £ngli{h 
fuccours, they embraced his propofals ; and the 
peace was ratified in all its forms. Meanwhile 
the duke of Clarence landing in Normandy, ad- 
vanced towards Blois with all poflible expedition, 
abftaining from all violence in his route, until he 
was informed of the accommodation ; then he con* 
fidered France as an enemy's country, and ravaged 
it accordingly. The duke of Orleans, in order to 
put a ilop to thefe outrages, delivered his own bro- , 
ther the count de Angouleme, as an hoftage for 
the payment of the money which was already due 
totheEnglilh forces; ai^ Clarence retired toGui- 
enne, where he recovered fome places for Henry, 
with the afllflance of the count de Armagnac and 
the lord of Albret, who were diffatisfied with the 
terms of the pacification. 

Henry had now furvived all his troubles; and i^«cfle«or 
the kingdom of England enjoyed the moft profound watol^* 
tranquillity. He had nothing to fear from France, 
diftrafted by its own inteftine divifions ; the Welfh 
fued for peace ; the regent of Scotland dreaded a 
rupture with England, left Henry fhould fend home 
the king, who was his prilbner ; and the malcon* 
tents in England were too inconfideraUe to attempt 
any thing further againfi: the government. During 
this calm, the king endeavoured to efface the im- 
preffions of fcvcrity, which his condud had made 
upon the people, by afiSeding a popularity and re- 
gard for the welfare of the fubjeft, which never 
fails 10 conciliate the aficwUgn of the Englifh in 

fa- 
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Ai c i4s^< favouf of their foTereiga. While be thus laboured, 
noc wtthouc Aicce&t to retrieve the repntatian he^ 
hivi k^9 his (m the prince of Wales feemed bcM 
upoa incurring the public arcrfion* He gave a 
IcKiib to aU kinds of debauchery ; and was fiir- 
i^wd^ by a crew i^ proftig^ wretches, who 
made a ftsiSikc of cctfomitting the moft illegal aAa 
Qf violefice. The i&ther was extremely mortified^ 
at thia degeneracy in his eldeft foo, who had al* 
<ead)» exJilbited rcpeatod proofs of his valour, con* 
duift, and gjenerofiiy ^ virtues whkk he now (eemed 
IQ renounce ^ and the nacion trembled at the pco« 
4^3^ of bis fucceedtog to the throne of England. 
Neverthe^ef^, in the midft of thefe eiorefies, the 
nobl^nefs. of his heart faemed every sow and thea 
tpensiergQ from the toirent by which it was over- 
whelm^ One of his, diffi>haee ccHnpanioba hav^ 
iDg been braught tei trial for fome mifdemeanor^ 
was,cQodeganed, noewithftanding all the imareft he 
CQMld make in his iavour ^ and he was {o exafpe* 
rated U the ifiue of the trial, that he ftnick the 
jpdge upon the boochu This magiftrate, whofe 
aame was Sir WiUiam Gafcoigne, behaved wstb 
the dignity that became lua o£Kce ^ he forthwith 
0r<iered the prince to be commined to pnfbn : 
and ysmng Henry^ by this, time, confcious of the 
flagiwt infvit he had ofibrod ta the laws of his 
CQMACry, fui&red himielf to be quietly condu&ed 
to gaol bf the officers, of juftice. When thia tranf < 
%£tiM was reponted. to the king, wha was an ex- 
cftieitf judge of mankind, he could not hdp ex)^ 
claming) . isx a tranfport of joy, ^^ Happy is 
^^ die kii^ who has a ma^fteate endowed with 
*^ qpyteage to ezocua^ the laws upon fuch an of- 
^' &ndee ;. and ftrlL more happy in having, a foq 
" whrft will fubmit tQ foch chaftifcment/* Henry 
was naturally jealous of the^ leaft (hadow of a>m-« 
l^etition^ and therefbise lent an. ear td' officious pa^ 

rafites. 
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ralkes, who infinuacfd thftt the f>rir»ce 4iiui an evU A.c.,t4iv 
defiga upon his crowfi and authority^ Such mfi* 
nuacions filled his bread with an^ety ; and per* 
haps he might have proceeded to fpine extremitiesi 
in order to aicercain his own fecurity, had not all 
his fiaipicioii been diipeUed by the prudent ftqp 
which the prince took, as foon as he was made ac)> 
quainced with the je^ufyoT his father. He re^ 
paired to the king's cpurt in a ftrange habit, inyent* 
ed as an emblem >tif t^e forrow and anxiety, of his 
heart. Demanding a private audience of the king, 
he threw hioiielf on his knees, and accofted hifn to 
this eSed : '^ I underftalid, my liege, that you 
^' fiifpedb me of harbourir^dejBgns to the prejudice 
•* of your crown and pcrfoa. I hjive inck^d been 
** guUty of cxccffes, for which 1 have juftly me- 
*• rited your difpleafurei but I take heaven to wit- 
** nefs, that I never entertained a thought repug- 
^^ nant to that duty and veneration I owe your ma« 
'* jefty. Xhple who,accu(e me of fuch intentions, 
^^ feek oniy to kiterrupt your repoie, and alienate 
*' your affeftion from your (on and fucte^flbr. 1 am 
^* therefore come hither to. beg you will enquire 
into my condu&i and if 1 be fqudd .guilty, T 
defire I may be puniOied with the utij)0ft Irigour. 
'^ This examination I demand^ as well for the fa- 
^* tisfadion of your majefty, as the vindication of 
*^ my own chara&er/* The king wab ib' pleafed 
with the franknefs and magnanknity of this ad* 
Idreft, that he embraced him with great tendernefs, 
declaring that his fufpicions were already effaced, ^*^' 
and that he would never entertain a thought for the. onrr"^' 
futurci to the prejudice of his loyalty and honour. ^«nc. 

Henry did not long o^utlive this interview. He a. c 1413. 
was feiscd with a diltenDper which Ibme authors ^'*^^,>f 
have cailfd a leprofy, ^nd others a kind of apo hc^iv. 
plexy, which recurred in fit^ that deprived htm 
p£ all feufation. This nsalady cQO{>^aung witn 
Numb. XXXVII. U fcroplcs 
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A. a 141 J. feruplcs bf confcience, touching the means he had 
ufcd to afcend the throne, and an idfc prophecy 
importing^ that he fhould die in Jerufalem, dtfpofed 
his mind to the duties of devotion ; and he took 
the crofs with full refolurion to confecrate the re- 
maining part of his Hfe to a war againft the infidels. 
Ife imported his defign to a great council affembled 
for that purpofc ; and, began to make preparations 
for the expedition, when his diforder increafed to 
fuch a. degree, that he was obliged to lay afide 
his intention, and think of a voyage which feemed 
to be of greater importance. As his conftitution 
decayed, his fears of lofing the crown redoubled, 
even to a childifh anxiety. He would not flcep 
iunlefs the royal diadem was placed by his pillow. 
One day he contini^d To long in a fwoon, that his 
attendants bcjlievcd he was afljuafly dead, and the 
prince of Wales coveyed the crown int.o his own 
•apartment. The king recovering the ufe of his 
fenfes, and perceiving the crown was removed, 
a(ked who had preiumed to take Jt from his pillow ? 
and underftanding the prince had carried it away, 
ordered him to be brought immecliately into his 
prefencc. When young Henry appeared, " What 1" 
faid the king, with marks of indignation, ** would . 
*^ you rob me of my dignity before my death ?** 
«* No,** replied the prince, «* thinking your majefty 
« was dead, I took the* crown as my lawful inhe- 
•♦ ritance I but now I fee you alive, I reftore it with 
<« much mort plcafarc •, and may God grant you 
♦* many happy days to enjoy it with peace.'* So 
- faying, he placed the crown upon the pillow 5 and 
having received his father's bleffing, retired. Th* 
' king was furprifed by his laft fit, at his devotior 
before the fhrine of St. Edward the Confeflbr i 
Wcftminftcr-Abbey, from whence iic was carrie 
to Jerufalem Chamber. Whcii he recovered froi 
his fwooR> and perceived himfelf in a ftrange jplac 
■ * -^ ' ■ 1 . 
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fie defired to ksiow If the apartment had any pirti- ^* <^- h'3* 
cular name, and being informed of its appellation, 
concluded that his laft hour approached, and that 
he fhould die, according to the prophecy, in Jeru- 
falem* In this fentiment, he defired to fee the prince 
, of Wales, whom he enriched with feme wholefome 
' advice touching his government : tdough he couM 
not help exprelling great uneafipcfs, with refpeft 
to his own ufurpation ^ as well aa concerning the 
duke of Clarence, who he feemed to think would 
difpute the fucceffion with Henry. The prince of 
Wales pronf)ifed to keep his exhortations engraven 
on his heart, and defired be would nuke himfelf 
eafy on account of the duke of Clarence ; for if 
chat prince (hould behave according to the didates 
of his duty, be might exped to be treated with 
.brotherly afTediDn i but mould he endeavour to 
difturb the lineal fuccelllon, he, the prince, would 
punilh him according to his demerit. The king 
feemed to be well pleaied with Henry's refolutxon ; 
and having recommended him to the protection of 
heaven, expired on the twentieth day of March, in 
the forty-fikth year of his age, and the fqurteenth 
of his reign, Henry IV. was of the middle ftature, 
well proportioned, and perfedi: in all tKe exercifes of 
arms and chivalry ; his countenance Was fevere ra- 
ther than ferene i and his difpofition four, fullen, 
and referved : be poHefled a great fhareof courage, 
fortitude, and penetration ; was naturally imperi- 
ous, though he tN'idled hia temper with caution ; 
fuperftitious, though without the leaft tindture of 
virtue and true religion % and meanly parfimonious, 
though juftly^cenfured for want of oeconomy, and 
ill-judged profufion. He was tame from caution, 
humble from fear, cruel from policy, and rapa- 
cious from indigence. He rofe to the throne by 
perfidy and treason \ cftablilhed his authority in the jjaii. 
blo^ of his fubjcds j and died a penitent for his Hoinng/hccf. 

U z fins^ ^' 
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A'C.f4is- fins, becaufe (^ could no longer eAJoy the fruits fii 
his tranfgrdfian ^ 

* Dqnog thii mp^ William of of the earl of Hereford, feme font ni 

Wickliain bifhop of Winchtfter, Sir two diughters ; aamely. Henry pni|CO 

Kobert Knollcs, and Richard Whit- of Wales, Who fucceeded him on tke 

tiagtOD nayor of London, diftinguiii- throne, Thomas duke of daring 

fi thcmfeitet for thor worki of cha- John dvke of Bedford, and Hpgi^ 

rity and pobllic foundation. . Gecflfrey phrey, who was by his hrotfa^r ere* 

Chancer and Johit Cower rendered ated dnke of Glonc^er. Blanche hit 

thcmielTes hmont fbr their poetry | eldcft daughter was aaarried to Levria 

and aie looked upon as tb^ firft A- ^ e]o£br of Palattne, and Phifip fff^ 

fiMinen of the Sngliih laog^ge. poufed Brie k|n| pf Penfoark «i4 

Hewy had by Mary Bohun^ dau£;]it4r Norway. 


IJ E N K Y 


i 


• 


t 293 1 

■ * ■■ • • 

HEN k Y V. 

THE death of Herny IV. would have been a. 0.14^3. 
v^f Iktl? regretted set any jun^ure by diQ ^^^7,^; 
.Engliflif asiong wti^ im was far from being po- tWe! 
pular! but now it wa$.the more agreeable as the 
jviiice cf Wales was ibeir <}arlHi^g, ndtwkhftaoding 
all the excravaftance and proQi^cy of his youths 
through which ^ey h^d aktady dtfeovered the daw« 
of great and gpdod qqaUties. This prince, who waa 
calk4 Henry of Mofimotith from the place d[ bit 
birth, had been educar^d ac Oxford under the eye 
(xf his iwcle the biih<^ of Wiochefter^ who was 
chancellor <^ thai umverilcy. We have already 
ieen how eafly in life^ he diflinguilhed his valour 
and military capacity, in the battle of Shfewibur v 
sayi the war with Owen Giendourdwy, ovar whofe 
troops be obcaned two fuf<ce(five vi6ix>ries. His 
father feen^s to have been jealou» of his t^elits a«id 
growing regyBtation ^ ^d for that reafbn to have 
pu^ a ftop to his warlike atchievefnents, and ex- 
cluded him frtim aU ihare in the eouncii or admt^ 
luftraifon. It w^ h^ this reee& from more impoif* 
t^mt av^oatiw^, (bat his buTy ^ius, rather thari 
be inafttve, iiurricd htm iftto thofe fcencs of de^ \ 
bauchef y #bieh in fome meafure tarniflied his re^ 
pQtatiofr; though they did not mwh mifbeconne a* 
prince 0f\ his youth and vivacity. Im«nediately af« 
ter his father's death, lue was proclaimed by ^ho 
name oC Henry V. ta th^ genef a) fatisfadligii of the 
nadon^ and the parliament meeting on the twemy^ 
fottrtb day of M;Mp<f h» ofiered to take the oath of 
allegiaiioe eVffn befdre hia coroMtion*, a pri^fat; 
wUeh he modeftly declined^ as an inftance of th«i^ 
CM&ditiice which he didf not deferve. He waa 

U 3 crowned 
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A. c. i4ij. crowned on the ninth of April, by the archbilhop 
of Canterbury, and b^gan his reign in fuch a ifian* 
ner, as captivated the hearts of his new fubjefts. 
"iiorand ^^ puWifhcd a general atnncfky for all crimes, cx- 
prudenw. ccpt murdcr and rape. He difcarded all the dilfolute 
' companions of his youth, after having exbortecf 
them lo attiend their lives, and provided foi* their 
ftibliftence. He chofe a hew council, confifting-of 
the wifeD: and beft men of the realm : he reformed 
the benches, by difmifling unqualified jtidges, and 
filled their places witK peffons of courage, knp^- 
ledge, ai^d integrity. The fame care extended to 
inferior magiftrates and vacant benefices, to which 
he preferred none but ecctefiaftics of known worth 
and unblemiflied morals. He expreffed the utmoft 
concern for the misfortunes of Richard, whofe corps 
he ordered to be removed firorft Larigley to Weft- 
minfter- Abbey, where it wai depoftted t^ his queen 
Anne of Luxemburg with great fu neral folemnity, at 
which Henn' afllfted in perfon : he even afted the 
part of ^hier mourner on this occafion ; and after- 
wards, by way of at<mement for his father^s ullirpa- 
tion, he founded three monafteries near Sbene in Sur • 
ry, where prayers were continually preferred for 
the lout of Richard. He relealed Edmund earl of 
Marche, who had been detained in cuftody during 
the preceding reign; and treated him with fucli 
benevolence, as won the heart of that young noble- 
man, who fervcd him with the utmoft fidelity. 
Menry likewife expreffed a noble pity for dfe fuf- 
ferings of the Piercy family -, and inviied the fon 
and heir of Hotfpur to come from Scotland, that - 
waifmg, }^ niighi. be reftored to the honours and eillatc of ' 

htiancefttM. 
foJUl^h^ "'. Thoogli never prince afcended the throne un- ^ 
gainft him dcT moTt favourable aufpices, he could not elcape 
uir^^^* the envy and hatred of lome individuals. A <:oii^ ' 
ipiracy ^as formed againft him by means of one^ 

Wight- 


n E N ^ Y . V. . ^ 4jS 

Wightlock, wbo .endeavoured to foment a tebcl- ^.^Hti. 
lion by papers that wer^ fixed .up in all public 
places, containing aflirthatbnsr that ^Richard was 
ftill alive. This iiicendiary^ being apprehended, 
was coftimftted prifonef* to the Tower, from whence 
he efcaped, by the connivance of the confrable Ed- 
mund duke of York, \)irho was fuppofcd to havd 
projeded the conlpiracy , - That nobleman was di(- 
mifled froni his office-, and. one of the warders, 
convifted of having favoured the prifoner*s efcape,, 
was executed as a trdtor. * The lieutenant of the, 
Tower w^s mulcted in a thoufand marl^s for his 
negligence;,' and indiAments Were fqiind a^ainfi 
ieverS perfpns of diftfnftiori. But Henry, who 
defpifed thie authors of this attempt too much to 
think . them worthy of revenue, inlpofed ' flight 
fines upon fome, and fupprcfled all the other pro- 
fccutions. /."j' \ ' r' ., :. .. ' 

The fcflion or parliament, Which met on the fif- f rocetaint* 
teenth 4ay: of May, was ppenid by a fpeech from m,St!***" 
the bifhop of Winchefter the king*s uijcle. Who af- 
fured them of Henry*s zeal to promote the intereft 
of church and ftate. The commons having chbfert 
William Stoiirton for their fpeaker, prefented art 
addrefs, defiring that the laws might oe duly ex* 
ccuted, and the grievances of the natiori redrefled. 
Then they petitioned that his majefty would pro- 
vide for the defence of Ireland, Wales, the Marches 
of Scotland, palais, and Guienne. . They after^ 
wards granted a fubfidv of wool and leather for 
four years, together with the tonnage and pound- 
age for one year, and a fifteenth and a half, expref* 
fing their hope of being foon eafed of fuch taxes 
and tailliaMS- by his wile adminiftration* They jtotpjai. 
complained loudly of the ciergy*s exaSins pccuni- 
ary commutations; and the king promifed to in- 
terpofe with the bilbops, that thde abufes rtlight: 
be reformed. Several ftatutes were enafted for the 

U 4. bectcr 
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A. c. 1413. better prefervation of the public peace, ancj the 
maiatffnaQCec^ the people's privUegfs ; and one in 
particular cafculated for preventing fxMds and falfe 
returns, in the eledion.tbr members.c^ parliament. 
I^fSoid- While the comrftons were thus employed ia 
*^i'*1hr ^^^& wbolefomc regulations for the pubKc wel- 
£tf^ fare, the convQcaiioii of the clemy was held by 
Thomas Arundel archbifliop of Canterbury, who 
had obtained from the late king an order to appoint 
rommif&oners in Oxford to take informations con- 
cerning the doftrines of the Wickliffites. The 
Archbimop now communicated the refult of their 
inquiries to the convocation, which, afcrr foriie de - 
bates, unanlmoufly agreed^ that there was np other 
way of extirpating the hetefy of the lliOUafds, but 
chat of making examples of the princidal favourers 
of their dodrine : that John Oldcaftfe baron of' 
Cobham was the fnoit confiderable protedor of 
this pernicious fe£t \ th;at, in order, to ftrike terror 
into the reift, it would be neceifary to begin with 
him, againft; whom they defired that a prooefs might 
be immediately inftituted. As this obbteman was 
k perfon of great confidcratton, with Heiiry, whofc 
^fteem be had acquired by his valour and tnilitary 
experience, the archbifhop would ndt begin the 
profecutibii, until he had firft obtained the king^a 
permii^QA ; and this he did not obtain, till after 
his majefty had expoftulated with Oldcaftle in, pri- 
vate, and found him unlhakcn in hii principles^ 
Henry himfelf was a zealot for the eftablilhed reli- 
gion, and fo exafperated'at. the; inflexibility of Cob- 
ham, that he withdrew all the regard be had hir 
therto profeffed for that Lollard, and* allowed the 
ecclefiaftical courts to proceed againft him with the 
ufmbft ri^ur. Oldtaftle was fo extremely popu- 
lar among the people 6f his own perfuafion, who 
were generally enthufiaftjc fanatics, tliat they ex- 
claimed againil the king as. an oppreflbr, and did 
/; ' not 
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not evm refr ain fr^tn denouncing vciagcaiicc ^gmsA ^ c. 141s. 
hin) and his govemment* Thdb ckmours and 
menaces were M|)ciited to the king by the clergy 
with A»eh exaggeracioBS, chat his .atvet fion to their 
principkfs inferealed; aiad he' began to look upCNa 
them as enemies both 10 the church and ftate in 
England*. Lord Cobham being conTuEted' and cofir 
demned by rhe archbifhopi was delireftd over t9 
the fecubf* af ni) 'bue Ibund means, m efcape from 
the Tower ; and ic was generally believed he iar 
tended to put himfelf at the head of tht^ Lollaidsk 
and bid ddlance to the gO'oiernmeot. 

Henry pobtfflied' a proctanfiadon agatoft thw^^f!^'^* 
eonventiele^ ^bid^g them' under fbvere penal^ gainftthe , 
tiesj and prohibiting aM perlbns ftom embracirig «*»^'«n»"""^ 
diehr opinions, favouring - their ftft, or preaching 
without a Ktence from the bilhq> of the- dioce&v 
They wete es^a^rated at thii prohil&tioia i and> 
in papef ^ fixed upon the church^docH'sofi I^ondon^ 
not only xomplalned of it as an aA of perfecution^ 
but aifo declared they were bodi ibk and willing 
to repel force by fOrce^ Oldcaftle lunffelf was now 
ripo ftn fefv6lt> and adtfsdly began to make pi^af 
xations fer unhtn^ng the conftitution. tie (tM 
cmiflaries to all parts of the kingdom, to reconcile 
die fe^rkis to the iirhemt he had projefled; By 
means of Sir Roger Adon^ John Bamn e£quire» - 
Sir John Beverley a preacher, one Murle a rich 
brewer at EfiHiftaMe^ and^ the precentor of St. AU 
hm\ a great number of people were tnflamod to 
hiswifli, andtpf<>mifed< to ap^r in. arm^ at the 
raidezvous, which was fiised in 8t; Giles's fielchr,. 
where tkey generatly afimbled to worflii|>. This 
I^tce was deemed the anov^ |>roper, on account cif 
its ^idttity tothecoott^ and to the city of Londom 
At>m which they expedM to be joined by a vaft 
number oP apprMtiees< Hem^v who refided at 
filtktm m Kertt) was d»ly-infen«dQf esret^ 

cumftance 
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A.C.X413. curhftahce of their defign^ and took his precaution^ 
accordingly. He ordered a good bod/ of ibldiers 
to nwrcb in fmall parties towards Weftminfter^ 
where they had diredtons to aflemble on the night 
appointed for the rendezvous of the Lollards^ 
When the day arrived^ he commanded the mayor 
to ffaut the city gates^ and pc^ed guaitls at all tht 
Avenues, to prevent all egrcfs: thed: he detache4 
parties^ to. fcour the countryy while he hirnfeif 
marched with his banner difpkyed to St. Giles's 
fields, at that tim^ covered with heath and furze, 
among which he found an inconfiderabk number 
of the Lolhirds lying concealed in arn>«« Some of 
thefe were immediately put to the (word, and the 
X reft taken prifonera. Among thefe, A^on^ Brown^ 
and Beverley, were apprehended, and fufiered 
death as heretics and traitoi^^ together with f^c 
and thirty of their followers. A good number wgs 
flain by the fcouring parties, before they could 
join their brethren. Many were executed in other 
parts of the kingdom } and Cobham, who. did not 
appear on this occafioii, ' was outlawed and [U'o* 
^ fcribed. 'About four yeaiFS after this, peripd, he 
was taken, drawn, hanged, and burned for herefy 
and trcafao. i 

Having thus, given a detail (rf^ a: cotiimotio^ 
which has been d^erently related by> difi^rent hif* 
torians, it. will be neceflary to explain the fituation 
of affiiirs in France, as an introdudkHl to that war 
which continued fo long, imd was £> prpdu£^ve . 
of mifchicf and calamity tot both natioas% Charles 
VL of France had thfee Ions % namely, Lewis, 
John, .and Charles. . The firft of thd^ diftin^ 
guifhexl by.the.-appeUattoo of Dauphin and duke 
of Guiehne^ was a worthkfs prince, pivinged ii^ all 
manner of debauchery, and infpired ^ith tJgfi mofk 
arbitrarypdnciplesofiderpoik: power. f^i|»s.now 
about fixteen years* -^f a^, when^ by die advice 

of 
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of his favourites, he ifefdved to deprive the duke ^' ^' '♦* J* 
of Burgundy t)f the management of affairs^ which 
chat prince wholly ingroffiid during the diftemper 
of Char let, and to take into his hand« die reins of 
the admimftratiotl. For thi^ purpoTe, he bribed 
the governor of theBaftiie to fimiender that for* 
€1^9 which he entrufted to one of his own adhe^ 
rents. But the I^irifians, who adored, the dtrke of 
Burgundy, to(^ to then- arms, and afietnbled to 
the numbei* of twelve thoufend mefi, in fopport of 
their favourite. This body being ft*med in two 
dtviiions, onelialf^ comma^ed by-a furgeon^ re* 
paired to the xkuphin^ f»lace^ which they forced, 
and dr^ged t^hty peribns fo^ priibti, asf evil coun* 
fellorS) by whom he had 'been mifled; the other 
party invefting Ae Baftile, the new governor was 
fp lerrified tl«it he forreAdered without oppofition ; 
and the duke of Burgundy fffv his admtniftration 
re*eftsMi{hed. The inhabitants of Paris, intoxi- 
cated withtheir foco^, difttnguiihed themfelves by 
white ho6ds or €ips, and ^bli^ not only the dau- 
phin, but even the king himfelf, to wear this badge 
of d^tnlftion^ J<An ^e Trbyc the furgeon, at the 
head of his infuigents, repaired to court, ^nd, re- 
Kardleis of all: the intreaci^ of the dauphin* and the 
kkig, ^i^ed'a good nurnberof both (exes, ivho were 
inftandy c^mmitled to prifon; Among thefe was 
Levins of Ba^varia the queen^s own brother; and* 
iQjmy oeher p^rfens of diitindion. Charles was fain 
to yieki co ^he ^to^retit, and pafs* whatever edi6b 
they were pteafed.to demand. The dauphin find- 
iflg bimlelr thus enflaved by the feditious multitude^ 
or rather by his fether-in-law the duke of Burgun- 
dy, who prival^ly aduated the machine, refolved 
to make an effort to free himfelf from fuch dif- j 

agreeable re^ramc, and fet on foot a negotia- > 

zUm wish the chiefs of the Orleans fadion, who . * 

had been obliged to fign a peacc^ by which they 


were 


4»ci4i> were fechided indm- Paans^ and his majed/k coQll* 
cil. He therefwe ivcM to confer wkb tfae» m fei« 
fi;>iH Oft pretence of hcflUog^ up fome lifcle breaches 
whkJi had ^n mtck in ike feacjc ^f B9Ufg(9 ; and^^ 
after Ipving ud^en his mei^HFes wkk fke. coniede^ 
rates, tfftSLoi a^cQpfimmtlMFof thepea^ in a neir 
treaty figped ac Po^icoifi^ hf whi^h di^ :iknm% i^ 
ait liberty ti> pay thf ir refpofika V^ his i!iajf%. 

li^tioik y^^ ^jj^ ^ Bur^Viidyy jui%in|; ftom the itt> 

Heniy and tempt which the davqpbia had ^hpe^dgr ici«de> that 

^^^yf he bad; noting u>9Mp^6rQm him.b^mmolkf 

and oppofitsoBt deiernwed w feftuN iumfetf bjt 

means of an fal&M^c^ to which hd 40ttkt hate tic- 

courfit in cafe of iiece(&tyi and- for thia piirpofe 

turned hie eyeff upon the kii^ of EAgtand bitfaie 

ipoQth of June* he Ibilt owr m embafljf, at couott 

of Flanders, on p^etenccf of veneviring the ereaqy 

of comipeFce betwein tb^ Fleaomg} and the Eng* 

Mii. hut in ftality to pifo^jok a )qagu0 of anochet 

nattice with Hcory, ndiiith, howtt^er^ 4id not im^ 

mediately take eik&^ - Bef^M^ the kio^ of Jbgiaoid 

would GOAclude' an ^|i«w«ir with the duke of Buf<^ 

gundjh he was wUling m \» hecenracq^MKed^with 

the real date oi the French polkicaTi and' for that 

puippie feni amhafl&dcM^ ta^ Paris. By thdr piibii^ 

comnvffion they were empowered to demand^ that 

the cc4irr of France would obftrve the truee wink 

luoce pun&uality than they bad hkhetto ihewr: 

that the faid trxice m^t be confirmed or iMewcda 

and that, aU diSkrmc^ between the two ctewna 

mi^^ be accommQdatedv But they ^ffwt ioftniAed 

ia private, to condudk an ailli^mce wieb the duke 

of Burgundy, in cafe they fhould find h't^ influx 

^^ ^"^ ence as great as it had been repre&nied« 

Thednkeof tHq afFairs c^ the French court foo« afintncd 

^JasXaf. another afped: the dukea of Orleans^ Berry, Bour« 

mtdcncy in bpn, A kjafon, the counts of £u an4 yendonae^ 

•f r nnce, haft^ned to Paris» in confei^utoce c^ the perauffion 

■ ' they 
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tbey had pb^nrd,^ The duif^liiA hiring gaiiiod a. <:< t4if. 
^ver a greftC number of the Paridans to hi3 intereft^ 
wd fioding hicnfelf fo pewerluHy (iifiportrdi kf the 
i;oa£^deniM9 feat private ordicn tc^ liis paitiftns to 
^nfiemhle ^ fo ihet he fwi4 hUafelf $i ^ head of 
jtbinjr tboviand men. Widi thefe he feouned the 
ftreet$ of Pari$, md ftmck fuch terror into; the 
^oppoSte fiM^iofi that they abandoned the homnt 
Hotel de ViUe^ nid Baftik^ without O()po6ti0fi ; 
and the dui^e 0{ Burgundy » ftndiqg himfetf uMhte 
CO ftop dieir progrefe, retired imp Flaadersi Then 
ahe faftipn w the confederates prevailed at count, 
an^ the king being in one of hia lucid incervals» 
conceived fiich ai^ipn for hia nephew the duke 
of Orleant* chat he fufiered hmfelf eo be diKS;ed 
imirely by hia coijKifels % fo that the dauphin reaped 
HP advantage from the re^olodpn he had efie^ed. 
"J^he new minifter began his adminiftratioii wiih fe- 
varal edida againft the duke of Burgundy, and 
profecuted the auihora of the former fedlUion, niany 
of whom were executed aV traitors. 

The court of France being thus new-modelled, J^^J**' 
•{i^inted cammifllonefa fo treat with the Engliih united wid^ 
plenipotentiaries, and the conferences were opened ^«:^«p*»>^ 
Ht L'Qlinghea in Picard^, whore it was immediately 
agreed f hat the truee Ihould be inviolably obferved 
tiU the mPMh of }\i^M in the following year : but, 
in the cpurfe of the a|$pti»i!iofi, the Engjifli am- 
bafladors gaye^ihe comntiifiiNiefa of France lo un- 
.derftAnd* thai the king their mafer expected France ^ 
«p«ld reftore aU. Ibe had wri^ed from Eng- 
land (ince the peace of Smugny* Th^ French 
BfiinUlry, alarmed at tlria dec4aration, a» being id - 
Ipgethcr Unprepared for a^ war, lent the archbiflmp 
^ 80furgei% the fionftable D'AlbTH, and the king's 
, ieereimry, aa mbaiFadora tA;LMidon^ im pmence 
ef faciUiaiing the negptiations at LeKrtghien i but 
h f«ljtty to #:<lYer ^ dtfigns pf H«^ While 

^^-^thefe 
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A. c. »4r|. iji^fg rcfidcd in England, the French court conti- 
< nued its profecuttons againft the Burgundian party, 
a great number of which fell by the hands of the 
common executioner. Lewis of Arijou king of 
Sicily fent back the daughter of the duke of Bur- 
gundy, who had been betrothed to his eMeft Ion, 
and procured a match between one of his own 
daughters and Charles count of Ponthieu, the third 
ion of the French king, a youth in the thirteenth 
year of his ^. Nothing could be more fatal to 
France than this -marriage. The young prince eii- 
1 tered warmly iAto all the interefts and refentment 
of his father-in-law. He became a fworn enemy 
to the duke of Burgundy, who hated him with 
equal rancour ; and their mutual animofity intailed 
a world of mifchief on the unhappy kingdom. 
The dabphin could not without great chagrin be- 
hold the duke of Orleans at the helm of gpvem- 
ment, while he himfelf, by whofe means Aat nd- 
bkman had been promoted, remained, without 
power or credit, a kind of prifoncr in the Louvre, 
where his conduft was narrowly obferved by the 
mintiber. Such reftriairit was altogether infupport- 
able to a prince of his chara£ker ^ and therefore he 
lent a willing ear to the propofals of the duke of 
Burgundy, who offered to affift him with a^l hia 
power, in acquiring that influence and importance 
to which he was intitled by his birth and expefta- 
tions. They engaged in a fecret alliance, with 
deOgn to drive the duke of Orleans fiDm the ad- 
miniftration : and Burgundy aflfembled an anny, 
with which he advanced towards the capital* His 
pretext was, that he came to deliver hii fi>n-in-law 
the dauphin from captivity ; and hf hoped that 
Paris would declare in his favour. But the mi- 
niftry took fuch meafiires as prevented all commo- 
tion s and the king iflfued a declaration againft the 
doke of Burgundy^ jd whkh he treatbd. him as a 

traitor^ 
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traitor, and enemy to his country. Thtis di&p^ ^ ^* *^*4* 
pointedi the duke deHfted from his enterprize, and 
returned to Flanders to wait for a more fsivpurable 

opportunity. Mezerd. 

The archbifhop of Bourges, and the conftable Ambaira- 
D*Albrer, lbo>n perceived that Henry of England ^orsfentto 
had refolved to make his advantage of the troubles of^'^^ 
of France, by means of his alliance with the duke *«tw«en thp 
cf Burgundy; and, in order to divert- him from ^"^'^'^^'"^ 
his purpofe, propoied a marriage between him and t 
Catherine, daughter of Chaiies. The propofal 
feemed to be rd^ihed by the Englifli court ^ though 
Henry ftill infifted upon the reftitution of all that 
had been taken from England fince the peace of 
Bretigny : and as the' ambaflfadors had not powers 
fufficient to treat upon that lubjc6t» all the efFeft of 
their negotiation was a protengation of the truce. 
Immediately after their return to France, Henry 
fent thither five plenipotentiaries to continue the 
treaty of marriage and reftitution. Theft envoys 
were afterwards reinforced by the bifhop of Nor- 
wich, the earls of Dorfet, Warwick, Salifbury; and 
the lord Gray. Charles appdnted commiffioners 
to treat with them, the chief being his own uncle 
the duke of Berry. The Engtifti ambafladors at , 
firft demanded the whole kingdom of Fi-ancc for 
king Henry as the heir of Edward III: But this 
demand they afterwards waved, with a falv6 to the 
ri^ts of their fovereign, and reftrifted themfelve^ 
to the following requifitions : namely, that Nor- 
mandy, Anjou, le Maine, the fovereignty of Flan- 
ders^and Brittany, all that France poflefled in Gui- 
enne, all in general that had been yielded to Ed- 
ward Ill.^by the treaty of Bretigny, and all the 
country under -the French dominion, between the 
Somme ahd Gravelines, Ihould be ceded to the king 
of England, to be held by him as paramount, with- 
pyt homage or dependance. - Before an aniwer^waa 
i made 
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A. <:• 14x4. oMde to chefe demands^ the duke of Berry prefix 
the ambafladon to b^;ki'wkh the marriage, as the 
moft effeftual expedient for eftabUfliing a folid 
peace between the two nations : but the EngUfli 
deputies would not caailder the match as the fooh- 
dacton^ but rather as the appeiniage oH the treaty* 
After warm debates, and miich alcercadon, the 
ambafladors reduced their demands to the three 
following articles » upon which they demanded a 
categoric^ aofwer before they would proceed with 
the ncgotiadon. They demanded all that had been 
ceded to England by the pea^ of Bretigny : the 
half of Provence, with the counties of Beaufort 
and Nogent y and fix hundred thouiand crowns that 
remaned unpayed of king John's ranibm. With 
legard^to the marriage, they plainly declared that 
jdie king their mafter would never warry the prin* 
cefs Catherine, Ujnlefs a Erm and durable peace 
could be previoufly eftabliihed between the two 
crowns % and even if that ihould take efifed, they 
hjuifi^d that Henry would expedt at leaft two milli* 
, 0119 9S her portion. In a few days after this decla- 
ration; the duke of Berry delivered a writing to the 
ambafiailors, containing the following propofitionsc 
The king ot France is wiihng to cede to the Eng^ 
lifli monarch the Agenois, the Bafadiois, part of 
Auch, Perigord, L'Efcarre, OJeron^ La Btgorre, 
Saintonge on the other fide of the Charente, all 
Quercy, except MontaubaiH wich all the. coyntry 
between the Tarn and the Aveiroo, Angoumois, 
and Rouvergne. His majefty cannot difpofe of 
Provence,, becaufe it is not in his pofieflion ; but 
as he is willii^, for the fake of peace, to part with 
fo many fair provinces, be hopes the king of Eng- 
land will d^fift from his demand in this particu- 
lar. Wi4l> regard to the marriage, although the 
portion of the daughters of France was regulated 
at a much fmalkr fum tlian that which he had. al- 
ready 
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ready oSettd^ he would^ 4cm this occafioh augment ^* ^^ hu^ 
k to fix hundred thoaiand crowns* • Thef6 propd- 
£ds produced a gre^at nimiber of cociferejK:ed, during 
^ieh the Englifh againi contrafired thei'r demands 
to the treiatf of BtttigAy, and one million for the 
portion of Gatheritie; but the French miniftry 
thinking even thefe toio exorbitant, the negociation 
proved inefFedlual. ^rn» 

During this tranfaiSlon; ^Ghafles^ mm perfuaded chari«if * 
to»declarc war againft thed^alce of Burgundy ; and, fu^fw^ 
teking the field in pdtfoni reduced- Soiflbns and *?»»»« thcj 
Compcigne, of which the duke had made hiri^felf ga^^^^. 
maften . That prince was :u»aible to ibafi:eany re* 
i^ance^becaaifehi^Fiemiiivfub^e^ ttfuied ta ferve 
againft die king of France ; fo thac ebe diake of 
Bourfabn fmnd no dtfEciiif y in reducing; Biipaume t - 
and perhaps the duke Off Bufgundy m^ht have ftif ^ 
&iled Qiuch mot^ ieversly^ bad not ChaHes^ relapfed^ 
into one of his par6xy&)^ of iuoacy, during i^bich 
the Qpecations were fufpended,- and BurguAdy had* 
time to fediare Ari;aiS< mth^ a' numerpos garrif6n/ 
The daophin-now took^ ^oflefiion of the r^ge^cy^^ 
bedaufe thererms ikv^otlierpdribn in the army' wh<» 
had imereft enacigh h> difpuxe hia pretenfions 1 and 
whether heJhaddjy this^^me i^tianieikdiwich hisfa^ 
ther-in-law^ or did not chink be hadfinthef '0cca« 
fion &r his; ajUiaoGe/ he ^txmched agMftft Ai^as, 
and imdatook .the liege 4^f: that tity;^: The place 
Wds well provided^; and the garrilbn made a vigo^^ 
sous defence ; To that the dauphin found the enttr^ 
prise saaoit difficult than he. imagmed it would have ' 
provied. This difficulty^ joined to thefellicttaticma: 
of the countefs of tiainaulty who was fifter to^ tthei 
duke i»f Burgundy, ^and^ perhaps, xkc fuggeftions 
of ti^daufdua-aown imoxft, difpofed bimto l^ea- 
to prQpoiala of an accommixiation ; and a traity of 
peace was oomiluded on <x>nditk>ns tlm ymvt by imi> 
means /ay!otirable to tfae^kft.o£^Bofgibidyv:it ws%' 
m>37. ' X *^ fti: 
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A^Vic'^H ftip^iM^d, *hat \^ l}|cf|ilder|jqytbe begcfit of a par • 
dei»4 fro®-ffiiich, fepwevte* &Ye huB4fed of hb ad-r 
her^?)t§ Ymftm>tnim^ly ^iiclgdadr thn 21U his frifnds^ 
%»d iftv^Ht^ Awld-bft i5eoii(?v«^ from eosit v tbar 
h^ hwf^f .ftwpM OQfcipfefvmQ IQ gQ tbithflf with- 
out ^hfe pa/ti^pj^ oriJe^sof ?hfi king and couficih 
^ t>ik( t^ 5^q9r$j^:F2inc$j fteuld be dtiphycd 
Mczer;tt5. upon iHe walls of Arras. 
ovf^K^m , liv?|ifrjbt(jfe».b^gln!iit3gpf this waJi ti^^ 
duS^"" . ^/ 8;uijgji)/>dy, fiodipg iiiBJfl m»ch erabar*^) 

Buiiu;i4y mfli|d; fe^ ihg qbftinaey pf ; the Fkmiags, ha^ feitf 
of^S^ja^, tt>e pravQft-j^f St Dk?n^s> A3 an ciwoy, 10 reneW' 
the trq^y ^ jtad:rfof itoeuly begtttt with Henry king^ 
of fijBgsiajgdi I T:hfe . agent ww-iiot oniy inftcy^fted ta 
cpnoludfe aft ;^llift»3ei|pt,wemi: the king and die<^^ 
btu( 9J^;.ia t|!eM;&lH>ill; Heiftiy's mdniiti^ wish thcf 
prirtp^: Cmh^m^^ whtch he prom&d <ta effiM^iO' 
th^ ^^fa^ion: .^6 t2hQ sfir^glifii mwarch^ after^ he^ 
ihould^ W^hit; a,|Q!ftaniJe»<rw9^ hia iidttence ai die' 
c|)£w:t oJF . ChP^Iea. . ^is . ftf^pofab met wick a £fi-^ 
v.i^X^hte. TQC^tiim frofiii Hi9nffy>, whe^ftitt retamed 
h»* d^&Sgn iifi pjw>ftting by tto divifians. o£ j firaoce, 
whiii^hvbfi W0A ii^rolved fQ »itavadft askh a .pDWdisfidl^ 
sirn^y ) i^e&etagr thac hi, (hould imet natfa little a^ 
pQj|tiQh:iiAvAr kingdoo) divided, intoi.twoifxiwarfol 
fa^Usm^i iraeidf which would dedlaue m Jiis fawouf. ^ 
^•.^re&Ac^aonxok^d a :parlia«nctt.a2iLm:e(tefi^* 
ia^tderito prcf«are?fttch.&ippltts aaiw6oldi>e3Moe& 
fa<)j^:toQ tte:etteei^(m q£ iihi& impoctant efioimriww' 
Tf X^P^-' . ih$ <:«mttXKma had not yet laid jafide their, defi^ 
iiamentat q^ hvnlbHf^ the:cletigyv though the^. had airoadf ; 
^^^^' OKifoanrtod i in . tw«) .acttntpt?", :-T3io. propofaU- iifaejn 
hfA toadelfdr ^e«i:iiB(^thp neirfinues of timt tody had' 
hmir rt^ftisiiird Mttkt kirvgi as «dlr ej^ttils tff iiiH 
pRoASiherefijr^ Isehkli h^d ceefaii in. atabng tbe»»iem« ' 
&U* V ^&ni^ ii£iwkom. wsm prafefled. LoUlalkis; ; qnct 
thAr^es-lit jiad egefiml: tixir pcopoikaoii: But tkki 
pttfiUaineatdiaii^d^^ttihfeattcr)^ .JoDvderto vin^ 
•iii '\ dicatc 


! 
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tl|0f ^nfiAQid fcifewic ^iixxtn kgaidft thar fed:, im- ' 

p^t})|^') Mattel the-im^iftrateis of che kin^om^ 
and iiH' fimib ;t¥hci lex^rdibd pdUtc endploymcnts, 
^kdiiMiQft^^agfl vpbnciitlrix^ ti% dd their >nti^a?(rour»' 
fc^^oiit^mwAtiiiliknetksi^'aBd aff^ the biihdj^ in th^ 
Mt(»Miil9n^6Hliaic ^notii defign. This '.aft was im- 
mfcd'ifiitlyofoUoft^ed by a yicAent perfecution againft 
ibe JbicAUrd^'j ^Torrie of whom were commitced to 
ifce fitiMi t i^rm^mtttA thk kingdom; < and t)Cliiers 
atii<iF9(i (them faerd^y^ - A« the rolls of parlmment 
WereMoften vWated, bf itifiartmg the pdchions of the 
l^mihQrtifin. ttrfnt that conveyed a meanirig quite 
iflrei(IM.from thaH wbich they had intended to eot* 
p^efe ; md as the kadgpand iord& fbr fdme timd paft 
a^(^d «o tniat the commons ' as petitioners only^ 
l63if)^ilffilQft was net necefftry to any a6t of the \t^ 
gjUaiwc, thejr'aow petitioned that no:aft or ftatute 
4)Oftikl pa&'withbut thesr afl^tv;. that nothing (houM 
be ef^tered on the rolk as their petitions; but in thef 
vfry <i£rms Whkh they had tifed «» and that the houfe^ 
of auilrtion$ Ihould, . liccording to their privilege, 
be dieckred 4od eftaUifhed tA a codftituehr part ^ I 

the legtOatiire^ The king having nmdily giv«n hii i 

^nt' to :thi» petition, :the commons coiialfredu^th 
the loilds in an unanimous refolution tor fupporthis^ j 

V^eAy. in hid vav whh France ; towards- the main- . 
lenaace^of which, they; iDtreai:ed tnm «o feizer i}M 
Wi^eftUbs of the clergy ; Thisrunexpeded ftrokewda 
the more' alarming to that venerable- body, *a6 'the i 

lii«g jEbeihod to khd an ear Jtb the pr^t^^l^ td <he ; ' ' \ \ 
commwa. « iUter divers icanftiiiaciohs ijfben dh&9 mi- 
portent .fiibje£t:,<2tbey:,dbfeli^ to give trppartiof 
ihetr Wealth, in otder tb jfecure thfc romkit^ddr ; dhd' 
^fiered, asai free gift, tW whole medhh'^nd teft'^ 
ns^i oS'obe h^ndsred^and cenmonafteries of altenfs !- 
the )ung> rather than ^mrvA wsth the tl«%y, agreed 
VQ^ the pfopo£dii asd the mdnafteriM JMtt nppro- 
/. X 2 priated 
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A>c.i4H priated to His^ufc byaftof'tjaHiamcnb • ^hit His 
Aft. Pub. attention might be efiedualiy weaned from a ^- 
je&y which they did not chcdfe he fiiouli) con^der, 
archbifhop Chicheley^ who had lately ftR:ceeded to 
the fee of Canterbury upon the death of Amndel, 
compofed an elaborate fpeech, which he pronounced 
before the king in full parliament, exhottidg bis 
majcfty to engage in a war with France, for the 
recovery of the, crown of that kingdom, whidi he 
affirmed to be his lawful inheritance^ He pi^t^hdad 
to refute the Salique Law, as repugnant to the law- 
of nature and the divine inftitutioti. He expa[tid:ted 
upon the prefent opportunity of aflerting his rights 
while France was diftraAed by ititeftine divilions^' 
and England enjoyed the moft profound tranquil* 
lity i and aflured his majefty, that if he W6uld un« 
dertake the war in earncft, the clergy would exprefs 
t-hcir loyalty and zeal for his fuccefs, not only in 
their prayers to heaven, but alfo in giving lat^r 
fupplies than ever were granted to any of his predc- 
ceflors. This harrangue, which, in all prdbabili- 
ty, was directed in private by the king himfelf^ 
that he might found the inclinations of his people, 
met with univerfal applaufe. Henry declared hii& 
reiblution to undertake the war r the clergy indulged 
him with a very extraordinary fupply ; and the lai- 
ty, who feemed to vie with them in affeAton to thm. 
caufe, granted a fubfidy of two whole tenths and as 
many fifteenths, which amounted to a prodigious 
fiim of money. 
The Frcnth The negotiation ftill continued between the courts^ 
^rt«m^e ^^ Frsttcc and England, and ambaffadors w«« con- 
each other linually going and coming between Paris and Lon- 
ti^ltiftS?** ^on. The French miniftry hoped to divert Henry 
from the profeosition'of his deiign, by means of the 
marriage with the princeft Catherine ; and the king 
pretended to be amu(ed with their propofals; fo 
that the iruee mzs probmged from time^p ttpnie, a& 

^ . if 
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if both; fides had thought a pacification would enfue : ^ P* hx4^ 
hut th^ real defiga i)£ both was co gain time, tho' 
upon very different atotivcs. The French court 
i^ould npt_ believe that the Ton of an ufurper, who 
had been embroiled in fuch dangerous quarrels 
and diilenfions with hiis own fubje(3£, ihould be all 
at once fo firmly eftabUihed oja the throne, but thac 
feme new diflturbance would employ him in his 
own dominions ; and that in. the me^m time ail the 
differences among the princes of France might be 
jconipromifed in fuch a manner, that they .would 
heartily unite in defence of the nation. Henry, on 
the other hand, prot rafted the negotiation, that he 
might be prepared to ftrike the meditated bloW) in:i« 
mediately after the conferences fhould break up, and 
befone France ihould be in a condition to oppofe 
his progrefs. The French miniftry itfelf was di- 
vided on the fubjeft of thefe negotiations: the 
duke of Berry was fincerely difpofed to an accomi* 
modation with England upon equitable terms ; but 
the dauphin ws|s extremely averfe to any terms that 
might difmember the dominions of France. He ^ 
had conceived a very mean opinion of Henry -s cha- 
rafter from the report of his indifcretion and excefs 
during the life of his father ; and, when be demanded 
the crown of France by his ^mbaifadors, ient him a 
cafk of tennis balls in derifion, as a prefent that im^^ 
plied his being better calculated for that diverfion* 
than for the maintenance of a war upon which the 
fate of kingdoms would depend. Henry wa^plqxied 
at this farcaftic compliment; in anfwer to which, 
he declared, that when his balls ihould be matched : .. 
w:ith racquets, be would play a game, that vifould 
Ihake the walls of the Loiivre* . The dauphin foon 
changed, his opinion of Henry's talents, when ht 
perceived with wh^t art an4 n>anagement he.f^rried 
On his negotiations; and. with what vigour,, capa* 
tity,. ^nd perfeveriwicet he purfu^ th^c ioiporunt 

X 3 dcfign 
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4«P..H'4* cbfign which hb had pftje^d. A4a?f!^ 'kt tht 
fdbluck>iti of the p%ti\atMAU'tnl^\^ihtfi luid the 
pneparatioiie ^which tUnry lMdt)^gUft't(| make foir 
the prof^utioii of the^war^ fee, with the advice of 
the covincil, fent over the {tcfttary (DiA^ 'with new 
offers, which h« hoped would' be slcdep^ ^tea fuH 
and ftnal faui^afkion •, t>ttt' he w&sf. dilii^poimed in 
his expeftation* Hewry, finding hirri(feif fupported 
by parhamenr, had pathep nfo» thairvltinliiri bis de- 
mafuis : y€t be ftill CDntinued to Am\ih the French 
ininiftry , in exprefling a^ defird toife^ the dlfpute tcr- 
minaced by negotiation v and, to (he# that he had 
the treaty of marriage at heart, prolonged the time 
he had fixed for the difcuffion of thsit affai^ and 
even ^mpdWered his'^ambaffadors at Parts to pro* 
tradt it occalionally, as cheyfhould judgeestpedient. 
hi!ho*of * ^ ^**" tranfaftion^ howetperi, neither interrupted 
Bourges fent ki$ meafuTSS for invading France^ rior Hindered him 
of I^^m^ from treating with the duke of Burgundy^ whe^was 
hair/tokiiig xuit fo fatisfied with the peace of Arras,; but that 
Henry. jie wifticd CO fecure the alliance of Henry. Philip 
Morgan, an ift^eltigent agents whom the king of 
England employed ici. his moft important negocia- 
ctons, was fent to Flanders, on pi^eterice 6f renew- 
ing the truce with the^Ftemings-, but hejiad fecret 
inttru£kiohs to propofe a league of a different na- 
ture J ahdthedt^ke km an envoy to- England, t6 
Rymcr. jftanlge his intereft with Heriry ; though he hcfi- 
lated with refpeft to Ae pro^red alHante, as a ftep 
whijGh;hedJdiK^^chufe to take, unfefs he Ihould be 
compelled by necelTity to throw Wmfelf into the 
A. c. 1415. arms? of the finglUh monarch. In the begi«niBg of 
«iie*-yea«s^ Henry confcnttd to a prdoogation of the 
t4ru<;e with* Frande till the ftrft day of May ; and, 
in the interim, the. Fi^ench miniftry, being more 
and mde- ftttr^Jed *dt the ej^edition lirith' whicfc 
W^nt-yi f ft|>ared his armirinent, fe«lt'-ov3ef tweJve 
'dmba£&d(>r9/'a0 the j^iead^of wbem was the arch- 
f •- i. -^ bifhop 


t>i0K>p of Bourges^ y^ho^ in all probability^ qvas ^'C. ^li* 
empowered to make {0rM new offer^ which was r5- 
jefted as the former ^ arid ill he could obtain was 
another fhort prolongatiop. of the tfuce. ^ W^iiip 
thefe ambafiadors refided.at Ldndoa-, Henry a^ 
fembled a great council of the lords temfK>r^ and 
fpiritual^ and declared to thcrn, by the mouth ojf 
his uncle the bilhop. of Wincheftefi thAt ht was re^ 
folded to invade France In p6rfon> in<>rdef tpreco- 
vcit the inheritance of his anctftor^. Thifr notifica- 
tion of a deiign which all the kingdpm already 
knew, was intended for extrading from the French 
ambaf&dors the laft termsr they had to prpppie^ 
.which thd king imagined ib^ yfti>e Of ^«red-t<J' fup'- 
flrcfs, until matters fliould !be jbrQug^B almoft t« 
cxtren^ity. He did not doubt.but that France Would 
confent t6 a peace, slcxor ding ,\a the ftfpulatioflfr of 
the treaitty t)f ficetigny* rathef fhain hazard a way 
during the diftrafticms cf th^ Jkingdom ) and &^ 
thefe t^rms, he, in all probabilityi wpuld. b^ve agreed 
toafolid pacification. The *rchbifl>Qfr p€?reeive4 
his drift ; and, having no h>iiger th^ Mft r§b|n td 
doubt of his hoftife inlt€ntion,\defired he.,nf>igbt he 
indulged with time to return to France for firefli 
inftrwai^n : Henry ^rSntfcd bfe requeft ^ and th^ 
^ruce was teain proloriged till the fifceemhdat of 

July. ^ ^ ^ . . '. .Rymer. 

By this time he had levied his army^ apd equipped ^^^^^^ 
a large fleet for triinfpofting it to the continfi^t.. A fcr/oV^''' 
large train of artilfcry was provided 5 Sduthi|«ptpn ^'^^''^^^^1'^ 
was appointed the place of rehdezVow. He had Kmtart*^ 
made a progrefs through the fouthern f^rts ©f th^ ^^^o'^ 
kingdom, and irraycd the counties and thte clergy* 
At Reading he publifhed a proclamation, ^re(5J;«d 
to' all his fubjefts, impottbig tb^ the? money granted 
by parliament was nQEfufficicirtrto^difijhafge'the^e'' 
cond payment of hir troops ;,;and defirtrig they 
wotiW lend him ar&m if: nafeney ufon (\i&h fefcuriiy 
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A. c. ^415. as he fhould prbpofe. Sock was ihe eagemef^ ©f 
the haition, that he found himfelf amply fupplied 
*and accomrhodated with all the money and ficceffar 
ries that he wanted. The young earl of Northum- 
berland being reftored to his honours and eftate, 
maintained forty men it arms, with one hundred 
and-twenty archers ; the fame force was levied by 
the earl of Weftmoreland. The earl of SafFolk de- 
frayed the expence of half a (hip, twenty men at 
arms, and forty archers. His example was fol- 
lowed by the lords Lovel, Befkeley, Darcy, Sey- 
mour, Reos, and Willoughby. Six men at arms 
and twenty archers were fubfifted by the lord 
Morley : the lords Scales and Randolfe ferved 
without pay; and all the other nobility contri- 
buted in fome meafure to the fuccefs of this ex- 
pedition- Provifion was made for the defence of 
the Scottilh and Wel(h Nf arches, as well as for 
thofe of Calais ; and the king's brother the duke of 
Bedford conftituted lieutenant of the kingdom in 
Henry*s abfence, to be direfted by a council, at the 
head of which was the archbilhop of Canterbury. 
The truce Was almoft expired, when the archbilhop 
of Bourgcs returned; and Henry granted him a 
|>ublic audience at Wihchefter, fitting in his robes 
of ftate, and furroundcd by the princes of the bkxxi^ 
the prelates, and the nobility. The ambafladoc 
prodifced very rcfpedkful letters from the king of 
France, offering the princcfs Catherine, with a por- 
tion of eight hundred thoufand crowns, a iargcr 
fum than ever had been given pn fuch an occafion 
before : but, this offer being coldly received, the 
ambaffador agreed to an addition of fifty thoi^fand 
crovsrns, and the principality of Limoges ♦ Henry, 
in cdnfideration of thefe conceffions, replied, that 
if the French court would fix a day for th^ depar- 
ture oflhe prinoefs, and the payment of the money, 
W^ deliver up the pnoifered places and provinces. 
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he wotild pM<$ng the truce for fifty days j during A-^* h»5. 
mlixch a congrefs might be h^ld for fettling the arr 
tides of th$ peace : and, in the - mean time, Ee would 
give feeuricy for re^oring the places to the crown 
of France, provided the treaty (hduld not take ef- 
fedt. The ambaflador declaring that his power did 
not extend lb far, the bifliop of Winchefter, by the 
king's command, obfenred, at his next audience, 
that the French court had been infincern in all the 
negotiations ; tkat their offers were not adequate to 
what the king of England h{td a right to demand $ 
that they had infringed the treaty ofBretigny, con-- 
trary to all juftice and good faith ; and that Henry , 
now appealed to the fword and decifion'of heaven. 
A declaration to the fame purpole, in writtiig, un- 
der the great feal, was delivered to the archbifhop, 
who, being a prelate of an hot fiery difpofition, 
was fo provoked at the inflexibility of the Englifli 
monarch, that he loft all patience. Forgetting his 
own charader, he raved, bluftered, and threatened 
in a very indecent manner ; and even reproached 
Henry as a tyrant and ufurper. This unfeemly 
traniport was overlooked with the moft contemp* 
tuous indifference : he was difmiiled in peace ; and 
Henry proceeded in his preparations with redoubled .^ j^ 
vigour. r- 

When the truce expired, hoftilities were com- c<mfpi«tcy 
menced in Picardy, between the French forces anda^^ 
the garrifon of Calais^ commanded by the earl of Henry bjr 
Warwick. The army and navy had been aflembled clmWd^ 
at Southampton ; and the king himfelf repaired to^«^or<i 
that place in order to embark, when he received sir Tifoi^* 
intimation of a confpiracy formed againft his per- c»r- 
fon by Richard earl of Cambridge, brother to the 
duke of York, Henry lord Scrope of Mafliam» 
treafurer of England, and Sir Thomas Gray of 
Heton in Northumberland, The earl of Cam- 
bridge had married Anne Mortimer daughter to 
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A* c r4iS' R0g(ir oarl .6f Maicfccb hf Philii^.iimightcr and 
heir of Liond duk^: of Ciacenc?^ thi|^ Jim of Ed* 
ward ifl.. fo. that m nigfet :of th» la4y he was in 
blood i^wrer the Crpwu ebso Hei>ry, ^ It was his 
ambitiQa in *11 proB^hiUty f bat proj^d t^is ddni. 
;fpir^cy^ i^ ho|)e th^t; fhii^uld the fchenu} ^profper, 
be €d! hb dbdldr^ mifibt dne d^ fi^oeed to the 
throne^ ai the dfewK of Morelmcif fiwrtof Mirche, 
wbdihad no iSlte. The defign feertw to haVe been 
half fof ftiedi5 or rather a vague an<i jdiftasit profped 
than a fuH .coftcmed plan, Therfe appears to have 
been ,aa abfurd Jnco^nftency in their intention ; for 
the; piirpofed to raife an army in SCotUnd^ under 
the ftale. pretence of Richard*! b^ing felivc 5 and at 
the fame time to crown Mortinacr in Wales, M the 
legal heir of that monarch. They knew Mortimer 
,wa^ 0i young noblenjanof we«k imeUe&Si who had 
4rfteQ t6\d Cambridge (hat his confeCSir daily im- 
portuned him to claim the croit^il as hiamhentaoce ; 
and they did ndt (Qpp6& they flioul^ fihd a6y dif • 
ficolty in prevailing upoo hinrk to cotnttehairce their 
deiign. In tbefe imtimcntl3 they cxaftod from him 
an oath. of fecrefy, md then cenmnunicated the 
plan they had ptojedied in his favour. His fear 
immediately overcame bid ambition : . he defircd 
they would give him time to confider their, propo- 
fal, and impai'ted th^ir whole convicrfatiOa to 
Henry. The cOnfpirators. werc^ hncAcdiately ar* 
teilcd >a nd \ tnptiibnra in the paftj e of Southampton ; 
to the Conftable of which they cocfef&d their garh, 
and fubmitfied to his nlajefty's mercy. Siit Henry 
Gray wa» tried and colrviftcd on this evid(*ncc b^ 
-a cpBOtnon jury. A commiffion was iffiied iot 
fudging the two nobkmen by their pcer:^. Tbef 
pleaded guiky ; and the earl of CambriiJgd wrote a 
ptnicent and pathetic lettter to the king^ inBrploring 
hb forgiydne& and cleitiency. fiuc in^cy was not 
Jiestry's pmdominaot Virtue i ^ . earl and knight 

were 
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iwfc ttelmadafl i^ and lord Scrdpe wns.dbiqgcd, ^•^•'^^' 
idiawn, and qpaftered, as a traitor, according to 
die literal: tendur of his feotence, becanfe bis guiit 
ippaSiaggraTalsd with in^atkude to the king, wlto 
'had honoured liim with particular marks of iairour 
-and affeftioh. / But there is no reaibn to fuppofe Tk'.lw!' 
Iliad the : ctmTpbcatorsi had beta corrupted by the ^y^^' 
cneriiy, ' > . . 

This affair dckyed the king's dcparturtr till the ^WoJ"^ 
'fifteenth diay of Auguflv whctthe failed from the mandyand 
port of Sowhampcon with fix thoufand lances, ftior Ha^r. 
and twenty thodand archers^ and aEx>ut twenty 
thoufand common infantry, ;oh board t)f a fleet 
confifting of fifteen hundred veiSels. After an eafy 
pailage he landed at the mouth of the Seine in Kor- 
-mandy, abom three lewises from Ffarflcur, the 
ikge of which he undertook' without any interrup- 
tion from the conftable (f Alhret, who lay encamped 
at Rouen with a ftrong array, in order to watch 
die motions of the EngTifb. Ha^-fleur was flrongly 
fbrtiiied, and provided with a numerom garrifon, 
which made a very gallant, dcfcnee^ under the 
command of the lord tJlootevilk; aflifted by fonre 
of the beft officers in France. But Henry carried 
en his attacks with ftsch impetuofity, and plied his 
artillery with fuch fucoefs^ that a coniiderable 
breach was made ; and the befieged, finding it im- 
pra^icabjis to 'maintain the place, capitulated on 
iconditiJOft of fiorrendering, if not rclicrcd by the 
Sunday after Michaelmas. A body of French troops, 
under the marechai I'lfle d'Adam, attempted to 
fuccotirthe town, but were defeated and repulfed ; 
9> chat the term prefcribed in the capituhuion being 
^expired, the garrifon furrendertd thcmfelTes pri- 
A>ners of war v and Henry took pofleflSion of Har- 
fleor, whkh he peopled wicE an Englilh colony. 
While his arnvy was employed in repairing the for- 
tificaiioiis of .the pi^e, he&m achallenge.to the 

dau- 
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^^'Hn .clauphfev^|)K)pofing to decide the; difpute between 
if)he two crowns in fmgle combat; bat no regard 
wa$ paid to his defiance. The redudion :of Has- 
<fkcr was a conqueft of great importance, though 
. it >fcarce atoned for the mortality that prevailed in 
the E^gfilh army, which was fo weakened and di- 
minifhed by the dyfemery, that before Hcnfy^ 
quitted Harfleur, not above one fourth part oif 
thofe whom he had brought from England, re- 
mained fit for fervice r nor was it confined to the 
common foldiers,' who, from their manner of Uvv 
ing, are moil: fubje^ to this diftemper : it had al- 
ready proved fatal to the bifhop of Norwich and 
the earl of Suffolk ; and the duke of ClarencC) 
with the earl of Arundel, and many other officets 
of diftinftion, were obliged to return to England, 
in hope of recovering in their native climate. Henry 
riL^* was much mortified at this diftrefs of bis people 
which was the more unlucky as he expe&ed to be 
attacked by the French, who were now induftrt«- 
oufly employed in aflemblthg troops from all quafr 
ters. Thefe confiderations, with the approach of 
winter, would in all probability have determined 
the king of England to return to his own domi- 
nions, had not part of his tranfports been difmifled 
at his firft landing in France, and the remainder 
lately difperfed by a tempeft* 
wafrchfo/ ^® fituatcd, and finding it would be imprafticaT- 
Calais. ble to winter at Harfleur for want of provifion and 
forage, he, with the advice of his council, reiblved 
to begin his march by land for Calais, and pafs the 
Somme at the place where it was forded by his great 
grandfather Edward III. This enterprize was ren- 
dered extremely difficult, by a long fucc?ffion of 
rainy weather which had fpoiled the roads ^ but 
what feemed to make it quite impra^icable, wa^ 
the precaution of the enemy. Sufpeding'that he 
mertainod fome. f^ch dcfign» they h^ broken 

^own 
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4&Wi AHht bridges, deftixiyed the caufcw'ayrf, and ^ic. 1415; 
#aftwith«' country, fo that he could cxpeft to 
find no ft^ly ih his route, either of 'fifrage' or 
prorifion I and the conftablc d'Aibret was at hand 
with a choice body of troops to attend his rriotioris, 
and^harrafs him ih his march by cutting off his de- 
tadfed parties. Henry was not igiiorahf of thefe* 
eircumftances; and knew that the whole' kingdom 
cf France was in arms «to oppofe his pro^rtis. If e 
ibight have -ftayed at Harfleur, and been fopplied 
by fea With provifion and -other rieceiSkries : he 
might have aflfembled a fleet that would have 
traniportcd his army to England, without the 
kaft rifque from the enemy : but he was inffa^^d 
with ambitk>n to rival the exploits of his antreftors^ 
who had trmmphed at Crcfcy * and Poitiers, and 
mdtfrtook an expedition which even fuccefs could 
not juftify, and which feems to have been the reifulc 
of raihnefs, obflinacy, and prcfumption. Having Monfirdet. 
conftituted his uncle the earl of Donet governor of 
Harfleur, and Sir John Faftolfe, his lieutenant, kc 
the head of a garrifon amounting to three thbu- 
fiind'men, hie began his march towards the Somme 
with' an ^nv^ of twenty thoufand foldiers^ the 
greater part of which was weakened ^ by ftckneft. 
When he reached the ford of Blanquet-aqU^, he 
found the paflkge rendered tn(ipra6licable, by fliarp 
ftakes driven iritd the bed of the river, and a 
ftrong body of forces pofted on the other frde. He 
was not a little chagrined at this difappointment, 
which wdUk} have induced arty other general to re- 
treat to Harfleur : but Henry was one of thofe he-^ 
roes who are aniniated by diflSculties ; he refolved 
10 march farther tip the river, until he (hould find 
aft opportunity of croffing i and this fcheme he 
executed in fpite of a thoufand dangers and difficul- 
tiies. He faw all ^'bridges budken down, all the 
pafies defend^, and w^ To harraflTed .by tb« ene^ 
■ J ' my^ 
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A,c» HJSi finy^ ih^ht could, not ibnd off a det^dMiKiK 6mA 
the lioe of Qurch» wkhout ruoQU9g-{h«r«ir()Me c^ 
ka» being cut in pieces. Hi^ trqopsr^wrf a^i<%e<k 
pifh, a* dearth of provifion and tota^l wan( f»f .Moef-? 
' ffirksi whidi, added ta their diAemffer and thQ f i^T 
tjgu^ they underwear, would have. ^rJ^^^bem M 
defpfir, had not they been animiitec^ Jty. r.the ffm-: 
fence and example of their belOTed moA^bFch, wto^ 
jhared in aU their hard&ips, and encours^gsd Chevi 
^y hia alacrity. Perhaps even thefe pf>rdi|iii9' ^M>uU[ 
)iave faUed at lad, if his affairs had not t^n n 
favour^e turn from axi incideat which at (irft had 
a very unfavourable afpe£t. The c^ftabfe lof 
Fr$uice being reinforced i)y forty (hovfand met} M 
arms, and joined by all the princf(» and iiobkiiie« 
<rf the kingdom, e^cept^ the dul^a !pf Bwry.Mii 
Bur^ndy, a council of war w^s h^, >9d thqp 
unai)imouily rcfolved to allow Henry to a^b the 
Sommet and give him battle b^srwoen that riv^c 
and Calais^ In p^rfuance of thij^iclblutim) tiiiqr> 
withdrew their detachments frqm the paffes^ . and 
marched inu> the county of St. PoU ^tl^ a; view to 
attack the king of En^and after h^ ftouki ham 
croffed the river, fo that his retreat A^d be ta? 
Ufely C9C off. , i r 

wie'lnd H^^^y» finding the paflcs cj^ar. ford(ed<heriVtf 
finTsMmfeif betw»en St, Q^intin and Perpone, aodtadvi^tieiog 
p«t]^ydif. ^p giagney, perceived the whole JFreRc;h. ^my fHi 
%he m^fdi toward) Rofuflfeauville. ^nd ^gtncourc^ 
>^hich.l^ in ihe routei.to Calais* HiBittCHW faw hi* 
diftic^ities increafe, and began -to repimt of iho 
taftn^feipf his cof)du&- He found himtdlf in the 
iDidll of an enemy's country, d^rkiig the fevonA 
Jeaibnof the yiear,. at tb& head of am handful (o£ 
mf^n, e^h^ufted by diftempDrandfattgueitde^ituia 
of pToyigoB .and ptio^r ^09md(ipd^t»pni while. a 
prodigious army, amounting to^ ^ne hu^ctd thou:-? 
i^odfghtingmeob :b)QCkedjut> .the. pikffii|*p. to'id^ 

only 
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mAy plajcc uMierc iiefaotrld ttpift to Snd ftefeei' and ** ^^^his/ 
affiftaACffi lifrtifaifannct^iYCy fes feiu a mefl&ge to 
tie French conft»blei oflfering to reftoit Harfleur, 
and f epoSr alt i)ie damaae^he h^ c]ofi« to the French V 
nay:ev6tt tagivo ipcumy^Jtt he Mraiild ncvir again 
attempt ioamradeFrancrai'tf ifeey would laflow him' 
topa^tmrndtiied' m::Gal»sl^l Such was tt»e 61^' 
made by thiffiBkck Fritice, when he found hirhfelf 
fanroundtd at Poitiers ;-arid the anfwer i^hich Edv 
ward reecwied -was the faipne'*i^3ilch they now re- 
tvrricd taHenry ! th^frgefted his piFeir, and pro* 
pofed that bt and his arrny fliould Aabhlik it difcre- 
tjod. When! he treajted thi^ pvopohl With difdain, 
thfiy fcnt'itbrbe heraldsr to <Jefy him to battle, leav-^ 
i|igthe (i^neand place ta Ms ch|oke : he replied, that - 
weakened iOid fatigqtd ^ N^\«^s, he 'would hot' 
feek an eiigagtn^n« ; bm'j^ ht intended to (^ontt-^ 
ijue his - route -to Cakls^ they might attack him* . ^ 

mhen a»l:i»tete' they "fhciiald think pr^ei- to chufe^ 
tbfi fcene of adtlofc.) Then they took poft between 
&-(»i£ftauiiiUe and AgincoUpi, and gave him notice 
ti|ey <W!oaW engage him on the twenty; fifth day of 
Oflobeh < A«r hft ccwM'not pO(Bbly avoid an aftibn,* 
he acc^ted the challenge, iind prcfetited tht herald' 
who brbng^iit with a gratifkafioil Of ^ rich robe 
and two hundred crowto^. ' ' 

• During this ;inii8rval' of tJi*ee ddys/'bc took all Heprepiiwi 
the precautioix^ which the expdritnce of ehe moft^ ^"^ *^*''"* 
jd>te coHunaimitar cquM 1iav« 'diftated! He procured 
for. his foldfer^ fuc^ reflhefl^nients as the nature of 
tkmt fitCRitiOK WO¥>td aSlbrd : he ordered their wea- 
pons: and arnk)ur |o.l>e- nefitted and repaired : he 
indented a kind* of A*J) ftakes for the defence of 
the lapchers-t -^^ commit night and day upon 
borfebaek, riding th«^gh the liAeS to animate the^ 
Ibldiers^ atidfoperinteHd^'tfte ceconomy of^'tfic' 
oamp : hit-mtoixt^dtg^ the a:rkiy with hope of fuc^ 
cefs, by reminding them of the great i/4ftof ies ob^ 
> tained 
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A. c 1415. talned in Frsloce by their fefrcfethcns ; afibring tbeni 
that the enemy, though numerous, were raw, un- 
difciplined, and imprudent v and he gave themplainly 
to underf^and, they had no refource frotn ideath or 
captivity, but in the extraordinary efforts of their 
own vsUour, His affability, aftivity, and confix* 
dence, infpired the foidic^s. with fuch refolution and 
ardour^ that far from dreadihg the.humber of the 
foe, tjhey wifted eagerly for, the battle ; and bore 
their di ft rei&s with htmc patience, in hope of be-' 
ing relieved by a fpeedy viftbry. Indeed they 
feemed to have loft all fenfe of diftinftion in num« 
bers ^ for, on the day that preceded the battle^ 
David Gam, a Welfli captain, whom the king had 
fent to obferve the pofture of the enemy, being 
interrogated by his majefty concerning the number 
of the French army, replied, with great compio* 
fure, that there was number enough to be killed^ 

ti^h^\ enough to be taken prifoners, and enough to run 
away. While Henry thus a&ed the part of, an 
able and diligent commander, the French officers 
fpent their time in riot and rejoicing. When they 
confidered the handful of Engliih, who did not 
exceed fourteen thoufand enfeebled wretches, half 
dead with famine and difeaie, they looked upon 
the vidory as having already declared in their fa-. 
vour. They arc even faid to have {^ayed at dice 
for the Englifh prifoners before they were taken, 
and to have fent; orders to the neighbouring villages 
to prepare lodging for thofe ftrangers : ojn the morn- 
ing of the engagement, their infolence and pre- 
fumption roie to fuch a pitch, ^at they detached 
another hprald to Henrys to know^ what he pro- 
pofed to give for his mnfom. ;This infult he re- 
ceived with the moft cpnieinptuous moderation, 
defiring the meiTenger to tell thofe that feot him» 
a little time ^ould decide to-wh(Hn the ranfonx 
VGwld belong. .;;.:. 

4 ^ On 
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6n the day appointed for the dcciSbii of thii ^-^ h^I* 
great conteft, both armies were drawn up at break Battle of 
of day frt order of battle ; and the conftabld D' Al- AgincoBit. 
bret, who commanded the French, committed art 
error which was altogether inexcufable^ in chufing 
a narrow jiiece of ground^ flanked by a rivulet and i 
thick wood, where he could hot extend his front fo 
as to enclofe the Englifc ; \trhere his cavalry could 
not aft, and hR fuperiority of number^ inftead of* 
being art advantage, was an iricuilibrarice and mif^ 
fortune. '^ He divided his army intd three bodies^ 
And h& hlmfelf commanded the vari, accompanied 
by the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, the counts 
Gf Eu, Vendonle, and Richemont, the famous ma- 
^fechal dt Boucicaut, the great malter of the crofs- 
hoWSj the lord Dampierre admiral of France, the! 
dauphin D*Auvergne, and feveral other officers of* 
diftinftian. The fecond line was commanded by 
the duke of Alenfon, affifted by the duke of Bar; 
the counts of Vaudemont, Nevers, Salines, Rouffi^ 
arid Grand, Pr6. At the head of the third body 
were the cbunts of Marie, Dampmartin, Faquen- 
berg, and the fieur de Lauroy. While the French 
were employed in arranging thefe lines, which flood 
(b thick that the foldi^rs had not room to ufe their 
weaponSj Henry concealed four hundreH lances irt 
a wood upon- the right, and about two hundred and 
fifty choice archers on the left, in a low meadow^ 
covered with buflics. In order to extend his froiit 
equal to that of the enemy, he was obliged to form 
his little army into one line i the right wing com- 
manded by the duke of York, with the lords Beau- 
tnonf , Willoughby, and Stanhope, was advanced 
a Iktle Way before the centre, which the king took 
tinder his own conduct, attended by his brother the 
duke of Gloucefter, the earl Marefchal, and the 
young earl of Suffolk, whofe father had died at 
Mirfleur. The left, which may be denominated 

N^37. y the 
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A. c. 1415. jj^g j^gj.^ as it had not advanced fo far as the other 
two diviflons, was left under the dire£tioa of the 
duke of Exeter; and nothing could be more pru- 
dent than this difpontion, which was made by the 
advice of Sir Thomas Erpyngham, a renowned fol- 
dier, who aded as Henry's marfhal, and was the 
perfon who afterwards gave the fignal for the at- 
tack. The king himfelf appeared in the front of 
the line, mounted on a ftately \Aite courier, in 
fplendid armour, with a golden crown fixed by way 
of creft to his helmet : four royal banners were dif- 
played before him : he was followed by a great . 
number of led horfes in rich caparifons, and fur- 
rounded by the chief officers of his court and army. 
Whether the French generals were ftartled at the 
admirable difpofition, and the firm countenance of 
the Englifh, or had received orders to avoid a 
battle, certain it is, they flood in array, at the 
xliftance of two hundred and fifty paces, without 
proceeding to the attack *, and the king of England 
began to imagine their intention was to flarve him 
into a furrender. This was the wifeft courfe they 
could have taken ; and muft have been attended 
with fuccefs, had Henry continued inaftive-, for 
his provifions were already quite exhauflecji, and the 
weather fo rainy that it would have been imprac- 
ticable to keep the field much longer. Perceiving 
their drift, and confcious of his own fituation, he 
ordered the archers to ilrike their ftakes, which 
they planted by way of pallifadoes in the front and 
flank ; fo that they could advance before and retire 
behind them occafionally. He rode along the line, 
exhorting and encouraging the foldiers to behave 
like Englifhmen. Then, alighting from his horfe^ 
he took his ftation in the main body, and com- 
manded Sir Thomas Erpyngham to throw up his 
' truncheon as the fignal for the attack. The whole 
line raifing a loud fhout, advanced againft the ene* 
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my ; but Henry fearing they would be out of breath ^- ^- h's- 
before they could come to clofe fight, ordered 
them to bait about mid -way, and there the archers 
planted their piquets, to fecure them from the 
French cavalry. The battle was begun by a flight 
of arrows, which did great e.x^cution, becaufe the 
enemy ftood fo thick that every Ihafc took place* 
and even penetrated the armour of the French men 
at arms. The Englilh bowmen had advanced be- 
yond their flakes to make this general difcharge ; 
but, feeing the enemy's cavalry in motion to attack 
them» they retired within their pajlifadoes with ad- 
mirable order and dexterity, and plied the affailants 
fp warmly, that they begaii to fall into confufion. 
The troops that lay in ambufh on the right and left, 
charging them fuddenly in flank, completed the 
diforder ; at the fame time the archers flinging their 
bows, rufhed out upon them with their battle-axes and 
daggers, and a terrible (laughter enfued. Tho' this 
front line of the French confifted of the befl troops* 
animated by the prefence and example of fo many 
noblemen, and was commanded by the conftable 
in perfon, it could not fuflain the impetuoflty of the 
attack, and being once difordered, all oppofltioh 
was at an end : far from being able to rally, they 
had not room to turn, and were fo encumbered by 
one another, that they themfelves contributed to 
the viftory of the Englifli, who flaughtered them 
in heaps, until their arms were tired with the work 
of death. Though the confl:able, with a great 
number of principal officers, was (lain, and the firft 
line of the French entirely routed, the battle conti- 
nued ftill undecided; and the fecond line, com- 
manded by the duke of Alenfon, flood firm and 
eager to engage. .The Englifh, who were fatigued 
with adliqn, retiring behind the main body, to take 
breath and form themfelves anew, Henry in perfon 
led up his diyifion to the charge 5 and being ani- 

Y 2 * mated 
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A. c. H15. mated by th€ fuccefs of his firft effort, added to hi^ 
natural courage and vivacity, performed exploits of 
valour which equally aftonifiied his own foldiers andf 
. thofe of the enemy. 

twk?m im- While he thus exerted himfelf, in ai manner that 

"*^"7y *"" did much more honour to hid perfonal prowefs than. 

^r *. t9 his condudt, eighteen French knights, who had 
engaged in an aifociafiontci take him dead or alive» 
made thtrir way fword in hand to the place where 
he fought, and one of them ftunned him with the 
blow of his battie-ax, whfch, however, did- not pe^ 
netrate his helmet. Ift all pmbability he muft have 
fallen a facrifice to the determined refolution of thc^ 
aifiKiates, had not David Gam the Welfh captain, 
smd two other officers of the fame nation, n^fl^d 
between him and the aflailants, and loft their Uv» 
in his defence. When he recollefted his fpirits^ ht 
found thofe three ^galh-rtt foldiers dying of the 
wounds they had received, and knighted them as^ 
they lay upon the field of battle. The eighteen 
French knights were killed to a man -, and Henry^ 
Hill more ilimulated by the danger he had efcaped,- 
tixQitd into the midflf of the enemy i9kh redoubled 
Impetuofityj until he knd his brot^het Glfeuceftefi 
^ho fought by his fkte, found themfelves quite fe- 
parated Irom the troops they commanded. Ift thi^ 
hazardous fitilation, Gloi^cefter was felled to the 
ground by the ftroke of a mace ; and Henry cover- 
ing him with his Ihield, fuftained the fliock of a 
whole hbfl: of affaiknts^ until the dake of York 
came to his relief. At that very inftant he received 
a M^w upon the head, that made him ft^gger, and 
fall upon his knees ; but he fprang up in a moment^ 
^nd laid the aggreflbr at hid feet. His troops, in* 
fpired by his example to a degree of enthuflafm^ 
Iruflied forward as one man with irrefiftible fury^ 
^hkh bore down all before them, and diforcfcred 
the enen^y in £uch a manner, that all the endea- 

vou» 
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flours of their officers could not induce them to ^» ^* his« 

form, or perfuade them to pppofe the career of the 

Englifli. The.duke of Alentfon, feeing his divifion 

in, danger of being totally defeated^ refolved to 

make one attack that fhoulddther reftore the battle^ 

4)r fave him the mortification of furviving the dif- 

igrace of his country. He put himfelf at the head 

of fome choien volunteers, and cutting his way to 

^he ^x)t where Henry fought, exclaimed that he 

was the duke of Alenf on ; theft rufhing upon the 

Englilh mon^ch, cleft his crown with the firfl: 

ftrdke of his fword : he had not an opportunity of 

repeating his blow ; for Henry returned the faluta- 

tion in fuch a manner as brought him to the ground 4 

and with his own hand flew two of his followers. 

He endeavoured to fave the life of Alenjon ; but 

the guards were fo exafperated at his attempt, that ' 

they difpatched him immediately, before the king 

could interpofe effedually in his behalf. After the 

death of this nobleman, the French made no cppo«- 

iition ; but either endeavoured to fave themfelves 

by flight, or voluntarily ofiered their throats to the 

daughter. 

The third line was ftill entire, and much more The French 
numerous than the whole Englifti army. They ^^^^1^]^ 
were frefli and v^orous, while the vidlors fainted 
with the fatigue of the adion, added to the weak- 
nefe occafioned by their diftemper, which was fo 
violent tkat they are ftid to have fought without 
breeches, to fave the trouble of untruifing: but 
the third divifion of the French were fo intimidated 
fey the difafter of the^ other two linesj and the * 
dreadful fcene of carnage aAing before their eyes» 
that they reftifed to obey the command of their ge- 
nerals ; and, inflsead of advancing to the charge, 
retired from At fiekl of battle : though they ftill 
continued in a body, until Henry fent an herald to 
declare that flijHild they remain in that pefture until 

J 3 .be 


326 H I S T O R Y of ENGLAND. 

A.d4i5. he could come up with them, they ihould be all 
maflacfcd without mercy. Intimidated by this 
meffage, they difperfed, and left him intirely mailer 
of the field. He had not time to congratulate him- 
felf upon the viftory, when he was informed that 
the enemy were in his rear, and already in polieflion 
of his camp. Concluding they intended to renew 
the battle, he forthwith commanded all the prifo- 
ners to be put to the fword, except thofe of the 
moft diftinguiftied quality : and this inhuman order 
was jpundbually executed. He then marched to- 
w;ards the camp, and found it already plundered, 
by a body of fugitives under the command of Ror 
bert de Bournonville, who retired at his approach. 
Nothing now remaining to oppofe his arms, he re- 
turned thanks to heaven in public for this extraor- 
dinary fuccefs ; and proclaimed that it fliould be af- 
ciibed to no other bu: God alone. Thenhecommand* 
cd a French herald to declare to whom he thought 
the viftory belonged •, and he adjudging it to the 
Englilh, the king afked the name of a cattle to which 
he pointed with his finger. Being informed that 
it was known by the name of Agincourt, '* Hence- 
^' forward then," faid he, *' this aAion fliall be 
/ " named the battle of Agincourt.*' In this memo- 
rable battle, which begah about ten in the morning 
and lafted till three in the afternoon, tlie French 
loft the conftable d'Albret, the duke of Alenfon, 
who was a prince of the B!ood, the duke of Bra- 
bant and count deNevers, brothers to the duke of 
Burgundy, the duke de Bar, the counts de Vaude- 
mont, Marie, Rouffi, Faquenberg, feveral officers 
of great diftinSion, and about ten thoufand foldiers 
left dead upon the field. Among the prifoners, 
yrho were very numerous before the maffacre, the 
Englilh found the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon, 
f he counts of Eu, Vendome, Richemont, Eftoutc- 
yi|le>, the niarechal de Boucicaut, and fixtecn hun-» 
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drcd peribns of diftinftion: but the whole lofs of ^'^-'^is^ 
the Englifli did not exceed four hundred men, in- m'^^i^' 
eluding the duke of York, the young earl of Suf- Eimham, 
folk, tour knights, and one efquire. ^ ^"^"^"• 

Henry, after having given orders touching the ^^^ ^^ 
dead and wounded, marched back to Marcoucelly, Calais, from 
where he had encamped the preceding night,- that "^^^^ J^ 
his troops might be more conveniently refrefh- England. 
cd, and next day proceeded on his route to Calais : 
when he pafled by the field of battle, he took that 
opportunity to commend his army for their gallant 
behaviour; but at the fame time exhorted them to 
bear their good fortune with moderation, and at- 
tribute their fucc^fs to the God of battles, who had 
wrought a miracle in their favour. He treated the 
French priibners with all the pplitenefs df his great 
uncle the Black Prince, declaring that the viftory 
was not owing to his fuperibr valour, but to the 
immediate intcrpofition of Providence, which had 
made ufe of them as an inftrument to punilh the 
fins of the French nation ; and he affured them, 
that he was how more difpofed to peace than he had 
been immediately before the battle. Some days af- a^* ^K J 

Sp his arrival at Calais, he received a meflage from 
e duke of Burgundy, who challenged him to 
fingle combat, that he might have an opportunity 
to revenge the death of his two brothers, who had 
been barbaroufly maflacred by Henry's order on 
the field of Agincourt. The king, defirous of 
preventing a rupture with a prince from whofe al- 
liance he expefted great advantages, reftored the 
duke's gauntlet to the herald, ayl difmifled him 
with a civil anfwer, importing that he had no hand 
in the death of his brothers, which was entirely ow- 
ing to his ownfubjed Robert deBournonville, whom 
he defired him to punifti for his treachery. The 
duke would have followed his advice, had not that 
plunderer been protected by his fon the count de 

Y 4 Cha- 
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ApC. 1415. Charalois, to whom Bournohville pre&nted icurlow 
fword adorned with diamonds, which he fbun^ 
among the baggage belonging to the king of Eng- 
land. About the middle of November,, Henry 
embarked for England with his prifbners ^ and af- 
ter a dangerous pailage landed at Dover. From 
thence he proceeded to London, where he was re- 
ceived in triumph amidil the acclamations of his. 
people. The firft ftep he took w^ to appoint a day 
of religious thankfgiving for the fuccels of the cam- 
paign ; then he beftowed the moft honourable ob- 
iequies on the duke of York and, the caj-1 of Suf-. 
folk ; and the forn^r of thefe noblemen was fuc- 
ceeded in his title aftd eftate by Richard, fon of the 
earl of Cambridge^ who had been beheaded a| 
Southampton. 
^7buphin, The battle of Agincourt produced no other adr 
D renf'on? Vantage to Henry, but that of incrcafing the do? 
p^incefQ/ i^J^fti^ troubles of France i for he had not gaiaed 
fijince. a fingie foot of land by his viftory j and all the 
fpoil and the ranfom was not fufficrent to defray 
the ex|)ence of the campaign : but he found bi^ 
account in the divifions which that event renewed 
among the French princes, The duke of Bur- 
gundy feised this opportunity to re*eftabli& him* 
felf in the adminiftration, from which he had been 
excluded by the treaty of Arras. He faid, that 
^at a time when the kingdom was threafeneid with 
deftrudion, he, as a prince of the bloo^> and firft 
peer of France, had a title to affi(t the kkig with 
his advice ; and he refolved to fupport his right by 
force of arms. ^For this purpofc ht approached 
f^aris at the head of an army : but the dai^hin^ 
though his own fon-in-law, oppofed his precei)- 
ffons "with all his influence. That prince beftowed 
the office of conftabJfe on th^ count ef Armagnac^ 
t4ie duke's inveterate enemy, who profecuted ali the 
SurgyndianswUhthis.utmofl: rancour i Wd this in- 
flamed 
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(km^ ihe two fedions to fuch a degree, that tney Ac. 1415. 
n^ver could unite againft the common eiKtny of 
tlie kiBgdom. The dauphin, who v^as at the head 
of the ^dmmiftraiton, entered blindly into all the 
refenttnents of the oonfibble, and utterly negleded 
all meafi;iris$ that could contdbute to the re*efta- 
bliihintnt of the affairs of the realm, in a few 
months he was taken eff by poifon, and then the 
conftable remained fole mailer of the king's per^ 
^n and government, till the ireturn of John duke 
of Toufttinc, upon whom the title of dauphin de^ 
volved, and who at that time refided with his fa--^ 
thcr-ifl law the count of Hainault. Reiblving to ' 
obferve a ftrift neutrality, he fent orders to both 
factions to lay dowi their arms. The duke of 
Burgundy, who had mifcarried in his attempt upon / 
Lagny, obeyed his command, on pretence of pure 
deference, and retii^ to his own dominions : but 
the conflable was not fo pliable, fieing mafter of 
the king's perlc^, he did not think the dauphin 
hflvd a right to command him, until he ihould be 
in poifelfioa of the regency, which the conftable 
determined to keq> out of his reach, unlefs he 
would declare againft the Burjgundians, This op- 
pofition of the conftable hindered the dauphin fiom 
returning to the kingdom. France could not pof- 
iibly take proper nsafures for her own defence, 
while the duke of Burgundy negotiated privately 
with the king of England; while die duke of 
H^naulc courted the favour of that monarch, that ^ 
his foh-in-law the dauphin might be fixi^d in the 
regency-, and while Lewis of Anjou king of Si« 
cily, who headed the fd£tion of Orleans, had pro« 
jedted a plan for depriving the dauphin of his birth* 
right, that the crown might devolve upon Charlea 
count of Ponthieu, who bad married his daughter, 
^1 tbefe prmces thought they could not take a 
1!i^re «flS3fiaial method to accomplilb their feveral 
} aimsi 
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A. c, 1415. ajnn[3^ than that of having recourfe to the alliance 

of Henry ; fo that all the princes of France, from 

different views, foUicited the friendfhip of that king, 

againft whom they ought to have united as the 

Mcfcrai* common enemy of their country. 

A, c. 1416, Henry, notwithftanding the fuccefs of his arms, 

T^suf^ feemed to have laid afide all thoughts of profecut* 

jnundarrivet ing the war, and turned his attention wholly to the 

iff England, bufinefs of negotiation. He was extremely dcfir- 

ous of concluding an alliance with the duke of 

Burgundy ; and for this purpofe, agents were con* 

tinually paffing and repaffing, between Flanders 

and England, on pretence of fettling a treaty of 

commerce between the fubjeAs of the two powers, 

who had -for many ages maintained an intercourie 

of this nature. The duke fought to conceal the 

true motives of this negotiation, left it fhould give 

umbrage to the Parrfians who favoured his intereft; 

and Henry did not chufe'that it ihould be known, 

left the court of France, being alarmed at the prof- 

peft of fuch a co'njundion, (hbuld find means to 

fruftrate his defign, by a coa)ition with the duke 

©f Burgundy. In. the beginning of the year, the 

emperor Sigifmund had arrived at Paris, on pur- 

' pofe, as he a;fiirmed, to mediate a peace between 

the crowns of France and England ; and he was 

permitted to exercife aflbs of fovereignty, by pre- 

liding in the parliament of Paris, and creating a 

knight, as if be had a right of paramount over 

all tKe kings in Europe. He had proje&ed a truce 

for four years between the two crowns, which was 

rejefted by the coiiftabie : and finding his endca^ 

vours ineSe&ual at Paris, he repaired to England, 

with a View, if h'e could not mediate a peace between 

Charles and Henry, to form an alliance between 

himfelf and the Englilh monarch ; and this indeed 

feems to have been the chief intent of his journey 

from his own dominions. He was brought over 

with 
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vfith his train from Calais in Englifh bottoms ; but ^« ^* '4>^* 
when he approached the Ihore in a ihafoupe, the 
duke of Gloucefter, and fome other noblemen^^ 
ruflied into the fea with their f words drawn, and 
flopped the veflel, to the no fmall aftonifhment and 
terror of the emperor, whd defiring to know the 
meaning of fuch an extraordinary reception, the 
duke told him, that if he came with preteniiona 
to any right of fove^eignty in England, they had 
orders from the king to prevent his landing ; but 
if his Ible aim in coming was to a£t the- part of ^ 
friend and peace maker, he fhould be received with 
all the honours due to his imperial dignity. Si* 
gifmund afTuring him that he was come in charac* 
terof a mediator, they received him on fhore with 
marks* of the moft profound rtfpedt; and he was 
magnificently entertained upon the road from Do* 
ver to London. Henry in perfon met him on 
Black-Heath, from whence he attended him to 
London, and then to Windfor, where he was in- Grafton, 
flailed a knight of the garter, ^p""^- 

After all thefe ceremonies and rejoicings, Sigif- '^^ ^«n*'» 
mund, in conjundtion with William of Bavaria, Harflenr. 
count of Holland and Zealand, who hadjately ar* 
rived in England for the fame purpofe, proceeded 
to the work of mediation^ which they found more 
difficult than they had imagined it would prove ; 
for Henry thinking he had a right to rife in his de- 
mands fince the viftory of Agincourt, infifted upon 
having the town and territory of Harfleur added to 
the ceffion of all the other places which had beeo 
given up to Edward by the treaty of Bretigny. 
This obftruftion being infurmountable, they pro- 
poied a truce for three yearsj during which Har- 
fleur fhould remain as a depolit in their hands. 
The conftabie feemed to liften to this propofition, 
which was not difagreeable to H^nry j but, when 
ipvery article was agreed^ the French princes wl^o 

were 
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A.C i4x4« were ^jififoneFS in Englaad tefukd to guarantee tl^ 
treaty, which therefore did not take efie&. The 
count of Armagnac had refolYed to beliege Har- 
Jkur, and amufed Henry with this nc^ociation, 
«imil he was ready to executie his defign. He had 
engaged, with the Genoefe for foipie large carracks, 
wich a msnsber of crofs-bows, to join the French 
navy : he found fi>me pretext for conreying king 
Charles to Rouen^ that he himfetf might be at 
hand to foperintend the operarions : aod took his 
meafttiie^ with fuch f^crecy that Henry never dreamed 
0i his intention. The earl of Dorfet, who com- 
manded in Harfleur, mode incurfions to the very 
gates of Rouen, from whence he carried off a great 
booty, even while the count refided in that city ; 
and the conftable, with a body of choice troops, 
endeavoured to cut off his cetreat. At &r& he pb« 
failn.ed ibme advantages ; but the Englifii, per- 
reiving ht^ defign was to prevent their return to 
Harfleur, fought lb defperately, that tho* he greatly 
outnumbered them, they were obliged to retreat 
with great precipitation. The Genoefe carracks 
being arrived, and all the previous meafures taken, 
the conftabie ordered his troops to aflemble pri« 
vateiy from the different quarters in which they 
had been difperfed, and putting himfelf atthe head 
of a Urge army, invefted Harfieur by land, whUc 
the vifcount de Narbonne blocked it up by fca in 
AKh a manner that no fupplies could enter the place. 
Theaukeof Henry was confoundol at this attempt » for he 
fcttfthc^* imagined France was not in a condition to under- 
French fleet, take fudi an enterprize. He now plainly perceived 
fttui^lb^- himfelf a dupe to the conftabfe's negotiation •, and 
dons the lie endeavoured to amufe him in his turn. He ex- 
f^ "* prelfed the mofl fmcere incliiuuion to peace, and i 

propofed an interview with his coufm, fo be now 
^rmed Charles, whom be had before diftingailbed 
by the name of his advef fary of Fr^wce. He hoped 
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an interview would produce a truce, durhig wWch a. o. i^%^ 
he might fuccour Harfieur, which was but indifife* 
rently provided » Hii propofal of an interview be- 
ing rejefled) he fent Morgan, as his envoy, to dt* 
mand a truce, which the conflable did not think 
fk to graikt at fUch a jundiuie. Tiieie attempts, 
however, did not hinder him from equipping aa 
armament for the reUef of Harfteur^ which was fo 
vigoroudy defended by the earl of E>3rfet, thotal* 
though the fiege began in the middle of June, the 
eonftabte had made very little progrefs at the end 
of July. Henry having afiembled his forces and 
fleet, refolved to embark in perfon ^ and it wa» 
with great difficuky that the empercp at length dif- 
fiiaded hifn fjDm enga^g perfonatly in an expe^ 
dition, the fuccefe of which depended as much upd» 
the weather as upon the courage and conduA of thef 
commander. He fufiered himfelf to be perfuaded f 
and delegated the chief command to his brother thc^ 
duke of Bedford, who fet fail about the fifteenth - 
day of Auguft, with a fleet of four hundred (hips^ 
having on board twenty thoufand land -forces, under 
the cohdud of the earls Marefchal, Oxford, Hunt^ . 
kigdon, Warwick, Arundel, Salisbury, and Devon- 
&ire. The duke direfted his cdurfe to the mouth 
of the Seine, where the French and Genoefe fleet 
ky ready to receive them ; and here an obftinate 
engagement enfued. The enemy'^ gallies betn} 
provided with oarsf, were more eafily wrought ant 
floated in fhallower water than the Englifh veHEls-i 
ted the Genoefe crofs-bow men were counted the 
bed marines in the world. Notwithftanding theft 
iidvantages, when they cam^ to dole quarters, the 
£ngU(h boarded them with great intrepidity^ and 
fought with fuch fury that the enemy were entirely 
defeated. Two thoufand of their bell men wejie 
flain, feven of their largefl: fhips funk in the' engages- 
metit, four taken^'and feveral driven by the' vidot^ 

on 
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A, c. 1416. Qjj t j^g ^.^^^^ where they perifhed. The duke c£ 

Bedford having thus cleared the mouth of the river, . ' 
Paul. EmU. entered Harileur in triumph ; and the conftable 
Jfi^ifL d'Armagnac r^fing the fiege, retired wirh prccipi- 

John is°^ ^ During theie tranfadions^ the duke of Burgundy 
poifoncdat continued to carry on his private negotiations with 
and h{^'* Henry, under various pretexts ; fometimes pretend- 
cccdedbyhis ing to Fcncw the truce between England and Flan- 
u^ ders ; and foniecimes to confuk about the affairs 
charici. q{ the church, depending in the council of Con- 
ftance. The duke of Burgundy ftill hefitated be^ 
. tween his duty and what he apprehended to be his 
inteteft- As a prince of the blood- royal of France 
and firil peer of the realm, he could not conclude 
an alliance with England, without ading in diame- 
trical oppofition to his honour and his duty, and 
even difobliging his own partifans :. he therefore 
fpun out the negotiation, without any defign of 
concluding the alliance, except in cafe of neceffity, 
until the behaviour of the coi^ftable provoked him 
to throw himfelf into the arms of England. As 
the dauphin ftill refided with hjs father-in-law at 
the court of Hainault, the duke of Burgundy, re-, 
folved, in the mean time, to ftrengthen bis intereft 
by a league with that young prince, who was ex- 
cluded from his father's court by the power and in- 
trigues of the conftable. They had an interview at 
Valenciennes, where it was^ agreed, that the dau- 
phin flxould try once more by fair means to obtain 
admittance to his father's court and councils, that 
he might acquire that, rank and influence in the ad- 
mi niftration, to which he was intitled by his birth 
and expedtacions •, that ftiould the attempt fucceed, 
the duke of Burgundy (hould be invited to court; 
but in cafe of its failure, they ihould take other 
mcafures for difpoflefling the conftable, and fetting 
,the king at liberty from the reftraint in which he 

lived. 


H E N R Y V. S35 

lived* In purfuance of this r^folution, the dauphiff A.c. 1416. 
and his father-in-law repaired to Compeigne, from 
whence the count of Hainault went by himfelf to 
Paris, with a view to negotiate the demands of the 
dauphin, and the return of the duke of Burgundy^ 
But he had no fooner mentioned the name of this 
nobleman, than he was interrupted by the confta- 
ble, who declared that the dauphin fliould never be 
received at court, until he ftiould have renounced all 
connexion with the duke of Burgundy. The count 
of Hainault, provoked at his prefumption, could 
not help dropping fome menacing hints, implying 
that his fon-in-law would be obliged to do himfelf 
jufticc, by means of the duke's power and afliftance % 
and, in order to prevent fuch efforts, the court of 
France refolved to rid their hands of the dauphin, 
who, in a few days after this conference, died by 
poifon at Compeigne. He was fucceeded in the 
title of dauphin by his younger brother Charles 
count of Ponthieu, fon-in-law to the king of Si- 
cily, who was fulpefted of having effefted the 
death of Johp, whom he himfelf did not long fur- 

vive. Mexerai. 

Charles, who was now prefumptive heir of the NegotiatJ- 
crown, declared in favour of the Armagnac fac- hci^^i^ 
tion; and the conftable was more than ever con- the duke of 
firmed in the poft of minifter. His hatred to the ^"'s""**^- 
duke of Burgundy induced him to feize every op- 
portunity to perfecute that prince's adherents, who 
were vei^y numerous at Paris, until they could no 
longer endure bis tyranny and rapacious difpofitiqn ; 
and then they projefted a fcheme for introducing 
their chief into the city. The confpiracy was dif- 
covered ; and the count d'Armagnac wreaked his 
vengeance upon the whole party of the Burgun- 
dians, in fuch a barbarous manner, as incenfed the 
duke to an eager defire of making reprifals upon 
the count's adherents. All his fcruples noi^ yield- 
ed k 
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<V ^' *♦'«. ed t(> his refentmcnt. He publicly concluded i 
truce with Henry for all his dominions, compre- 
hending even thofe he poiTeiTed in France ; and by 
his ambafiadors at the court of England, agreed to 
an interview with that prince at Calais, where he 
promiied to do him homage as lawful king of 
France and his Hege fovereign. Mean while the; 
emperor having tried in vain to eflfe£l an accommo* 
datkm between the two crowns^ concluded a per* 
petual alliance with Henry, whom he promifed tof 
aflift in recovering the kingdom of France^ and the 
£0gliih monarch engaged to fupport him in oblig- 
ing Charles and ibme other princes to do him 
homage for certain countries, which, as he ai- 
ledgfsd, were fiefs of the empire. This treaty 
was figned at Canterbury, in his way to Dover, 
where he embarked for Calais, purpofing to (lay 
at that place fat Henry, who had agi^eed to meet 
the duke of Burgundy iti the beginning of Octo- 
ber. The court of France, alarmed at the report 
of this interview, fenc thither the archbiOiop (^ 
Rheims and (bme other ambafiadors, on pretence 
of treating about an accommodation : though the 
real defign of their journey was to difcover what 
ifaould pafs at the interview. Henty perceived 
their drift, and had no objeAion to their being wie* 
Bcfies of the duke's arrival at Calais : he therefore 
knmediaceiy complied with the requeft of the 
French court, when they demanded fafe-con^oAs, 
and appointed commiffioners to treat with them 
upon the fut^efb cf their propofaisr but he took 
fuch precaurioDs, that they could not, wkh all their 
art, dtvein to the true nature of his tranlaftion widi 
the dake of Burgundy, whofe pretence for meeting 
jHbenry was to confirm and ratify the trace already 
pvbliflied at London. 

The king of Finland croiling the fea aboat the 
latter end of Septcmfcer, granted a f^e-coadvd to 

the 
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t\i^ duke of Burgiindy and his retbue, amotrnting -A- c.i426, 
to eight hundred horfemen ; arid fent his yrotfier whohavc 
the duke of Gtoucefter to St. OmeTs, there' to l^J^f^' 
remain as ah hoftage for the fafety of the dt^ki'si caiais, and; 
perfon* Thus fecured, he arrived at Calais, tvhere! ^^^f^reaty" 
he was received with great magnificence ; atid'fub- ofaiuance. 
fcribed and fwore to the follbvsring "articles, whiclt 
had been preconcerted between their refpeftive agents 
and ambafladors t The king having explained t6, 
the duke of Burgundy his right and title to the 
crown of France, and his intention to obtain by 
force of arms, the fatisfaftion which his adverfary 
has hitherto refufed> the duke promifes to give his 
fetters patentro the following effe(St: That although^ 
for want of information, he had hitherto* adhered 
to the contrary parry, whrch he thought was in the 
nghrj yet now being better informed, he fn'omi.lfes' 
henceforth to be firmly attached to the king of Eng- 
land; his heifs and '' fucceflbrs, as true afid lawftf 
kings of France, in the fame manner as if they vyj^f^ 
aftually in poffeflion of the crown: AltHo'u^Ir/fw 
the prefent the king does not exafit honiagcSfWffrf 
the auke; neverthekfrthe faid duke acknowledge^ 
it fo be due •, and* promifes that as foon As Henry 
fhaH be in pofleflion of any confiderable part pi* 
France, he will do him liege homage, and tafce^th^i 
oath of allegiance, as any other vaflal of the crOvvti 
of Frahce'ought to' do to his foverbign : The' duke 
of Burgundy likewife' promifes to purfde' atttht 
. means, and ufe all the methods which have been 
fecretly ftipulated, for putting the king' of Enghrid 
m aftual pofTeffion of the kingdom of 'Prance? 
While the king is employed ill the profecution of 
his juft rights, the duke of Burgundy fhall'-^m^fe 
war with all his might upon Henry's enethies m the 
Icingdom of France •, namely, A. B. C D. and afl 
their territories and pofleflions, who fliall ' prove dif- 
obcdient to the king of England : In all thfe ^11n 
NuMB, XXXVIII. Z ances 
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A.C. 1416. ^nces or letters patent concluded and ratified be-. 
tween the king and the duke, in which the faiil 
duke inay have excepted the king's adverfary or his 
fohy he xioes not underftand that fuch exception, 
ihould prejudice his engagements to the king, 
which fhall be punctually fulfilled : If the duke, 
from political views, may have made ibme recep- 
tions in favour of the faid adverfary and his fon, he* 
' wills and underftands, that all fuch exceptions (hall 
be null and void, and of no value. . Thefe articles 
were reduced to the form of letters patent, written 
and figned by the duke's own hand, fealed with his. 
. privy-feal; and both he and. his ibn the count of 
Charolois, folemnly fwore that they fhould be punc-^ 

Ry««'» tually performed. 

Tranfac Henry having gained a confiderable point by this 

^Uamcnt. alliance, which refleds eternal difgrace upon the 
duke, of Burgundy, and his fon, as traitors to their 
country, concluded a truce with France till the fe- 
cond day of February, and returned to England, 
fully determined to recommence the war with re- 
doubled vigour. The parlian^ent meeting on the 
nineteenth day of Odober, the chancellor gave 
them to underftand, that all the king's intentions 
had been fruftrated by the pride and prefumption 
of the enemy -, and that, feeing the difpute muft 
be appealed to the fword, he had concluded treaties 
of aJliance with the emperor and other German 

Erinces, of which, however, he could not avail 
imfelf without the fupport of his parliament, whofe 
advice and afiiftance he craved accordingly. The 
menibers were fo well pleafed with his charafter 
and declaration, that they granted two whole tenths 
and tv/o fifteenths j while the clergy voted two 
tenths, to be raifed from their own body. In the 
me^ time, as this iupply could not produce ready 
.mgney for ptcfent {tince^ they voted indemnifica- 
.tion to all perfons^who ihould accompabdatc the 
/z . v.> . . .. Kine 
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king far his prcffing ooeaiions before the fub{idics^'^*'4>^«. 
could b«.levied. Then t^he king publiflicd a general 
pardon for all crimesV except ftith-as were capital^ 
and created the earl of Dprfetdukeuof. Exeter, in 
confideration of hisi.galknt defcnccof H^rfleun' 
Noitwithfttndiiig theparlianient's liberality, and the 
convenience of the loan for which they had given 
fecurity,' the fupplic's proved infuffideht tcatifwer 
the •mighty views of H?nry, whaJhad refolved-.ta 
take' a body of Sforeign; troops into hi& Jervice^ arid 
pay fiibfidies to fome iGt^rman piincesi whafe friend- 
ihipx>r neutrality he thought it hi^rintereftrtoie'^. 
cure. To anfwer thefe dennands,4tc mortgaged all- 
his own valuable efFciSh: the- cE0wi!h;belwri?; up0rt 
the days of ecrenionyi' was pledged iwith bis uncid 
the 4ili(hap of Wmcbefter i and he p^med his jevi^la^ 
to the mayor of London. . - r.l 

The court of France, .ftartled atiHenry^sprepa- Nc?:otiatioa 
rationsi, /revolved every. meafure they, .could devife u^^lni 
to .retard; hiif^xpedition.- The conftiblerkncw that the duke of 
any prcpofiaons coming.from him would he deemed ^^^^'^ 
iniincere at the court t)f England ; and^ thereforejT 
he i30iiceFted a fchemeiSteith the French noblemen 
who; -^erfc .prifoners , at .London. la ccwifequence 
of his'inftin^^ons, the dukes of Orleans and Bour-. 
bon^^rwith'the eountsjCtftEu and Veridome^, pre- 
temfepgtoieiofc upoft th§: affairs of France as-defpe^ 
rate,' took occafion iC© <jnfinuace Jfo 7thte £ngii(H 
courtier^i, < that they were difpofed to .treat with f h© 
kinj^ for. theparfeWts in. 'particular; and they tisa^ 
gined -that iHenry would .break the ice; and nmktf 
adva^es to J^hem oo.this fpbjeft. But^ :he^ payed 
very little. regard to, j;heir; overtures, which he juftly 
fuppofedwere calculatted^lOf divert him from his pur* 
pofei iifidxHhy b^ingdtfapp<^intec): in thisexpe&ation,, 
at lengthldemandied arinudifenCe, in which they defired 
to kno^ his^p'retenriPQS, .that they might deliberate 
with:iibe|^fe^es>; if^lth^r.or not they coukl in hor 

V^ " Z a jttour 


A.C, V4V7A rtoiir comply mth his prbpoiols. Henry told theth' 
jilainljc, ihatiie^iiad no other propofal to n)ake^ buc 
that they fhould^acknowledge him as kihg <^ France,^ 
and iheir lawful. foYareigA z a declaration fo difa^ 
^eabki,' thatiJie duke of Orkans told the iklogy. 
there was* Ho-anfWer to be made to fuch a denaand^ 
and npth»ngfunher palied at this conference^ la a 
few weekfi after this audience/ ^e duke of Bourbon 
gilve Heiiry to^imderftand, that^ by means of cer- 
tain perfons Tone to France to jmak^ incpiir^ about 
thtf oatune^ bis majefty's |>i:et8n(ibns, iieand the 
ocher prilbaers 4&ad receivDd new Ughts^ and tkar^ 
lor hish Qwn< paft, he was perfedly comrinced of 
Henty^ juft: Cide to the cro^i^ which he ciaimei 
by righc of ynheritance r bqt*^ 'that aa his in^ftv 
i¥s» «(illing i»«'<kfift from that claim^ in cpi^dera* 
tion g( certain provinces which he demanded^ it 
<- ; was the fendfite^nir of htm, and all the prifoners, 

that the French (SotHt iliould comply with his dc- 
" mandsi and vtfeat they were refolwd to employ. s^l 

'tfecirpbwerandinSuencrtowardsihis fadsfiidtion^ He 

therefore afkcdpermiiUim'ta go to France^ whenc he 
woufd^ tn tiiPeiftamecKf himfelf and feUow^prilbaEtrar 
tathon; the^kidig to embrace fuchi realbnaUe -prai^ 
iais ; afad flimaki their adme be i:eje<3>edv they- would 
deem themtfehres. abfolved &om^ %\mv allegiance to 
Charles:^^ The duke engaged icfr hiobfetf in.pilttw 
Cbiary 40 put flij his places <ift die hands o£gcyi9er«> 
liors tdeYd^)t(^ his intereft; to return to JEi^land 
a€ any tihie the jdng fhould picfcrifae, anddofaiai 
kemage &$ his lawful fbvereigm But, andtie fascaa 
tiffie, heflbegged his majtfty WCM)ld not divslga his 
Jif opofels until be (houki return, that he might {nor 
bt eKpofed >c6 tdie refmtmem iz^ cbe Freiicih^eouiVf 
during hij^ rcj^iis^nce in ith^t; coia^try. 1 Thi>' fioirji 
ftili doubted' icha duke^s finadrity, hewasib'i^rte*^ 
ably^ flatcered^jth the pPC§p&Bt of poiefikig fa iimny 
£»r f)r€^v)i»»oe$^3>withautori^iszlor oxpetKe^yiihai^hc 
Zs.\u 2. ^ ^ com'* 


^QTbfUkAmth Bourborfs requcft 2 but-hc/tKd'not A*:«- hi^. 
intermit t moment t6 his preparatiorisl The duke 
fttyed fomt time in France^ but perSbripfid no part 
^f hU: ejfigagements to Henry, vHno wns (o 'piqudd 
H iho atoempt to knpofe t)n hims,^ithai2when tfa;: 
^^k» Ktiitned to Ei^land, hci and hjafeilaw-prr- 
Ibners vh^re confitied -to the caftle of Pbotefraft in 
Yorkshire, whereas they had boea , ibnnfcriy pec- 
HDttted to live at large up<Hi parole. ^^ ^^^\ 

The condition of !JRrance was now cnilf depior- T^eiuri^ 
able. The king^ tntapftbkJof oiajiaging the r^ins ^|J^'\^ 
iof giwerbment I t^heidake ofBuirguhdyv firft pe^ Tiaorj^vnf 
of J the realm, and hdad ai ar powerful parcy^ engaged fji^^^ 
in St fecret alliance with the.enfimy:.«^ Jib oouniryi^ 
the "Other prtnees of theblotid prifipneii in EAgtaod 4 
wd tbd kingdom'^ governed by a yowbg prmee of 
fOuirMdn years of a^^. ^luider the guidance of jth^ 
CJAiilid'i^rcnagnac^iTiohlenian of the/inoft viaknc 
paflTiona, ilrhp knewyho.gratI&:atioii jeqnahto that 
of revenge and openly lacnficeci i!he public goo^ 
ti^hds.tefentmenc and ambitkin. Henry was n^t a 
prinoe 'tonegleA iiuc^ a favourable -^opporamity of 
executing the great 'd^figns he had prdjeded. Ht 
ordered ..his navy toHbe cqu^xped, apd tiriis wmy $m 
rendczvoftts at Soochampion, by tho ft>tiiteenth xflf 
February; ' There they iffembkd^.td eheiniimt>p» 
of about .ei^t and tveehty th^ufand ^ny the^flowidf 
of t^ EngTifh rddievy^ better armecfandt^^pbimed 
thanany oiiker tixx>^9>in^thid worldf^aiid eommandeA 
by officers of birth, ^xperkiii&cdv-iiid^^tftfiidiion: 
]&^nrdie kin^enxbarfced, hefendriie^eartof tftiff* 
dngdoD^ with aifi^Dadron to ffcour ttie^isbaimrii 
wJheti he fell in ^ghonineiiarge GeAoefet&ipjpQ in 
the fcrvice of • Fraijtf , i.whicfciheuaggigid'^ 5ind de« 
ftbiXMi a&er hovip^^din^ thi^e^ arid tdken ;the Hfci 
number, on bqant toft whichi w^gij^re-^bttftand 6i 
Boufbbn^ admiraVidf iPtkice, .itfith i^^half yeai^ 
pay ifer the whole Frroch' navy : ttiefe fiumin^dcm . 

tedu^hiiii^ triumph to the^hattKAir of ^8ou^ I 

; '' 3 Z 3 ' Henry I 


34* HIS TOR V OF ENGLAND. 

««c f^^Tf. : Henry ihavihg appointed the duke of Bedford re* 
gem of the kingdom, embarked at Portfmourhon 
the twenty third day of J«)y, and landed on the 
^rft of Aogwft at BevilJe in Normandy, The firft 
place he' mrefted was the ftrong caftle of Touque> 
wl^ick furrehdered on the ninth day of the month ; 
•and ttie redadion of this place was followed by that 
of pambierres, which fubm'itted to the earl of Sa^ 
KcfifyiMias lilbury. By this time the duke of Borgdndy had 
mandy/and pehctratcd to tfec- hcatt of Erancc. The imperious 
^"V'o?^ difpofition of the conftable, the" death of the two 
fhett. • dauphins, whicii was.imp]!iiced:tbhis treachery^ and 
the exile of the queen, whortrihe had pcrfuaded the 
dauphin to baniih from Paris to Tours, furhifiied 
ihe duke with a plaufible pretext for making a di- 
Verfion in favour of the Engliflii monarch, -He 
publiihed a manifefto againft; the conftabie, in 
which he exaggerated his vices and mifconduft : 
then he wrote to the king, . fignifying, that, as firft 
peer of the reaim, he could not help endeavouring 
CO prevent ihetbtal ruin of the nation ; and, find* 
ing that foine towns' of confcquence dechired in his 
favour, he began his marich, at the head of. an ar* 
4iiy, .for .ii^risv hoping that the dauphin and con-^ 
ilable wouldi either iabandpa-tSiat city, in order to 
typpofeuhe; £xigHih, or.ibe^^ibiiged to lay afide a9 
ihooghtfi r of soppoficion to tbe/progrefs of Henry. 
IT his i^ft'pbrir.oi thealtcrnatiyctwas whatjhey chofe^ 
BB ' bmngrimifehiii^ore willing tafee part of the king* 
dom cpnqueced by^ tJi^e pqbhc .enemy, than the go* 
vernrnentiwceited t>utof rthimtfc7i»|s by- their pri- 
)«ft|fi}tdvef^iea;r For this: .teafisln, Henry met with 
no yppofmb&tmtht ^ktd ^nihodgh the city of Caen^ 
which, he .^ficgsdv unade a ..v^rciis defence for 
fome. rime, ^^nli^;iEhe., walk, .ib^gv-vndeiaminedv Jie 
fifc&^d' a ibceiPichFio tmi[d\Skmnt -parts^ 3 and 1 tiook 
lh<3 {)Uce::by «*»«./ ;Affe i»^ing .teac^e-Hnofelf 
IRjiftqV of ;tfe rjtii^, :hp.'CQatowwi the: principal -in^ 
}^l?tfaf|t;9; iiitc^IlS) :C^t3i$uiha:^^ ci)i!lqnijciif di thmi: t6 
v; i r a deiivef 


"" ' H E N R Y V. • . 34f 

Oliver up their arms, and then ordered a . great ^'^^ ^^'/.^ 
number to* be put to death, for no other crime than 
that of having bravely defended their own habita- 
tions. The citadel was fo furioufly plied with his 
artillery, that, in a few days, the ^arrifon capitu- 
lated upon honourable terms. This place being 
fecured with an Engliflb garrifon, commanded by 
Sir Gilbert Humfreville and Sir John Pbphani,* 
Henry detached the duke of Clarence with a body 
of forces into the Upper Normandy, where he was 
very fuccefsful; while the king himfelf reduced 
with very little difficulty, Bayeux, Lifieux, Gour- 
cy, Argenton, Seez, Alenjon, and feveral other' 
places of confequerice. In thi3 lafttbwn he was yi-* 
fited by the duke of Brittany, who concluded a! 
truce with him for one year, in behalf of his own 
territories ; and another, for the fame term, in the 
name of the queen of Sicily, for Anjou and Le 
Maine, as tutorefs for her fon Lewis. 

While Henry proceeded, with fuch rapidity in his ^*^'*»<>n * 
cbnquefts, queen Ifabel, who had been exiled to queen of 
Tours, made advances towards a coalition with the fhrdu^Tof 
duke of Burgundy, with whom (he had hitherto Burgundy, t 
lived in a ftate of enmity : but, the defire of being 
revenged upon the dau.phin and conftable fwallowed 
up all her' refentment againft the duke, to whom 
flie fent agents, with propofals of a league againft 
their common enemies. The duke embraced the 
offer ivithout hefitation ; and th^ privately con- 
certed meafures for her deliverance. He fet out all 
of a fudden, from Corbeil, where he was encamped, 
at the head of a chofen body of horfe, and marched 
with l^ch' expedition, -th^t, before his defign was' 
kiiown, he rea,ched the abbey of Marmoutier, irC 
the ndghbourhood of Tours, where he found the; 
queen, who,- by appointment with hin^j hiad'gdne* 
thitheron pi^etenee of devotion. He met with no' 
dppofition in carrying her off to Troye iii' Cham^ 
pagne; wiiere he-aiTumed the title of regeirte*, pre- 
<.:• -^ Z 4 tending. 
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A.c. J4ir. ttoding, that the king was detained as a prifoner 

by the dauphin and the count d'Armagnac. 
^^l^lt^ ' '^^^ Ffcnch court feeing their affairs almoft de-r 
p^Ron^iie rperate, had recourfe again to negotiation, and de- 
^^ H«"' ^^^^ ^^^^ conferences might be opened for an ac- 
leducesFa- cpmmodation. ^ Jienry aflented to the propofal, 
▼wL^^oM ^Hhput interrupting the progrefs of his arms, and 
placet in appointed the earl of Warwick, and fome others, 
Noiaandy. ^ ambajflidors, to treat with the archbiftiop of\ 
Rheims, chief of the French plenipotentiaries, a(. 
Bernonville in Normandy. But thefe conferences 
ceafed in a very little tinie *, for, in the beginning of • 
tl;ie congrefs, the Engli(h envoys declared, that; 
Henry would abate nothing of the following pro- 
pofmons : That the king of England ihould eijpoufe 
the princefs Catherine : That king Cb^trles fhould 
enjoy the crown for life •, but that, after his death, 
it (hould devolve upon the king of England *> and^ 
in the mean time, as Charles was incapable of go- 
Tit. rrr. verning, Henry Ihould aft as regent of France, As 
Rymar, ^^^ Frcnch plenipotentiaries had not power fufficien^ 
to treat upon thefe articles, the conferences pro-> 
duced no cffeft, and the Englifh purfued their -ope- , 
rations. Henry undertpok the Qege of Falaife, and 
took the town on the twentieth day of Peccmber^: 
but the cattle did not furrender till the t^qnth «if; 
February, when it obtained an honourable capitu-, 
Jatign. Though the winter was yery.^vere, Henry^ 
W iboner reduced this fortre&, thaa; he divided h^y 
drfpy jptq three bodies ^ one of which he detached, 
under the. CQmmand of his brothi&r|Si the dqk^S; of. 
C)af qace and Giouqed^F^ >vhile the ptj^r rwas fent. 
tender dbe concjudt of the dtjke. of Exeteri aiid the, 
e^l of Salifbury, to ^urf^e .their conquefts ijn dif-; 
tercet parts qf Norn>andy* Henry hini^Lf kept th/tj 
field aifo J and, in the months of M^rch and April, 
fubdued St. |L.o^ Carentan, St. Saiiveur le Vicomte, 
ax)d feverjal other places. Evereux furrendered in 
tbip m99iib pf Mayj and then fee iny^d Cher- 

bourgx* 
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bourg^ .which, together with Roiuen,^NKefe,the on\y ^'?\H«% 
places of importance in thq whole f^pyince i^ 
9PW. remainea unconqi,)ered by the Em^ifbiorces.:^ 

While; I^enry w^ eosp^ed in che,%gr of Cber-^ Maiiaci«<f 
bourg,^the court of t^rance underwent' a .i\ew reyo-^J^^^^* 
lutiop : the council of Conflance, ^ter^h^ing de?. >n Paris by 
ppfed, three pretended pbpes,^ had ^ length cledei^^'*^' 
the cardina} Colp^nff^ who aflumed the . x^aoie of 
Mp^vtin y . and thi$ pqntiff^ unmediately .^ftci* ')hi$^ 
elev&ti9n, ienc two legates to France^ to neconcile 
the two fa&ions of that nation. . Thefe agents^ weFqk 
fo preiling in their follicitations, di^t both partiea* 
fent. deputies to Moni^reau^faui^^yodne, wji^e, .af- 
ter warm: dliputes, and aUercation, }t was agreedi: 
that ^e dauphin,' ^d fhe duke of Bvirgundy^ 
ihould goivern the kiogdom. cpnjun&Iyy ^during.th^ 
prevalence of thq kin^s diforckr. But thi« convens 
tion w^ fruftrated by th(( ifntri^^es of tjie conftableit' 
who could not endure the.thought of the duke^a 
being at the head of.tfae.ad(pini(trauonf. The vip^. 
lent oppofition which the^ count d'Af^iagnac madi^ 
to this agreement, which was the nieafure ^hac bfide: 
faireilfortb^ advantage, of the kingdop, excited 
a ^amour figainft him through the whole naciotiii: 
and ps^rticularly in j^aris^, which .l]uid always if^i 
youred; the. c^yi^ ^ Burgundy. , The inhabitants^ 
who adhered to that faction) he^^ (e v^ral .^nfujl^iH 
(ions in private \ they at Jength, foif^ m^n$ jto^ 
introduce, by jnghfi^ JL^i^ d'Adajp^ igpvernog ofc ' 
Pontoifey poe of K^e ^duke's molt zcalou^^ partifans, .. : . r 
who epuercd the city with eight hwodr^^horfej ' 

apd thft Parilpans, \w/ig up arms, m^ 
ipalfafrc among tboie that wifhed ^l-iw^itbe, Air-) 
m^gfiac intcieft. T^nwg^y d^ Chafe^ngpD»?<MQr^ 
the, B^ftUe, iinding it ipiprafticable: to qui^U ithis- in-i 
iqrre&ion, ran dii^Aiy iO the hoixyfpfv^fi^ fta^i^ 
tH^i^^^ypibin in his Ihirti wpvcyed h^fjflcb^ f^^z 
tp?fs^ ffpm whence ;hc,-: th^ next djgfi:,vrctire4 toj 
,-, Melun, 


|4S HIStORY 6f ENGLAND- 

*.c;i4i»i McJun, bccaiiTe he did hot think himfelf fafe in the 
Baftile^ from tfie rage of the populice, who fecurcd 
the king's perfon, and comnfiltted the conftaSle to 
' * prifon. Thofe who had been exiled from Paris, on 
- accbunt of their attachment to the diike of Bur- 

; '^ gundy, no fooner * heard of this tranfaftidn, than 
they returned from all quarters, and inflamed the 
people with redoubled rige agalnft their adverfaries. 
The maflacre was renewed on the twelfth day of 
, June, when the conftablewa^ brought from prifon, 
^nd murdered in the ftrcet, through which his body 
was driaggcd with the utmoft iridijgnity ; and his' 
creature the chancellor, fevera! biftiops, and others, 
amounting tp the number of two thoufand, fell fa- 
crifices to the' fame unbridled barbarity. * When 
thefe tumults fubfided, tfhe qtieen and the duke of 
Burgundy repaired to thar city, which they entered 
in triumph -, and having the king in tjieir power, iffued 
whatever edifts, - or orders^ they thought might be 
conducive to -their own intereft ^ while the dauphin, 
Who KkewJfe aiTumed the title of regent, threatened 
all thofe who Ihould obey rtie duke of Burgundy : 
fothat the parttfans oiP eitfh -fii^libn were treated as 
jcbels by the other; and even a neutrality was ac- 
counted criminal. To thefe diftfaftions, if we add • 
tiie prbgrefs of a conquiering ^nemy in the bo\itrels 
of thecountryi and a dreadf ufj^ague that ravaged 
the city of Piris, every reader niuft own j ihit the 

MoaiMct. ^j^^^aj^jQ^ of .France; was truly deplorable. < 

Henry be* r Thf!^ r)evotutf6n in the court bf ^^France was, at 
r1^». fiffti favour^We to the views <tf ^Hcnfy. Th* rtew 
count of Atmagnae; the lortf^f A^bitt, and* other- 
pafcort noblemen bf the fame ^rt^ who had been 
very aftiVe ^aJnft * the EngRih in • GuienhCj now 
found it their interelft to conclude 51 truce^ by which 
he was relieved from a very troubiefoiWe diVerfibn, 
aiid enabled • to- withdraw fome Imops- frctfnf -thkt 
tountry, witti which he rdnforced his "arhiy^in 

Nor- 


Normandy. Cherbourg, after a fiege of three ^ ^* •♦'•^ 
months, ha^ -capitulated ; and Point de4^Arche 
ftrrrendered almofl: without oppofition : fo that the . 
city of Rquen was now the»fole objeft of Henry's 
defire 'in Nofmanidiy ; and he refolved to reduce it 
under' his donfiinion. ' This was an ienterprife of 
great difficulty, as the place was fortified, 'and de- 
fended by a' garrifon of four thoufand regular 
troops, befides about feverity f hoiafand * inhabi- 
tants, fit for ter vice. ' Guy de Boutel Here, who 
commanded Irt the place, turned out all the ufe-' 
lefs. mouths, laid in a great quantity of provlfions; 
cleared the ditfchesr, and made all the preparations 
for a vigorous defence. Henry liavifig funr^moned 
him to furrender, and received for anfwer, thath^^ 
would holttout tQthe laft extremity, ordered theto^ft" 
to be invefbed on all fides ; and, in the difpofitio«s 
he made for this purpofe, to6k fuch precautions aS 
mighf ferve for a model to a modern ertgineen 
The befieged made a great number of fallies, but 
y^ere contiriO'dly r^pulfed with lofs : till, at length^' 
they were fo hampered^ by his lines of circunrival- 
ladon, that they durft not. venture to come fdrtlH 
and all communication with the Seine being cut off^ 
both above and below the town, they began to fe«l 
the miferies ofwant. Then they addrefled them- 
felves to the duke of fiurgundy for fuecouf. That 
prince; followed the maxirn of his predeceflbr and 
antagonift, the cOifnt of Arnnag«ac, AM wl^ ittueh 
iMOre intent upon- trwintaining himfelf agairift the 
praiSticfis of his l^iv^ate' enemies^^ thanfupon-oppsd 
fing the progreffr^ of the k-mg of Englancjv'-- He 
employed, however, thfe popeVlegatc^ toufe-tfefttf 
eftdeavours with He^iy to rtlini<|uilh the fiege 
of Rouen j" *alifd^«h^ cirdinal d'Uriini repilrediitq 
the' Engltfh cin^pV '^^ offerfed himfelf aS a tnte^ 
dtejor 3 but <iH4ft?y' perceived 'tils* d^ift, and lent' si 
iteaf cay.to a-Mr h^^^ v r ,;> 

•-'>; ^ Then 
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4u G. i4if; Then the duki^ aflerpbkd a bod3rof forces, art4 
Manages pretended he woold g^ve battle to the EngUIh. On 
SdonTfuhe ^^^^ pretence^ he conveyed the king as far as Beau^ 
£ime time $ yoi$ ; but attempted nothing further againft the 
dauphi?«d enemies of his country. By this time, in all pro^' 
another b^biflicy, he had altered his fentiments jvith regard 
dukcrf*^ to the king of England, becaufe his revenge was 
BursuDdy. now f^tiated with the blood of thd con|[table and 
his adherents ; fo that he had no further occafioii 
for Henry's aififtaace ; and his afie&iQn for his 
o^n country and family recurring, he could not be 
yFell pleafed to iee the moft inveterate enemy of ^ 
France in the heart of the kingdom which he him^ 
ielf governed. On the other hand, he was obliged 
to keep meafures with Henry,* who had it in hi$ 
power to deRroy all the duke^s popularity^ by pub-' 
Jtihing the fecrec treaty of alliance, jwhich would 
liave rendered him odious to aU his countrymen, 
Tho^ fituated, he had obferved a kind of equivot 
cai cpnduA fmce his re-eftabli(hm^nt in the mint- 
(Iry, and feemed to be perfectly neutral in every 
thing that concerned H?nryfs fuccefs or operations* 
The belieged, defpairing oif his affiftange, had re-* 
0ourfe to the dauphin^ who Was ;)0t in a condition 
tp raife the fiege by force of mm$ i, a;nd thiercford 
attemf^^ed it by the method of ^vegopation. Whc^ . 
ther he was really lAclined toc^ndude ailaliiog 
j)eace with Henry,- as he.i preteadedv fit only to- 
deavoured to amyfe-h^m with a treaty i certab.ic 
is, he made ovcrt^ares to the Engliih monarch, «id 
even exprefled a defire of treating, not only con« 
earning the peace. with France^ aAd themafich ben 
tween Henry and Catherine, but alio^OUtaA iri- 
Hanfie between the. kiing of Eftgfend ' and thed'au^ 
phiiti ^tnft. : ithe duke: of ; Sir gvwady # Henry » 
whi^fe ietereft: i*;wsaf to widen ^i breach between 
tfae.dti«phiix\.aAdLrth^ duke, liftewdito -the propo- 
&1, in a congrefs, witb pJeaiuro, aind appointed 
i. ;.**. the 
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Ihe archbilhop of C^ntcrbin^y^; theea<rls of War- ^•^•'•*'*^ 
wif:k and Saliibi^y, Philip -M(*gan, and .feveral 
o^ber abk negotiators, hia ambaffadors, to u^eat 
with the dauphii\'s pknipots^ntiarws. ' On this oc^ 
^lon, Henry a4:fcd the pajctof.arirafty pQliticiaofc 
m^ than .of a difiiitercftiBii hero i for* on the 
yery day that he fignied the inftruftions ofi.ch<Pfe 
♦j^jbaffadorsi he wrote a letter: t^ the- duke of Bmit- 
gijjEidy, afiliring hinj, thafcif.the Mgotidtion foir 
j)e^e;ftiouldbe,ilcnewed».bc would do all thftt layf 
in his power, tq bring, it to a Happy iffuc* , Thi* 
fleclaration ii^uced the mUnfter to. appoint; it he 
biihQl>s<rf* Arras ind BeauYois, the firft prefideaft 
^e Morviikrs,-. and . fome ^thefcs,. . pjenipoitf miajiky* 
m negotiate the ftceommodftlloD* Thus . the^ king 
^f Engjajid, by treating with bodi partifes at onft 
tii^e, imagined he fhould manage their mutuai 
jealoufy* in ^u<ib a manner, aa wouM tend to^hit ' 
few© advantage.. The confcrqnce. between i the 
EngUlh an>btfiador3, . and tho& x^ the davpfci^^ 
were opened oa the twenty-fiirth day of N^y*ml4 ' 
l)er> at Aleui^gpo, where the former declared they 
yfOuW not. treitt .of the itiatch until the ardcte of 
the peace Ihould be .adjufted. rThm thej infifi:^ 
Vjpcm kt«oWing the:utnioft offers the Frcoch :cn\®ys ' ^» 
kAd 'p^wtr io rt»kc i and,jafiier numberless artai and 
evafions prak9:ifed by the dauphih's agents, ^indt*'- 
ftopdjtbat he w^ willing to give up the towns and 
provinces oedcd to England by the treaty of Bro*^ 
(igny; on Vonditboi of Henry V doing homage lor 
^temto the croiwn of France. The English ro^ 
je&ed the propofal concerning jsomage, and de-r 
manded Normajody, as an addkion .to the other 
provinces ::they like wife dsfued to know^t wl»S 
lecurity the datiaphin could .givis for the execution 
' ©f the treaty-, arid the French ambafladors, having 
0apawer to treat on thcfe iubjafts^ the confercnoo) 
pcoved abordrtv :Th4s negotiation was hardly at 
i . ... an 
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^.c. »4»*- aft cndj when the ' ambafladofs of the two crown^ 
began another at Pont de rArche, under thte me-* 
dtation of the pope's legate : but this was inter* 
rupted almoft as foon as begun, by a ffivoloti^ 
pun&klio, which * plainly proved, that the > duke 
of Burgundy was not in earneft. The {)l6nip(>^ 
temiaries of Charles' demanded^ that the writings 
ihoold be en'grofied in the French language ; and 
the EngUfti rcfufed to comply with the propofal:. 
in vain did the legates recommend a medium, and 
advife, that there fhould be two copies written, one 
in Ffencht and the other in Latin ; ^n expedient 
to which Henry confented : the duke: of Burgundy 
was inflexible ; and the end of the congrefs was 
fruftrated. Neverthelefs, it did ^not fail to alarm 
the dauphin, who being ignorant of the particulars 
of the tranfadlion, apprehended a' peace between 
Henry and the duke of. Burgundy, which could 
not but be to his prejudice : he therefore intreated 
Henry to appoint a pkcefor renewing the nego- 
tiation begun at Alen^on ; and the king of Eng- 
land finding his account in blowing the coals- of 
diflehtion, agreed to fendambafladorsto Louviers, 
Rrmcr. in the beginning of February. 
Rouen fur- Thefc political mcafures did not at all affect his 
HpSlftion. warlike operations. The ficge of Rouen had laft- 
A. c. 1419. ed from , July to January; and'the befieged, after 
having made a noble defenca, wer^ feduced to the 
utmoft extremitKs : they had eaten up all * their 
horfes and domdftic animals, including even rats, 
mice, and vermin. . They had turned out abova 
twenty thoufand miferable wretches; men, women,, 
and children, whom Henry would not allow to 
pafs, but drove back to the walls, under :which they 
lay expiring in heaps, the vi£lims of cold and hun- 
ger. At length, thofe that remained within the 
, town, refolvcd to make one defperate effort in a 

general fally, and endeavoured to cut their wa^ 

through 
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tHrough the lines of< the b^gers. . T^o thaufand. ^t^, ?1^v 
men were cWfen fprthif auempt ; , but when twoT 
thouiand, of .the nurnhje^., jwd p?fl?;d the. bridge j ic: 
paye vrajji^^and thi$,^ci<ient prevented ^tb^ir be-. 
jing-J9|iiJ^ ;J^y,tbe^'3C<?p>p9nrions. Th^ handful,- 
however,, < iieeing^ theu'/J'^turn cue oSf attacked the 
htfitg^^ynih ipcredil^ei f uiy , and fpp^t until the: 
g^eajD^r^pa^ipf theqi wasr QUt in pieces ^ while thpfe. 
that peofiaii}^ at the ot^fsr t^nd of the bridge, fallied 
front another gate, . aRd^ made goo4 . their retreat, 
though ;i?ot without gr^eat lols arid difficulty. . Du- 
nng ti)i&: (lege an^^ blockade, about. Bfty.thoufand 
of die inhabitants had/ pcriflied by the fword, bj; 
{amioet and diftemper,: the^ farviva|rs leqing no- 
things before them tuit the like mifery or flaughi;erf> 
fent. (deputies to Heniy ^o foljicit terms of capitula- 
tion \ hut he infifted upon their jfurren^eriiig at dif- 
cretion. Thofe deputies .could not hplp' upbraid- ^ ^ . 

ing turn with his cruelty in reducing them by fa- .1 

mine, when he had fuch a fair opportunity of di-.. '* ' 

fiinguiihtng his valoifr in taking it by alTauU } and w 
he was not a little prpvoked by |:heir . reproach.) 
When they, reported his. inflexibility and imperious 
behayiotfr to. their fellow- citizOTS, : they. coUefte^ 
|reih courage from r^fqntn>ent apd defpaU') and Fe-> 
folyed to undermine a /larger, part of the -wall ^ (q 
that, upon its falling, they might ru(hput in a bo(iy», 
and either f pre e their way through the befiegers/or, 
die ^t once i^on the fwords of the enemy. . Henry^ 
being informed of their defperate deugn, /thought 
proper to abate pf his rigour, and offer terms which, 
though fevere, they : accepted. They agreed tha^ 
the city and caflle of Rouen fliould b^ furrendered 
to the king of England; if not rcHev^ ))efore the 
nineteenth day of January. : T)iat all 7he inhabi- 
tants fhpuld fubmit to his mercy : That they fhould 
pay three hundred thoufand. crowns. of gold, jby 
way pf ranfom z • And that all the fpkliers of the 

garnfon 
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A.^14^. girnfon IhAuW fwcar ti^' thip eVartjgelifts'fhM ffi^ ' 
\n)uld net bear 4rms agaifill *fte kiflg h^ Ertfeland^ 

anifcles being fignedand f«tififed, Henry t66k |5of- 
fefTion of the 'city, which' he entered iii fcfiwriph ;' 
but the ^ry of his exploit Was tarmflledby'tM^ al- 
ibiing the garrifon to be ftripped and> plcfrt^r^f 
^d ordering Akin Blanchard to ^ pirt to dfeatlC 
ioT his aSivity isind valour in defending HimKtf an* 
his fellow-cititJens; Thus the whole duttfhy of 
Normandy -fell again under fhe dorninioh of Eng- 
land, t^o hundred and fifteen .years after it had 
been wrcfted ftom king Jahh by Philip Atiguftus; 
Henry how appeared IH diicM robes, as foriereign 
of^ormdnyy:: 'He' eftabliflied an exchequer, mint, 
and chatfib^r of financies,- A^oueni* he aboliflied 
the gabiflle oh faft, and- other unpopular 'taxes 1 
Eimham. ^^d, by aMowlrig the citizens- to enjoy their artcient 
Goodwin, privil^es,' endeavoured to redoncile them to his 

^overnmenti. / 

Hcnryagre^ > After the TcduAion of Roiien, Henry fent part 
^etTwhh'' of his arftiy into Picardy,'iinder the^command of 
Tmlc^"^ <he duke- of Exeter, who foo.^ made hrmfelf nfiaftet 
""*'^* ^ Diepf)e;^aiKl Montreuil ; while he himfelf re- 
ceived^ the' fubmiflion of all the country as far as 
Pqnthoife, Beauvais, and Abbeville. Hitfherto the 
eTuke bf Burgundy had hefitatied betvjreen motives 
of felf-ititereff^nd affeftiori. for his country; but 
ndW the progrefs of Henty determined him in fst^ 
vour trf'his diity. He refolVed to reconcile himfeliF 
ki gocki eatneft with the daaphin, that the force of 
the kingdom might be united againffi the* common 
toemy . ' Sut he found this a very difficult raft: ; 
^ for fuch was the ha.trcd of young Charles towards 
the duke, thit he chofe rather to run the rifque of 
being deprived of his inheritance, than to Sacrifice 
his private ^animofity to the advantage of the king- 
dptn. The conferences i^cne renewed at Lonvieres, 
* between 


between' his ambaflkdors . and the Englifli commif^ a-'^- ^'r 
fianers; but che fame ^iffic^^lties that were ftaited 
at AlMfioati^ rendered the congrefs inefie&url ; 
though it was agreed that the king and the dauphin 
ihould CDfdbr together perfonally. This interview, 
however, was poftponed from time to time, till ac 
kngth the dauphin took other meafures, which pre- 
v^ited it enttiely. Meanwhile Henry indulged 
him wtthtattrtice, from, the itvinclfch day^of February 
till Es^iV' for. all the country fituated between the 
Loire bnd the Seine, Normandy excepted. The duke 
d^ Burgundy; i according to the laudable fchen^e he 
had piK9e£tod,i made a profi&r of his friend&ip to 
the dau^tn, with profeflTions of the warmeft cordi- 
ality i and proofed an interview, that they might 
confirm their mutual reconciliation, and concert 
meafures for the advantage of the kingdom. His 
propofal being reje&ed with difdain, the duke found 
himfelf reduced to the neceffity of making peace 
with England. He forthwith fent notice to Henry^ 
that king Charles was iincerely difpofed to an ac-< 
commodation, and defired an interview with him» 
when, with the affiftanCe of their councils, they 
might regulate the coodtdotis of the peace, and con* 
elude the marriage which had been lb long depend- 
ing. Henry embraced, .the propofal without hefi- 
tation, and even granted' a truce for thr,ee months^ 
that they might have leifure to fettle the time, 
place, and manner, or ceremony of the interview. 

AH France was juftly alarmed at this refolution ; Thcronft- 
becaufe every perfon of int^Ugence forefew that no '^^*^ 
peace cduld .be madean-fuch a conjuncture, but the^iiiir 
what muft have been of infinite prejudice to their j^^-j^J^t.^ 
country* ^Several noblemen interposed their beft 
offices ih procuring a reoonciliacion, or at lead a^ 
fuj^nfton of animofity, between the dauphin and 
the duke of .Burgundy ^ ^nd the firft would hare 
con&fitod:ta a CelktiOii.Qf hQftilittei for ihiitse years^ 
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A.C ^l9. biit the duke infiftcd upon its being ttmiJDed w tw<> 
months, ^urnig which he purpofed to conclude aii 
tccommodation with Henry, fhouM the dBXlphiH 
contmue averfe to a coalition : thus the negotiation 
miicarriedn At length the twq kings i'gitfed to meet 
under a magnificent tent pitched \tt the neighbour- 
hood of Meulant : but as the diforder of C^uartes 
prevented him £rom appearing in perfen; k wal 
fttpuhted that the queen and the dulaeof'Burgundf 
fliouldad: as his proxies >, tteit the dukfi of Bmtany 
fliould be prefent at die conferencle»v Md tlvat 
commiffioners fhouid be appointed on bodi fides, t^ 
difcufs the articles by. thenifeiTea» that no ^pme 
er altercation: might arife between the prifidpai^ 
The dukes of Clarence and Gtouceftef were oohi^ 
iituted the plenipotentiaries of Henry, w^bo i«paii«^ 
to Mante, that he mtght be near the place of con^ 
fcrence, while the court of France removed.to PV>n*- 
toife for the fame reafon; From thefe two places 
the French and Englifti courts came every aay lo 
the congrels ; and at the firft interview, the qaeen^ 
of France was accompanied ' by her daiughter Ca-* 
therine, whofe beauty made a deep infpieffion upon 
the heart of the Endilh monardi. The mother 
perceived the conqueft whiclvthe princefs had made ;; 
and, by the advice c^ the dUke of Burgundly;, kept 
her up for the future, in hope of irritating the inii- 
patience of Henry into fonie hafty conoeflion. The 
king at once divined their intention, at i^clt he 
took umbrage, and in the firft: tranfport of luis in* 
dignadon toM the duke,: that lie wotild never Istf 
down his arms, until he fliould have the Iding and 
the princefs in his power i and that ht would dirre 
him out of the kingdomy^ftould he preftmie loop^ 
pofe his defign. This was a morafyingideduacioit 
to a prince c^ the duke*s haughty di^fitkm, ^ribo» 
Heverthelefs bridled his paflion, and lAode^ re^ 
plied that he hcped mi^m Would be faandUOinske 
Henry tired of the wir.. * ,, The 


« - Tkp QopJkjrenc^sti}rned ^p<>n three 4ffkks, \i^Kkb ^' ^ '^^ii* 
t^e Eoglilh plenipatenci^ries ptppofed ^9 prelinoif Dettaodso/ 

, oaries. to ?he peace; napicly, Thatthe:kingof Eng- ]^*^JbT' 
land fboukl ^e put in poQelTioa of all tbs^t was ceded ^« H^ts 0/ 
to-JEd ward III. by the treaty of Bretigny: That ^"^' 
Normandy fjiould be added to that cefiidn t And 
ttet he iliould pofleft the full fovercigmy of all that 
iT^g^t be cfi^ded to iiipi by the treaty^ without hor 
inage. or ^pendeace. The duke of Qurgundy per-* 
(Pfiived fs^^^ 3the obftin*cy of Henry's temper, thai ^ 
a direct pppofiuon to thefe articks WQ^ld at once 
puc; an ond to the confers nce» which it was his iiilC!* 
reft tp continue) as; the only meaqs of effeAi^g ^ 
reconoliation with the dauphin & he therefore, ^ith** 
fX^t di^uti^ the king's pretenfions^ delivered t9 
^m the counter-demand^ pf France^ which we 
^11 memjpB ieparately^ t^ether with Henry's an^ 
fwer to each apart. Charles denunded that the king 
of JBngland imifuld renounce hi9 pr^ienfions to thr 
prown of France 5 and Henry agreed to renounce 
aU biat that which fliould be ceded by the treaty^ 
Charley demanded that he would renounce Touraine, 
Aojpu^ Maine, and t^e ibvereignty of Bretagne i 
but the king dUapprpved of this article. Charles 
danamle<^ that the king of England 0iould fwear, 
in behalf of himfelf and his fuccefibrs, that he or 
jiiey (houki at no time, nor upon any caufe what' 
jbever, receive the crown of France as transferred 
from any perfon, what right (never he pr fhe might 
pretend to have or convey : The king afiented to 
this propofal, on condition that his adverfary would 
take an oath of the fame nature, touching the crown 
^>f England. Charles demanded that the king of 
Ei^jgl^Qd^/hoiuld caufe his renunciations, promifea, 
jand engagements, to be enrolled, confirmed^ and 
ratified, in the moft authentic manner the French 
Jkung and his council could devife: The king 
jwould not giieat to tiiiis ^prppofition. Charles in- 

" A a i fitted 
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A.C. 141^. fifted upon his being at liberty to give an cquivalenr 
for Ponchku and Montrcuil, in any other part of 
his kingdom : This article was by no means agree- 
able to Henry. Charles demanded that as there 
were ftfveral places in Norhnahdy which the king of 
EngUnd had not conquered, and which neverthe^ 
lefs were to be ceded to him by the treaty, he 
would, in confideratioh of that ceHion, refign aH 
the conquefts he had made in other places ; that 
each (bould be re-eibbli(hed in the poiieffion of his 
tftate wherefbever it nfight be fituated > and that 
an alliance fhould take place between the two 
crowns r The king approved of this article, on con- 
dition that the Scots and rebels (hould not be com- 
prehended in the alliance. Charles demanded ref- 
tttution of the fix hundred thoufand crowhs given 
to king Richard II. as part of the iltpulated portion 
of queen Ifabel -, as alfo the payment of four hun- 
dred thoufand crowns for the jewels of that princefe; 
^hich were detained ih England : The king con* 
fented that this fum fhould be balanced out of the 
arrears due for the ranfom of king John ; though 
he exprefled his furpf i^e that the French king 
fhould demand four hundred thoufand crowns fof 

Aft Pwb. the jewels of queen Ifabel, whith were hot worth 

^^TbT ^ P^^^ ^he nature of thefe demands, it plainly ap- 

twcen the pcars, that the difficulties might have been eaffly 

-fhc^ike^of ftirmounted, if both parties had been earneft in 

»« gundy, their defire of peace : but at the fame time they. were 

fufficienc to keep the treaty in fufpence, as long as 

the duke of Burgundy fhould chufe to protraft it 

for the furthtrahce of his defigns. Henry adtually 

believed that he was on the eve of a pacification, 

and irtvefted the archbifhop of Canter bury with fuH 

power to go to Paris, and in bis name conclude the 

treaty with Charles. But his own arts were now 

retorted upon himfelf : he had often carried on ne- 
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ffOtiations to amufe the 'dake arid the dauphin ;. and A^e.^i^. 
now he himfelf became a dupe to the fame policy. 
The diuke*s chief aim in the congrefs at MeuIanCt 
.was to excite the apprehenGon of the dauphin ; - and 
it produced the defired .efFe(5t. That young prince^ 
^alarmed at the near profpe£t of a peace fo difadvan- 
cageous to France, and prejudicial to his own inte- 
^TtOiy con fenced to a reconciliation with tiie duke of 
^Burgundy, as the only expedient that could prevent 
:fi2ch calaintty.; .and, after divers private^ conferences ^ 

betv^een their confederates, they at length agreed 
to a coalition. On the eleventh day of July, they * ' 
met on the road to Paris, where they.. embraced . 
each other, with feeming afFtdion -, and a&erwjrds •- * - 
they figi^d and ratified a. treaty, in which thcr riiu* 
tually engi^ed.to love each other like brothers, and 
refift in common the damnable enterprize of the 
Engliih, the anttent enemies, of the kingdom. This 
acdomniodation being efi&6bed, the duke of Bur- 
gundy altcced his deportment at the conferences, 
v^hich were ftill continued in . Meulanc . Fe^iring Kyxt^, 
that Henry's dcfire of peace wouki futrmount the 
difEcuIties be had already, ftarted, be added. fonae 
new articles, to raifc fi^lh obftruftions, .and ex- 
prefled difliJce to the demands. of the king, which 
he faid were ^ague, obfcure^ equivocal, and unrea^ 
fonable. He incited upOfl Henry^s accepting the 
offers of France, purely and limply, without enter- 
ing into any ! fort of explanation •, and even: refuiied 
to allow thofe points which were already fettled to 
be committed to writing. This alteration in his 
manner of i&mg at lengith opened the eyes of Hen- 
ry ; the.cpnfercoccs.wtare. broke off abrv^ptly, and 
cac^i fide prepared for the. mcommencenaentrof ho- 
ftilltie;!. On the ti¥eiity*eight^. day of July, the 
king detached the duke of Clarence and the iearl of 
Huntingdon, with a body <>f troops to futprife Pon* 
toifc 5 and this enterprize wa^ atchicved by fca:(ade, 
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A*.c H«9- with air the dcQrcd fucccfs- LMfle Adam, wto 

iX)intnanded in the place, found himfelf fo fuddenlv 

attacked, that he could hardly efcape with a fmail 

part of the garrifon, the reft of which was either 

taken or cut in pieces. This was a very valuable 

« ecquifition to Henry, as it opened his way to the 

gates of Paris, from which it was diftant only a few 
leagues, contained avaft quantity of warlike ftores, 

jawaai and enriched his army with plunder, exdufiveof a 

2?J^i/.u large fuih of money, which was a very feafonable 

fppply. 

uafaTynff. Notwithftanding this advantage, which filfed 
^hI^ Paris with conftemationr Henry's affairs began to 
aflume a very unpromiling afped. Since his laft 
defcent upon France he had miet with no oppoficion 
In the field, becauie one of the mod poweHFul fac ^ 
tions in the kingdom favoured his progrefe ^ but 
now the whole ftrength of the nation was <m the 
point ' of being united agiinft his interdh The 
people of England were by this time tired of the 
y/ar ; which had already drained them of men and 
money ; for the king had received divefs large rein- 
forcements from his own donrrinions fince he landed 
in Normandy \ and the parliament had granted aid 
upon aid, and fubfidyafber fubfidy, until thefub^ 
^ds exclaimed that the conqueft of France would 
ruin Eng^nd, The dauf^iin had engaged the kings 
of Caftile and Arragoli in his intereft* Their united 
forces had 'already entered Beam, and ravaged the 
country to the gates of Bayonne, which they 
threatened to befiege; and a large CafliUan fleet 
had ' received orders to fail to Scotland^ and tran-* 
, l^t from thence a body of troops afiembled for 
the fervice of the dauphin, Henry had likewife 
great reafori to believe that the Flemings^ who had 
refdied to (erve under the>duke of Burgundy as an 
enemy to France, would chcarfully join him in dc* 
fence of ^hat kingdom, 
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; Embarraficd i^; he m^ft have been by thefe con- ^-^' '*^»' 
lidcr^tions, h^ maintained his pretenfions without ^f^^'J?**** 
t^j figns i>f dpubt or defpondence : and even af- coaqueiit, 
feded tp declare that he woujd not be contented 
with the Qoiiceflions of Charles to what he demand- 
-ed at Mculant, without the addition of Pontoifei 
which he had conquered fince that congrefs. la 
4111, probability he woyld have found it convenient 
to change kis (train, had not the rancour and petr 
£dy. of the dauphin <:o-operated with his endea- 
vours, Meaq while jie undertook the fiegc ©f Gi- 
ibrs, which he carried on wi^h iiich vigour, that* 
not wi(h^apding the advantage of its fituatioo in the 
fnidft of fens and marlhes that rendered it very dif - - 

iifult of accels, and a num^ous garrifon com- 
manded by experienced officers, it was obliged to 
fiirrender upon capitujatipn* Chateau*Gailiard vfss BimHm. 
^reducfd jjy the duke of Gloucefter, after having 
made an qt^ftinate defence for fix months ^ and 
Koche-gyon, with the caftleof Aumaule^ was taken 
by a detachment under the command of the carl of 
Warwick, Then Ivry fell into the hands of the 
Engliih, together with the caftles of Mpntjoye and 
St.. Germain-^n-Iaye:; and laftly, he belieged and 
took Meulantt from whence he detached the duke 
of clarence with a body of forces to the neighbour- 
hood of Paris. 

.Thie dauphin, though feemingly reconciled to the J^e^Juke^ 
duke of Burgundy, ftill harboured in his heart that J^^^^J* 
animoncy which he had imbibed from his infancy i *ytkcdiiws 
i^nd which now, liicea fire half fmothered, glowed d^^pj^ 
more intenfely than before. He refufed to appear 
at court while the duke maintained any influence in 
the council ; and as he warned to engrofs the admi- 
niftration into his own hands, he fcrupled at no 
means, ,how treacherous fpever, for the accomplifh- 
ment of that aim. He refolved to proceed by af- 
iafimation» and to execute his purpofe at Pouilly ; 
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but thought proper to poftpone his ddigh, becaufe 
the dukewas furrounded by a ftrongbody of forces. 
The dauphin afterwards adtahcing at the head of 
twenty thoufand men towards Montereau- f()ir yonne, 
invited the duke to a conference on a bridge be- 
tween the town and caftle, wherfe they might con- 
cert nteafvires for the campaign sigainft the Ei^glilfa) 
and fettle fome oth^r affairs of importance. The 
duke readily complied wkh his- propofal' •, and, thd* 
apprifed on the road of the dauphin's defign, ra- 
ther than give a handle for a rupture, by exhibit- 
ing any marks of fufpicion, he proceeded to the 
appointed place^ where he was murdered by Tan- 
neguy de Chatel and his accompHccs. 

The pofture of affairs was totally changed by 
this event. The Parifians were exafperated at the 
murder of their favourite ; and his (bn Philip was 
Vanfported with the defire of revenge to fuch ^, 
degree, that he refolved to facrifice the welfare of 
his country to that paflion. He firftof all renewed 
his father's connexion with queen Ifabel, who had 
always aftcd as • the inveterate enemy of her fon 5 
and thus becoming mafter of the king** perfon, 
was cooHdered as regent by ihofe w4io did not obey 
the dauphin. Then he began a negotiation with 
the king of Erigland, which Was in efFeft a con- 
fpiracy againft his country. Since the reduftion of 
Pontbife the court had removed to Troye, on ac- 
count of the enemy's incurfions to the very gates 
of Pari'S, the inhabitants of which, finding them- 
felves hampered and harrafled by the Eriglifli, fol- 
licited and obtained of Htnry a particular truce fer 
five days, during which the treaty- was concluded 
between him and Charles,- by the int^i^fition of 
the queen .and the duke of Burgundy. Since the 
death of the laft duke, Henry had rifen in his de- 
mands. Renouncing the ' propofals he had made 
at Mei}}ant, he now* refumcd his pretenfioits to the 
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crown" c^ Frairce, arid mflffte»d upon thefelfowirig ^•'^' H's^- 
r articles': lAt offered to marry the* princfefs CathertAe • 
without a dbWfet : He prorilifed that he wbuld n*t 
'interrupt kmgCharfes^in-the enjbyment of Ms 
/crown,* or intermeddle with the * revenue^ durirtjg 
the naturallife of thkt inanarch : Arid that fhe 
^quech fhotild maintain her dignity in the^ farrie 
-mannef r*Hut he demanded, that, afWr the death 
of Charles, the crowh bf Fiiance fhbiild --^^^^olve 
^tipon the king of England and his hdiri# fof'^vtr : 
fThat,* on accountof the diforder of Charles, which 
'hindered him from managing the itins' df govern- 
ment, the king of England Ihoiild undertake! the ad- 
'miniftration^ tn quality offegehr, even* (during the 
^Itfe of his fether-in-law : That ttiej:friheis,; noble -^ 
']pieri, bommumties, and btM^hers of the kingdom, 
-flibuld take the oath to the kiflg of England, as 
Tegent, jiromifing to ac*kliawledge hihi^foi* their 
4b vereign afttr the death -of- Charles : Thit ohe king 
-of Fwtnce ihould deliver to the king of England let- 
<ter^-patent under his great fcal, as a confirriiation 
and fecumy for the . puitftual obfervance of tbefc ' " 
artides : That letters of the fame nature (hould be 
"figned by the queeli, the duke of Burgundy, and 
^the peers ^f the realm, in explicit terms, free from 
all equivocation : And the king of England pro- 
mifcd on his part to grant tetters- patent of the fam'e 
'import. . M : . 

Thefe fundamental points being fettled, the duke Peace bc- 
of Burgundy ratified them as wholefome; ufeful, J.'J^^*^^ ^^ 
reafonable, arid tending to the advantage of France England • 
and of all Chriftendom. Then a general truce was ^^^"^td 
pdbliftied, to be in force from the twenty -fourrii at Troyc. 
day ^of December, till the firft day of March in - 
the following year : and thefe preliminaries of a 
general peace being ratified, a particular treaty of . 
league and-^ confederation was figned by the plcni*- 
uotenuanes. of Henry and the duke of Burgundy, . 
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,A, c. 141^ ^n coodicion that one ofdie king's t>rach(;rsJbQulfi 
marry one of the duke's daughters ^ i;hf c the king 
, and the duke ihoirid be uniteci in the bofids of ne- 
utral. aSeftioA ^ and * th^t , chey fhould JQin diejr 
cadeavoujrs for pufuihing the dauphin and, the other 
0iurderers of (he late duke of Burgundy ^ chat if 
che faid dauphin, .or any ocher of the afiaifin^ 
. &OMld be ta|cen by, H^tnryi he or they ihould n9C 
• be relea^d without the confcnt of tibe duke of fiuir- 
gimdy I. that the king of England ihoukl allpt lo 
.che dukeapd his dtttcbefs* daughter of king Charles» 
J^da to. the value of twenty thouland livres a year, 
, as ne^ir as poffible.to the terrttorica he already pof- 
;feiled in France^ for which lands they ihould do 
.homage 1^ the crown > and that they fhoulJ receive 
a charteit for thefe iands under the great feal, to be 
' iconfirmed by Henry; as foon as he ihould be io pof- 
fefllioa of tiie regency i that if for the futnre aay 
perfon, lender the pret^ii^ of a n^arriage with one of 
.the daqghters of France^ fhould pretend to iuch a|i 
aflSgnnaenc of lands, the duke fliould a^ift the king 
aymcc .with all his power it\ Qppofing hb preteofions. . A^ 
k was found neceflary tq alter the forof of the ar- 
ticles of the general peace between Frai^ce and £ng* 
land, in order to avoid all doubts amd obfcurities, 
.the truce was prolonged, that Heiu-y's ambafladors 
might have time to concert the form of the treaty 
with the duke of Burgundy at Troye, where the 
peace was confirmed on the twenty-firitday of May 
by the paths of the $:ontra£ting parties, the queen 
and the duke of Burgundy fwearing as proxie3 for 
a.c.T4»o. Charles. This important affair beitig terminated 
^^nar- ^ixh aU the ufual formalities, Henry prefented the 
l^oceft c«. princeiEs Catherine with a ring of great value i and 
*"««• the marriage-contrad was imtnediacely fettled, tho* 
the puptials were not confummated till the iecond 
day of June, In the treaty of Troye, befides the 
artkles already nientioned» it was iiipulated that 

the 


tfec lawa, ^uftorMi and prwitogcs of Fnnce Ihbnld A4C.44J©. 
:rtmain inviolife $ chat tbe! king of Engkhd fl&onld 
Ikffift Gharks widi alit his; pow^r, irt * rtducihg the 
provinces:, towns, '«nd})iacesy*pofleifixl by the dui- 
pbin and the party of Armngmc i that all tht ood- 
quefts to be inadc tn Ffimeci^ /Normandy excepted, 
ihottld bt for the adrtntage^ the reining king ^ 
that "when tht long of Engiaftd. fiioukl afcend the 
throne of f'nancr^ Normandy- itfelf and all his 
other conqutftr ffaioiiki be Kuntted to the tromt ; 
that when H^nry, or any one of his heifs^ ihoiild 
receive the crown of Frnnct^ the two ktngdoms of 
France and England fhould ^limited forever under 
one fovereign> thotigh inttrely independent of each 
other, enjoying' their own ; diftinfb laws,, cuftoma^ 
and immunities i and that no peace (hould be madb 
iN^ith the dau^hosi, biit:" t^ the joint confent of the 
two kings and tbrdttkeof BitrgMndy* : • : ^^ ^^ 

After the cdebration. of tht nttptiabi the two ^'^'V^!^ 
ftourts^ftt OQ^tog^er'for Sens, which was already j^iitSff^, 
jnvelted hf the Engliflr anfl Burgondiair fiotrces^ ^um* 
:The daupfua had received a eeinferosnseBtoffeveA 
tbouiand Scots, cbinadanded by John earl of Buf 
Vchan. He ^hi^ pot ftroak ggrrifona into N^dun^ 
Montercaii, ■, M6ntar«ii» MbaattKb and- Con^igiie ; 
iie had taken Pont &JBb Efprtt-iin Langnedoc by 
aiTault, redueed Nifmes*. ud rafspointed a jtmdez^ 
▼ous of all; his fcroes at Boufgn in Berry. Sens» 
after a refiftanc^ of tea isfsi fiiriiendered to Henry 
by capttDlationw . Then he marched to Mpntereau, 
where the duke of BUrg^mdy had been affaffinated. 
The town was taken by affifafdc ; but Guitrie, who 
convnarided the garrifon, retiring into the caftfe, 
refufed to furrehder. Tl^ king of Eng^andt pn>- 
voked at his obftinacy^ gave the principal dtiaens 
to underftand, that they fliould be put tx> death, 
tf they coukl not prevail upon diat officer to fuln 
xnit 'f but bt xcmaining 4etf to all their inticatiea 

and 
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^^•^*^- and lamenurions, tfcw were hanged on gibbets 
^eieded before the caftle. Then Henry aflautced 
ithctplace with frefh fqry ; sid after it had held out 
eight days^ De Giiftrie aqncuIaKed for himfelf and 
-feny perfons^ whonv he carried off to the dauphin. 
H!ft^fcha/ Jbe tody of the dufcft of Burgundy being found 
VL* *:mterredin a very indecent* manner, was by his fon 
ttaken: up and tranfjported to Dijon, where it was 
^^'"^^l^bliriid with great folemnity. About like middle of 
^ ^ "^'JulTxhe confederate arniy undertook the Regp of 
Moiin, a place of Meat importance, ftrongly for-^ 
itified, and fecured^y a numerous garrifon com- 
Tmanded by Barbaitan^ an otficer of &^^^ courage 
and experience, who was^ufpe^ed of having been 
^concerned in the murder of the dul^e of Burgundy. 
The kin^ had jaft njcdved a reinforcement of two 
thoilfimd' archers and ei^t hundred^ men at arms 
from England, ' under die comm^d of the duke 
«)f ^Bedford, who had left his brother Gloiicefter 
\ regent m his abfence. ' Ail the.froops/ that both 
chieft- oDoId afiembld^ wete fcance fiiffident to at* 
cbieVe <tfar:enterprize liiby/had lindfcruken; ^ The 
fadieMd attacked t;hem,*'^id^ftro}ttd dieir works 
in fepdatedifallies t t^e^^iegers p^ir^ulfed with 
great ioft'ih. finrejMil' £aAet&ve^ff^A(k$^ und when 
Xhey ipraiceBdtd byijhd oftthod oS tapping, they 
!foi(jid>^lvemielTe^ jpolmftriiitned' by the- tndefatiga- 
ble Barbffzan, whqf tificduiitered Henry In a mine, 
)|nd iiugKi with him Ifieuid to hind, .uiitilthe king 
admiring his valour,, fitbed bnt iiame4 when he an- 
fwered: BarbazaA : <' WkU," laid Henry, " you 
^^iiave fought with the king of Enfflaiid/^ Even 
afbbf xonficfin'able breaches were made in the walls, 
He^ry.wsoisld not veocore to give theaflauk agaTnlt 
fuchi dei^rate defendants^ and converted the fiege 
into >a blockade. . TM^ ^auphtn marched to the 
' relief (4>f the place at the head of fixteen thoufand 
mexHibutibundaIl^he^aHr^ues{(iun-dedin ft^h a 
i . * ' manner. 
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manner, as prevented him ;ftc>m threm%m fiip-^i^;'4aoik 
plies V and he retreated without having made ^ny; 
anempt upon the quarters of the befiegecs. At 
length the garrifen having coniumed all their pro-* 
viHons, and fubfifted for ibme time on the fleffi of 
hories, dog6, and other domeftic animals, and &e^. 
ihg no profpeft of lelief, Barbazan was obliged to. 
furrender on capitulation ; by which all the French, 
troops in garrifon were enfured in their liveSt C3C*; 
cept fuch zi fiiould be found to have bten con- 
cerned in the death of the duke of; Butgundy*- 
Barbazan himfftlf lay under this imputation, and- 
would certainly have loft his life, had not he plttded: 
that ' he was Henry's brother at arms, as having; 
fought him in (ingle combat. This plea exempted^ 
him from an ignominious death *, though he want 
detained prifoher above twenty years in the Chateau*- 
Galliard. ^Henry ordered twenty Scots who were 
found in the place to be hanged up as rebels, onr 
]>retence that they had carried arms againft jtheif; 
own king, Who being Henrys prifoner, fervcd a» 
a volunteer on this occafion. He is Itke^fe taxed 
with haying violated the capitulation in other re< * 
(peAs, in confining the reft of the garrifon within jean jmn, 
prifona and dungconi, where they ^^riflicd by fa-: H!ft.dich,. 
mine* ,vi.' ' 

Melun beine reduced, and the earl of Hunting* Henryenter* 
don appointea governor of the jplace, the tworrmph!" ^^ 
courts repaired to the capital ; and Henry, . with 
his father-in law, made his public entry wtthrjgrealr 
magnificence. By this time, however, the ieedfi of 
contention were fown between the king of England 
and the duke of Burgundy. Thi^ prince, as well 
as the French peers and officers in general, was^ 
extremely difgufted with the. manners of HiS^nry, 
who, being naturally proud and imperious, tff^ec^ 
them wirh marks of > indifference and . contenspt. 
The prince of Orange hid retired with his forces; 
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A..C. 1410/ from the fiege of Mchttif f Md evfo iviufed uo fiifh 
fcribe co the trcticy -of Tcojre^ flgaioft vbich he 
loudly cxdaimcd, tnerely faceauie he had r^i^yrcd 
fame petibnal affitmc from fihe kiog ef Epglaod r 
bat nodiiiig gave faek umbrage v& the di))ce« aa^ 
Henry's engroffing iiie lAok dircftioA of s^SaifSt 
and leaving him a meM cypher In the admin^bar 
tion. This king had /taken pctDsBktn ^ %ht Baf-f 
tile, after having expelkd the dike's garrUbn .: her 
furprifed andTecured the caftfeof Vincenneff, apd &^ 
▼eral other fortreiSeS' in the iamr flianner i .and $a% 
jierfeded the count de ^. IfoU :gavera0r pf Parisi 
in favour o£ bis brocliif r the duke of Ciafence : ha 
took tip hia refidenca In the LiQjuyte,^: where h» 
oourc was numerous and magjaificent, while that <tf 
Charlei was mean and foUtary : the Em^lifli troepf 
were cantoned in the aYiesues of Paris« and partof 
them quartered in tb^hoart Of ^the^itjty Wtu^ne^ in 
l^te of ail the king'a Mt^lw^ they ^^rrtcrutte^ 
numberleia outrages^ and rendered .tHaitlfeivc^ ^l^ 
(remely odious to tb^/hihabitants. In phe begin.^ 
ning of Deoen^r the.eftaies of the kingdom ^{^ 
fembled at Paris : Charies being then lAOneiof hit 
lucid ineervals^ prcfided in peribn, and declared 
riiat he had, ef his owa free will and: ipotipn^ con^ 
eluded a peace with the king of England, which 
he was jperfuaded would be for the fltd^a^tage ^ 
idie-kii^om^ he therefore defired they would coin- 
firm^ it by dieir fanfOJon and authority. Though 
^y had very little reaibn to be ptaafed with this» 
pacification^ they would not be fo rafli a& to Q^eak 
their real fentiments at Iboh a conjwftuce ^ bu^ 
on the cqntrary, unaninvsufly decreed that the peaoa 
of Trove fliould be -obferved as a public law ^ and 
that m the French fubjefU ihould take ihe oatht 
j^refcribed inthat titaty* 
■A r .:..• O** the twenty-third day of the months Chartea 
^* ""' '""'' harfaig (ummooed an tiftmordiiwy council, .the 
r . • - duke 
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and dtmandod jufticc on the.4HurdeK» ^ im ^^^^^.^ 
father. The.dftiqihiiit wiik hit a€G08)|ilices» be^^of ^^ 
Ing fumiBoiied to appear at the macble cable*; aA4 *^^^^^ 
paying no xegaixl to tlit citadony wsrc. )?fmyi^led« ^ dakToT 
attaihoed^ and xqftdraonefl to perpetusU exile y and ^ ♦ *» ' 
ht^ 0M the. other hind, af)peaied.ta God, an(i 
hb own. fwoid^ from this ieptence, .a^ weU as f roi^ 
all prooQcdings that' might be. carried on to hit 
prejudice, inrche name of his father. He itill pre^ 
ferved the title of tegenty in which 4i^y he tranf^ 
fenred the parliament^ «id, iiimverfity of Pari^ 10 
Poitiers, where fome tnemben of thofe cwobodiea 
ajftuallyiaifonbledviothk 4Ffanoe at this period: 
eahifaiKsd taao kings, two qtscens, two regents, all 
the o0kets of. die ^rown <kHJbled, feven or eight 
man^diaia *0fj France on each £4e» with two par.? 
laamems and. two uoxveifidesiof Paris». Although 
Henry had been declaied jrcgent and heir a£ the 
erown by the fiufgiuidian h&ion^ which had the 
king in their power,, die renK>te provincss, which 
had nOL been eirpofed to the Esigliih hoftliities, Atli 
adhered . to the idanphin, and even many places in 
the neighbonrhood of Paris 9 fi> that Henry had a 
difficult taflc to perfbrnt bofoni the war oould.be 
cxdnguMhed, e^secially as he and his troops were 
extieniely dilagraeid>leto the whole French aa(ioiik^ 
At this pmod the chiefs g( t^t Arpaagiiac. party 
in. Guienne,. ds^tairing of being able to joaintain a 
war againft Henry, who was now the acknow* 
kdged heirof France, feed tag peace andrpardon^ 
which he willingly granted, after they had renounced 
the appeal which their ancefiors' had made to the 
conn of peess in France, during the reign of. the 
third EAmrd. 

Henry '3 pxieTence was now^ ncoefiary in England, Hemr i^ 
t0 procure cfasf^fan&ion of the par£«neiit to the £„'^^ 
peace of Ti^iyei^ ix> obtaia a iubfidy for. the pro- 
a; fecution ^ 
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A. c 1421. ^cutton of the war agalnft the daiqdiih ;'. ind tb 
take mealbfes for xietaching the Scota from the in-* 
tereft of the enemy. Having therefore appointed 
Engliih commanders in the (hrongpiaces he had 
taken, and conftituted die duke oxExeter goirer* 
^^'^•^•1'*. nor of Paris, he took the road to Rouen in Nor« 
mandy, where he convojced an aflembty of the 
ftates <xf that province, and received a conJiderable 
fupply from the bdty and. clergy. Leaving the 
^ duke of Clarence to command the army, he em- 
bark^ at the latter end of January, for England, 
with his young queon, who was crowned on the 
third Sunday of Lent, at Weftminfter, with great 
magnificence. Immediately after his arrival in his 
Engliih dominions, he fummmeda padiament to 
meet on the fecond day of May, at Leicefier ; and, 
in the mean time, made a.progreis tfarou^ great 
part of England, on pretence of gratifying the 
queen with a fight of the country : though his 
xeai dtfign was to influence the elections, that the 
ehfuiflg parliament might be favourable to his 
views. Before the meeting of parliament, he re- 
ceived the tidings of a difafter in Frapce, which 
af&£led him with equal Ibrrow and furprize, and 
abridged the term of his refidence in England. 
The duke of The duke of Clarence had marched with ten 
4i^tdi^ana ^h*^^*^d *wcn into Anjou, with a view to reduce 
n in at that province, which adhered to the dauphin ^ be- 
»»»8«- ing informed that feven thoufahd Scots, cominand* 
ed by the earl of Buchan^ were encamped at Bauge, 
in fuch a ftraggling manner, that the van might be 
ea(ily cut off before the rear could come to its af- 
fiibnee, he refolved to attack them immediately ^ 
and,|9Uttihghimielf iatthe head of hishorfe, began* 
his march, after having ordered the carl or Salifbury 
^ to follow with the reft of the forces. When the duke 
. reached Bauge» he found fbme Stotdfli troops in-i 
trenched in a church -yard, and fpqm fe much time 
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ill Attempting to diQodge them, that the earl of ^'^^ '4»'. 
Buchan being alarnied, aflembled his forces, and 
marched up to their aHiftance. Clarence, inftead 
of waitinjg for the earl of SaUfbury, attacked the 
new-comers with great impetuofity, and performed 
many exploits of perfonal valour, until he was 
wounded in the face with a fpear by a Scottifh 
knight called Swinton, and afterwards killed with 
a truncheon by the earl of Buchan. . His cavalry 
were totally routed, fifteen hundred left dead on the 
fpot, among which' number were the lord Roos, 
Sir John Grey, and Sir Gilbert Umfreville j and the 
eafls of Huntingdon, Somerfec, and Mortagne j 
the lord Fitzwalter, and many other perfons of di- 
liinftion, were takien prifoners. The earl of Sa- 
fifbury did not come up till after the battle j but 
he favoured the retreat of the fugitives, and reco- 
vered the body of the duke of Clarence, whofe 
death was juftly regretted by all his countrymen. . 
The dauphin was fo well pleafed with this viftory, 
that he created the earl of Buchan conftable of 
France •, and that nobleman, in order to maintain 
the reputation he had acquired, undertook the ficge 
of Alenjpn, which the earl of Salifbury attempted 
to raife i but he was repulfed with fprpe lofs by 
the b'eficgers, tho* Buchan was afterwards obliged 
to abandon the enterprife for want of artillery, 
Keverthelefs, the dauphin's party began to recpver Mbaftitkt. 
.t^eir fpirits-, and gained feveral advantages over the 
Burgundians. Lahire,^ one of the dauphin's par- 
tifans, defeated a body of troops under the count 
(3e Yaudemont, who was talcen prifoner; and thp 
war was carried on with great vigour in PonthieUj 
.where the Burgundians were worfted in feveral en^ 
counters. 

Thefe tranfaflions induced Henry to haften his Hcmy'i 
return to France: but, in the meantime, his at- ^^i^jj^ 
'tentioh was employed on the affairs of parliament, ^"'8<»^, 
' N--38, Bb which/^^"^\ j 
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^'^•«4»»* which, meeting at the appointed time, chearfuUjF 
confirmed the treaty of Troye, a peace fo glorious 
for England, and granted a fubfidy for the con* 
tinuation of the war againfl: the dauphin ; b(K, at 
the fame time, they prefented an addrefs to his ma* 
jefty, in which they obfcrved, tfeat the conqueft of 
France would be the ruin of England. During 
this felfion of parliament,, leveral wholefome laws 
were enabled \ and, among the reft, it was decreed, 
that no ecclefiaftic, appointed by the pope, fliould 
be admitted to a benefice without the confent of 
the patron. This ftatute was a mortal blow to 
the clauie Non Obflante, which had been fo often 
ufed by the popes in the excrc ife of their ufurpcd 
s^uthority, with refpeft to the collation: of benefices. 
Before the parliament broke up, a treaty was con-^ 
eluded and ratified between England and Genoa, 
which was very advantageous to Henrv, as it de* 
prived the French of an ufeful ally. His^ next care 
was, to perfuade his prifoner, James king of Scot-» 
land, to recal the troops which had been lent over 
to France, undev the command of the earl of Bu* 
chan \ and that prince, in confeouence of fome 
private ftipulation wkh the king ot England, laid 
his commands upon his fubjefts, to quit the fcf- 
vice of the dauphin ; but the earl replied^ that 
they did not think themielves bound, by any ties^ 
to obey the orders of their king, while he remained 
in the hands of his adverfary, and muft be fup* 
pofed to afk from compolfion. This order of 
James, however, furniftied Henry with a pretence 
for treatmg, as rebels, all the Scots that wece 
taken in the fervice of the dauphin. By this time^ 
the dukdtf Albany was dead, and fucceeded in 
the regency of Scotland by his fon Murdoc earl 
of Fife, who had been lately releafed from his 
' captivity in England. It was iince his acceflion to 
the miniftry, that the auxiliaries had been fent to 
2 France i 
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j^rance j andi thecieforc, he became difagreeabie ^* ^- *♦*'• 
to the king of England, v/ho, in order co encou-- 
rage a party that mould counterbalance his inte- 
reft in Scotland^ permitted James to revifit his 
own councry, oh his giving fecurity for his re* 
turn» and ailuriqg Henry he would dp hi^ endea- 
vour to di&lve the alliance between Scotland and 
the dauphin. . . ; 

Henry having thus finifhed the buiinefs that called ^^ ^ 
him into England, appointed the duke of Bedford i^toPrah^ 
cegent oiF the kingdom \ and, leaving the queen 
pretty far advanced in her pregnancy^ fet fail for 
Calais, on the tenth day of June, with a new-raifed 
army, amounting to thirty thoufand m^p^ the 
greater part of whom were archers. On hiSiarrival 
at Calais, he detached twelve hundred chofen horfe^ 
under the command of the earl of Dorfet and lord 
Clifford, to the relief of the duke of Exeter, who 
was befieged in Paris by the dauphin : but when 
this reinforcement entered the city, he withdrew his 
forces^ and^ in a little tirtie^ undertook the (iege of 
Chartres. The king having fent off divers detach - 
ments to reduce fome caftles in Picardy, which ftili 
held out for the dauphin, marched in perfbn with 
the reft of his army to Bois le Vincennes, and from 
thence went to Paris on a vifit to his father-in-law. 
Underftanding that the dauphin had invefted Char« 
tres, he directed his route to that place, in hope of 
deciding the difpute by ^ battle -, but, as he ap^ 
proacbed, the Other retired, and Henry purfued 
him for a eonfiderable »way, until perceiving that 
he could not undertake, or draw him to an en- 
gagemeiiti he turned off to Dreux, which made no 
feuftance, but furrendered at the firft fummons^ 
After the reduction of this place, his army was fo 
terribly afflided with the dyfentery, that he ordered 
them into quarters of tefrelhment, while he him'^ 
ielf returiied to Parisi where he formed the defign 
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X. c. i4ai. Qf bcfiefging Meaux, one of the moft important 
places that owned the- dauphin's authority ; ftronghy 
fortified by art and nature, and provided with a- 
numerous garrifon, commanded by the baftard of 
Vaurus, who had diftinguiflied himfclf by his afti- 
vity and rancour againft the Burgundians. 
SfcJ^of This place was invefted by Henry on the ftxth 
theearrifon day of Oftobcr, and the (iege lafted all the winter j 
® •*"• during which,, he loft a great number of men by 
the inclemency of the weather and fatigue, as well 
as by the valour 6f the befiegcd, who made incre- 
dible efforts in their own defence. The town was 
divided into two parts, called the city and the 
Marchc ; the firft of which was taken by ftorm in 
the winter, but the other was defended with infi- 
nite obftinacy. The lord CornwaH's fori, a youth 
of great expeftation, and the earl of Dorfet, Joft 
their lives at this memorable fiege, befides a great 
number of other gallant officers, in two fucceffive 
affaults, that mifcarried in fpite of all Henry*s con- 
A. c. 1421. jy£^ ^^^ intrepidity. At length, the garrifoo be- 
ing reduced to the utmoft extremity, after a defence 
of feven months, demanded a capitulation ; but 
Henry, who was exafperaced at their obftinacy, in- 
fifted upon their farrendering at difcretion; he 
even excluded, from all hopes of mercy, the Eng- 
lifli, Scots, and Irifti, who ftiould be found among 
the defendants, with all thofe who had been con- 
cerned in the death of the duke of Burgundy. They 
were obliged to fubmit to fuch terms as he was 
pleafed to impofe. After he had taken poffeflBbn 
of the town, he commanded three officers to be 
inftantly beheaded, and the baftard of VaurUs. to 
be hanged upon a tree, which was diftinguifhed by 
Eimham. Ws name, becaufe he had ufed it as a gibbet fw 
Monftvekt. the execution of all the BurgurilHans that fell into 
his hands. " • 
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' WhileHenry was employed in the fiege of Meaux, ^hf 1^1^* 
he received the agreeable news of his queen's lieing delivered ©^ 
fafely delivered of a foh at Wind for, who was bap- ^vkTdfc^ 
tifed by the name of Henry, and lived to be one of 
ihe moft unfortunate monarchs tKat ever fat upon 
the throne of England. About the time rhatMeaujt 
capitulated, the queen was in a condition to travel i 
and arrived in France, accompanied by the duke of 
Bedford, who left his brother Gloucefter regent in - . 
his abfence. The two courts joining at Bois dt 
Vincennes, went together to Parts to pafs the Whit* 
fun holidays. On the day of Pencecpft, the two '■> ♦ 
kings and queens dined together in public, with 
their crowns upon their heads ; and the French, 
who wilhed well to their country, could not, with- . , 
out deep-felt forrow, behold the king of England ... 
governing France with abfolute authority. Their - ^ • • 
difguft was augmented by an arbitrary tax he im- 
poled in relation to a new coinage, at which the Pa • 
rifians murmured in vain.. Their fituation was n6 
longer what it feep.:ied to be a few'^years before, 
when they held the balance between the two fac- 
tions, and had it in their pov/er to make either fcafe 
preponderate. While Henry enjoyed this recefe 
from the fatigues of war, the dauphin made binrr:- 
ielf mafter of la Charite, opened the paflageofthfe 
Loire^ and afterwards invefted Cofnd on the fame 
river ; which agreed to furrender,: if not relieveH 
by the duke pf Burgundy, by the eighteenth day 
ofAuguft. 

. The duke's honour being thus engaged for the ^f^^'^' 
.relief of the place, he fent to the king for a rein- a^dang^ous 
forcement of troops ; and Henry gave him to urt- diftcmper. 
dcrftand he would be there in perfon. He accord- 
ingly began his march for this purpofe ; but wis 
attacked by a dyfentery, which obliged him to halt 
at Senlis, from whence he was carried to Bois ^e 
Vincennes^ after having bellowed the command of 
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4.C. i42t. the troops upop the duke of Bedford, and ordere4 
him tQ join the duke of Burgundy with all expedi- 
tion. The dauphin being informed of their junc- 
tion, and finding himfelf too weaH to cope with them 
in the field, retired behind the Ix)ire, and the two 
dukes marched to Troye in Champagne. Mean 
while Henry's malady encreafed to fuch a degree, 
^hat the phyf}cians defp^red of his recovery ; and 
he began to prepare for death, with that courage 
^nd intrepidity by which he had pever been forfaken. 

tiB^kun. Feeling his laft hour approaching, he fent for the 
(iu^es of Bedford apd Exeter, the earl of Warwick, 
and all the Englifh noblemen who happened to be 
in that neighbourhood, that they might hear his 

ffjf^* laft inftruftions. Addrcfling himfelf to them, with 

BoWfli. an audible voice and chearful countenance, he ob-: 
ferved that hi$ reign, thoygh (hort, had been glo- 
rious i that thoygh his wars had occafioned a great 
deal of bloddlhed, \i could not be juftly imputed to 
him, but to the Frepch, who would not liften to 
equitable (erms of accommodation : that, withrefpeA 
(0 himfelf, he could meet death without the leaft 
apprehenfion ; but he could not help lamenting 
the fate of the prince His fon, who, beihg an infant, 
fould not finiQi the wof k be had fo happily begun. 
He therefore, coiyured them, in the name of" God^ 
^o unite their interefts and zeal in behalf of that 
" young prince ^yho was born to he their fovereiffn ; 
to watch over his education, and as much as lay 
}n their power, confole the queen in her afflidion : 
he exhorted them to cultivate the friendihip of the 
puke of Burgundy ; to detain the prifoners who 
had been taken at A^incourt, until his fon jdxould 
be of age to affume the reins of government 5 and 
whatever peace they miglit find it convenient to 
make with France, to prcfervc the fovereignty of 
Normandy to England. Finally, he exprefl^ a de- 
tife that the duke of Bedford might be charged wfth 
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tho adminiftration of France ; and that the duke *• ^' '^^• 
of Gloucefter might govern England during the 
prince's minority. 

Having fpoke to this eflfeft, he enquired of his HisaetA 
phyficians bow long they thought he fhould live j "a«^ 
ivhen one of them kneeling by the bed*(ide; 
¥rhile the tears trickled down his cheeks, declared^ 
that without a miracle, two hours would put an 
end to his life. He heard this dreadful fentence 
widiout the leaft emotion, and having made con« 
ieflion of his fins, ordered his chaplains to recite 
the fcvcn penitential pfalms. When they pro- 
nounced thcfc words, *• Rebuild the walls of Jeru- 
** falem,'* he interrupted them, and declared, on 
the word of a dying prince, that his intention was 
to turn his arms againft the infidels in the Holy 
Land, as foon as he ihould have eftablifhed a folid 
peace with France. This exercife of devotion be- 
ing ended, Henry expired on the thirty-firft day of 
Auguft, and in the thirty-fourth year of his age, 
after a glorious reign of nine years, four months, 
and eleven days. His body was conveyed to Eng- 
land, and interred at Weftminfter, among his an - 
ceftors, with fuch pomp and magnificence as befitted 
the fpiendor of his reign ; and the queen, in me- 
mory of fuch an illuftrious confort, placed upon j^ ^^ 
his monument his ftatue of filver as big as the Monftrtict. 
life, which it perfe<9tly refembled. Henry was 
tall and (lender, with a long neck, an engaging 
alpeft, and limbs of the moft elegant turn. He 
excelled all the youth of that age ia agility, and 
the exercife of arms ; was hardy, patient, labo* 
rious, and more capable of enduring cold, hunger, 
and fatigue, than any individual in his army. His 
valour was fuch as no danger could ftartle, and no' 
difficulty oppofe : nor was his policy inferior to his 
courage* He managed the dil&nfions among 4rii 
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^^•■^^'encmucs wuh fuch addrcft as ipake him c^nfiiniK 
mAte in the arts of the cabinet. He fomented their, 
jealoufies, and converted their mutual refentmcat 
to his own- advjuitage. Henry poiTefied a feif-*' 
taught genius, that blazed out at once without the 
' aid of inflru(5tion or experience ^ and a fund of na-i 
tural fagacity thaim^^de ample amends for thele 
defe£b. He was chafle, temperate, modeft, and 
devout, fcrupuloufly juil in his adminift ration, and 
feverely exaS; in the difcipline of his army, upo^ 
which he knew hU glory and fuccefs in. a greac 
ineafure depended. In a word, it muft be qwned 
he was without an equal in the arts of war, policy^ 
and government. Bat we cannot be fo far dazzled 
with his great qualities, as to overlook the dcieiQ^ 
in his charafter. ^ His pride and imperious temper 
loft him the hearts of the French nobility, and fre- 
quently broke out in outrage and abufe ^ as at th« 
fiege of Melun, where he treated the marechal Tlfl^ 
d*Adam with the utmoft indignity, although that 
nobleman had given him no other offence than thaf:. 
of coming into his prefence in plain, tho* decent, 
apparel That hi« difpofition was crud, appears 
too evident from the maffacre of the prifoners at 
^ Agincourtj from hi.s behaviour to the garrifons of 
Rouen, Melun, and other places, which he found 
difficulty in reducing -, as well as from the perfecu- 
tion jof the Lollards, which could not have been 
countenanced by a prince of humanity. Thofe «a- 
!;happy wretches feem to have been lacrificed to his 
:intereft, as well as to his religious bigotry-, fof 
.they were fo many viftims, by whi^h he rendercfl 
, the clergy propitious to his views. AH his renowfi 

was founded upon the mod pernicious ambitioq, 
, which feemed to fwallov/ up every principle' of juf- 
.tic^ and every canfideratiqn of humanity. He 
^ould not but know the vie«;kiu^fs of that title in 
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thoufaad io^Qo .t^i^ed i^ ;ftHl greater iiDnibQro££i«^ 
ix)Uie$, laid \^aft^. the'ftiiyrft prt^viuim^ 
a.n.d eacourag^i nfty Jbr«bed.Mdth aSebt of iriend^ 
&ip;iad alliance th^.fkft M>bl^nen. in-PrnoOy -<ui. 
reAounjqe {heir ajfeg^i^. ^fid becr»f tbetrxoiBOfjm 
It m^^bfiofffi^ m4i^9 ihet tkcfe irertLi^vices 
df the times rather than of Henry. Europe>iiifl| 
not yet humanized from the favage manners of the 
northern barbarians, by which it had been over- 
run -, and it may not be amifs to obferve, that from 
the conqueft of England by William of Normandy, 
to the period of which we now treat, the throne had 
DOt been filled with one prince whofe reign was not 
marked with fuch a6ls of cruelty or perfidy as would 
fix an indelible llain of infamy on any modern cha- 
rafter. This was likewife the cafe of all the neigh- 
bouring nations, which feem to have been ruled by 
princes of the fame family and complexion. With- 
out imbibing any tindture of the liberal arts, whicK 
enlarge the faculties of the foul, and determine it 
to purfuits more worthy of humanity ; without be- 
ing taught the leffons of univerfal benevolence. and 
true morality, the fole objefts, of their education 
were war and fuperftition. They were trained up 
in maxims of arbitrary power, that confidered the 
bulk of mankind as (laves fubfervient to their inte- 
reft and ambition. They were taught from their 
infancy to believe that the moft flagrant crimes 
might be expiated by bencfaftions to the church ; 
'*ndlth& cbribfaon injuftice and ufurpation were fuf- 
Jiciently atoned by a regular performance of reli- 
gious exercife. Henry had been encouraged and 
• exhorted by his prelates to undertake the war with 
France. In his laft moments he appealed to heaven 
for the juftification of his conduit. He had at- • " 
tacked the kingdom of France without the Icaft 
provocation : he had filled it with widows and or- 
phans. 
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A. c. «4M. phahfl, lamentttion, miferf, and every ipecies of 
diftrefs ; and yet he died in full conviAion of hav- 
ing aded according to the didates of equity. There 
is no room to fufpe6t him of diffimulation at fiich a 
junftare ; and thofe who are acquainted with the 
human mind, will eonceive how eafily confcience 
is broug^ over to c^xiufa the caufe of an^ filing 
paffion; 


HENRY 


t 379 1 

HENRY yi. 

Sumaqied of Wi n d s o r. 

TH E death of Henry V. was no (boner known a.c. i4ta, 
than 'the duke of Glouccfter, who exerctfed Henry vr. 
the office of guardian, iffued writs in the name of J.^*^!"^^ 
young Henry, for a parliament to meet on the ninth the dike of 
day of November at Wcftminfter ; and in the mean 5^'^^" 
time the young king, being about nine monthii old^ teaor of 
was proclaimed at London. The parliament meet- j^^f brother 
ing at the appointed time, .payed no regard to the cioucefier 
verbal declaration of the late king, appointing '"^il^ 
Gloucefter regent of England. They vefted this ment to go- 
high truft in his elder brother John duke of Bed-- ';^^^^' 
ford \ though Humphrey was allowed to aft in his 
abfcnqe. The duke of Bedford was therefore 
chofen proteftor, defender of the realm and the 
church of England, and the king's principal coun- 
fellor, with a falary of eight thoufand marks to 
fupport the dignity of that office. At the fame 
time they appointed a council, by whofe advice all 
the affairs of the kingdom were to be admtniftred ; 
i the prpteftor, jn their deliberations, having no 

Other prerogative than that of a deciding voice, in 
cafe of an equal divifion. This important point 
being eftablifhed, they made fome other regula* 
tions touching fheriifs, bailifis, and juftices of the 
peace ; and having continued the tonnage ^nd 
poundage, with the fubfldy on wool, for two years 
longer, were diilblved. Before they broke up, 
however, they appointed governors to take charge 
of the king's perfon and education. Thefc were 
Thomas Beaufort duke of Exeter, and his brother 
Henry bifhop of Winchefter, the king's great un- 
cles. This laft was a prelate of great wealth, arro- 
"" ^ gance. 
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A. c. 1422. gance, and ambition ; and by his office he acquired 
great influence in the councils of England j, and 
even<iurpa(Ied the duke of Glouceiler in xxedit. 
There feemed to be a conteft between them in point 
of authority, which turned out very prejudicial to 
the intereft of their fovereign. The duke of GIou- 
; cefter had fcarce caken pofieQiOR of his ntw dig^ 
nky, when he married Jaquelina daughter of Wil- 
liam V. duke of Bavaria^ and heirefs of Hainault^ 
Holland, Zealand, and Friefland. She had been 
married to John dauphin of France, and after his 
death compelled by her mother to wed the duke 
of Brabant, whofe peribn (he detefted. Indeed 
they feemed to hate one another ; and after they 
had lived together fome time in continual difiention^ 
ihe made an elopement to England, where ihe was 
hofpitably received by the late king, and applied 
to the pope for a divorce ; but as this could not b^ 
obtained, (he gave her hand to the duke of Glou- 
ccfter, by virtue of a licence from the antipope Be-^ 
ncdidt ; and this prepofterous marriage was produc- 
tive of great mifchief to Engl'^nd. 
c^rf'^vi ' Charles VI. of France fur vived his ,fon- in-law 
king^of * but fifty days -, and ids death produced a total re- 
Fraaee. ,volution in the affairs of that kingdom. Many 
Fxcipch noblemen, who thought .it their duty to 
tobey the king, without examining narrowly whe- 
ther or not his condud: was for the advantage 
-of thoir country, jiow believed themfelves under 
the fame obligation to the dauphin, not with (land- 
ing the treaty of Troye, which was the efFc6l of 
violence and compulfion. The duke of Bedford 
was not ignorant of their fcntiments ; and therefore 
theeyes of Charles were no fooner cloftd, than he 
•proclaimed Henry king of France* and affumed 
the title of regent,' according to the appointment of 
hi« late bnother Henry king of England. - He then 
• affcn^bled .all- the Fii^ach jiobkmen .vho. .a,djicr?d to 
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*e EngUfli intereft, and they took the oath d ^^ H«i* 
allegiance to young Henry ; which was hk^wM«r 
cxatSed of aJl the towns that Were under the do^ 
minion of the £ngK(1i. After this cereniony the 
council of France and the city of Paris fent 4epof- 
ties GO Loiidon, td eongracutate the young king 
upon his- acceflion to both crowns ; aiid .they had 
inftrud«ons to pafs thro' tlie> Low Countries, M 
exhort the duke of Burgundy Go oontiiuie firm to 
the articles of his a4Uaiice. 

White the duke of Bedford took thefe neceflkry sutcof th« 
precautions in behalf of his nephew, the dauphir^ FnnceT**^ 
who was acEfpaly, an houfe belonging to this 
bifhop of Puy, caufed himfelf to be. inatnedtately 
procbtinieNd king erf F/ance, and repaired to Poi* 
tiers, where he was confecrated in the beginning of 
November. He p<»flefled all Languedoc, Dau* 
phine, Berry, Auvefgne, ToXiraine, part of Sziti* 
tonge, the town of Rochelle, and Pokou y and be^ 
fides thefe ppoeinces h6 looked updn Provence, 
Mainey and Anjou^ as cotiAtries on wiiole attach* 
ment he might depend. On the other hand, Hen> 
ry's intereft prevailed in Kotmandy and Guienne^ 
Picardy, Champagne, Brie, the iflfe of Francse, ami 
the city of Paris, b^fides the two Burgundies, 
Flanders, and- Artois, whkh belonged to the duke 
of Burg^indy, wh<> washis vaflal and ally«: Soch ueaMi. 
being the fttuation of affaift^ the war might have m^**^^**- 
been carried c^n in all the provinces of. France,^ ex.* 
cept Bretagne, wi^ich obferved an eMd neutrality | 
tho' the fdsne of a£Hon was chiefly confined to 
Picardy, Champagne, La Brie, and th9 file Q(f 
France ; becaufe the Englifli were defirous of 6X^ 
peliing the dauphin^s garrifons from thefe pro^ 
vinces, before they wouid carl-y the war to thi 
other fidefof the Loire $* atid itwas the moereftof 
' Charles to make ^i^ chief ^efibrts in thofe countries; 
that his enemies might be ptvvented from pene^ 
ixating into the more IbiitheFn pr^vincei. .John V. 
*^ • duke 
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AiC^i4s». duke of BretagneHill adhered to his neutrality, aft 
weli M his brother Arthur coimc de R ichetnont r 
th<»lgh both leaned towards the Englifh incereft; 
The duke of Burgundy refolved to obferre punc-^ 
tually the articles of his alliance, on account of 
hts perfonal hatred to Charles^ who had murdered 
his father^ Lewis IIL duke of Anjou^ and kin^ of 
Sicily, efpoufdd the caufe of Charm, who had mar^ 
tied his fifter. The count de Fofat* and his brothers 
declared for the Englifh; chough they afterwards 
changed their party* The houfes of Armagnac and 
Albret had made their peace with Henry V. bue 
now engaged in the intereft of Charles. The duke 
of Orleans and his brpther the count de Angou- 
lefme, were both priibners in England ; but Charles 
was affifted by their friends, adherents, and in- 
fluence. The fame party was embraced by John 
duke of Alenfon, and his brother Peter the Baftard, 
who was counted one of the belt warriors in the 
kingdom. John duke of Bourbon being prifonier 
in England* could have no perfonal ihare in theie 
contefts : but his eldeft foo, the count of Clermont, 
was ilrongiy attached to Charles, for whde fervice 
he maintained all the places belonging to the duke 
his father. Charles d'Artois count of Eu, and 
Lewis count of Vendome, were ftill detained pri-^ 
foners in England fince the batde of Agincourt* 
The principal ofiicers of Charles were thefe ; the 
Scottifh earl of Buchan, firft coulin to James L 
of Scotland, was created ccmftaUe of France after 
the batde of Bauge ; the marechals Fayette and 
. Severac, Andrew Delaval lord of Loheac, John 
de Harcour count of Aumale, John de la Haye 
lord of Colonge, Culant, who was afterwards high 
admiral, Aymer vifcount of Narbonne, Pothon 
deXaintraUles, Stephen de Lahire, called other-^ 
wife Vigndes, and Graville ; and laftly, the Baf- 
tard of Orleans, who had juft begun to fignalize 
himfelf by . his exploits. The chief perfonages of 
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hh court, were firft the queen, Mary of Anjou, a ^.c-w^^* 
princefs of exceeding beauty and extraordinary me- 
rit ; though Charles, in other (^fpedts an accOm* 
pliflbed prince, negleded her charms for the profe* 
cution of iefs honourable amours : her mother Yo* 
lante of Arragon queen of Sicily, who had acquired 
great reputation for virtue and aq>acity : Tann^ui 
de Chatel was the principal £ivouriixs i>i Cfaarks ; 
he was the afiaffin of the duke of Burgundy, and 
the perfon who advifed that treacherous expedient^ 
in other rei]peds a faithful adhf rent and fage coun- 
fellor: Louver, prefident of Provence, fuperin* 
tended the finances, a very infolent and rapacious 
minifter, who always preferred his own intereft to 
that of his mafter : La Tremouille ONuntained tho 
third rank at the court of Charles : and of inferior 
confideration, were De Giac and Le Camus de Beau- 
lieu, who (helcered themfelves under the credit of 
Louvet. 

Among the partifans and officers of Henry, he Aceonnt of 
that filled the firft place, was the duke of Bedford ^h^^of 
reg^t of France, one of the mofl accompliflied ^^nr* 
princes in Europe either for the field or, cabinet} 
and infinitely fuperior in merit to all the other per* 
jbns employed in the feryice. He was aflifl^ in 
France by the duke of Somerfcr, the carls of Sa* 
liibury, Warwick, and Arundel, Sir John Faftolfe^ 
Talbot, and other cheers of diftinguUhed valour 
and condud. Befides theiie, the duke of Burgundy 
had three generals, who, as they ferved the fame 
intereft, deferve to be mentioned among the Eng- 
liA), on account of the gallant exploits they per* 
formed. Thcfe were John of Luxembourg, count 
de Ligny, fon of Valeran de Luxembourg conflable 
of France ; Tifle d'Adam marcchal of France, who 
had been confined to the Bailile by Henry V. and 
lately releafcd by the duke of Bedford ; and Tou- ^.^ ^^^^ 
longcou, commonly called the marcchal of ftw- viii , 
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^^^^H^^ gwrt^. tHfe yeung kihg's court in fertglafad, confiff - 
cd of Homphry duke 5f Gkniccftcr, who equalled 
his brotheii Bedford in valour and capacity, but fell 
fiiort of him in r^nnper and moderation ; he was 
brave, laimed, c^n, aflFafole, and liberal, but fy 
|>roud and paflionace, that his enemies found it an 
«afy «tfl< to eflfea his difgrace and deftruftion :' 
Thomas Beaufort duke cl Exeter: his brother 
Henry bifliop of Winchefter, wfiofe' charadcr wc 
have already dcfcribed : their nephew, the eiatl of 
Somerfet: Richardi^diikc of YcJrk, fon of Richard 
carl of Cambridgy, who was beheaded at South- 
amptoD, and grandfon of Edmund de Langley 
duke of Yo^k ; a prince who .afterwards claimed 
the crowrt' as heir of Mortimei- 1 Humphrey earl 
•f Straffo^rd, fort ^f Anne of Gloucefter, daughter 
fo the tinfortuntte duke, whom Richard If. cauf^d 
n bt UtiurdeKd at Calais : Henry earl of Eflex, 
uterine brother to the earl of Strafford, and married 
• » the duke of York's fifter Ifabel : Ralph Nevil 
carl of Weftmoreland, allied to the royal family by 
his marriage with Jane Beaufort, fifter to the duke 
of Exeter and the biftiop of Winchefter: Thomas 
Cciiirtney earl of Devonfhire, married to* the fifter 
of the carl of Somerfet : Henry Talbot, who had 
cfpoufed the fifter of the earl of Effex; Henry 
Holland carl of Huntingdon, defcended from an 
^rerihe fifter of Richard II. Henry Piercy earl of 
Northumberland, and John Fitzallcn earl of Aron* 
At] J who married princeffes of the houfe of Marche. 
piggfdi^ After the death of Charles VI. which happened 
Bedford! on thc twenty-firft day of Oftober, the feafon would 
l^^^H ^^ permit the troops on either fide to undertake 
cbndadcsa any adfcion of great importance, except the fiegeof 
treaty with §( Valcrv, which was furrendered to the Englifh 

thedukeof •!• Tin*- i r^-r 

Brittany. On capitulation. Buffi m the county of Guife, was 
likev/ife taken by the count de Ligni, general of 
the Burgundians, while Jaque de Harcour and 
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Lahirt reduced La Rue in Picardy, and Vitry m a, 0.142*. 
Champagne^ to the dominion of Charles. The 
duke of Bedford, in purfuance of the plan which 
, his brother Henry had projefted, refolvcd to fubdue 
all the places poflefTed by Charles on this fide the 
Loire *, and while he was employed in making pre- 
parations for executing this plan^ Gravilie, one of 
the officers of Charles, fqrprifed Meulan by fcalade^ 
on the fourth day of January. As this place was a. c. 1413. 
£tuated within fix leagues of Paris, and tht reduc* 
cion of it tinder bis.eye an infuk offered to his arms^ 
he determined to begin the campaign wkh the fiege 
of it, which he accordingly undertook in perfon in 
the beginning of February. Charles ordered the 
count d'Aumale to join the Scmtifh auxiliaries unv 
der general Stuart, and march to its relief ^ but 
thefe officers difputing the chief command with each 
other, parted without having undertaken any thing . 
in favour of Meulan, which Gjraville was obliged 
K> furrender on capitulation. After the reduction 
of this place,, the regent repaired to Amiens, where 
he had an interview with the dukes of Burgundy 
and Bretagne, which laft, together with his brother 
the count de Richemont, ligried a league and con- 
federacy againft Charles j and this alliance was ce- 
mented by a marriage between Bedford and Anne 
filler of the duke of Burgundy; while the .count 
de Richemont married an elder fifter of the fame 
prince, who was widow of the dauphin Lewis. The aa. Ptifc, 
duke of Bedford confummated his marriage at 
Troye 5 and in his way to Paris with his young con-* 
fort, took Pont- fur-Seine by afTault. *In the mean 
time the earl of Salifbury, being appointed gover- 
nor of Champagne and Brie, invefled the flrong 
t:aftie of Montaigne •, and leaving the earl of Suf- 
folk to command the blockade of that fortrefs, 
undertook in perfon the fiege of Vertus, Sefannc, 
and Epernay, which he redficed without difficulty. 
NvMB, XXXIX. C c While 
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A. c. 1423. While he was engaged in thcfc operations, Charles 
The French Ordered Taonegui de Chatel to march to the relief 
aredrfeated of Montaign ; but SaHftury, being apprifed of his 
ttCrevant, intcnt, joined Suffolk with fuch expedition, that 
the French general was almott furprifed, and re- 
treated into Burgundy. ,whither he was.purfued by 
the Englifii forces. Salisbury finding he cnuld nac 
overtake the French, invefted Crevant, a ftrong 
place fituated Upon the Yonne, about three leagues 
above Auxerre. Charles then commanded Stuart 
to withdraw fome troops from the neighbouring 
garrifons, and join Chatel, in order to attempt the 
relief of the town. All thefe forces when joined 
amounted to ten thoufand, of which the marechal 
de Severac took the comm.and ; but before the 
junftion was cfFefted, Sali(bury had made himfclf 
mafter of Crevant, and returned to the fiege of 
Montaign. Tho' the French army could not prevent 
the reduftion of Crevant, they refoived to retake 
it immediately, and marched thither v/ith all ex- 
pedition. The dutchcfs dowager of Burgundy be- 
ing then at Dijon, ordered the marechal Toulon- 
geon to affemble the militia and gentlemen of that 
neighbourhood ; and defired the earl of Salifbury 
to join them with his forces, and attempt to raife 
the fiege. That nobleman complied v/ith her re- 
queft, and fet out for Auxerre, at the head of fix 
thoufand chofen troops •, there, joining the Bur- 
gundians, they di reded their route to Crevant; 
and the army of Charles, being apprifed of their 
march, took poft upon a mountain, from whence 
they could ilot eafily be diflodged. The Englifli 
and Burgundians made a feint, as if they had in^ 
tended to pafs the river Yonne at Cologne -le-Vi- 
meux ; upon which the French quitted the ground r 
anc} pofted themfelves on the bank of the river, in 
order to difpute the paflage. The two armies faced 
one another for two hours on different fides of the 
5 river> 
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fiver, till at length, a body of Englifli, paffing by ^- ^- '4»3. 
a bridge, maintained their ground againft the ef- 
forts of the whole French army, until all their 
Countrymen, and the Burgundians had made their 
paffige good. Then they attacked m their turn, 
with fuch impetuofity, that the marechal de St. Se* 
verac could not fuftain the aflauir, but retired, 
with his French forces, leaving the Scots under 
Stuarc to beai the brunt of the whole battle. They 
fought, for a confiderable time, with great obfti- 
nacy, until they were overpowered, and obliged to 
quit the field. with the lofs of twelve hundred men, 
who were killed upon the fpot, or taken prifoihcrs. 
Stuart and Xaintrailles, with about forty officers of 
diftinftion, fell into the hands of the -Englifh, who 
did not obtain a blood lefs vidory ; for above four 
hundred of their beft men loft their lives in the en- 
gagement ; and among thefe Sir John Grey, Sir 
William Kalk, Sir Gilbert Haffcl, and Richard ap 

Madoc. Monftrtlet. 

After this viftory, the earl of Salifbury returned J^l^^^^ 
to the blockade of Montaign, the garrifon of which finiihe«thc 
being, by this time, reduced to twenty men, capi- ^h^Mm. 
tulated ; and' he ordered the fortifications to be 
razed. Then he divided his forces with the earl 
of Suflblk, who made himfelf matter of Macon, 
while Salifbury finiflied the conqueft of Cham- 
pagne ; from whence he marched into the Ifle of 
France, where he reduced Coucy, and fome other 
caftles. During thefe tranfadtions, the regent or- 
dered Ralph de Boutieller to befiege Crotoy in Pi- 
cardy, fituated on the Somme, oppofite to St, Va- 
kry, and commanded by Jaques de Harcour, who, 
after having made a gallant defence, agreed to fur* 
render by the firft of March, if not relieved before 
that time-, and, as Charles made no attempt in his 
fevour, he fur rendered accordingly to the duke of 
Bedford. Tho' Charles was but very ill fupplied with 
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A. c. 1413. money, he payed the ranibm of Xaintrailles, wha 
no fooner recovered his liberty, than he found means 
to furprife Ham and Guife, while La Hire took 
Compeignie in the fame manner: but all thefe 
places were immediately retaken by the troops of 
the regent and the duke of Burgundy. About this 
period, Charles received a reinforcement of a thou- 
fand men at arms, and five hundred lances, from 
Philip Maria Vifconti duke of Milan i and %htik 
troops entering the Bajolois, not only prevented t^ 
t town of la BouflTi^re from falling into the hands of 
Toulongeon, but alfo furprifed that general, who 
was taken prifoner, with feven hundred men, whom 
he had brought to take pofTeflion of the fortrefs, 
according to capitulation; bu; he was immedi- 
ately exchanged tor Stuart, who had been taken at 
Crevant. 
A body of This fmall advantage was followed by another 
ito^jo'hiiT ^f greater confequence to Charley. John de la 
u Pole, I^ole, brother to the earl of Suffolk, with a body of 
CMYmc^ troops drawn from different garrifons, had fallen 
into Anjou, where he burned the fuburbs of An- 
gers, and obtained a confiderable booty : but, in 
his return to Normandy, he was intercepted by 
the count d*Aumale, the young duke of Alcnfon,. 
Loheac, Coutonge, , and the baftarrd of Alen^on, 
who had aflembled a ftrong bo4y of troops to c^c 
off his retreat. They came up with him at Gra- 
ville in Le Maine, where, after m obftii^iate difpute^ 
he was defeated, and taken priibner, and fotirteen 
hundred of his men killed on the fiisldpf battle* 
oharies re- Thfs vi^loiTy revived the hppes of Chaf les^. wbkh, 
foic^ent^f the jbattle of Crevant had well nigh cxtinguiflied v 
five thou- and, what infpired him with freih confidence^ wast 
!^D^^ the arrival of five dioufand men, whom thie carl of 
by theeari Bucban, at this period, brought froni Scotland* 
of DougUs. yjjjjgf jj^g command of Archibald earl of Pougl^^ 
^^"^^^ Qne of th» moft renowned warriors of the a^. 
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Thefe iuccotirs arrived at RocheJle at a very fea- a. 0.1413. 
fonablc junfture for Charles, \vhp carcffed the 
ScotciQi officers in a very extraordinary manner. 
Douglas was created duke of Touraine; Stuart 
honoured with the title of baron d*Aubigny, and 
afterwards made count d'Evreux : Charles chofe a 
company of Scots for the guard of his own ptrfcfti, 
as a mark of his confidence and efteem. To crown 
this fucceffron of favourable events, the count de 
Richemont being affronted by the regent, who re- 
fofed to truft him with the command of the army, 
refolved to detach his brother, the duke of Brittany, 
ftOTti the En^ifh intereft •, and, by the mediation 
6f the duke of Savoy, a truce was conch/ded be- 
tween Charles and the duke of Burgundy, for tht 
Lionnois and Burgundy, which, as well as the 
neighbouring provinces of France, were terribly 
diftrefied by the interruption of commerce. 

While France was thus expofed to all the rhife- Proceedings 
f ies of war, England enjoyed the moft f>rofound Ji^rocnfof 
traflquility. The parliament meeting on t!he twen- England. 
tieth day of Oftober, a new council was appointed 
Jfbr the government of the realm, by the intrigues 
of the mftlop' of Winchefter, who having quarrelled 
with the duke of Gloucefter, raiftd an oppofitioft 
in parliament, with a view to curb the proteftor's 
powers, by enlarging thofe of the council, which 
were accordingly augmented. This affair being 
fettled, the miniftry laid before both houfes, th<i ^ 
ttateof a negotiation with the Scots, touching the 
ranfom of king James-, and' the parliament ap- 
proved of the ftep's that had been taken. A law wai 
cna<!led againft the exportation of gold and filver 
out of the kingdom, except what was barely necef- 
farv for the payment of the troops in France v and 
a fubfidy was granted for the maintenance of the 
war in that country. 

« 
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A. c. 1413. The duke of Glouccfter and the council perceiv- 
James king ing, that the Scottifh nation adopted other maxims 
ii^fcTat'u^ than thofe they had purfued under the regency of 
berty. the latc dukc of Albany; and that they exerted 
themfelves in behalf df the French king, with a 
Spirit that feemed to be the refult of their refenting 
their own king's captivity, refolved in good earned, 
• to fet James at liberty, on fuch conditions as would 
attach him to the intereft of England. His fub- 
jefts v/ere extremely defirous of feeing him return, 
and take the adminiftration of the realm from Mur- 
doc duke of Albany, who was a weak prince, with- 
out refolution or authority -, ^d fevcral negotia- 
tions had been fet on foot for the releafe of their 
lawful fovereign : but hitherto they had proved in- 
. efFcftual, becaufe the Englifli thought it their in- 
tereft to detain him in thtir power ; fuppbfing, that 
while he remained in captivity, his fubjefts would 
take no material fteps to the prejudice of England. 
By this time, however, they had found themfelvcs 
miftaken in their conjefture, and faw no expedient 
fo likely to put an end to the alliance between France 
and Scotland, as that of difmiflfing king James in 
^ terms of friendlhip with England. Safe- condufts 

were granted to the Scottifh commiflioners to come 
to London, in order to treat about their king*s de- 
liverance i and the bilhpps of Durham and Wor- 
cefter, the earls of Northumberland and Wcftmore- 
land, the lords Nevil, Cornwal, and Chav^orth, 
were appointed as deputies to difcufs the articles. 
They were empowered, by their inftrufbions, to 
confent to the releafe of James, on condition, that 
he fhould pay forty thoufand marks for the expence 
of his maintenance during his captivity in England; 
and that he fhould conclude a truce with Henry, 
during which, the two kings fhould not afiift the 
(enemies of each other. They were likewife defirecj 
tp infiniiate, that this peace might be happily ce- 
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mented by a marriage between the' king of Scot- a. c. 1423. 
land, and feme Englifh lady of the blood- royal. 
The firft conference was held ac York, when the 
■plenipotentiaries agreed upon the articles of the 
king's releafe ; and, in the fecond at London, they 
regulated the manner in which the 'fum fhould be 
p^iyed, together with the quality of the hoftages to 
be left by way of fecurity. There too, it was fti- 
ptilated, that the ^ing of Scotland fhould efpoufe 
Jane of Somerfct, filler to th>e duke of that name, 
and niece to the duke of Exeter and bil^op of Win- 
chefter ; and that Henry's council fhould abate ten 
thoufahd marks of the fcim, in confideration of 
this marriage. Then the commiffioners of both 
nations figned a trucei for fevcn years, by which 
James engaged to recal his troops from France be- 
fore the month of May next cnfuing ; though he 
could not anfwer for their obedience. This treaty Aa. Pub. 
was confirmed by the parliament, which was pro- 
rogued from December to January ; and James, 
after a captivity of fevenceen years, returned to his 
own country. ' 

The war in France was dill maintained with vari- The duke of 
ous fuccefs i and the regent exerted all his aftivity fiegcs'ivm 
and coaduft in attempting to clear the northern 
provinces of the troops and adherents of Charles; 
but he found this a very difficult ta(k ; for he had 
no fooner reduced one place by force, than the ene- 
my took another by furprize ; fo that his labour 
feemed to be endlefs and ineffedual. While he was a. c, 1424. 
employed in the reduction of fcveral little caftles. 
in the Ifle of France, he received intelligence that 
Giraut, one of the officers of Charles, had furprifed 
Ivry, a place of importance, on the frontiers of 
Normandy ; and he forthwith marched thither to 
retake it, before the French- could have time to put ' 
it in a proper pofture of defence. The fiege was 
undertaken in the bcgiiining of July, and Giraut 
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4. c. 14^, capituUtcd to furrendcr, if not reKeved by the fif- 
teenth day of Auguft. Charles, being informed of 
this agreement, rcfolved to fuccour the place, tho* 
' at cHe hazard of a battle ; and immediately afiem* 
bkd an aFmy at Le Maine, co^fifting of twenty 
thoufand men, Scots, French, and Italtans. The 
command naturally belonged to the earl of Buchan, 
as conftable of France ; but he yielded that honour 
to his father-in-law the earl of Douglas, whom 
Charks cpnftituted his Heu tenant general for the 
whple Kingdom, All the nobility, who adhered 
to Charles, joined the army on this occafion, in or- 
der to fignalize their courage ; and, on the twelfth 
day of Auguft, they marched by the walls of Ver-r 
nueiU which was in pofleifion of the Eogliih. 
Next day they came in fight of the regent's army, 
which was fb ftrongly intrenched before Ivry, that 
Doujglas deemed the attack imprafticable, and 
marched back to Vernueil, which furrcndered on 
the firft fummons, .fuppoiing that the £ngti(h army" 
was defeated, and the fiege of Ivry raifed, accord- 
ing to the report of the meffenger. 
S^Jhe The wl of SaHfbury being apprifed of the cne- 
cncmy. msy's march,, haftened to the regent with a rein- 
forcement of a thoufand men at arms, and twa 
thou{and archers, which augmenited the nuii^bef of 
the EnglUh to thirteen thoufand ve^rans, who 
were mbne than a caatch for the like number of any 
troops in Emx^e. Ivry was furrendered at the ^^ 
pointed time, according to the capitulation ; and: 
next day the duke of Bedford marched towards 
Vernueil^ in order to bring the enemy to/a battle^ 
He lilted at the diflance o€ a league from th&w 
camp, and fent an herald with a defiance, and a, par** 
Ucular ipefTage to Douglas, importing, that he waa 
come to dine with him : To this the- other i!q)Iied^ 
that; he ihoujd be welcome, and find the cloth readj^ 
laid. The regent, inftead of proceeding to the atM 
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tack, pitched upon a convenient fpot for a field of ^ ^^^^h* 
bs^ttle, flanked by a hill, on which he pofted two 
thoufand archers *» and he provided his Ibldiers with . 
iharp ftakes, like thofe that were ufed at A^n- 
cowf, to refift the French cavalry, among which 
he knew there was a great number of young nobIe<^ 
QEien, who would not fail to attack him oi^ the 
ground he had ehofen for his own advantage : nor 
was he miftaken in his notioa of that headftrof^ 
Impetuoiity, by which the French had loft fo many 
decifive battles. Douglas having, in perfon, otH 
ferved the EngUih camp, ail^mbled a council of 
war, and reprefenied, that as the duke of Bedford 
had chofen has own ground, where he could not be 
attacked without manifeft dtfadvantage, their bufi^ 
nefs was to maintain their pod, and net hazaid a 
battle, in which the king's intereft muft rua an unr 
necefiary lifque. 

^ This falutary advice, which the conftaWe, and ''^^y^?^ 
>all the officers of experience, appro ved> was vehe- featcdat 
- mently oppofed by Aymer vifcouat of Narbonnc, vcrnMiL 
who treated it as the efieA of timidtiy,. and de« 
claimed upon the glory of France, and the diC- 
grace that would be entailed upon the arms oi the 
king, ihould they avoid an engagement,, when they 
were fo" fuperior to the enemy in number. He 
was feconded by all the young nobiltty •, aiad* the 
council was filled with tumulc and debate : an 
length this ra(h, unthinking nobleman,, ex^laimed^ 
** Let thofe who love the king follow me ! *' then^ 
rufhing from the council, attended by thofe who 
efpoufed his opinion, he drew up his men in order 
. of battle, and commanded them- to display his ban- 
ner. Douglas and theconftable finding all their 
i?emonArances inefFcftual, and their authority de- 
fpifed, refolved to do their utmoft endeavours to. 
iupport thofe hcadftrong adventurers •,' or, if thac 
ihou Id prove ineffcduaJi to waih out,, wiih their 

' own 
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^ c. 1414. Q^n blood, the (lain which had been fo unjuftly 
thrown upon their honour. With this view they 
endeavoured to form their troops ; but the vifcount 
of Narbonne, and his aflbciates, had already begun 
their career, and the reft of the army followed them 
in fuch a tumultuous manner, that it was found 
nnpoffible to bring them under any regularity of 
rank or difcipline, while the two chiefs were hur- 
ried along with the multitude. By that time the 
Englifti camp appeared in view, their breath and 
fpirits were almoft exhaufted ; and here the gene- 
rals made another effort to reduce them >tb order, 
by exhorting them to halt, and recover breath be- 
fore they Ihould begin the battle : but they ftill lent 
a deaf ear to all their entreaties ; and the French and 
Scots vied with each other, in rufhing foiemoft to 
the fcene of their deftruftion. The Italians having 
received a Ihower of arrows from the Englifh archers 
that flanked them upon the hill, betook themfelves 
to flight in the very beginning of the onfet j but the 
reft of the army charged with incredible impetuofity, 
fo far as to diforder one of the wings of the Englifh. 
They even broke through them as far as a barri- 
cade formed in the rear with the waggons of the 
army, behind which was pofted a body of archers 
that received them with a terrible difcharge. When 
they wheeled, in order to attack ihefe bowmen on 
the flanks, they found them defenced by their 
flakes, in fuch a manner, that they could make no 
impriefTion •, while they themfelves were fo expofed 
to the flights of arrows, that few or none of them 
efcaped v/ith life from this encounter. Mean 
while, the main bodies of both armies fought 
with fuch equal fury and refolurion, thatj for three 
hours, it was impoflible to difcern any advantage 
on either fide •, at length, the Englifh body of re- 
ferve, which had defeated the Italian men at ^rms 
and French cavalry, fell upon the flank of the 
- Scots, 
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Scots, and decided the fortune of the day. Doug- a. 0.1444. 
las and the conftable feeing their overthrow inevit- 
able, fcorned to outlive the difafter, and, rufliing 
into the hotteft part of the battle, fell in the midftof 
their enemies. This was likewife the fate of the 
indifcreet Narbonne, Ventadour, Graville, and 
Rambouillet. The other principal officers were 
fo grievoufly wounded, that they could no longer 
acft V fo that the men, being deprived of their 
leaders, fought at random, until they were routed 
and difperfed with great flaugbter. The Italians, 
who had quitted the field in the beginning of the 
engagement, being informed that the French had 
the advantage, returned for their fliare of the plun- 
der, and were received by the vi6korious Englifli iii 
fuch a manner, that not a man would have efcaped 
alive, had not they been favoured by the night. 
Five thoufand Scots and French were left dead up- 
on the field of battle, and a great number was 
wounded and taken ; among others, the marechal 
de la Fayette and Gaucour ; and the young duke 
of Alenjon, being found ftill breathing, was che- 
riflied with fuch care by the regent, that he reco- 
vered of his wounds, which were e^treriiely dan- 
gerous. This viftory, though of infinite impo/- 
xance to the regent, was not purchafed cheaply^ 
inafmuch as he loft feventeen hundred of his beft 
men, who fell in the field ; and, among thefe, fome 
officers of diftinftion. Next day the duke of Bed- 
ford inverted Vernueil, the garrifon of which was 
commanded by Ratnbure, who, being but very ill 
provided with neceflaries, furrendered in three days 
on capitulation. In this place the Englifli found 
all the baggage belonging to the French, Scottifh, 
and Italian generals, together with the money de- 
clined for the pay of the foldiers ; and, nrieeting , 
with the corpfe of the vifcount Narbonne, on the 
fvay to interment,, they fcized and hung it on a stow*. 

gibbet, ^"^^^ 
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A. c. 1414. ^bbet, becaufe that nqbleman had bech concerned 

in the murder of the duke of Burgundy. 
Difpute 6c- After the viftory at Vernueif , the duke of Bed- 
duSi*^ ford returned to Paris td qutll an infurredioit 
Brabant and -which had bfcn in that city, on the fuppofition 
abou" jaque- that hc would bc defeated ; while the earl of Sa- 
linadutcbefs irfbuty rcduced the city of Mani, St. Sufanne, ^nd 
^ L aferte Bernard, and fiitifhed the conqueft df . Lc 
Marne, ' All the places that favoured Charles were 
now filled wtth confternation ; and all his friends 
bepan to defpair of his caufe. He himfelf, tho' a 
prrnce of great vivacity and perfijverancc, would 
in aH probability have yielded to the torrent of 
misfortune, had not the approach of winter af- 
forded him fomc refpite from the purfurt of his 
enemies. But even the winter would not have 
prevented his ruin, if another unexpefted event 
hatd not intervened. This was no other than a 
quarrel between thedirkesof Burgundy andGlou- 
cefter, which withoxit all qeeftion preferved the 
crown of France to the houie of Valois. We have 
already obfervcd that the dtrke of Glouccftcr had 
marri^ Jaquelina, heirefs of Hairtatilt, even during 
the life of her other hulband the duke of Brabant, 
who was firft coufin to the duke of Burguhdy. 
This laft prince forefeeing that fuch a marriage 
would be produftive of animofity and war be- 
tween the two huftands^ had a conference on this 
fubjcd with the duke of Bedford at Amiens, and 
afterwards another at Paris, where they agreed in 
opinion, that the affair ought to be left to the de- 
cifiom of the pope, who was the natural Judge iit 
all fuch caufes. The duke of Bratmnt affented t6 
the propofal, in full confidence that his holincft 
- would lee no caufe to annul his marriage with Ja- 
qudina; hut the duke of Glouceflrer refufed his 
aflent for the fame reafon, tho' he profefled him- 
ielf inclined to a reaibnable accommodation. 

The 
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The affair continued in fufpencc till the batde of a. c. 14^ 
Vcrnueil j after which the duke of Glouccfter ciouccfter 
eroded the fea to Calais, with his wife, and a body Hlfn^it, 
of five thouiand men,- to wrelt Jaquelina's domi*. 
nions from the hands of the duke of Brabant. 
His defign was altogether a fecret to the duke of 
Burgundy, who believed he was come to reinforce 
the regent ; he was therefore not a Iktle furpriied 
whqo he heard, during his refidence at Dijon, that 
the duke of Cloucefter had traveriied part of his 
ciomiBions ; and that all the towos of Hwiaulc' 
had fubmitted and taken the oath of allegiance to. 
him and Jaquelina. He fotthwitb ordered his ge- 
nerate Ligni and Tlfle Adam to aflembie an army» 
and join the count of St. Pol, who was employed 
at Brvfiels in raiiing forces for the fervice of bis* 
brother the duke of Brabant. How unfeafooable 
for England this rupture with the . duke of Bnr- 
gundy muft have been, will appear, when we ob<- 
ferve tb^t the affairs of Charles were at this junc- 
tuns in a defperate condition. The battles of Cre- 
vajut and Vemueil had deprived him of his befl: 
troops and Mnerals. He was without money and 
crediit, utterly incapable of bringing an aroay into 
the field. The d»kes of Bufguady and Bretagne, 
the moA powerful vaflals of his crown, were intt« , 
Qiately conne&ed with the EngUih. His brother^ 
in-law the kiog of Sicily had k>ft Le Maine, and 
could hardly preferve his other dominions; and 
the king Qf $(i:otland, the ancient ajly of France^ 
was by his Cruce with England hindered from fup* 
plying him with a reinforcement. Reduced to this 
fn^ancholy ficuatioo, he faw htmfeif repulfed to 
the other fide of the Loire, and in imminent dan^ 
g^rof beiag hunted out of the province^ of Berry, 
Languedoc, and Dauphinc : the Englifli gave him 
no other title than that of count of Ponthieu, or 
king of Boyrges, in derifion. The duke of Bed- 
ford 
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A.C1414 ford was fenfible of all his advantages, and kriew 
that if his brother Gloucefter would have, at this 
critical period, joined him with the forces and 
money he had brought to Calais, the conqueft of 
France would have been finilhed in one campaign. 
A. c. 14x5. He wrote to him on this fubjeft, conjuring him to 
poftpone his defigns againft the duke of Brabant^ 
until he could be fupported with the united ftrength ' 
of France and England. But his remonftrances 
had no weight with Gloucefter, who could not be 
prevailed upon to let flip this opportunity of 
making himfelf matter of the four faireft pro- 
vinces in the Low Countries. The regent, on ac- 
count of this unlucky diverfion, could draw no 
new reinforcement from England j and his army 
being almoft wholly divided among a great num- 
ber of caftles and towns, which he was obliged to 
garrifon, he found himfelf difabled from profc- 
cuting his conquefts. 
2^**^' In the orders which the duke of Burgundy iflued 
from the to his genctals for levying troops in favour of his 
J^* ^ kinfman the duke of Brabant, he declared that this 
prince had agreed to the expedient propofed, with 
"the confent of the duke of Bedford; and that 
Glouccfter had rejefted the equitable propofaf. 
Humphrey, incenfed at this aflcrtion, wrote a letter 
to him from Mons, in which he taxed him with 
having advanced what was not ftriftly conformable 
to truth. The duke of Burgundy, in his anfwer, 
gave him the lie, and offered to maintain his afler- 
tion in fingle combat, to be judged by his own bro- 
ther the duke of Bedford. Gloucefter accepted the 
challenge ; the fcftival of St. George was fixed for 
the day of trial -, and in the mean time, thefe two 
princes infulted each other in the moft outrageous 
manner, both by letters and meflages. In this in- 
terval, the count of St. Pol be fieged and took the 
little town of Brainc in Hainault -, putting the Eng- 

lifh 
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lilh g^rrifon to the fword, notwithftanding the ca- ^•^- '**5* 
pitulation, and . then reduced the place co alhes. 
Neverchelefs, as the quarr/di between the dukes of 
Gloucetter and Brabant might be terminated by the 
combat between Humphrey and the duke of Bur- 
gundy, they agreed to a truce until that aifair Ihould 
be decided •, and Gloucefter returned to England. 
He would have carried his dutchefs along with him, 
had not the inhabitants of Mons defircd, with the 
moft earneft in treaties, that ihe might be permitted 
to remain in that city. He could not refill their 
prefling follicitations ; but he exa6led a folemnoath 
of the magiftrates, that they would defend her at 
the hazard of their lives againft all her enemies. Monftrdet. 
.Charles, in order to make his advantage of thefe J^^f^T"' 
diflenfions, endeavoured to detach the dukes of montiscre- 
Burgundy and Bretagne from the intereft of the *?^*^ ^®°^- 
Englifh. He knew that the count de Richemont France j 
was incenfed againft the duke of Bedford, who had 
refufed to confer upon hirft the command of the ar- 
my : he was well acquainted with the pride and 
vanity of that nobleman -, and thefe, by proper 
cmiflaries, he flattered in fuch a manner, that the 
count agreed to accept of the conftable's office, va* 
cant fince the death of Buchan ; and even under- 
took to bring over his brother the duke of Bre- 
t4gne to the intereft of Charles, provided that prince 
would banifli Lpuvet from his councils, and pro- 
cure the confent of the duke of Burgundy to his 
engaging in the king's fervice. Charles accordingly 
declared him conftable of France, as the duke did 
not obje6l to this promotion ; but that prince, tho* 
irritated againlt the dake of Gloucefter, and the 
EngliQi in general, had not fo entirely forgot his 
father's affaffination, as to liften to the propofals of 
the king, who had fent the bilhops of Puy and 
Chartres, to detach him, if poffible, from the in- 
tereft of Henry. They endeavoured to excufe 

Charles 
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A. c, y^i. Charles with regard to his father's death, by faying 
he was mifled by evil caQnfeUors ; and the duke 
took this opportunity to tell them, that when his 
tnajefty fhould have banifhed' thoie evil counfellori 
from his prefence, it would then be a proper time to 
talk of an accommodation. Thefe were Taonegui 
de Chatel and Louvet, who ftill maintained the 
foreffx>ft place in his favour. The firft being zp- 
prized of the duke's dectaratidnt infilled upon being 
diimiiied from the fervice. Charles granted his re^ 
^eft wich rekidance : but the other was not fo ho^ 
neft afS co iacriiice his own private advantage to his 
mafter'i intereft. He not only enjoyed a large (hare 
of his fovereign^s favour ^but his credit was c0rro«^ 
borac^ by the influence of his daughter, married to 
the h>rd of Joyeufe, who, with the famous Agnes 
Softly dSvrdsd the affedion of Charles. Louvet 
thus fiipporcedy fet the new coaftablc at defiance ; 
and the court was immediately fpiit into two fac-* 
tions, which greatly obftrudled their fovcreig^'s in* 
terelt. Chavks himCblf efpouied the caufe of Lou - 
vet ; but the nobility adhered to the conilable ; and 
thcr^the^'^" ^^^ ^^ rmrtd from court in difguft^ declaring he 
duke of would Mver.retuirn whtle his antagonift fhould re** 
Is/" ^^ Ws offict, they withdrew to their refpeaivtt 
Charles, countf^ies, and the king found himfelf altnoft to* 
tatty abandoned. Then he was obliged to facrifice 
his minifter, and make conceffions to the conftable> 
who riot only refumed his .pkce, but alfo pet formed 
Kft.<3echa. ]|i$ pomife, vx briiigcng over his brother the duke 
of Brecagne, who did homage at Saomur. . 

^^^B^dford ^^- ^^^^ ^ Henry was as much difturbed by 
mums to faftioii- as that of Charles. The dtikc of Gloaoe^ 
London, to ftg^ ^^ ^{^ ip^^lc the biflioo of Wiochefer, -hated 
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quarrel be- tsch oiMt wtth unfsacabte rancour. That pre^ 
duS^o?^ late had oppofed wkh .all his might the ei^ditiort 
Gioucdbr to Haiftauk ; though the duke's incerefl prevailed 
An'liof wL ^ ^^ council : but, ia the abfcncc of Gloucdfter^ 

cheftcr. " " . thc 
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the bther afcquired fuch influence, that when he re* a*^' ^"^^^f 
turned, the bifliop's credit fcemed to preponderate. 
Their quarrel was immediately revived^ an(i broke 
out in divers tumults and frays between their par- 
tifansi The bi(hop wrote a letter to the duke of 
Bedford^ intreating him in the moft earned mannet* „ 
to return and reform the abufes occasioned by his 
brother's mifcondudt; and Gloucefter drew upar^' 
tides of impeachment, to be prefented againft Win- 
chefter at the enfuing parHament. The duke of 
Bedford, finding his prefence abfolutely neceffary 
in England, left the command of the army in 
France to the. earl of Warwick, and arrived on tht 
twentieth day of December in England, where he 
was received by. the council and the nation, in qua- 
lity of protcdtor. In a few days after his return, 
he explained the ftate of affairs in France to %\\t 
council ; and, in particular, expatiated on the infi^ 
delity of the count de Richemont, and bis brother 
the duke of Brittany, againft whom war was de* 
clarcd by public proclamation, on the fifteenth day 
of January. The next affair which engrofied the j^^ 
attention of the protet^or, was the quarrel between 
his brother and uncle, which he employed all hi J 
.influence to accommodate. He convoked an aflTem- /^ q ,^^ 
bly of the nobles at St. Alban's, that they might 
aCBAl him in mediating a reconciliation, which t/as 
fo nccefllary towards the prefervacion of the public 
peace ; but all their endeavours proving ineffeftual^ 
i:he difpute was referred to the decifion of parlia- 
xnem^ which was alr«idy^ fummoned to meet irt 
March at Leicefter, There the duke of Glouce* 
fter exhibited his articles of impeachment, which 
being examined by a committee, appeared frivo- 
lous i and the bifhop was acquitted. Then the par- 
Jiament exhorted both parties to lay afide their mu- 
tual animofity -, and they embraced each other wit 1^ 
exterior marks of pcrfet^ reconciliation^ while thdr 
. N^ 39. Vd heajw 
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A.c, 1426. hearts rankled with revenge. The duke of Bed- 
ford, who fuppofed this acxoramodation would not 
lad, and forefaw that a divifion in the council x 
would be very prejudicial to the king^s affaks, pre- 
vailed upon hrs Uncle to refign che great faaU which 
was given to the bifhop of London, and to accc»n« 
pany him in his next voyage to France, en pttetence 
of fulfilling a vow ; in confiderattan of which con- 
V ceffion$, the duke promifcd to foliicit a cardinal'^ 
hat in his favour, which was afterwards aftually ob- 
tained. In this feflion, which was denominated the 
parliament of Batts, becaufe the followeHs of the 
members being prohibited from carrying arms, prt)* 
vided themfelves with clubs and ftaves, the necef- 
fary fupplies were voted for the maintenance of the 
war with France \ aftatute was enafibed agaifift the 
exportation of (heep, without the king's lioeiice v 
ajid other regulations were made for the encouf aige-^ 
ment of agricukure, and maintaining the liberty of 
Aa. Pub. the fubjeft. The protedtor reftored to John Mpw- 
bray, earl marefchal, the title of duke of Noriblk^ 
which he hao loft in the reign of Richard 11. and 
created forty knights, at the h^ad of whom wfti 
the duke of York, heir of blood to Mortimer earl 
of March, who had lately died in Ireland without 
iflue. 
Thcconfta- During thefe tranfadtions in England, the con* 
dlJ^acTa? ftable Richcmont affemblcd an army of twenty 
St. James tj?pufand men in Brittany ^ and emering Normari^ 
de Bcuvion. j^^ ^^^^ himfclf matter of Pontorfon about the 

latter end of February : then he undertook the fiege 
of St. James de Beuvron, where was a numerous^ 
garrifon of Englifli troops, which defended it witli 
cxtnuordinary valour. He expelled a fapptf of 
money from De Giac, who Had fucceedal Ljonvet 
in the management of the finances ^ but that mini- 
ftcr fearing he would become intolerably inlble»t^ 
and govern^ the court according to his owft faiKy, 
, . ihould 
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IKould he fuccccd in this enterprize, refolved todlf- a. 0.14*6. 
ap^inc him in his expedation. The conftable fee« 
ing his army diminilh every day by defertion, con- 
trived the nioft violent indignation againfl De Giac« 
ami became almoft frantic with the apprehenHon of 
being di%raced in his firfl: military undertaking* * 
At length, being alarmed v/ith a falfe report that 
the enemi^ were on their march to the relief of the 
place, he refolved to give the aifault, though, the 
breach was hardly prajfiicable ; and detached two 
thousand n^n upon the road to Avranche, in order 
to keep the Englifli ih play, fhould they come up 
during 'the attack. This difpoQdon being made, 
he ftormed the breach with great fury ; but" met 
with fuch a warm recepdon, that there was ,very 
little appearance of his carrying the place by aflault. 
The detachment feeiiig no enemy approaching, de • 
ierted their poft, and returned to the camp, with a 
view to (hare in the glory and fpoils of the day ; and 
they came on in fuch confufion, that the afiailants 
concluded they wece repulfed by the Enjglifh army, 
and were inftantly ieizeldl with conilernation. They . 
forthwith qukred the a0ault ; and fuch was the pa- 
nic which prevailed among them, that all the con^^ 
ilabte's endeavours could not faring them back to 
the charge. The belieged perceiving their diforder, 
made a furious Tally, and fell among theni with fuch 
jmpetuofity, that they fled with precipitation, leav- , 
ang their baggage and artillery in the hands of the ' 
£i^lifli. 

Richemont was infinitely mortified at this dif- Heaffaffi* 
grace, tod fo exafperated againft De Giac, to whom ^^^^^oe 
hfi in^uted the difafter, that he vowed revenge ^^*^*"** 
dgainft hinjj and executed it with the firft opportu- ** *^'*' 
nity. Having rallied his forces, he fell into Anjou, 
where he reduced/ La Fleche^and Gallerande-, and 
the campaign being ended, returned to court, 
where he^aufed De Giac to be ftrangled in his bed 
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A. c. 1426. ahd thrown into the Loirs ; and publicly declar^ 
he would treat in the fame manner, any man who 
fhould prcfumc to engrofs the king^s favour. Ac- 
cordingly the Camus of Beaulieu, who ventured to 
accept of the place vacated by the death of De Giac 
was in a few days affaflinated in the king's palace 
by the diredion of this ferocious con (table, who 
would fuifer none to refide at court but fuch afs 
depended entirely on his favour^ Charles was fo 
incenfed at his infolence and prefumption, that he 
not only refufed to fee him, but even trembled with 
rage when his name was mentioned ; neverthelefsr, 
fuch was the defperate Situation of his affairs, that 
he had no other refource but his army of Bretons, 
and was therefore obliged to keep terms with Riche- 
mont. 
The Eng- The earl of Warwick, who commanded the En - 
jifti are gjilh troops in the abfence of the regent, was fb 
thcHegcof weakened by the duke of Gloucefter's war in Ha,in- 
Montargis. ,ault, that hc had not forces fufiicient to take thfc 
field agalnft the conftable; but now that the troops 
of Brittany were diminiftied by defertion, and the 
court of Charles was embroiled with dtffenfions, he 
afll:mbled a body of five thoufand men \ and, after 
having retaken fome cailles in Le Maine, - which 
had fallen into the hands of the Bretons, he under* 
took the (iege of Montargis, a place of great im- 
porta nee, fituatcd on the river Loin, where it di- 
vides into three branches. His army being too in- 
confiderable to attack the town in form, heconvert* 
ed the fiege into a blockade, and of confequence di-. 
vided his forces into three bodies, feparated by the 
branches of the river, over which, however, he 
threw wooden bridges of eommunxcation. Thcfe 
(iifFerent divifions were commanded by htmfelf, the 
earl of Suffolk, and John dc la Pole, brother to that 
nobleman. The blockade had already continued 
tbree mgnths, and the befieged were reduced to ex* 
. . 6 trcmity. 
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tremity, when Charles dcfired the conftablc to at- ^- ^' m^^- 
tempt their relief; but his army being by this time 
disbanded, he would not expofe himfelf to another 
difgrace with raw troops occafionally raifcd. What 
he declined was undertaken by the Baftard of Or* 
leans, who, though no more than two and twenty 
years of age, had already given repeated proofs of 
extraordinary courage and condudb. He aflembled 
about fixtecn hundred men, and confidently march- 
ed towards Montargis, upon an enterprize of the 
utmoft difficulty, to be atchieved againft the earl of 
Warwick, whdfe reputation was equal to that of the 
greateft generals. The befieged had by this time 
opened their (luices, fo as to overflow the bridges of ^ 
communication between the Englilh quarters 5 and 
the baftard refolved to attack them fcparately before 
the water ihould fubfide. He gave one half of his 
troops to Lahire, with orders to attack the quarter 
of De la Pole, while he himfelf charged the earl of 
Suffolk. After an obftinate engagement the earl 
and his brother were defeated, with the lofs of fifteen 
.hundred men, the greater part of whom was drown- Mezerai. 
ed in the river ; ami the earl of Warwick, finding it ^^°"^'^''^- 
impoffible to give them any alTiftarice, retired in 
good order. The place was immediately relieved ; 
and this explcMt wasconfidered as an happy omen of 
the baftard's future fuccefs : but this advantage was - - 
followed by no other operation of confequence ; for 
both fides were fo weak, that they thought proper to 
aft on the d^fenfive only. 

The duel between the dukes of Gloucefter and jaqueiina 
•Burgundy had been put off by common confent j J^onr^^n^ 
and in the mean time this laft employed his emifft- efcapcs to 
ries among the people of Hainault, in order to form ^*^"*"*^- 
a party that fhould deliver Jaquclina into the hands 
of her lawful husband the duke of Brabant Thefe 
negotiations being affjfted by the princefs's own 
mother, who v/as biaffed in favour of Burgundy, 
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A. c. 1425. ^ere attended with fuch fuccefs, that all of a fudder) 
the towns of Hainauh declired for the dukeof Bra- 
bant; and his brother^ the count of St. Pol, pre- 
fcntcd himfelf at the head of an army before Mons^ 
where the dutchefs refidcd , The m agift rates, feign • 
ing the utmoft terror at his approach, declared 
themfelves altogether incapable of defending the 
town, and entered into a treaty with him, by which 
it was ftipulated that Jaquelina fliould be delivered 
into the hands of the duke of Burgundy, who would 
ttke charge of her petfon until the difpute could be 
terminated by the pope's decifion. She was accord- 
ingly conducted to Ghent by the prince of Orange j 
' and all the djutchy of Hainault unanimouQy ac- 
knowledged the duke of Brabant for their fovcreign. 
The dutchefs ,was extremely mortified at this treat- 
ment, and in letters to the duke of Gloucfefter, com- 
plained of having been villainoufly betrayed ; but 
upon recolledion (he difiembled her chagrin, and 
even affefted to wait the pope's fentence with chear- 
ful refignation. Her Ijieepers, deceived by this ap-. 
pearance of good humour, relaxed in their vigilance ; 
10 that ifae found means to efcape in difguife to HoU 
land, where fhe was cordially received by fome 
noblemen, while others declared for the duke of 
Burgundy, who i>egan a war on her account that 
MonHrcict. laftcd two ycars without intermiffion. 
>.c. 1427. The war in France ftill languilhed, for want of 
A civil war men on both fides to undertake any enterprize of 
^i^ttfof importance. The earl of Suffolk was furprifed in 
Ckarie*. Mans by the count d*^Orval of the houfe of Albret, 
and obliged to take refuge in a tower, from whence 
he was delivered by the gallantry of Talbot, WjiQ 
expelled the French in his turn ; and after having 
taken Laval in Maine, joined the ^arl of Warwick, 
in order to carry on the (iege of Pontorfon, which 
^ ^ had been reduced by the conflable during the cdurfe 
pf the preceding year. About this period th* duke, 

of 
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v£ fiedf(M'd arrived in France, with a reinforcement ^* ^' »4*7' 
of tfoops that enabkd him to execute fchemes of 
importance. He was accompanied by the bifliop 
of Wincbeftcr, who received the cardinal's hat at 
Calais with great folemnity ; and, as being a prince 
of the blood, was afterwards diftinguiflied by the 
name of Cardinal of England : in a little time af- 
ter this promotbn he was appointed the pope's le- 
gsue in this Iciagdom ; an office which enabled him 
to improve his wealth and influence, to the preju- 
dice and. ruin of his enemy the duke of Glouceller. 
Mean while the court of Charles was more and 
more diftradled by di£Ebnfions of the minifters and 
nobilitf • La Tremouille had now engrofled the 
king's fiivour } and though he had formerly pro- 
&ii^ friendfhip for the conftable, he no fooner fuc<- 
^cded Beauiieu in the management of t;he finan:- 
CCS, than he changed his condud: towards Riche- 
fnont^ and fomented the king's averfion to that 
noUeman. The otl>er courtiers were incenfed at 
his bdicriour, on the.fuppodtion that there was no 
other periqn but the conftable who could reefta« 
blifh the ^airs of France ; and they entered into 
a coiffpiracy againft the life of the minifler. The 
couiits of Clermont and La Marche were at the 
head of this afTociauon, and afiembled a body of 
foroeS) with which tiiey endeavoured to furprifc him 
at Bourg^ ; but notwithftanding that he had fol- 
lowed the king to Loches, they refolved to feize his 
two cueatures La Borde and De Prie, who fled for 
refuge i|ito the great tower, which was immediately 
invefted. De Prie was killed fighting in his own 
defence, but the other held out until he was reliev« 
ed by the king in perfon. This quarrel degenerated 
into a civil war which raged feveral months, and 
was at laft terminated by the mediation of the' 
duke of Alenf on, who had been taken at the battle 
0f Yerneuil> and lately ranfomed &>f twoihbndre^l' 
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A.^s 1417. thoufand crowns, a fum he could not raife withoiiC 

' felling all his jewels, together with the town of 

Fougeres to the duke of Brituny : but by this time 

the conftable bad retired in difguft to Vannes, and 

Charles had very little reafon to hope for a conti- 

Meterai. puj^tiott of his fcrvice and good offices. 

TBcdttke cf The deplorable condition of Charles, deftitute of 

obL>?t<> forces, officers, and nioney, and embroiled in thoie 

jfnounccthe domeftic difquiecs, furnilhed the regent with an op- 

IpSi^. portunity to execute a fchcmc he had projected in 

England. Pontorfon having furrendered after a 

long fiege, he took the Beld in per fon, at the head 

of twenty thoufand men, in order to fall upoa 

Brittany, which he threatened with ruin and defola* 

tion. Whether the fovereign of that country was 

aftually intimidated by the regent's menaces, or 

^lad of a pretence for abandoning a finking caufe^ 

which he efpoufed merely out of complaifance to 

his brother Richemont, he fent ambaffadors to the 

* duke of Bedford, folliciting peace on his own 

terms ; and it v/as granted on condition of his 

f wearing to obfcrve the peace of Troye, znd to 

do homage to young Henry whenever it fhould be 

required. The duke of Brittany was agreeably fur- 

prifed at this nooderation of the regent, which he 

had no reafon to exped \ and Bedford was pleaied 

nvith an opportunity to detach, by fair means, fuc^ 

Aa. Pcib. a powerful ally from the intereft of Charles. 

Giftuccficr While tbefe revolutions happened in France, Ja^ 

abatidcns quellna finding herfelf involved in a war with the 

>^uenha ^ j^g q£ Burgundy, follicited the duke of Glouce- 

:nd marries ^ ^ ^ ^ ',. . ,, ^ 

Eleanor ftcr for fuccpurs ; and that pnncc, with the alfiir-^ 
cwr:^"(^ncu- ^^^ ^^ parliament, fqntover a fmall reinforcement 
line. of troops, who ipimediately after their landing 
were defeated by the Burgundians. At length, by 
the interceffion of the regent, the defign of the 
duel was kid afide, and a truce concluded, during 
Vhicb Giouceflcr was prevailed upon to leave hi& 

difputc^ 
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iltfpute with the duke of Brabant to the pope's de- ^* ^* M*7* 
rermination. His holinefs, in a little time after this 
.reference, publiflicd his fcntence, by which he an* 
nulled and diflblved the marriage berween Jaquelina 
and the duke of Glouccfter, and confirmed her 
former contrafb with the duke of Brabant, who 
did not long furvive this arbitration. Upon the 
death of that prince, who was fucceedcd by his bro- 
ther the count of St. Pol, JaqUclina ought to have 
retaken pofleflSon of her own territories % but the 
intrigues of the duke of Burgundy had fuch an ef*» 
fed upon^ her fubjeds, that they refufed to ac- 
knowledge her for their fovereign j and the duke being 
chofen umpire between her and them, obliged her 
to put the government of her dominions into his 
hands, toconftitute him her heir, and oblige herfelf 
to pafe the reft of her days in a ftate of widowhoods 
The duke of Gloucefter acquiefced jn the fentence 
of the pope -, and though in all probability he would 
have revived his pretenfions upon the death of the 
duke of Brabant, if the lady h^d been left unengag* 
ed, he was pcrfuaded by his brother to defift from 
his claim, which, if purfued, would prove prejudi- 
cial to king Henry, by alienating the duke of Bur* 
gundy from his intereft. Gloucefter fufFered himi- 
telf to be perfuaded, and abandoning Jacjuelina, 
married Eleanor Cobham, whom he. had long main- 
tained as his concubine. , 

: The war of Hainault berng thus determined, all ^-^ ^'^^^' 
the ftrength of England was united for the conqueft saiubory" 
of France, which fcemed the more eafy as Charles undertakes 
had not one body of troops in the field, and had orieaX" 
lately given himfelf up to the pleafures of indolence, 
as. if he had laid alide all thoughts of oppofing the 
progpefs of the enemy. The earl of Warwick had 
returned to England, where he was appointed go- 
vernor to the king in the room of the duke of Ex - 
Cier lately deicfafed 5. find the earl of Salifbury ar- - 
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A. c. f42S. rived in France with a body of five thoufand rntti, 
whom he had rai&d at hiis own expence in £ngland» 
in confequence of a convencion with the council. 
As foon as he brought that reinforcement to Paris^ 
the regent beftowed upon him the comihaad of an 
army amounting to fixceen thoufand men, in order 
to reduce all the places that were pofie&d by 
Charles on this fide the Loire; and to drive him 
entirely out of the northern provinces. He began 
his march towards the Lmre, accompanied by the 
earl of Suffolk, by Talbot, Faftolfc^ and feveral 
other officers of diftin&ion, and in a council of war 
refolved to undertake the fiege of Orleans ; though 
this refolution was taken without the knowledge 
and contrary to the opinkm of the duke of Bedford. 
As it was neceifary to reduce the neighbouring 
places, from which they might have been incom* 
moded in the fiege, the months of Auguft and 
September were fpent in fubduing Jcnville, Mehun^ 
Baugenci, Gergeau, Ckry, Sully, and other fmall 
places; and at length they appeared before Or- 
leans on the twelfth day of O&obcr. Charles per-'' 
ceiving the intention of the Engliih, had fupplied 
thepiace with great ftore of provifion, ammunition^ 
and a numerous garhfon, commanded by Gaucour, 
although he was at that time a priibner with the 
Englifh, releafed on parole to raife the money for 
his ranfom y and the Baftard of Orleans, with 
D'Onral, Lahire, Xaintrailles, Thouars* BouiTac^ 
, Chabannes, lia Fayette, Graville, and feveral other 

officers of diftindion, had thrown themfelves into 
the place,, to fignalize their courage and addrefs. 
!'c^n^1i^^ In order to deprive the town entirely of all poffi- 
fc»aii. biHty of receiving fuccour, the earl of Salifbury or- 

dered fixty fmall forts or redoubts to be built around 
it, of which fix were more confiderable than the 
reft, for commanding the principal avenues pf the 
^ place J and* chefe were fupplied with great artillery, 

by 
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by which the walls were indeffantly battered. This ^ c- '«*'• 
was a place of the utmoft confequcnce to Charles, 
and as fiich defended by the garrifon v/ith uncom- 
mon valour ; in a word, both the aifailants and de^ 
fendants feemed to fight for glory more than for 
any other advantage, and on both fides exploits of 
gallantry were daily performed. Charles, being 
deftitute of troops and money, could not pretend 
to raife thefiegc i butnotwithftanding the vigilance 
of the Engliih, he made a fhifc to introduce fuc- 
cours from time to time; fo that the garrifon, 
which originally confifted of twelve hundred men, 
was, by the latter end of December, augmented to 
three thoufand ; and the number of the befiegers 
increafed to three and twentv thoufand, by the rein- 
forcements they received from the regent. The 
bulwark of Tournelle being damaged by the can- 
non of the befiegers, was fet on fire by the defen- 
dants; but the flames were extinguifhed by the 
EngliQi, who made a lodgment in that poft, and 
5|t the fame time took the tower of the bridge, from 
whence they overlooked the whole city. In this 
place the earl of Salilbury was killed by a cannon 
ball, while he flood obferving the pofture of the 
enemy at a window : but his death did not one 
moment interrupt the ficge, which was carried on 
with the fame vigour under the difeftion of the earl . 
of Suffolk, aflifted by the renowned Talbot, one 
pf the greateft captains whom that age produced. ''"*** 

Four months had already been fpent in continual J^^ ^^^ 
falUes and attacks, when the regent ordered a con- thebatticof 
voy of falt-filh to fet out from Paris for thle ufe ^^^^^ ^^ 
of the befiegers, in Lent, guarded by feventeen hun- Faftoifc. 
dred men, under the command of Sir John Fa- 
flolfe, an officer of approved valour and experience. 
Charles, receiving intelligence of the day on which 
he intended to begin his march, ordered the count 
de Clermont to attack him with three thoufand 
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A. c. 1428. ineit or? the road to Qrlcaas; and that nobtemaJt 
executed his orders on the twelfth day of February 
at Rouvray St. Denis. Faftolfe, being apprifed of 
his approach, drew up his men behind a barricade 
of waggons, where they fuftained the firft fhock of 
the enemy, who attacked them wkh their ufual im- 
petuofity -, but, far from breaking through the re- 
trenchment, they met with fuch a warm reception, 
as threw them into confufion; and the Englilh 
commander feeing their diforder, caufed openings 
to be made in his barricado, through which his 
men charged the enemy before they could rally, 

/I.C. x4zg. 2^^ routed them with great carnage. In this adlion, 
which was denominated the battle of Herrings, 
one hundred and twenty noblemen or officers of 
diftindlion loft their lives, belides a great number 
of common foldiers ; but the Baftard of Orleans^ 
who had joined Clermont on this occafion, retreated 
to the town with four hundred men in good order. 

ork^f*^**^ Charles was (o diflieartened at this overthrow, 
that be began to look upon his affairs as defpe* 
rate ^ but that he niight not be wanung to his own 
intereft, in negleding any (lep that might contri- 
bute towards the prefcrvation of Orleans, he fent 
Xaintrailles 10 the regent at Paris, to propofe that 
the city might be depofited in the hands of the dukp 
of Burgundy, until the war Ihould be finilhed!* 
This propofal being rejefted by the duke of Bed- 
ford, the French king had aftually determined tp 
retire into Dauphine, when his affairs were reftored 
by a very furprifing revolution. About the latter 
end of February, a country wench called Joan of 
Arc, nAtive of t(ie village of Danremy in Lorraine^ 
addreffed herfelf to Robert de Baudricpurt governor 
of Vau-couleuis •, and affirmed that fhe had a con>- 
miffion from heaven to raife the liege of Orleans, 
4nd conduct Charles to Rheims, where he Ihould 
be anointed and confecrated. Robert fent this dan\ • 
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fel to the king at Chihon. Whether fiie was re- a-c«4*^ 
ally a vifionary, who thought herfelf aduated by 
divine infpiration, or only ufed as an inftrument 
for the execution of a fcheme which the court had 
contrived to revive the fpirits of the French, broken 
by fo many repeated defeats, certain it is, flie was 
received as fomething fupernatural. She difcovered 
the king, whom (he had never fcen before, in fpite 
of a diguife he had aiTumed to deceive her ; and the . 
do&ors of theology being ordered to examine her, 
declared that her vocation was altogether miracu* 
lous. The parliament of Poitiersj after the Hkc 
enquiry, cfpoufed the fame opinion ; and the king 
gave out that fhe had explained to iiim certain fe- 
crets, v/hich fhe could not poffibly know but by di-^ 
vine revelation. By thefe means every body was 
prepofl&ffed in favour of the Maiden; and the 
people in general believed (he was expfcfly fent of 
God for the falvation of the kingdom. Hitherto 
the fcheme, as in all probability it was, fucceeded 
to the wiih of the projeftor. Joan of Arc was 
looked upon with adoration ; and the French troops 
glowed with impatience to retrieve their honour, 
under the aufpices of this female champion. She 
was certainly endowed with the courage and ad- 
drefs of an amazon, and her natural intrepidity 
was flattered by the arts of fuperftition ;^ fo that Ihc 
was wrought up to a degree of enthufiafm that 
overlooked every fpecies of danger. She affumed the 
habit and armour of a man, and was furnilhed with 
a fword from the tomb of a renowned knight, in 
the church of St. Catherine de Fierbbis. 

The French foldiery being thus animated, Charles s^« compei« 
fcnt a convoy towards Orleans, guarded by a flrong to^Iifct^ 
body of troops, whom the Maiden had aflfured c[f fi«««- 
Tuccefs; and when they approached the gate df 
Burgundy, the Ballard made a fally to favour their 
entrance : a long and obftinate engagement en* 

fuedi 
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^. c. *429. fued . and, the Englifh being defeated, Joan enf 
tered Orleans at the head of the convoy, amidft 
the acclamations of the people, who were now fully 
fatisfied of her divine naifiion. That this fpirit 
might not be allowed to cool, fiie, on the fourth 
day of May, attacked the fort of St. Loup, which 
was one of thofe the Englifh had raifed for the 
blockade ^ the place; and, after a furious dif- 
pfuce of four hours, carried it fword in hand, againft 
a garriibn of twelve hundred men» four hundred 
of whom were killed in the alTaalt. Iri two days 
after this aftion, (he proceeded againft the fort of 
St. John, where fhe met with very little refiftance 
from the Englifh, who had well nigh abandoned 
it before her approach. Having fecured this con-' 
. quefl:, fhe marched immediately againfl the fbrt of 
London, which was the itioft confiderable of the 
whole number, and took it by ftormt irffier a very 
cbftinate engagement. Without giving her troops 
the leait refpite, fhe led them, that (acne evening, 
agairifl the fort of Tournelles ; but, for want of 
day light, was obliged to poflpone the attack till 
0cxt morning, when fhe began the aflault, which 
continued fourteen hours without intermiffion. The 
French were repulfed four times, and as often' led 
back to the charge by Joan in perfbn, notwkh« 
Itanding her being fhot with an arrow between the 
neck and the fhoulder -, at length the fort was taken^ 
and fix hundred of the^rrifon cut in pieces. j 

Ifw^^t^ Such a feries of fuccefs, evidently owing to 
^^tiy. the valour of this vir^o, who was extolled as an 
apoflle from heaven, produced univerfal conftema* 
cion among the Englifh. Though they dkt not 
believe the divinity of her miQion, they conceived 
a notion rather more abfurd, and fuppofed that ihe 
aded by compact with the devil. The lofs of ib 
many forts, and the dejc&ion of the fbrdiers, ren- 
dering it impoffible to c^ry on the operations of 

the 
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the liege, the eftrl of Suffolk abandoned the entet- ^- ^- m^?- 
prize, after having lain feven months before the 
place, and retired in diforder, not without confi- 
<lerable lofs from the befieged, who now purfued 
them, in their turn, though greatly inferior in 
number. Such a panic prevailed a^mong the Eng- 
life, that they were afraid of facing thofe troops 
whom they had fo often defeated, and fo lately de- 
fpifed. The very generals were ftupified with ter- 
ror ; for, iftftead of keeping their forces togetheif 
in a bociy, until they feould have recollefted them- 
fclves from this infatuation, they dlftributed great 
part of the army in places near the Loire, which 
chey had reduced before they undertook the fiege 
, tof Orleans, and* retreated with the reft to a great 
diftance : fo that the enemy had leifure tfo retake 
the towns and fortreflcs which they had thus garrt- 
foned. The carl of Suffolk had imprudently 
thrown himfelf, with four hundred men only, into 
Gergeau, whiere he was made prifoncr ; and all the 
other places but Baugency, were again • brought 
under the dominion of Charles, who now refolved 
to go and be confecrated at Rheims, though that 
city was ftill in the hands of the Englrfh. This 
expedition, however, he would not undertake untii 
he ihould have made himfelf matter of Baugency, 
which he immediately invefted; and, while em^ 
. ployed in this fiege, he was joined by the conftable 
of Richempnt, who, hearing of his fuccefs, laid 
iafide his refentment, and raifed twelve hundred 
horfe, and as many thoufand infantry, in Bretagne, 
ibr his fervice. 

The place being reduced, Charles, by the advice f^tfel^lld 
of his council, marched into Beauce a^nfl: the re- at Rheims 
mainder of the Englife troops, amounting to fix 
thoufand men, encamped near Patay, under the 
conduft of Talbot, who had fucceeded to the com- 
mand after the difafter of Suffolk. The French 

came 
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A; c. 1429. came upon them fo fuddenly, that they fcarcc haj 
time to be formed. .When they were charged, 
fuch was their panic and confufion, that the greater 
part fled without making the leaft refiftance ; and 
Sir John Faftolfe himfelf was hurried away in the 
midft of the fugitives. The lords Talbot, Scales^ 
and Hungerfordt maintained the battle with great 
valour, until they were overpowered by numbers, 
and two thoufand of their men lay dead on the field 
of battle : then they were obliged to yield to the 
fortune of the day, and were taken prifoners, toge^ 
ther with Sir Thomas Rempfton, and other officers 
of diftinftion. Jenville, a ftrong place in the neigh* 
bourhood of Patay, garrifoned with Englifh troops^ 
furrendered to the victors without refiftance j and 
all the caftles, that held for Henry, about Orle- 
ans, were abandoned by the defendants, who re- 
tired towards Paris. The mifcarriage before Orle- 
ans, and their defeat, were fo fatal to the Englilh 
intereft, that the duke of Bedford v/as obliged to 
confine himfelf within the walls of the capital •, 
while the affairs of Charles affumed a moft flourilb- 

Monftreict. ing afpeft. His brother in-law Lewis III. duk€ 
of Anjou, and king of Sicily, joined him with a 
reinforcement of foldiers, and fome excellent offi- 
cers, whom he had lately brought back from Italy; 
fo that, when he reviewed his army at Gien, it 
amounted to fifteen thoufand fighting men, five of 
which he fent off in two detachments ; one under 
the conftable, to make a diverfioh in Normandy ^ 
and the other to carry the war into the heart oiF 
Guienne, und^r the condu6l of the count de Per- 
driac. The king himfelf, at the head of the re- 
maining tQi thoufand, began his march for Rheims^ 
arid in his route, received the fubmilfion of Troyc 
and Chalons, while the inhabitants of Auxerre pro- 
mifed to follow the example of the principal towt^s 
of Champagne. Thofe of Rheims expclied xhc 
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£ng^ifh gafrifon, and fent deputies with their keyS; ^•^' ***^ 
to the king^ who entered the city in triumph, and 
was confecrated with great folethnity. When the 
ceremony was performed, the Maid of OrFeans de- 
fired permiQion to retire, alledging that Qie had now 
accomplifhed th^ end of her calling; but the king 
preffed her fo earneftly to ftay, that (he at length , 
complied with his requeft*. MtttnU 

During this furprifing revolution in the affairs of ^^enry is 
Charles, the court of Henry in England ^as again wcftw' 
embroiled by a revival of the quarrel between the ^^* 
dukeof Gloucefterand thecardinal of Englahd, This 
prelate was now become more infolent than ever^ 
fince his elevation j and the duke, in order to mor- 
tify his pride, would not allow him to officiate at 
the feftival of St. George, patron of the order o^ 
the garter, though prelate of the order^ in quality 
of bifbop of Winchefter. The duke affirmed, that 
he could not pcrforip the fiinftions of cardinal and 
bifbop, without the exprefs permiffion of his ma- 
jefty ; and this being the opinion of the council^ 
two noblemen were fent to give him notice, that he 
fliould defift from a^&ing as bifhop of Winchefter. 
Next day, he appeared at council, and defired to 
Jcnow for what reafon he was deprived of his right t 
but, the council gave him to uriderftand, that his 
afting in fuch a double capacity would prejudice 
the prerogative of the crown > and they perfifted in 
their refolution. This was a fenfible mortification AaWV 
to the cardinal, as it afforded niatter of triumph 
to his adverfary ; but he was foon confoled for the 
difgrace^ by a bull from the pope^ appointing him 
legate for Germany, and general of a crufade againft 
the Bohemian heretics, who were diftinguiflied by 
the appellation of Hulfites. He no fooner received 
^this comix^ifTioa, than he follicited the council for 
leave to raifc five hundred lances, and as many 
thpufand archers for that fervice -, and his requeft 
being granted under certain reftri&ionSi he began 
' N^. 39» ' E « his . 
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A. c. 4429 his levies with equal diligence and fuccefs. In the 
mean time the news of the battle of Patay arriving 
in England, the council immediately ordered new 
levies to be raifed under the command of Radcliffe ; 
bur, as thefe could not be affembled fo foon as fuc- 
cours were required in France, they made a' new 
convention with the cardinal, who engaged to 
fcrvc with his. troops in France,, under th^ duke of 
Bedford, till the end of December, on condition 
that they Ihould not be employed in any fiege. In 
a few days after this contrad, Garter king at arms 
arrived with letters from the regent, prefling the 
council to fend over a reinforcement with all pof- 
fible difpatch, and defiring that the king might go 
over and be confecratcd at Paris. H^^nry was now 
about eight years of age, and his council agreed to 
the expediency of his going thither; but at the 
fame time refolved that he mould be firft crowned 
king of England. This ceremony wasaccordingly 
plerformed on the fixth day of November ; and then 
the parliament,which was affembled on the occafion, 
decreed that the dignity of protcftor fhould be fup- 
preffed, and the duke of Gloucefter be thencefor- 
ward diftinguiftied by the name of King's firft 

I^'ymer. ccunfellor. 

Succefsof While the Englifh council was thus employed, 
who makes ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Bedford repaired to Picardy, in order 
an attempt to make draughts from garrifons, and wait for the 
or%"art"'^^"ccours ffom England ; while S^oiffons, Provins, 
Chateau-Thierry, Crepi, and fome other places, 
fubmitted to Charles. The regent having received 
the reinforcement levied by the cardinal, marched 
towards Crepi, in order to give the French king 
battle; and, in a few days, the two armies came 
in fight of each other in a large plain, where Bed- 
ford, who had few horfe, chofe an advantageous 
fituation, in hope of being attacked by the French 
impetuofity, to which he had owed his- fuccefs at 
Verneuil. But, for once he was difappointed. 

• Charles* 
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Charles, grown.wife by experience^ forbore to at- ^•^' '^*5* 
tack him within his lines ; but, after having tried 
in vain to provoke the Englifli to forego the advan- 
tage of the ficiianon, he decamped, in order to con-^ 
tinue his conquefts •, and the regent, who. followed 
"him in hope of finding an opportunity to fight with 
a fair prpfpedt of fuccefs, had the mortification td 
fee him admitted into Senlis, Beauvais, and feven 
or eight other places of importanfe from which the 
Englifti garrifons had been withdrawn. What aug- 
mented his chagrin was, the fuccefs of the con- 
liable de Richemont, who had been detached 
into Normandy, where having increafed his forces 
to the number of eight thoufand men^ he reduced 
Evreux, and threatened to defolate the whole pro^ 
yince. The duke dreading the lofs of a ebuntry 
from whence he<irew the greateft part of his fub- 
fillence, marched thither with the utnioft expedition^ 
and drove the conftable out of that dutchy ; bur^ 
in his abferice, Charles made an attempt upon the 
city of Paris. He encamped on Montmartre, and ' 
rpublifhed an amnefty in favour of the ParifianSi 
who he hoped would have expelled the Englilh 
forces, and fubmitted: but, the regeiit had taken 
fuch wife precautions, that his declaration produced 
no effeft. Then he ordered the fuburbs of St. Ho- 
,nore to be attacked ; but the troops were repulfed 
. with .great lofs^ and. the Maid of Orleans being 
.wounded, was overturned in the ditch, where flie 
Jay fuppofed to be dead, until ihe was brought otf 
in the night, and foulnd alive. 4^fter this unfuc- 
cefsful affault, Charles retired to Bourges, where 
he pajfled the winter 5 and the regent returned to 
, Paris, from which j during the fevere feafon, he fent 
Out detachments, wjiich took St. Dcnys and Lagni 
.byfcalade. . ^o'*^^*^ 

The turn of affairs in Frances filled England with Duke of 
murmurs and difcontent^ . Some accufed the gene- ^^f^ 
x^h of halving neglefted 'their duty i and others af- undoju 
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A. c. 1419. firmed, that this alteration was produced by the 
ihachination of the devil, who made ufe of Joan of 
Arc as the inftrument of his malice : but, there was 
a third fet, who imputed the misfortunes of the 
Englilh to the mifconduft of the king's council ; 
and in pardcular, to the ambition of the duke of 
Gloucefter, who. had undertaken a war in Hain- 
ault for his own ^private advantage; at a time when, 
if the whole ftrength of England had been united, 
the entire conqueft of France might have been ca- 
• fily completed/ There were not wanting a fourth 
fpecies of politicians, who affirmed that the council 
had a<5ted with imprudence in detailing fo long the 
dukes of Orleans and Bourbon prifoners in Eng- 
land. They obfefved that the late king had derived 
]great advantages from the diviGons of the French 
princes ; that therefore the prifoners ought to have 
been fent back to their own country, where, in all 
likelihood, they would have revived their antient 
^quarrels ; whereas, by their detention in England, 
France enjoyed a kind of tranquility which enabled 
it to unite againft the common 'enemy ; that, if the 
liakes of Orleans and Bourbon had been in France, 
the dukeof Burgundy would certainly have brought 
'a greater number of troops into the field than he had 
4titherto fumifhed ; and that their ranfom would 
ferve at leaft to recruit the finances of England^ 
^hich were a)moft exhaufted. This laft argument 
luid foch weight with the council, that nothing but 
the* exprefs defire of the late king could have pre^^ 
vented them fit)m pra£tifing the expedient; at 
length they thought themfelves at liberty to dif- 
penfe with that reftriftton in favour of the dujce of 
fiourbon, who by a private contraft with Henry, 
had engaged to fwear to the peace of Troye, to pay 
a certain fum by way of ranfom, and to deliver two 
of his fdns and fdtirdfo, as hoftages for the per- 
R^er. formanoe:of his promtfe. Though Henry V. died 
liefore this treaty could be execute^ it had been 
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renewed with fome alteration ; and young Henry -^^ c- hj©- 
had, as king of France, received the duke*s ho- 
mage.' The treaty was ratified; but, fome inter- 
vening obftacles prevented the duke's /eleafe ; arid, 
after a captivity of eighteen years, he died at iaft a 
prifoner in England. The council was the more 
difpofed to this accommodation, as it would have 
afforded a fund tp defray the expcnce of tlie king's 
voyage to France ; but this i-efource failing, thejf 
praftifed another Ihift that anfwered the purpofc. 
All perfons poflefling forty pounds a y^ar in land 
were fummoned to receive the honour of knight- 
hood ;' the jewels of the crown were pawned, and 
fums of money borrowed from towns, corporations, 
and individuals : the cardinal, by whom he wa« 
attended, advanced above nine thoufand pounda 
Upon the occafion. By means of this fupply, the 
king was attended in his voyage by a confiderable 
body of forces -, but the Englifh in general were fti 
pojSEfled with dreadful notions of Joan-« enchant-^ 
ments, that many officets and foldiers deferted be- 
fore their embarkation ; and a great number of _ 
thofe who crofled the fea, being intimidated by 
che accounts they beard of her exploits, withdresy 
, privately from their colours, and returned to Eng- 
land. 

Henry arrived about the latter end of April at Henry is 
Calais, from whence he repaired to Rouen, where *^*^^'^*^ 
he paffcd the fummer, while the regent was em- * ' 
ployed in making preparations for the-ccremony of 
his confecration at Paris, which was performed on 
che feventeenth day of December. During the 
king's refidence at Rouen, the duke of Bedford, 
fafpefting that the duke of Burgundy began to 
liften tp the follicitations of thofe agents who were 
inceffanriy employed by Charles to detach him from 
the intereft of England, thought proper to engage 
J)\m loipreib'ongly ia che alliance^ at th;e expence of 
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A. c. 1430. all the places the Englifh poffelTed in Cha^lpagne ancj 
Brie, which he ceded to that prince, in order tq 
ftrcngthen the connexion. What likewife contri- 
buted to retain him the longer in his Engliflien- 
Pagements, was his third marriage with Ifabel of 
brtugal, who was nearly related to Henry. Thefe 
motives induced the duke to fupply the regent with 
a reinforcement, which' enabled him to take the 
field, and reduce fome places in the ifle of France, 
by which the Parifians had been yery ^nc\\ inconi- 
moded. 
Joan of Arc Burgundyja perfon entered France atthehea4 
/aii'^"from ^^ ^ powerful army, with which he reduced Torfy 
fpjnpcignc. and Soiflbns, and then undertook the fiege of Com-j 
peigne, defended by Flavy, with a numerous gar-: 
rifon, well provided with ftores and ammunition. 
At the firft report of this enterprize, the fvlaid of 
Orleans and Xaintrailles threw themfelves into the 
place, to the.no fmall mortification of the gover- 
nor, who could not ht^ the thought of lofing any 
part of the glory that might be accjuired in the de- 
fence. On the twenty^ fifth day of May, Joaq 
inade a faily, and fought with her ufual intrepi: 
dity ; but being obliged to retire, placed herfelf 
in the rear, to amufe the enemy until her troops 
fhould make good their retreat, paving perform- 
ed this fervice effeftually, (he attempted to follow; 
them into the city, and foqnd the gates fhut and 
the bridge drawn up, by order of the governor, 
who is faid to have (hut her out knowingly, that 
Ihe might fall into the hands of the befiegers. Find- 
ing it impoffible* to efcape, ftie furrendered to the 
Baftard of Vendopfie, who delivered her immedia- 
tely to the count de Ligny, the Burgundian gene- 
ral. Thfe regent was no fooncr informed of her be- 
ing taken, than he purchafed her of the count fo^ 
a very valuable confideration. When the place 
was reduced to extremity it was fuccpured by the 
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count de Vendome, with a confiderable reinforce- ^-c. m3«, 
micnt pf troops, provifion, and ammunition ; fo 
'that iheeount de Ligny, feeing no pro fpeft of fuc- 
ceeding, raifed the fiege, and the duke of Burgundy 
retired from Noyon into the Artois. 

Joan of Arc had introduced fuch .a fpirit of fu- f^^^^^lll!^ 
perdition, both among French and Englifh, that nerby 
the b^ft officers of both armies were mifled by the '^*^^°^- 
rmoft blind oredulity. Xt appears from the regent's 
Jetter to the Jcing, after the fiege of Orleans was 
raifed, that he believed the Maid to be an incban- 
£refs mfpired by the devil ; and an accident that 
happened at this juncture, plainly proves that the 
-French generals imagined the caufe of Charles was 
€fpoufed by a particular providence. A fhepherd 
in the neighbourhood of Rouen, ^ddreCTing himfelf 
to the marechal de Bouilac, aiSured |;iim, that by 
virtue <af a .revelation from heaven, he could cpo.- 
xludl him through a fe;cret path into the very heaix 
of Rouen ; and the marechal communicating the 
propofal to Xaintrailles, they agreed to embrace 
the opportunity which was offered by Providence. 
Having therefore afferabled a body of chofen troops, 
jthey followed the fliepherd, who conduced them 
into an ambufcade formed by Talbot, who deftroy- 
jed the greater part of their forces, and took Xaifli; „ ^ . 
trailles prifon^r. 

Mean while the^^ukedf Gloucefter, in England, ^^^J^ ^ 
taking advantage of the cardinal's abience, declared between 
in the council that Winchefter intended to quit the ^a'the*'^' 
Jcing, v/hom he had ac/rompanied to France, and re- <J»nai. 
turn- to England to excite frefh troubles in this 
kingdom, as well as to avail himfelf of the pope's 
authority for diflblving his engagement to ferve 
againft the French king. This remonftrance met 
with fuch credit, that the council publifhed a procla- 
nation, forbidding all his majcfiy's fubjeds, of what 
I'ank sgi^ condition foever they might be, pn paii; 
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A. c. 1430, Qf imprifohment, to accompany tht cardinal, fhoul^ 
Rymer. he leavc thc king without the royal permiffion. Oft 
the back of this tranfaftion a truce for one year waife 
concluded with the kingof Caftile ;and afiotherfor 
five years with Scotland, figned at Edinburgh by 
the Englifli ambafladors. - 
The maid The Hiaid of Orleans having remiined in cuftody 

burned'for' ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^S^ ^^ Compeigne, king Henry, by the 
torfy. *" advice of his council of France, fent her to Rouen to 
be tried for witchcraft j and after a long exartiina-. 
tion, the ecclefiaftical judges condemned her, as an 
heretic, to do penance all the r^ft of her life on bread 
A,c. 143 1, and water, ^ome tiriie after this fentence was pro- 
nounced, the fame judges, on pretence of her having 
relapfed into her former errors, delivered her over 
to the fecular arm to be bnrntd alive ; and this fen- 
ience was executed upon her in the old market- 
place of Rouen, bh the thirtieth day <xf May. Shfe 
appeared upon her trial to ht ^ Weak enthu-^ 
fiaft ; and in all jp^rbbaBility her life would hav6 
been faved, had not the regent thought it abfolute- 
ly neceflary to convince the foldiers, by her deiath 
and public execution, of the falfity of tht report^ 
Svhich had rejJrefented her as k mefienger from 
God, ^nd an agent of the devil ; reports whith they 
coqld no longer believe, after having feeft how unr 
able flie was to elude the penalties ofjuftide. What- 
ever werfe his motives, his coii'daft cannot be juftly 
iextblled, for having facrifided to his policy, revfenge^ 
or fupferftitiori, a poor illiterate maidfen, w*howa^ 
ihtitled to the regard of every g^hei'ous mind-^ 
Will. <k eh, for the furprifing efibrts ftie made in bjehalf bf her 

country. 

DifpBte f he fate of Joan W^s very prgadidal to tht af- 

fnce^iyo^tof^iJ^ of Ch^rles, for the reaforfs we h^Ve is^lready 

ioinioe. mfentioried ; and that prince was in fuch <}iftrei^ 

for %ant of money, that he could not maintain a^ 

^irmy to the field. JFIeriry w^ hcarly in %he fertife 

fituation; 
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fifuatioti; for his French fubjeds were exh^taftcd^ ^^^^.tfrt 
ds wfcll is generally difafFefted to his government 5 
5rtd the people of England were by this time 
heartily tired of a rupous war, which afforded n& 
J)rofpe^ of a termination. This being the cafe on 
both fides, the t^ar was maintained in petty incur- 
fk)hs, and little ftratagems for the furpfl-ifal of townji 
and fortreflcs. The French made thcmfelvei 
inaftei-s of Chartres by means of a waggon loaded 
with wine, which was overturned under the port- 
cullis. The Englilh on the other hand furprifed 
Montargis, by carryir^g on a corrcfpondence with ^ 
damfcl of the town, who prevailed upon her lovgr, 
g barber, to give them admittance. Charles wai 
concerhed in anorhel" difpute, befides that which fub* 
fitted between him and Henry. Rene, fecond fori 
i>f jLewis II. king of Sicily, and duke of Anjou, 
having fuccecded to the dutchyof Bar, by the death 
of his uncle the cat-din^l de Bsir, Ind marquis olf 
Pont^a-MouiTon, wanted to eftablifh himfelf alfil 
in |)fc/feffion of Lol-rttiftei &a the demlfe of t-he dubft 
his ftther-in~law. But the fucceflion was difputed 
%ith him by Anthony, count de Vaudemont, fonof 
Friderfc theyouiigcrbmther of dtike Charles. This 
cxMiteft Jrtt>du€fed JEi wal-i in which the French king 
fupported the party df Ken6, who was his brother- 
jii-law, while that of his competitor was efpoofed by ^^ 

^e duke of -Burgundy, On the fecond day of July^ 
the two princes meeting at Bulegneville, a bloody 
battle enfued, in which Rene ^as vanquiflied, taken^ 
9nd condu<9:ed to Dij^ti ; and twelve hundred 
Frendi troops being Icilled in this engagement, 
Charles was difiiblted from attempting any thing of Hift. ae 
f 6ftfeqaence againft the Englilh. - ^'^'^ 

While Henry refided m France, pope Eugenius Henry te- 
ll, fent thither the cardinal of Santa Cruz to per- ^^^ 
fliade the two kingsto an accommodation *, and that 
legate prevailed upon ibor^ t^ 6:tkd «aibafladors tq 
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A. c 1431. Auxcrrc, where, however, the confcreaccs were niot 
opened, becaufe the EngliOi would not own the 
plenipotentiaries of Charles for the ambaflfadors of 
France. Notwithftanding this mifcarriage, the car- 
dinal continued his good offices, and another day 
was appointed for their meeting again in the fuc- 
needing year; but they could not agree upon the 
place, and the negotiation mifcarr ied. • Henry 
quitting Paris immediately after Ghriftmas, recirtd 
to Rouen as a place of greater fafety : though 
it was very near being furprifed by the treachery of 
one Peter Audebeauf, a native of Bearne, retained 
in the Englilh fervice, who introduced an hundred 
and xweaty men, commanded by one Kecarvilley 
into the great tower of the caftle. To fupport thefc, 
a larger body of troops had advanced within a league 
of the place ; bvit the officers, quarrelling among 
themfelves about the manner of fharing the booty 
which they hpped i;o obuin,, confufion enfued, and 
the whole number returned to Beau vats.. Thofe 
who had been admitted into the tower were obliged 
to furrender at difcretion ; and Henry's governors^ 
alarmed at this attempt, conveyed him immediately 
to his Engliih dominions, where the animolity ber 
tween the duke of Glouc^der and the cardinal ftiji 
glowed with unabating rancour. 
A. c. 14^1. jj^ ^}^g parliament of the preceding year, the 
T^e card! bifjjQp found meaos to-eneaffe the houfe of com- 
in pariia- mons m his mcereft, lo as to obtam a triumph over 
aaoumrthe ^^^ advcrfary, who had endeavoured to do him ill 
influence of officcs in his abfefice. They had prefented an addrefs 
cfwcfifttr?^ to his majefty, defiring, that in confideration of the 
great fervices the cardinal had done the Rate, he 
would grant an amnefty in his favour, for every thing 
he might have traofadled poncrary to the laws, par- 
ticularly to the ftatutes of premunire. Notwith- 
ftanding this addrefs, with which his majefty con)- 
plied, the duke of Glpucefter >youId not relinquifli, 
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the purfuit. He pretended he had proofs in his a. c. 1431. 
hands fufficient. to convift the cardinal of high 
treafan ; a crime which could nor be implied in the ' 

patdon he had received. Winchefter, who was at that 
time in Flanders tranfafting the king's affairs, return- 
ed to London, without having demanded permif- 
fion ; and the duke made this a pretext for feizing 
his baggage. Next day the cardinal went to the 
houfe of lords, where he declared he was come to 
juftify his conduit, and prove his innocence againft 
any perfon who Ihould charge him with delinquen- 
cy. As Giouceftcr did not think proper to maintain 
what he had advanced^ he was acknowledged as a 
faithful fubjeft, by an authentic aft paffed at his ear- 
ned defire. Then he complained ihat his bag- 
gage had been feized at Sandwich, and demanded 
reftituiion. He offered to depofit fix thqufand 
pounds in the king's hands for fix years •, and if 
in that time the baggage fhould appear to have b«en 
lawfully feized, the money fhould be confifcated for 
the ufe of his majefly. He likewife offered to lend 
him as much more, and poflpone the demand of 
thirteen thoufand marks aheady due to him, oa 
condition that the payment of the whole fhould be 
affigned to him on the firfl fubfidy that fhould be 
granted. His propofals were accepted, and his 
cjfFefts reflored •, awd the duke of Gloucefler, far 
from being able to injure his charafter, faw him 
triumph over his refentnicnt in the applaufe of both 
houfes of parliament. 

England was more attentive to the contefl be- Faaions m 
tween thefe two ambitious rivals, than to the war c^,^ ^^ 
of France, which they feemed almofl to have forgot i 
though the prefent junfture afforded thep a fair op- 
portunity to repair the loffes they had fuflained, and 
retrieve the credit of their arms. Charles gave him- r 
felf up to the delights of indolence,, in the enibraces 
pf Agnes Sgrel, and left the xare of bis naoft imporr 
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A. c. J4i3» tant affairs to his miniftcrs and generals. His fa- 
vourite La TremouiUe was accufed of encouraging 
him in this habit of idlenefs and indifference ; but 
this was not the cafe. Charles began to be difgufted 
-with this minifter, and grow uncafy under the yoke 
he had impofed. The cohftable being informed by 
his fmalTaries at court, of this alienation, refolved to 
rc-adk the tragedy of Louvct, De Giac, and Beau- 
lieu ; and having fecured the intereft of the cour- 
tiers, who hated the minifter, he caufed him to be 
apprehended in his bed, at Chinon« within the 
king's palace, and conveyed to prifon at Montrefor. 
Chvles was equally furprtfed and incenied at this 
outrage, which he fwore he would revenge upon 
thetonftable : but, when he heard all the princes of 
the blood, and all the nobles of his court, declare 
againft La TremouiUe, he checked his indignation. 
He remembered with fear the kague which lud 
been formed againft him in the cafe of Louvet, and 
the difguft: he had begun to conceive for the mini- 
fter, enabled him to give him up with the lefs re^ 
Iu6tance. Charles of Anjou,. the queen's brother, 
tmifoled him for his lofs -, and, according to the 
Conftable*s plan, became the chief favourite. 
Thewtr One may eafily conceive that a prince of this 
SS'^rious chara6ter eould not have been a formidable enemy 
i^cefi. t<^ Bedford, had this laft been properly fupplied 
^ith reinforcements from England. But for fome 
time thele had been enticdy interrupted ; fo that he 
could not keep the field without unfurnithiog the 
places of their garriions, and leaving them at li- 
berty to declare for Charles. In the beginiiing of 
eke year, Bedford detached the earl of Arundel and 
tlie marechal de I'lile Adam, to beliege Lagin, ia 
^t neighbourhood of Paris, which h^ been lately 
iKirprifed by Foucaut ; buc die garrkon made fudi 
H vigorous fally, that they were obliged to abandon 
iht enterprize. In the month of Auguft:^ the re- 
gent 
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gent undertook the fiege of it in perfon, with'an A. c i^^- 
army of fix thoufand men ; but, in fpite of his 
vigilance and precaution, the Baftard of .Orleans 
introduced a convoy into the place ; and the duke 
fearing he carried on fome intelligence with the 
Parifians, fuddenly raifed the fiege and returijed ta 
the capital. A fmall body of French forces, drawn 
from different garrifons, furprifed the town of Mon- 
targis ; but the cafUe defc;ndcd itfelf fo vigoroufly^ 
that they were obliged to abandon their conqueft. 
In Normandy twelve hundred En^lifh troops in- 
vefted Lahire in Louviers ; and, after a blockade / ^ 

of three months, obliged him to capitulate. 

Thefe were events of little confequence, in com- Qwawibe. 
parifon with that which happened on the thirteenth ^^^^5* 
day of November. This was the death of Anoe of Bedford ami 
Burgundy dutchefs of Bedford^ which not only afr ^'^'^s^^dy, 
fedted her hufband in particular, but alfo the whole 
Englifti nation, as it entirely broke that bond of 
conne6iion which had united the dukes of Bedford 
and Burgundy -, and the mutual refencment which 
fucceeded their union was fatal to the intereft q£ 
England. In the beginning of the year, there was 
a dangerous infurreftion of the peafants in Norman- 
dy, who, taking arms to the number of fixty thou- 
fand, two thirds of thefe proceeded to the Vexin ; and 
the other body of twenty t;houfand marched to Caen, 
\^h1ch they took, together with Harfl.eur, Dieppe,and 
Lillebonne. The earl of Arundel was no fooner a. c 143}, 
apprifed of the infurreftion, than he marched 
againft thofe who were aHem bled at the Vexin ^ and 
charging them in the night, obtained an cafy vic- 
tory. Thofc in Caen might have been more trou- 
bleibme, as they were headed by the marechal de 
Rieux-v but they were fo intimidated by the defeat 
of their companions, that the greateft part of them 
difper(ed to their own habitations. The marechaJ, 
^iih fome of tbeOToft courageous, threw himfelf 
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A. c. r43j. into Dieppe, which, together with Harfleur, re- 
mained in pofleffion of the French king, though 
Arundel reduced Caen and Lillebonne. In the 
courfe of this year, the duke of Bedford married 
Jaquelin of Luxembourg, daughter of James count 
of St. Pol;, a match that gave great umbrage to 
the duke of Burgundy, who not only looked upon 
it as an infult to the memory of his fifVer fo lately 
deceafed, but alfo refented the regent's marrying 
' the daughter of his vafl^al, without his confent or 

knowledge. The cardinal of England endeavoured 
to repair this breach, and mediate a reconciliation. 
He fuccecded fo far as to obtain their mutual con- 
fent to an interview at St. Omer, v/hcre all dif- 
ferences might be amicably adjufted ; but when they 
repaired to this place, a frcfh difpute enfued about 
rank and precedence. Neither would yield in point 
of puhftilio ; and they parted, more than ever in- 
cenfcd againft each other. In all probability the 
duke of Burgunidy had already determined to aban- 
don the Englifli intereft, and ufed this trivial dif- 
pute as a pretence for breaking with the regent : 
though he refolved to have it in his power to make 
his own terms with Charles; and for that purpofe 
perfifted in his hoftilities. He made himfelf mafter 
of St. Valery, Ham, Laon, and Provins -, and the 
carl of Arundel befieged and took Silley-le-Guil- 
laume, in the province of Le Maine.* 

The two gy ^j^jg ^jj^g J j^g council of England were beconae 

lings agree ' a c c i_ r 

td a congrefs more defirous or peace, than or engaging m any 
at Arras, jj^^ meafurcs for retrieving what the king had loft 
in France. The duke of Orleans, who ftill con- 
tinued a prifoner at London, had offered to employ 
all his influence in forwarding a treaty^ on which 
all his hope of liberty depended. He prapofed 
that the queen dowager of Sicily, her fon Charles 
of Anjou, the duke of Brittany, with his brothers 
the' counts of Riehemont and of St. Gillcs, the 

duke 
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iJuke of Alen^on, the counts of Armagtiac, Foix, a,c.i43|si 
Perdriac, Clermont, and the archbifhop of Paris, 
ihould meet the plenipotentiaries of England ac 
Calais,, or any other place pitched upon by the 
£ngli{h council ; and he delired permilTion to aflfift 
at the congrefs, in order to enforce the negotianion. 
At the fame time he prefented a fet of articles, 
which were fo favourable for England, that the 
council embraced his propofal, without hcfitation ; 
and he figncd, fealed, and fwore to the perform - 
ance of the treaty which he had planned. PaiTports Rynw*. 
were expedited for the queen dowager of Sicily, 
and the other pcrfons named in his propofal ; the * 
month of Oftober was fixed for the time of the 
conferences ; and the council appointed commif- 
fiotlers to treat with the plenipotentiaries of Charles. 
The duke of Orleans adted on this occafion in 
conTort with the couirt of France, whofe aim was 
to dupe, the council of England. The articles of 
a. feparate peace between Charles and the duke of 
Burgundy were already adjufted, by the means of 
the conftable of Richcmont, who had conferred 
with the duke at Nevers, on pfttence of accom- 
modating a difference between that prince and the 
count de Clermont ; and nothing was wanting but 
an opportunity to finifli and confirm the treaty. 
For this purpofe they projedked the plan of a con- 
grefs for a general peace, well knowing that the 
Englifh would rejeft the conditions that would be 
propofed ; and their refufal would furnilh the duke 
with a pretext for concluding a feparate accommo- 
dation. This was the true motive of the magni- a. 0.143-4. 
fic^int offers made by the duke of Orleans to the 
king of England, in cafe the conferences fhould 
prove ineffedlual. They knew nothing was fo hkcly 
to engage Henry's council in the negotiation, ^s 
the hope of its produqing fomething advantageous 
CO England, even though it fhould not fucceed j^ 
. .. and 
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A.C 1434* and the duke of Bedford, as well as the council, 
being utterly ignorant of what had paiTed becweeo 
the duke of Burgundy and Charles, were ^e more 
. eafily caught in the fnare. As fooo as (hey had 
coniented to the congrefs, the duke o{ Burgundy^ 
who (till maintained the appearance of union V^ith 
the Engliih, managed matters in fuch a manner, 
that inftead of Cdais they fixed upon Arras fof 
, the place of congrefs, to which all the parties con- 
cerned agreed to fe{\d their ambafladors. 
IJ!Lddif Mean while the war 'degenerated into petty ex* 
defeated and curfions : both kings were too weak to fend armies 
into the field; and therefore* nothing of moment 
was tranfafted. The French having furprifed Rue 
in Picardy, the earl of Arundel refolvcd to retake 
the place*, but underftanding on his march, <that 
the enemy, had fortified Hert>eroi near fieauvais, he 
judged it expedient to drive them thence before the 
works could be brought to perfedion, and fat down 
before the town. Receiving intelligence that Vig- 
noles and Xaintrailles advanced with twelve hun- 
dred men to it^ relief, heraifed the.fiege, and gave 
them battle. In this adion, which was extremely 
obftinate, he was mortally wounded ajpd taken pri« 
foner, and in a few days died, to the unspeakable 
regret of the duke of Bedford. The count de Cler- 
mont, now become duke of Bourbon by the death 
of his father, made himfelf mafter of Corbeil and 
Brie*Comte: Robert, by bribing the governors ; and 
a Scottilh officer furprifed Vincennes, which, bow- 
ever, he could not nuintain. At length Talbot^ 
arriving from England with a reiafotcement of 
three or four thoufand men^ to whom he joined 
feme troops drawn from garrifons, became, imfter 
of the field, and retook a good number.of towns^ 
without being interrupted in his progteis by the 
enemy. 


Sttcceis of 
Talbot. 
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; The eyiE$»of ftll Euro^ yrere ^xlpw turned- jiap^ ^•f-H35* 
the congr^s pf;:A.rr^,^Sp/.wKich the popefimt thc^^^^Jj^^^""*^* 
q^rdi^alde .Sc» ^^roce, as his^ ami^anadpr, vrhile broke Up. 
ti^ ca^dinalS; of Cyprus and Aries reprefented the, 
council of Bafi(. . Chark;s . kr\t thither fevjeatecn 
pUnjpQtewwtries, at the head 6f whom wajS tlje con - 
:^l?le de Ricjiemont ; and Henry appointed twent;y-. 
feven for France, and Englaridy; the du^e of .Bur-s 
gundfy beiag the principjiU Hitherto the, i?Fgcnt 
f i>d |;he Epgllfh cpuncjl .were, perfuaded i;nat thq 
duke a^d upon good faith : but they foon received 
iDteliisence that he had foUicited the pope to abfolve 
|u(n ffopck, fh& oath which he had, taken to the latd 
lyr>g i^ejnry^ . ..Eqgenius being queftioned on this 
(ubj^jidec^ar^ji that no French prince iiad ever ni>ade 
any j^ch demand.; and that for the future he wpuld 
Qb^ecve fuch condudt jas would be fatisfaftory to the ' 

king of .Englafid* The conferences began on the 
|]jxth day of Auguftj'with the propofals of Charles, 
Whole arnbafTadors ofFerecf to Henry all Nor mandjif 
^nd Giaietyie, on. condition that he would renounce 
bis pretenfions to the crown of France, and do 
bompge for. thofe two provinces. The EngUjli pie* 
^ipotendaries^, equally furprifed and incenfed at a 
propofal fo widely different, from the articles %|feed 
i^ippri with the duke of Orleans, broke off the con- 
£erei]ice abrpptly, and retired without deigning tci 
make t^he leaft reply. 

The dukeof Burgundy made their fudden de- it^t^ 
parture a pretext for concluding a fepafate P^^^e; p^^*^^" 
He obferved, that he. wa$ not;obliged to follow their charics an<i 
caprice, and gratify their pride, at the expence .©|^ his ^^^^J^^ 
qwnbter^ft. The pope's legate abfolved Kim pf^a.ll 
the oaths he had taken to Henry V. and hi$ fugctUor;. 
and his treaty with Charles was ibon ratified.^ as all 
the articles had been adiuiled before hand. Charles 
oblij^d himielf by this treaty to afk pardon of Phi- 
iipj ;CitI^qr inperfon or byhis delegates, for. the . 

murder 'of his iatherw. as a crime which.had b^een J 
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^•^- '43S« perpetrated in his youth, at the inftigadon of evil 
counfellors : to delrrer op all the aflaffins to juffice ; 
to found chapels and majffes for the fouls of John 
duke of Burgundy, and his attendants who were 
killed by his fide ; to niake good all dam^s fuf- 
tained by fuch as were taken on the day of the mur- 
deir I to ereft - a crofs on the place where it ' wasf 
committed, and pay fifty choufand crowns in gold,' 
in lieu of the duke's jewels, which were feized, at 
his- aflftffination. He agreed to cede to Philip and 
his heirs the cities and counties of Boulogne-fur- 
Mer, MacoD, St. Jangout, atni Auxerre, with all 
their dependencies, together with all the taxes callecf 
aids, irtipbfed on thole parts of Macon, ChatonSj^ 
Autun, and Langrcs, that lay within Burgundy i 
ihe caftles, towns, and diftrifts of Bar- fur* Seine, 
Peronne, Roye, and Mondidier, and all their ap: 
pendages ; the whole county of Ponthieu, DourlcnSj, 
St. Rifquier, Crevecour, Arlcux, Mortagne^ 5t; 
Quintrni Corbie, Amiens, and Abbeville, were 
rtiortgaged to PhiKp 'and his heirs, until fbur 
hundred thoufand crowns fhould be paid for theiif 
redemption. Philip himfelf was exempted frorh 
doing homage for thefc territories during the life 
of Charles, as were his vafials from obeying the 
fummons of Charles, without his order. 'The 
French king promifed to fuccour him in cafe he 
Ihpuld.be attacked by the Englifh ; and both par- 
ties declared they would make no agreement with 
the enemy, without the confent of bach other. The 

*.^ duke's vaflals, and others, who had borne St. An- 

[i , drew's crpft, which was the cnfign of Burgundy, 
were exempted from ferving under any other ; and 
a general pardon was granted to all pei&ns except 
the affaflins aforementioned. Both parties renounced 
all alliances to the prejudice of one another ; and 
by letters-patent declared their refpeftive fubje&s 
abfolved from their allegiance to hini who fhould 
violate this treaty. The princes of the blood in 
i • -^ France, 


lfr»cc;ianatHeiiqbbsr'<>fBui^undyv ratified this ^^^.1431, 
agneemeiir tinder chesrJhat^^ fbals^HoodiDwas 
aicerwsirds cdnfirmcdf by the comncil of Bafil^ which 
dmotmced ther oeniintt d txoommunicati(Hi and 
interdift againft him who fhould infringe the arci-» 

During thi* confcrciic* ^t Arras^: the; inhabitant* rhed^kro^ 
of .H(kidan,^Sr. I>enysvPcintoife;i»tlun,.Pont Sti f£nf 
Mai;xatide,^Mealii;nv }^p«^d their gates to tiKffoi-ces 
of CHairtei rditedtih^ of Bedford' :^dok: St/ Btstyi^ 
atid^ ordttr^ the <wattr:v)£'it to* be crazed .to ttbt • 
ground; tkit he was obliged to ralfe cheTiegeof 
Mkuhui Is^ the Baftard of Orleansv and. Efpetnaj 
fell intb' kne hands of the Fremch. . ^Kabel^ queeia 
dbw«^ of ^France, ^r^^ the fuccefs of her &>n 
Chaiies, whom fhe always hated, a^ the defperate 
coQd^ion of the £nghJ8i iateDeft,>>died at Paria of 
vefltacioA; very litcte regiretted hf the Frexkh^ who 
looked t^bniiqr as-'the pTiirci^al ^iife »f dthe ruin 
of : die kingdom. H^ death was of very little con* 
fequence^o either party ; but this wa» i>ot the cafe 
with^thai dif the r^ijent, who died in »the caftb of 
JRouenbn the fourteenth day of September, uni^ 
verfaily^ lamented by the Englifh, not only althe folc ^ 
fuppdnt of their inddreft in France^ but alfo as ;i 
pritncB of xht moil Ia»ft*ble difpofuieni He cer- 
tainlytpbfibl&daniriiiefieroifm of his biDther Henry, 
without his defedtsr^ ahd^ by his admirable conduct, 
maintfained the war: in 'France almoft without any 
^fliflance from England.' Had he beeA properly . 
fupported) he would^ in alh-probability^ havec^m^- 
pte«ed tta* conqueft of that kingdom, which, tho* 
naturally an enemy to hisi fuccefs, univerfally owned 
and applauded his valour, juftice, and moderatioo. 
The death of this worthy prince was no fooner andisfuc?. 
known in England, than Richard Plantageocc duke ^gctntby 
of York was appointed regent of France: but R'^^^^rd 
Henry dufcc of Somerfet, who hadb^eo his com - y^ork" 

F f 2 petitor 
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A- i^. ■435 petftor for. rthat dignity,': mfti^godihts lintri^ies irt 
the' council vmth fuch art^.ithittLibis^patent -was iiofi 
expedited for feven mont^hs^ d<tringi which the par** 
ttfsns of Charies excendcd thtar- conqucils . without 
oppofidon. * '•. . •• f'l i • •■.• .:-" 

^^^- ^^^ Englifii people were cxafperated at the. da- 
coni« ma- f^Q^^^ of khei:d\kce of »Burg!tie)dy, wbtnn thqfi^- 

^"}** viled in the moft bitter terms of-r^^pmich^ : tJNCTer- 
ihelefs that prince, m order -to preftt«vc;fome.. de- 
corum: whh England, . lent: over tWQ hjiraHl$ to 
Henry, to exode bis haying conchided a fepatate 
treaty, by declaring his people jwcre.no;toi>gei:abte 
to maintain the war, and to offer his mecSaiacftt fi)t 
a peace between France! and England. :).rrkia oSer 
was confidered as a frelb it%futt. The couDcU'WOuld 
not even vouchfafe to anfwer the letter ; wd^^ he^ 
raids wem not iuSered to ftir ^noad. .The pbfHi-^ 
lace of London became (o outrageoutf that they 
murdered 'feveral Flemings, and plundered xhtxt 
houfes, untT^ they were fupprefied^y apnocUtnia* 
tibn,f and protcftions granted to thofe wh<> wcase letr 

aymer. tied in England. In all liketibood thdfe inftik^ and 
commotions were far from being difagreeable to the 
duke of Burgundy, as they furniihed him with a 
•pretext for exclaiming againft the EiigltOiy and join- 

A. c: 1436. ing his forces to thofe of Charles. In the month rf 
March, he fent a retnforcemem: of five htmiircd 
lances ta the conftable Richemont, who, having 
made fhift to alfemble ftx- or feven thoUfand liien, 
inarched dircftly to Paris^ where the emiflaries of 
Charles and the duke of Burgundy had already 
fomied a very confidcrable party. . He foon made 
himfelf maftcr of feveral fmaH places- in the neigh- 
bourhood of that capital; and then encanipcd be- 
fore onrof the gates, where continual conferences 
were carried ort' betwcen-his troops and the citizens, 
HDtwxthfcanding all the precaution that could be 
talwn by Robert lord Willoughby,. who commanded 

the 


the EagUfii garrifont ai|iouncing to fifteen kundred ^'^^ *43^- 
men. On the thivteenth day of April, the in* 
habitants Suddenly took to their tatm%j whiiethe 
marechal L'lfle d'Adam &ded the waJls ; and when 
the garrilbn advanced againft the> aflkilaDtsv they 
iwere faluted with SM^fs of ftohes frdrii the mn^ 
dows, while the whole ^city refounded with repeated 
acclamacions <^ ^\ Long live the king and the duke 
of Burgundy/.* The governor, finding it impofli- 
ble -to nefift the torravt) r^tiredi to the Baftile ; and 
immediately: chains were drawn acrofi the ftreets to 
prevent his ntwn, Mea^ while L'lflc d^Adam 
opened, the gates to the conftable;, who took pof-* 
feflion of: the city without oppofition., • Lord Wil* 
loaghby, .finding the* Baftile altogether unprovided 
farafiege, capitulated on the third-day, and march- 
ing oat wi^h the honeiars of war, retired to Rouen. 

The^dukeof York;. having at leiigth received Lr^ndy*^ 
his comraiffion as regent, landed in Normandy with "n<t«takesj 
a good body of troops from Englarid,^ and^retook cakt?^ 
niany ffpall places or ca&les, which the French had 
reduced fince the death of the du^e of Bedford. 
WJiile he^was^empioyed in theconqaeftof Nor* 
mandy, • he received incelligence ' that the dake of 
Burgundy had made great preparations for a fiege; 
and fufpefting that h^B defign was to inveft Calais, 
lie imparted his conje&ures to the councii, preffing 
them.to ptit that place in :a proper pofturct>f <fci 
fence.. Before <they coukl take any mea&res for 
;ti\is'purpofe, the: duke invefted thar town v/ith an 
army of fifty thoufand men v and this Gipcumftaac« 
'being kn6wn in England, increafed the ammofiry 
of the nation to a moit viruleht degree againft chat 
princis, ' whom they reviled as the worft* of all apof- 
rates; :Ofder$. were iiTued to levy fifteen thoofand 
troops for the relief of the place ; andiche command 
.o£ ihefc was given to.tl^e duke of: Gloucefteri 
-while, at the {^at time, this. nobiema0 and the lord 
I . . > ' . F f 3 Beaumont '1 
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4. c. i43§. BeaUmobt ,wcre gratified ^by -Henry with gcifedts df 
all thexeMtofies be|obgihg >t& the houie of Bvu^ 
gundy i» France andFhencfecsi Thefe ^^rcca being 
levied^ the duke cf Giouceftet fet faiU 4nd laiukd 
with them in Normandy about. fix week^ after the 
duke €f ' Burgundy had- begun the fiege. ^He.lrad 
0Ot as .yec nfiadc rouch pragrsfs inhts operations ) 
but on the contrsu-y fuftained fome checks^ which 
not a little diffieaftened his JFki^lih forces. Several 
vigorous and fuccefsful falfiea bad been made by 
thegarnfoa.: Part of the duke's Seecwhibh Hedwd 
up the pkce by fea, having been le& a- ground a( 
low- water, the inhabitants: of Calais found means 
to iet the Ihips on fire^ and.deftroy them Jntirely ( 
a wooden . fort erefted by thei befiegers, «aiid well 
fupplied.mith cannoO) was taken by the Engliffa^ 
and all the Flemings ^Dund io .it were put to the 
. fword ; and laftly, the dukc.t^f GItmcefter, before 
he; embarked 4 lent an heriald to challenge Burgundy 
jQo baitle^ : All thefe circumftances concurred to in.* 
timidate the troops of Fiandes^^ confiding chiefly 
of xaw undifciplined miHti^.^ and when they under** 
flood that the duke of <£Iouaefl»r wai^on iiis march 
towards Calais^ their wbotercamp iwas filled widi 
' mutiny and corifufion. • Th?y ftruck their tents of 
their own accord; and^- in ipite of all the . duke's 
femonijtraiQces and autlvMricy^ began so retreat in 
the utmofij diforder. He was obliged |t(s folbw 
ihem to Gravdines, - whiithcD they flod^ with the ut- 
moft precipitation, leaving JxiJ^nd theik^. baggage^ 
^rtillery^ and ammunition, i .. ^ v * 

This was not the only mortification thot^ Philip 
received. He-h;ad fcarce cetumed to hisvdominions^ 
when the towns of Flanders revolted;. ; He biwifclf 
Wias dangerously wounded inlfedkion ail Brliges, af«> 
Iter having iiten the matochal L'lOe d'Adanl -tw^ in 
pieces by ther. mudnous popvolace. Mean w^He the 
duke of Gdoucefter^ taldi% sHbanf i^ of thefq torn* 

, 1 '\ motions. 
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tl)Otiofl(9^). ^vef-ran' AitQis^ FJaaders^. and Hainaujly ^*^* '^ > 
6mA whence he carried off twelve hundred waggons 
leaded with booty ; and from chis period the duke 
of Borgundy was. fo embroiled in his own affair^g, 
tfefl*; Charles . derived- very iac^nfiderable fucc€f<^i:s 
from hisj^liianee) thojttgh he had the profpedt oli ^*'^^'^«^«'' 
b^ing mote eSedlualiy aflTifted by James king of 
$COtland^ whofe daughter Margiarec was in the 
courfe of thfer y^ar married lo his fon Lewis tha 
dauphin. The truce between England and Sopit- TheEn^n/i\ 
land had expired j and hoftiiities were recommenced ^'V^'^'f.*'*^ 
^Ween tie c wq nations,. The earl of Northym- in sc^hu^?, 
berla^d^ l^ith ;.ifhe other . lords of the £ngli(k 
Marches, invaded Scotland with a ftrong body of 
forces, and wefne encountered by William Douglas 
^ari of Ang|U$ii 4nd fome other Scottifh Bobl^fBoiH 
nt a place called Poperden, whef ? » afqer a«i-p|^flfiBafig 
eng^gemen^^ the £ng}iih were defeated with, the^ 
lofs of fifteen hundred.men killed upon the fpot^ be-^ 
fides fou^; hundred that^ were tak^n pri(<Hi€r8^ 
Henry's ceitncil had etBpk)ye4i^U their iniluenice 
to prevent the match between Margaret and the 
dauphin, in the way of negotiation ^ but finding 
James deteri^med in favour of his French aliia|K:e, 
they fitted out a fleet to intercepc the princefs. in heu 
^affage to Enn<^ i though the Scqttifli king eluded 
their vigilance, by fendiagigf^: ha* w4rfi a convoy of 
forty Ihip^ af^tod the weft^m ifleg, and fh^ landed ..^ 

> fafety at Rpchelle, > , • ^ _' / , Buchaaa..^ 

. The enfuing^ year was reman^able fon the death a. c. 1437; 
of Jane of NavaFre, and Catherine, of France, both Death of 
• <jueeft' dowagwrs of England. The former, ^ho Jid^lf 
.was wldow.of Henry IV. 4^a4 been fufpefte4 of inc Hcmy v. 
irigues agai^H): the royal family, ^bait lived lo^gfit tkp 
Jbetter of that calumny -, -and^ tjie other,, who.was 
^elift ofHmty Y. hadj after his de^h^- given h^r 
hsLsad to Qwea Tudor, a private ^ew^e^asip of 
Wales, remarkable . for his perfonal accomplifh* 
! Ff 4 ^ ments. 
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4* c, 1437. nients. This match, fo unequal to her rank, and 
the dignity of her fitft marriage, gave great difguft 
to the'Englifti nation, and in particular to the duke 
of Glouccftcr, who thinking the honour of his 
family degraded by ftich an alliance, committed 
' ' Owen to Newgate, from whence he cjfcaped, and 
was afterwards flain fighting for the houfe of Lan-- 
Cafter. By Catherine he had three fons, of whom 
th6 eldeft, Edmund, was created earl of kichmond % 
and the fon of this nobleman afterwards afcended 
the throne of England, in right of his mother 
Margaret, fole daughter and heir of John Beaufort 
duke of Somerfet, and defcehdiant of John of 
Gaunt. Jaouelina of Luxembourg, widow of 
John duke of Bedford, followed thfe- example oi 
queen Catherine ^ and, after her husband's death, 
ihiartricd Sir Richard Wbdeyille,- a young foldier of 
Ibrturte, although fhe had fworn before king 
Henry's chancellor of France, and the lord Talboc, 
that fhe would never marry without the king's per- 
miflTiQn ; an oath the was obliged to tak^ before Ihe 
4a. Pub. 66uld be confirnried in the poflefljon of fome eftates 
beiqueathed to her by the regent. Wodeville was 
mulftcd in a thoufand pounds for having prefumed 
to efpoufe her without a licence from his majefty ; 
but in the fequel, he was created earl Rivers, aA4 
loft his life upon a fcafFold. 
Frore^dingj ' Ih a parliament held at Weftmmfter, the duke of 
toent.^*' Gloiicefter, as governor of Calais, reprefented the 
•\:'- precarious fituation of that fortrefs,: on account of 
the minmous dirpbfltionof the gafrifon, which had 
inot'f<dr a" long time been regularly p^yed ; aAd he 
enrered a formal proteft, importing, that in cafe 
tWb'town fliould bfe loft by this negleft ii^ibe pay- 
ivi^nt of the ioldiers, ' the misforturtfc Jhould not be 
Imputed to his rhifcoriduft. A declaration which 
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'l>f tift: ccifioifts' allotted" fdi? this fea-vice. ' Sftveral rcr *• ^> '^s'' 
gulations^w'enS made in fivoUr of comme¥ce,^vWcK 
had of late years fallen. w to decajr. Thi^y voted 
funds for the paynlent -of; an. huhdrfed/thoufafnd 
pounds, which ' the cto#h 'dWed ; and granted the 
ufual duties <:)n Inei^ehandife, Which now began to be 
known by thcnafne of Cuftorns, from their being fo 
.often repeated i a tenth and fifteenth wcrd likewife ^ , 
grart'ted; "aslh the^ laft pafliirt^ent ; iind a committee 
of the lords' \vascmpi^^wed^ to hear arwi- determine 
all pedtioiii nofc aftfwcred in the cburfe^ of the 
fcffion. ' ' ' 

Sin(?e:the ^f rival of the duke of York in France^ Taibot funr 
the affairs t)f the Englifh affumed a more favour- tllk, zlT 
, able afpeft ih that country* Charles had no confi- ^^^ »^ 
derable army in the field i nof could hie- expcift (^toy. 
much aJfiftance from the duke of Borgundy, who 
had ^Ci^aftOn for all hfe forces to quettfhe rtvokof 
liis own fubjefts. The beginning of the year was 
■fo excefflvejy cold, that the generals of both fides 
could not undertake any regular oper^tiisn in the 
field. - Neverthelefs, thib inderatigaWe Talbot found 
means? to turn thiis tincommon rigour of die feafoa 
to the advantage of his country. He aflfembled a 
body of forces, anddreflingfome ofthem in white 
apparel, they crept into the ditch of Bov^oife, 
without being perceived by the garrifon,- who could 
not diftiriguifli them from the fnow with which the 
ground was covered. Mcfan while the reft of the 
^detachment approached the plaice in the dark, in 
Order to fiiftain thdr companions, who applying 
their fcaling- ladders,- at the time when thi garrifon 
relieved the watch at day-break, made their way 
into the town, and opened the gates for Talboc^ 
who entered the place on one fide, while the French 
fled at the others The furprize of this important 
town ivas a fevere Blow to Charles; and greatly 
jiicommoded the Parifians, who faw the Englifh 
6 garrifoa 
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A'C, I43J. gariifeii Blake d^l/* iacurfions to the fiiburte e£ 
their capk^. . The duke of Burgundy, alarmed 
at the fucq^fs oi the EngU/h, which i not fea« 
fonahly checked, might produce a revolotkMi 
that would prove fatal to.. his mtereft, refolded 
to roufe Charies from that lethargy of floch and 
indolence whkh he had hitherto indidged; and 
gave him (o underftand, that if he would con- 
fuk his own glory and advantage, fo far as to 
aflEbmble all his troopi, .and: march at iheir head 
towards Paris, in order to drive the Englilh from 
the heart of the kingdom, he, the duke, would con* 
tribute towards his fuccefi by making a powerful 
' dtverfion in Picardy. This remon(braiH:e feemed to 
wake him frdm his flumber. ; He fbrthMfkh ^^flem- 
bled his fyrcie^ ;: and, in his route to> Parts,, attacked 
Montereau-faut-Yonne, while the duke of Burgundy 
undertook the fiege of Crotoy, a ftrong place in 
Picardy. It was inveftedby a numerous land-army; 
while the harbour was^ blocked up by four large 
French yeflfels. The' duke, of York being at that 
time recalkd to England, through the intrigues of 
Somerfet, detached Talbot to the relief of the 
befieged, with a body of five thoufand men^ and 
that intrepid chief undertook the: tafk, though the 
Biirgmidian. army amounted to five times the num- 
ber, and he was obliged tb pafs the river Somme in 
the factf of the enemy- . The duke being informed 
of hi8» approach»^ left pare of his troops to contin^ 
the (iege^ and with the.remaif)der took poft on the 
fide of the. river, to difpute the paflFage of the Engr 
li{h,.who.hiated.him to fuch a (degree, that no danr 
ger could dieter thj©m from gratifying their fevenge. 
Talbot profiting by this di^fttion»ni8ta» the firft 
man >t^ho rulhed mb the ftream, and -they jfeliowed 
him with fuch alacrity, a3 intimidated jtke Bu/gun- 
dians on.' the other fidey who beKevipg they were 
.deVils ratbior than men,, betook themfeives ta.flight 
.. ? A with 
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the titihoft precipitadbn> aftd their pi^ni^ irt* ^••c*»43;* 
feeing thofewlia continued in the lines before the 
town^ the whole army difperfed, in fpite of all the 
feSbrts of their cotnmander*> Talbot entered tht 
town in triumph, deltroyed the ^ works of tKe be- 
fiegeFS, reduced Rye or Ax places in Pioardy, fe^ 
took TaiKcarvilie in Normany, and reruriiied to 
Rouen^ covered with latjfels. 
JKffeari while Charles carried on the fie^ t^chariet 

Montereaki^ which was bravely defended by Thdm'ai J^au,^^' 
G^ard, though he had not ahove four hundred entei^'parb 
men under his confimand; Hitherto Charlei had ^'^^"^p*'- 
HOC greatly diftinguifhed himfetf by his peflbnal 
courage ; but on this occafion he fignalized 1ms va- 
lour in a very remarkable manner. He not only 
ekpofed himfelf in tte trenches^ Hke the meaheft ; 

foldier in his army, but, when, after a long fiege 
the place wis carried by aflauk, he was one of* the 
firft who entered the breach fw'ord in hand, and . 
fought fingly with furpriftng iprowef^. The ihtre^ 
pidity of hi& behaviour in this 'af&ult prodiieed a 
very favourable effeft in behalf of his charafter i 
and yet he feemed to have exhaufted ; all his viva-i 
city in this efibrt 5 for Gerard retiring to the caftfe^ 
the kingrrfapfed into his former mdolence, and left 
the care and condu4ft of thi^ (eCOiid fiege toTiis foii 
the dauphin. ^The Ertgttfk c^Aflmandfer, after hav^- 
ing fuftained a fertfes of aflault^^for fifteen days id 
chiis fortrefsy was* jat lengrl^ obMgied to capitufatif^ 
When he^ appeared in the prefence of Le^vis, ht 
told him, that againft any other befiegcr he Ihoald 
have made a longer defence ; k compliment, wKidi 
though it agreeably flattered the vanity of thai 
young prince, was extreiiiely rtoO'rtifying td his fa- 
rther, who, from that day, ' oonteived a jtalbuly 
-againft his fim, which wasdf pirnieious confeqtience. 
Charles, from Montereau marched to Paris; which 
he entered in triumph, amadft the acclamations of 

the 
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A- c> 1437. the people ; and cerc^iaLy thbfe expreffions of joy 
wercperfeSly fmceret.asjthey now law* their native 
king reftored to his capiuli afcer he had remained 
fp -lofig. in th^ pO)yer of a triumphant enemy ; and 
found him difpofed to forget all the unkindnefs he 
had fajS^rcd at their handj. . He f6rthwith re-efta- 
t>)i(^ed the parliament and the courts of judicature, 
and confirmed all the, privileges of the city : but 
thiS'happy <ralm was of fhort duration. The reibrt 
of multitudes who foUawed the court to Pari«, ifot 
only produced a dearth, but fikewife introdticed ^ 
dreadful infedion-, which raged to fuch a degree^ 
thac the king and royal family were obliged in a few 
d^y$ to abandon the city^ which in a little time be- 
came defolate -, fo that; the wolves and beads of 
p. Daniel, prey prowled along, the • ftreets^ . and fed upon the 
Monftidct. dying and theijte^. . . : 

Thecardi. . This tediQUS w(ir hadexhaufted England in fuch 
"^Jij'phs't'. a man^^ the council; was always ready .to 

verthatof Jiften to anv propofals of accommodation ; and, z% 
ciouccftcr. (he duke of Orleans ftw no other profpeft of ob- 
taining his liberty, ht became very^ fincere in his en- 
deavoviTS to profttoce a pacification. ■.. For this pur-<- 
ppfea he demanded, ptef million to go to Calais, and 
confer with the duke of Brictany^ "whoih he looked 
upon as the moft proper perfon to aj£b' the . part c^ 
mediator. The council would have readily coni- 
plied, ^ith this.nequeft, bad they believed Charles 
was difpofed to an >eq'uitable peace |. ibui, until 
they ihould .be better infornled of bis. inclination, 
they did not think proper to make any advance^ 
Specially as' the dj^kp of Glbxicefter' vwkntly op- 
poied the prpjefted negotiation, on pretence that 
thcy.cQuld not exped: an advantageous peace at 
fuch a conjundure i^> though his real aim was .to 
thwart the cardinail, who had countepanced the proh 
ppfaiof the duke of 'Orleans. Not bMt that this 
prelate began tp^gaiq:grQpnd upn?n his tintagonift. 


vfftzlth eA'ASsA hun>.to accptnoiodate Heruy iwUh 
ftzpplies rf ; momy i at a dcoc when, afliftancp r of 
thtteikiftd.wjfe equated the moft effcncial. feryiQe [that 
imii^ be done to .the ftatei;rand.thie yQuagipfinoe^ 
who ^vcasnatiirany fgperftiOiOiis, had been tr^ilied up 
» jthe moft abjed: : yeoeraciofi of th? clergy. * The 
cardinal ;;did;iK>t fail tonaakc ufi>of thcfciadyanT 
tag^s, i and pre{)dfl€fled the. kiiog'S; mind fo na^uch: in 
JMoi favour, .thai! he granted him- a. geriecal.tp^dou 
for all crimes he might have jCommWiftdr.ofjwftatr 
ilt«^ture: fqewr they might be, froito .the creatiqUiOf 
the. world :dowh to thei iwenty^e^hth pfi. June in 
the. currenft.jyjear ; fo that his adverfary wM-jootaUy 
difabled fiXMfi profecu ting hia revenge. : ^y^^*^- 

y About this period, James ^king of Scotland, a ja„,« king 
IMjMQceof ttuly royal virtues, fell alacrifice :to;tbc ofscoti«id 
^unbition of his. own uncle Walter earl : of. AtShoJ^ aMnat- 
mtJso, with the affiftahce of a,. bold quthw calkd 
Gramme, .to>kc into the convent jof Domihicajis at 
Perth, where the king was lo(%edy and ai&fliAafied 
him in the night. A youi^Tadyof the. name of 
Douglas, who, attended jche .queea^ being al wned 
with the noife, naritp fccure the doot of 5iC;apartr 
ihent, and perceiving that : the ;bQk was pucpoftJty 
rmnoved, by fome of tfee dofueftics who were con> 
cerned in; the confptracy, ihe^Xupplted the want of 
iE'with her oWh arm, which was cruihed by. the 
aflaffins. James, though naked, feized his. fwordt 
arid bravely defended hTmfelf .againft ^ great: ortm- 
-ber of foes, fome of whom .he ki:Ued upon ihe:fpoti 
4A\ at length he was overpower^, and fell^pierced 
.with eight and twenty wourida, feveral of : which 
\w!ere mortal. Nor fhould . the. fpirit and afifeSion 
if his Englift cjueen pafs unheeded-: flie interpoicd 
ibccween her husband arid the fword3 of the aflJiRins, 
arid received fomie dangerou3 wounds in his. dcfcncei- 
The tragical fafe of James was attended: witli' an ad- 
vantage to the king of England, who was not only 

freed 
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A.c.I45^f|t^ fiiom adangenKis ne^hbtH^ attache^ to;hii 
enemy of France, but (aw him fuocebded by an in^ 
fanc^ duHng wfaofe minorky the governor of %pt^ 
land iKritt influenced by the quem-modier, Hem/i 
kinfwotTian, and ihe iboni^cded a mu^ ftr nine 
yeai^ between the itwo nation). England, as weH 
as France, being afflicted with apeftilenoey the war 
lan^triiflied forwailt^of remfbrcemencs ; aiid nothing 
waawidertaken on eidier fide of greater import 
tanos than fome petty ficge, or pllb^tng excurdon. 
A. c, 1438. Yhe duke of Butgundy, indeed, made a feoond at^ 
tempt upon Calais, by cutting a dylfl^ thnMigh 
which Jie imagtfied the town would be fuddeaJy 
piverfio^raid with wat^ ; and he pioppibd to enter 
while* the inhabitants and garriton IhoQld be ih^ 
irolved in terror and confuiion by fuch an onex • 
pefted calamity-: but the expedment did not iiici^ 
ceed^and he fat down bdfom Guiihes^ fiom Wihenoe 
he was oompelldd to retire, by the earl of Hiinc^ 
ingdan lately arrvfed with a reinlbrcetnent from 
England. No gther event worth mentioning od- 
cumd^an the x:pui:fe pf this year, <xxicept theex« 
changeof the ooont d'Eu, who had boen takM^in 
the battle of Ag^n(x>urt, for John Beaufott, brc^ 
thc^ to Henry duke of Somerfet, whonp he iucoeed^ 
ed in that title, though be too died without mate 
ifiue, and the dukedom deyolTed/ upon his fourth 
brother Edrnti^id, of whom we ihail have occafion 
to fay many things in the fequel. 
Thccoh- ^^ ^^^ month of March, the <?onftable Riche- 
ftabie takes mont aflembling a confiderable body of troops, in- 
tX* rc-''*^ vcfted the city of Meaux, one of the ftrongeft placea 
dticcsHar- in Francc, which had* formerly held out ieven 
^'* mooths againft Henry V. It was now defended by 
the Baftard of Han, an officer of diftinguiihod va- 
lour; but, notwith'ftanding all his vigilance and 
condU^, the town was, after a fiege of three weeks^ 
taken by aflauki and the governor made prifoner in 

the 


the aftioiii The garrJfoh retired ititQ tHe part aVcj^hj^, 
cilkd the Market, wHich is ttt tfe other* fide of the 
Maihe, and broke doiwi thfc bridge qf 'Commijiiica- 
tion ; lb that the cortlKWewas obll^d^tabegjn a 
new fiege more difficult 'than tWJ ft^rnjer.; in the 
mean eime, he ordered the govcrnbr to heifehead- 
ed, becaiifei though a nativ^'bf pTahce, he ferved 
mtheavnnybf Englartd' Then he' jTurrourided his 
camp with lines orcbhtraviallaTioh, ftrehgtSLehed \)y 
redouts, to prevent alii fuccour from being thrown 
into the place 5 and the king repaired tO the fiege, 
that his jprefcnce might animate the -foidiei^^ ^ re- , , 
double 'th^irendeawah.'*' Talbot, notwithftanditig \ - ' 
all thefe p^autionsi rcfolyed to fiiccour the befieg- 
ed. He mairched at f he hfead of' a fmajl body of 
chofen mdn towardsrfhe'Frenchlines, and taking by 
ftorm dwle of the red6ut$ 'tli^t dbftrti&ed'rixe paf- 
fage, entered the place' With ^ cohvoj^. , 5N[ext day 
he retired in the farnemannfer, before th^ enemy 
had recovered of their confternation, determined to 
throw in another rriore donfiderable fupply : but, 
before this could i>e prepared, the conftaMe, eh- 
rigsd' at tfe affrbnc he had fliftained from fuch an 
handftil <tf Englifh, preflcd the garrifon with fuch 
impetuofity and perfeverance, as obliged them to 
capitulate.' The futcefi of this enterprize encou- 
raged -him to underuke the fiege of Ayranche, 
which he had Carried on for three weeks, 'wlien Tal- 
bot, ' Svith the troops prepared for the relief of 
Meaux, forced his lines 'and revidlualled the place. 
After this exploit he 'took the route to Harfleur; 
and, ashe hid not afuffitieht number of troops ,td ^*^* '^^'' 
undertake the fi^ ih-formi He refplvcjd to reduce 
\fhe town by blockadfe. For this purpdfe he en- 
trenched himfelf fo advantageoufly, that he mighc 
have fet an army of fifty thqufand men at defiance ^ 
while the place was blocked up by fca with a fleet 
of ftiips commanded by thi,duke*of Somerfet. The 
- " ' '71 count 
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^•c. J439, count d-Eu^ Jt^tly^-ztriye^^f^oin 

with a body of troops, to* a^ack the Engiilh en- 
trenchments ,; . but, percpivi^g. thp nature of their 
fituationv'.hie.thought,pi:qperi;Q retire, - after having 
made a lligKt attempt,, ia which: Gaucp^r fell into 
the hands. of Talbot.. The: blockade lafted four 
months, at the end or which Talbo; reduced the. 
town ; then he proce^^d to? cjearf tHei reft of Nor- 
mandy of the French garriions that ppHcfied feve- 
ral caftles, until thcwhole province was conquered 
except the town of Dieppe.; • • . . 
cougrefsbc- While the genefals.;^rnpfed themfelves in taking 
tweenCaiais ^^^ retaking town$,. the- ienliiile part of both nations. 

and Grave- O. r* n . ♦'^*^.r7 A *i*' 

iiB». few With great regret the:.w4f P^o^aaed, without 
any profpeft of a coaclufipn. t The pope direded, 
the cardinal de St. a Crpcjc; tq exhort the two kings 
in his liame tp put an end to. the effufipn of chrif- 
tian blood, which had^b^ea fli^ fo profufcly i^ the 
courfe of their quarrel y and at the fame time, his 
holinefs wrote to the.dtike.of ,Brittany, iptreating 
him to undertake theoiBce of mecUator. That 
prince having conimunkated the; pope's letter ta 
both kings, fognd them equally difjpoied tp b^in 
a new negotiation j and the duke of Burgundy was 
overjoyed at the propofal, becaufe, while the war 
continued, he ran fomp rifque from the refentment 
of the Englilh, and could expert no affiftance from 
Charles towards the reduction, of hisrebellipos fuh- 
jefts in Flanders. The duke of Orleans (eized this op-* 
porcunity of offering his mediation in conjuodlion 
withthatoftheduke of Brittany : and renewed his fol- 
licitationsfor leave to confer with that prince atCalais* 
This was granted, notwithftandingtheappofitionof 
the duke of Glouccfter, whp forefaw that Orleans 
would not ad the part of an impartial mediator. Bus 
the cardinal had by this time fuperfeded all the duke's 
intereft in council •, and the members were fo deli* 
reus of peace, that they fccmed to have forgot tha 

vaiflr 
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Vain hopes with which they had been amufcd -by *tC. 143^. 
Orleans, wjieh he perfuaded them to fend ambafla- 
dors to the congrefs at Arras. The two cou|-ts 
therefore appoirrted commiflioners.to adjuft the pre- 
baratpry qonyentions for the cqngrefsi and thefe 
meeting, agreed that a truce was ablblutely necel- 
lary towards the fuccefs of the negotiation^. Henry 
invefted his agents with power to ratify fuch a cef- 
fatipn,: which nowever did not take place. In the 
month of January, Ifabel of Portugal, dutchefs of 
Burgundy, and the cardinal of Winchcfter, con- 
ferred together between Calais and GraveUnes, where 
;hey agreed, that the conferences ihould be opened 
between the two crowns, under the mediation of the 
dukes of Brittany and Ofleaos ; and the plenipo- 
tentiaries^ on each fide were chdfen from the princi- 
})al nobljeniien olt both kingdoms. Thofe of Eng- 
and were furhiflied with inttraftions which plainly 
demonftrated the fincerity of Henry's council ; and 
if the envoys had not been too fcrupolous in con- 
cealing the extent of their relj)eftive powers, in all 
probability, the negotiation would have fucceeded. 
But, they were fo cautious of betraying any part of 
their inftrudions that might give their opponents 
an advantage over them, that the conferences broke 
up before they had an opportunity of coming to a 
right underftanding. Tfaue Englifh did not think 
proper to, advance beyond tbefecond article of their 
inftrii6tionS) which directed them to propoie, that 
Charles ihould poflefs the provinces on the other 
fide of the Loire, on condition of doing homage to , 

Henry-, and the Frehch limited their Conceflions to . 
the pTQppfal made in the conference a^ Arras, iofi- 
porting tjiat their mafter, as fole king of France, 
Iboujd cede Guiehne and Normany to Henry, as 
dependent fiefs of the French kiftg, for which thie 
Englil^i monarc;!), ihould do homage. They ipen- 
tioned thils as an iiiftance iof great condsfcenfion ia 
N?. 40. G g Charla, 
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A, c. 1439. Charles, who had not rifcn in his demands finee 
the congrefs at Arras, although he had lately ex- 
tended his conquefts, and even made himfelf mafter 
of the capital. Pfsace could not poffibly be con- 
cluded while both kings infifted upon thefe terms ; 
for, neither offered to ciede any thing that was in 
his power, though each expeded" that the other 
would diveft himfelf of what he adtually pofleflcd. 
After the ambaifadors had mutually endeavoured 
to difcover how far their powers extended, they 
parted without coming to any deterniination, each 
fide expefting that the other. would* make more 
equitable propofitions. 
Propofais The dukes of Bqrgundy and Orleans were the 
AedSicIf ^"'y perfons who reaped any advantage from this 
Orleans at Conference. The firft was determined to do fome- 
^^^' thing for the relief of his fubjefts in Flanders, Bra- 
bant, Holland, and Zealand, who had fulFered 
grievoufly from the interruption of thieir trade with 
England. He therefore ' employed the good of- 
fices of his dutchefs, who being nearly related to 
king Henry, had feveral* conferences with the car- 
dinal of Winchefter, on pretence of mediating an 
accommodation between the two.crowns ; and nego- 
tiated a commercial truce between England and the 
Rymtt, Low Countries. But, the duke of Orleans was 
ftill a greater gainer Jby the conference ; in confe- 
. quence of which, he obtained his liberty after a 
captivity that lafted five and twenty years. We 
.have already obferved, that the Cardinal had gained 
an afcendancy over the fpirit of the king, who be- 
ing . a weak, timorous prince, was eafily perfuaded 
that the duke of Gloucefter intended to keep him 
in perpetual fervitude 5 ' and that his ambition was 
prejudicial to the intereft of the kingdortil Henry's 
pailions Had been fo artfully prepoflefled againft his 
' uncle, that he conceived an averfion to'his chara^er, 
and conftantly declared, agairift every propofal 
t- - . ^hich 


;: • 


H E N R y VI. 451 

iwhich the dufce made hi cpuntil, Th;9 ifobletnan a. c. i43^ 
had always oppofed the relcafe of the duTce of Or^ 
leans ; not only in deference to the dying reqjqefl of 
his brother, hut alfo, becaufe he was perfuaded that 
in releafing the dgke of Qrleans^ theyihpuld aug* 
ment the enemies of England. Glbuceft€r':S ^po- 
iition was of advantage ^to his propofat of ai)9iiting 
at the congreis. His mediation was accepted *, and 
when the conferences openj^d, he feemed extremely 
zealous for an accommodatipn. By means of the 
.dutcheik of Burgundy he was reconciled to the duke 
her husband ; . and the cardinal, at his return to 
.England, reprefented his conduft in the moil ad- 
vantageous light to the co4i^9cil, obferving, that 
iince he had exerted his utmoft endeavours for the 
benefit of the nation, ht ought not to be a lofer by 
the mifcarriage of ,the treaty. His friends took a. c. i^o^ 
this ppportunity of ad vancing ; the two arguments 
^which have foe^n already mentioned in his behalf; 
.namely, xh^ Hxt divirion between him and, the 
duke of Burgundy inigh^.ir^ive, and beproduc- 
. tive (rf^y^pt^e t^ Engla(xd.> ^nd that his ran- 
Tom wQult^.j^ielp tiG^piVtPWifl^ithe war. They prp- 
pofed, however, thai: iefore his releafc h^ ihould 
take aa oath; to the kin|^* ^d fwear that he would 
lin no fhape fupport th^» i^tef eft of Qharles. :/. 

The duke o,f Gloucefter perceiving that the. coun- Proteft of 
^ .cil was determined to treat with Orleans About his Q^**"g^®^ 
I .. cn^a^gcmenfy .entered a fprg^al proteft to. thq fol- ' "*^^ * 
/'lowing purp^fe-: That, confiding the, .wcakoefs 
pf, Charles, a^ his fon the dauphin^ together with 
^ the capacity, infinuatipn, and influence of the duke 
^of (^cleans, tlicre was the greateft reafon to bejict^ 
..the ftates of France would confer upon hipi the ad- 
. irnniftratjios t)f affairs ; an event, than which no- 
.fjhingcqi^d.bf:^ more prejudicial to England, as that 
f prince was; fojvqU acquainted with the y^^ak parts 
of this gc^ernmeni and kingdom : Tbatu if) ^1 
y ' " Gg 2 , pro^ 


45» HISTORY at ENGLAND, 

4. p. M4^ probabitky , t!he duke of Orleans weuld mediate 
a recx>ncilmtion between Oharles and the dauphin^ 
fo thd^t England would Idffe al} the advantages (he 
might other wife derive from that diffenfion : That 
the duke having already acknowledged Charles for 
his fev^reign, could not take an oath te Henry, 
without laying hirtifelf under the neceflSty of in- 
fringing one Of other of thefe obligations ; knd 
that therefore, he would naturally obferve the firft 
rather than the laft ; which he would always confi- 
der as extorted during his captivity, and which in*- 
deed, he could not ofefei^ve without forfeiting his 
title and tfk^tt : That he ^ould give no fecuriiy to 
which they might have recourfe, in cafe he fliduld 
violate his oath, on pretence of obeying the abiolute 
comwiands of his fovereign : That the reconcilia- 
•■ tion Jately efFefted at Calais between the dukes of 

Orleans and Burguody feemed rather to prefag^ 
an union of their intereftS againft the Englilh, than 
a difenfion which might he ferviceable to hfe ma- 
jcfty : That;, if any of the noblemen who ferved the 
king in France, fliould happen to be taken m the 
coiirfe of the war, four or five of fuch prifoners 
might be exchanged for the duke ofOrkans ; but, 
this advantage would be l^ft By his releafe : That, 
fhould the enlargement of tkat prince ^ccaiion the 
lofs of all the En^lilh conqueiis in France, the people 
would not fail to ^exclakn agsiinft the king's coun- 
:fellorsi' who advifed a meafure by which the king 
had been-deprivedof a)l ^he glory and advantage 
acqitif ed at the price of the hie kirig's life, and of 
the lives of the dukes of Clarence, Bedford, and 
'foch an infinite nurnber of princes, nobles, and geri- 
-tlertien, as had died or- fallen in France, fince the 
-beginning c^-the- dr§)t«e : laftly. That the hte 
'kiiigi wifely forefeelng the danger that wouki arifc 
fioin the releafe of the duke;of<>learis, had in his laft 
i «ioin«ht9 feconwnended the detemfon itfAat prince, 
*i 3 - « * until 
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«jntil a folid peace could be i:creftablifl)6d.- Such W^fC ^i^ >44<n 
the principal articles of the proteft which the duke 
of GJouc^iler made in counctij intfeacing his ma- 
jeily would order it to b^ enroile;d; ;jind thai ^ qopy 
of it, authenticated by the great fealj fhould be de- 
livered into his hands, that it might ierye to ^cqjEkii 
him in any future inquiry. The king; cgmpjie^ 
with his defire in this partic^laf ^ buc^ his pfoifieft 
did not hinder the council from executing fhe re- 
folution they had taken in behalf ef jDhe duke ef 
Orleans. ^ 

The conventions relating to his . enlargement ^i*^^,*^ 
were figiied:and fealed by both parties on ih§ f^- leVafed/^- 
cond day of July ^ anci^^ he obtained Ms liberty on vttyoTS^ 
much eafier conditions than thofe he had ofierdi of and twenty 
his own accord before the congrcfs at Ari^aa, He ^^^^ 
was not obliged to acknt^wledge Henry a» ki^g oi^ 
Fn^ncc •, much , lefs, to deliver the towns hi& -had 
formo-ly oSered as a fecurity for the perfortn^nc(i of 
llis contra&. His word and oath w^e drifted fuf4 ^ 
gcient for the paym«it of his ranfotn } which wa« 
fixed at one hundred and twenty thpufted croWnS. 
He engaged, indeeed^.to pay one half ^f the futif 
before his departure from England, and ^ive . thfe 
obrig|atk)R$ of the dauphin, the duke of Bretdgtie, - a 

and fome other princes, for the rtttiainder, tQ be 
remitted after his releafe. He likewife underto^ 
to deliver into the hands of his majd^y, .letters pa- 
tent of king Charles, authoriGng this agreement r 
and promifing to hold the duke of Oileanis a9 in'^ 
famous, ihould he violate his engagemei!i!r:s. Beifbte 
he quitted fengland, however, he declared to ^ 
Council, that he could not polTibly raife the firft 
moiety of hia ranfom, unlefs they would permit hkn 
to vifit his eftate in France *, and h€ Was indulged 
with leave to abient himfelf for a whole year on that, 
accoiint. Yet, in order to dazzle the fcyeS of the ^a. Puii. 
public^ which could not, without muirmurkitg^ be-* 

G g 3 hold 
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A.€. J44e. jiold the injunftion of the late king fo palpably ne* 
gleded, Henry declared, by a public aft, that in 
fetting the duke of Orleans at liberty, he did not 
intend to contradict the will of his father ; and, 
tbat his fole view was to haften the conclufion of 
a ][ieace. For this purpofe, a new convention was 
made with the duke ; in which it was ftipulated, 
that he fllould exert his utmoft endeavours to effeft 
an accommodation between the two erowns ; and 
in cafe of fuccefs, he (hould he acquitted c^ his 
whole ranfom \ but, fliould his efforts mifcarry, he 
, promifed to^ return to his captivity in England. 
This agreement was entirely calculated for the fa- 
t!sfilL6tion of the people, without any. intention of 
• ' performance. The duke taking leave of England, 
was conduced to Gravelines, where he renewed his 
oath for the performance of his engagements ; and, 
on the twelfth day of November was met by the 
duke of Burgundy, whofe niece, Margaret of Cleves, 
he married at St. Omer, according to a late agree- 
ment between him and Philip, when the dutcheft 
of Burgiandy became refponfible to the king of 
England for the dauphin's obligation, to p^y 
thifty thoufand crowns of the ranfom. 
|>ag«eff The duke of Brittany ftill pretended to obferve 
pfrJIJJ^ce" * neutrality, although the fuccours which his bro- 
againft fhcr thc conftable brought, from time to time, into 
paiUs. jhg army of Charles, could not be levied in his 
country, without his confent and connivance. , At 
another jun^ure, the Englifli would have refent- 
ed this coUufion ; but confidering the prcfent pof- 
ture of their affairs, they feemed contented with the 
duke's fdrbearing to declare openly in favour of 
thdr. enemies. Neverthelefs, as the Englifh and 
Bretons molefted one another by fea, and inter- 
rupted tradp, to the mutual prejudice of both na- 
tions J the king and duke found it ; convenient to 
ppiiclijdc a treaty, by which they mutually engaged 
■ ^' ' ' ' ' ^ ' to 
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to Mndcr all armaments from bJeing equipped m^»^-'44<'* 
their harboursv with a ^^iew to injure the fub- 
jeifts of each other. The earl of Warwick, who 
had fuperfeded the duke of York as regent of 
France, dying in the courfe of this year, the duke 
refumed that office 5 and had he been properly fup- 
ported, might have reftored the affairs of England 
to their former luftre ; for, at this period, the 
dauphin- a^d all the princes of the blood, except 
the duke of Burgundy, and the count D'Eu, en- 
gaged in a league to depofe Charles, and raife his 
fon to the throne. Luckily for the French king, 
they numbered La Tremouille among their aflb- 
ciates ; and, as the 'conftable mortally hated that 
nobleman, he the more warmly cfpoiifed the caufe 
of Charles ; and fupported him fo powerfully, that 
he was in a condition to maintain his royalty againfl: 
all the confederates. This civil war, known by 
the name of La Prag'uerie, was fo ill conduced by 
them, that in a litcle time, they were obliged to* 
implore the kinrg's mercy. While this infurreftion 
1 continued; theEnglifh did not attempt to ftrike 
any ftroke of importance, contenting themfelves ^ 
with a. few flight incurfions into the neighbourhood 
of Paris, to which Charles returned after the ter- 
inlnation of the civil war. '- 

The dutchefs of Burgundy having employed all who i^fie- 
hcr intereft in perfuading the two kings to fenew f^e*"pon, 
the conferences for a peace, they were at length toifc 
pevailed -upon to appoint plenipotentiaries for that 
purpofe i Sc. Omer was the place pitched upon for 
thicongrefs; and, the duke of Orleans choien as 
one of the mediators. This conference proved as a. c, 144U 
inef{e£h3al as the forpier. The count de Vendome, 
chief of the French embafly, refufed to treat with 
the Engiifli envoys, 'on pretence of their being his. 
inferiors in rank and quality ;' though they were 
kotbl peers of; England, Jiamety^ die bifhop ,of Ro^ 

G g 4 chefter. 
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A^c »44x. cheflfer* tod the lord Fanhop. In tl» reJgA of 
Henry V. the French did not take fuch^ exccptiofts. 
Tbey were then, gkd to confer with finB^te) dofiofs 
of the btw, properly authorifed. During thi»nego- 
titlMm Charles affembkd an army, with which h6 
invcfted Creil on the river Oyfc, which cslpitela^icd 
aboet the end of April His next enterpr ize wasr 
' the fiege of Pontoife, which he u«dert<iok with: 
twelve thoufand men^ in the beginning of J »ly. 
Thfi dauphin and all the beft generals - in France 
were prefem wppn this ppcafionj and the atfacfca 
w,ere carried on with exttlw>rdinary valow., The 
garrifoft defended thcmfelv^s with equid prowefe ^ 
a«d, TaVbot farcing one of'^^he French quarters, 
introduced a convoy, which \infpired them with 
ftefli courage ; fo that the befiegfcxsmade but flow 
progrefe. Notwithftanding all thenh^t^ and vr* 
giiince agftinft the attempts of fucH< a fohQjidabk 
warrior, he found means. at three cMfFerentrSP^* 
to fuccour the befieged ; but, Ch^tiles ftil} qbiS^'* 
nately perfifted in his. refolution to tatoe die place 
wbiqh. be had befieged at the requeft of jAx Pari- 
fians, whd defrayed the whole expence. of the en* 
ttrprize. At lengith^ the duke of York having 
received, a finallin^infojcement fyomt £i^;bnid^ 
which raifed jhe number, of htsi trodp$f , t«r eig|B:ir. 
th^ufi^d; he approac3iedPantoi[fe,.and^&otr.a>hdrald 
with^^a me^^e: to the king,, challengiit^ him tori 
little. Chades repUe^i. that he did noe . iifteend toi 
regulates hii conduct: according to the defireaof bkr 
encmy^ The rivcir Qyfe ran beutwecrt thd:)li«o 
arar^^^ and the bridge was guarded^b^- a detach^' 
. inent,of ar thoufand men ; fo that^hi5<aQmihued the) 
fiege H lijfHfe,*. without any appneheniiori of bsAnff 
aitticlQBd; The doke of .York,, howiewer, tfamfr* 
pojjtftd fiMe or. fix hundred men by nif^t;. in bonm 
made of tanned leather: this detachment falling: 
luddenly upoct the gitard of the bridgiy put thenn 

. ' all 
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att toi ihc fNwrd^ artdoperwdtthepal&gc'ibrAefieft^ A;q*a44i*»i 
of tbe £ng}i&. drtny ^ Cbark^wa^^feieddnvihfaciv 
cen^mtdtkdfi »t this mifouref^h. Waott, <thatihq. 
fordftwkh itaifed the fiegff, <sddi retired >.. under tbe- 
caianoo of J^iS. Tio&tberlhe was. ft)Uoi««d (by cisff' 
duke of. York, wfao^agdm xhalbngid bhh JAibdt-^ 
tie; bat* M zeBMd to qpitMs poft;. and tk(e ^r, 
gpnt riftspeated^ dftcr bafirin^ falligsd ifie : abJDfsy o£ 
Poifll, aitd (he ne'tghfaoMhdod; . Thcr; pmcipitsm' 
rttseat from PoQjQoifa^ befom aa amjr rhiidiflrfi' 
nUmeix)U8 th^iai bts-ionvny pnxlbc3ed gceoci cfaoiioaKi! 
agxmft Chorlesi $ wHofe r^tatiba inffttiBd ta^ Jbdx 
a degree;,' thafiiKm fridods gave hioi te< undrpftamti* 
it wouM be tbbiSeddfie]^ iieoefiktjr to ce^eftdUids ki»' 
cbara^er b]r fcsne fignd! cnpknL Thns^ Mufdd^ ht' 
inacched backtoFdmoafe,. wbsn he v^as leaft est-:*' 
pei5led, r8CQdMnenGed.tbe.iie^, npJKk^h he' camried: 
on wit& farprtfhig^ vigonr ;. and at tengtk^ taok^ 
the place: by^ af&ufa:, he himfelfi mocimuig thrbreaidEL 
among, the fbvemofl, arid: figfaiaiig. handocyhaKA 
wiriithe hraveff of the dtftndertt. Tbitf avcsfaievtu 
ment imirelff efficoed the bad im^efiions: his> nireaft' 
had made,< and ccnrnootfd hist fbbfcfts, that his 
averfioii^to military €|3cratkffls was nw ctwkig w 
want of per&nal courage;, bnt the eSe& of an ia^ 
dalent diipofitba, whkh he couidrnoc hel^ hMdnlg-* 
ing. Soahe tiime after this: eacpleity fae nsatced^ die 
town of Eyreuai, by means of a fiflieitman, wtlo^ 
introduced ar body of Fpenohr foius fuffi'cient id 6X!^ HiiUde ck. 
pel the Engliih gserrKba. - ^"^ 

Durmg thefe tran&dtionsr in' Finance, tint caiwlinal Profccotian 
of Wbrchcffcr, not* contented with hsit^iftg rtiiwrd: SS^j^JJ^^J 
the interefb of the doke of Gtouceftei^ in^ tSt- dMfi- oionustv. 
cilvCOaccEttdtfehemeragainft ohe Jifcf of dkittpfblti^* 
by endeavouring to fia upoln him the itxlputatJm o# 
hig^ tr^a&n. H4 hope4 that the Deleft ^ ^e^ ^ 
]»^y and tike repo^tea flights he bad fuftained-ff^itt- 

the amici]> would bam provoked a^ ttan iKf h^ 

warm 
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A^c..M4r<wannCompier toiufe (binr^qrpreffions that inig^t - 
be conftnied to hispreji^diee; )and he introduced 
fpiesitnto his family, in cvder to watch his con- > 
vtr&tioa. ^utdiediike^ with all his imperfedtions 
was too warciily attached to ^ Jus fovereign, to fur- 
iiifli'the.lcaft:.handk tif this fort againftihimfelf ; 
and, the cardiaal was €»bliged to change his battery. 
Being p^eftly weUiaifcp^nted with the weaknefs, 
pride, andi sonhidodof: Humphrey's dutchefs, he 
cfirefted his agents to obllerve her conduft ; and 
they perceived that (he ^ m^mained a: fecret corref- 
pondence with a^ prteft . called Roger Bolinbroke, 
who pretended to underftaod ndgrbmancy, and^a . 
woman, who dealt in love-powders and kicahcations. 
Sir J6hn Hmne another < prieft, and one Wdodhame, 
who ai6bed as the can£aars.emiflairies, found means 
to infinuatie tbemfelves into this cabal ; and made 
fuch ireporta of their eommunicadpn as were judged 
fufficknt grounds for: granting a warrant againft; 
Bolinbfoke ; who was no fooner committed to pri- 
fon, ' fihan the dutchels retired, to the fanAuary of 
Weftminfter. The refr of the accomplices being 
feiaoed and examined, a procefs was formed againfb 
her, for having pradtifed forcery againft the life of * 
the kingv by making an image in ;wax to refemble 
his xn^eAy^Md melting it gradually before the fire, 
in hapt th^^ >as this confumed, the king's confti- 
tution would decay. The dutchefs being perfuaded ^ 
to quit the fani^uary, was confronted with Bolin- 
broke, who denied there was any intention to 
. ' deal with.'the devil, or. injure his majefty^ and ail 
that the .dutchefs confefled was, her having con- 
r fqited; th^fh accomplices about, giving a love^potion 
tQ her biiii^aiid) to prevent^ the alienation of his 
^^oh. Htime and . Woodhame infilled on the 
ciroin^li^ce of the image;, and, the. arcbt:»ih6ps 
of Cantedbuiry and York, the cardinad of f. Win- 
q^eiber^ ;mi the .bifliop of Saliiburyv vwho .Wimuaph ; 
;i i..' pointed 
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pmnted to inquire into this myfterious afiair^ made ^'^» h^* 
a peport fo unfavourable for the dutchels, that a : 
eourt, contUling of the earls of Huntingdon, Staf- 
ford, Suffolk* and Northumberland, was eredted to ^ 
try her for high-treafon. After haviirg examined 
all the evidence, they referred the matter to theec- 
clefiaftical court ^ by which fhe was fentenced to do 
public penance for three days fucceffively^ by walk* 
ing barefoot and bareheaded, with • a wax taper in 
her hand, through the ftreet$ of London to St« 
Paul's church ; and then to be commjcted to prifon 
for life, to the cuftody of Sir Thomas Stanley. A 
fentence which was literally executed ; the enemies 
of Gloucefter hoping, that this public dilgrace 
would eithier ruin his popularity, or provoke htm 
to take fome defperate meafures againft the govern- 
ment: but, they were difappointed in their ex- 
pe<5lation. The duke was an enthufiaft in loyalty, . 
and bore his wrongs with the utmoft refignation ^ : 
and the difgrace of his wife, inftead of bringing 
him int6 contempt with the people, fcrved only 
to incenfe them againft his adverfaries. 

Ever fince the duke*s credit declined in the coun- ^ ''**** 
oil, the war in France feemed almoft utterly neg- manJiesto 
lefted •, and every favourable opportunity of re- ^^^^^ 
trieving the Englifh conquefts was overlooked>^ Ihi- - 
mediately after the reduftion of Pontoife, the princes 
of France engaged in a new league againft Charles ; 
and this aflbciation was headed by the duke of Or* 
leans, who had been incenfed at the cold reception 
he met with from the king, after a captivitv of 
five and twenty years, incurred in the defence of 
his fovereign, during which, he had done important 
fervices to his country. This confederacy would 
have been much more dangerous than the former, 
if the king had not prudently detached the duke; 
from it by confiderable conceflions i and the defec- 
tion of this prince broke the meafures of the af- 
5 fociatesy 
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^- ** m4«* fotwtes, who btd reteoarfe again to the king's cfe- 
mtncji .This &orm being overblown, Chatlcs af- 
fetnb^damimerotis arniy to rdiefx Tai|as^ a town 
of Gdiense, belonging to the houfe tff Albret ; 
vrbicfa was befieged by the earl of Huntingdon. 
The gwrifon haring made a gallant defence till the 
mbneti of January, .at length capitolaied, on c^- 
diciOn^ that the plac^ fhourld be depofited in the 
hands of two noblemen in that country, to be de- 
lisftrcd'to the Englifli, if not rcKeVed by the twenty- 
fourth, day of Jimc. Charles having time enough 
to make preparations, pafied the winter in Poidou, 
where he muftered a very numerous army j to which 

A. c. 1442. all the nobkfiien of the kingdom rrfor^d. In the 
Tpririg^ he began, his march to Lifnog|6s, ftqm 
whence he advanced to Montaubtn -, and then took 
the rootet to Tholoufe, where he Aimmoned the 
c0UfM:9 df Atmagnac and Comniihges to appear be- 
foie the jpdrhament of that city, and anf^er to the 
charge of Margareft, wife to the latter ; whom they 
' had detained two and twenty years priP)ner in a 
caftle, becaufe fhe refufed to bequeath to her huf- 
bflmd the oounty of CommiOges, which was her 
own patrimony. She had married Matthew de 
Gfailly, brother of John count de Foix ; by whom 
Ihe had one daughter, of an infirm conftitution. 
The father fuppofing^ that the life of this child 
would ndtbe of long duration, prefTedthe countefs 
to declare him heir to his own daughter ; but Ihe 
refilled ail his foHicitations. Her refufal produced 
a quarrel and reparation. The huiband agreed to 
a p^titidn of her territoricJs with the count d*Ar- 
magnac^ who attacked, defeated, aud took the 
cdt»i«ef&^^prifonen ■ During her confinementy how- 
ever^ (he found means to make a will in favour of 
her daughter -, znd, in cafe of her death, bequeath- 
ing her county of Commingcs to Charks VII. 
king of France. The daughter dying in a little 
. - time 
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time aftep this will was executed ^ and Oiarle^ ix-- ^^ ^- ^44*« 
ing informed of the claufe in his favour, he re^ 
folded to fet the counted at liberty, agd obtain 
her coHfirmation of the will. It was for thU pur^ A^^aM^ 
pofe that he fummened her hufband and the count 
de Armagnac to Tholoi^ ^ whither this liaft wai 
obliged to bring the old councefs now tuni^d of 
foiirfcore: She was immedlati^ly fet at' liberty ^ and 
het will being confirmed by 4 decree of the parlia<» 
ment, Charles took poffeffion -^f the county of 
Commihges. The count of Armagnac ' #as not 
only, obliged to part with his acquilition ^ but^ 
evien forbid to exercife the rigtits of regality within 
bis own territories. He looked upon diis ftverity 
as a very ungrateful requital for 'alt the ferviees 
which his faniily had done t& the crawa <tf> France $ 
and refolved to take the fifft oppbrturitty pf re*- 
venging himielf upon Charles. In thefe fentinopeots, 
he lent an^affadors to demand the protedton of 
Henry, and offer one of his daughteips in marriage 
to that monarch. His propdfal beiing examined in 
council, was^ accepted. The king fbirthwith a(>potne^ 
ed ambafiadbrs to regulate the conditions of die 
nnatch^ and conclude the alHimce. Meftn while a^. p^a^ 
Charles approachingTartas, the EngKfli Ulid^r Hun- 
tingdon finding themfeives in no condition to j^ve 
battle to fiich a numierous army, retired; and the 
•place was reftored to the lord of Albret, acc-ordiilg to 
the capitulation. The Engtiibcouhcil-was not igno- 
rant of the French king*i preparations for this ex« 
pedition ; but they took no fteps to o^ofe hts de- 
fign; and feemed iiitirely to riegleS thedrfence of 
Guienhe, which was now upon the point of being 
withdrawn frdm the domihlon^of Engtand. Cbartes 
made himfelf maftcr of St. Sever j invefted Ais, 
which furrcndered after a fiege of feVein D^ks 5 La 
Reole wa^ taken by ftorm ; Marmande felt into the 
hands of the French \ and Chstf 1^ «^r tb(fe coa- 
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A.C. 1442* quefts' retired to Tholouie, where he fpent the win- 

' ten 

Talbot . At length the Englifli feemed to wake fr6;n^ their 

^S^o£ infatuation, ^nd refolved to make a divcFfion at the 

i%pew Other oul. of the kingdom. Five thoufand men 

being levii^ in England,, the command of them 

^ was given to Talbot, lately created earl of Shrewf- 

bury, who, landing in Normandy^ loon con)pelled 

the Baitard' of Orleans to quit the field. : While 

'the earl befieged the caftle of Couches, the other, 

who was lately honoured with the title of count de 

Dunois^' endeavoured to . make a diverfion, by in* 

vefting Galardon ; but Couches being taken in a 

few days, he did not think proper to wait for the 

EngUih, who. advanced to give him battle^ When 

Dunois redced, the earl of Shrewibury marched to 

Dieppe, :(he rtioft important place which the French 

king poffiiii^d in Normandy *, and as he had not a 

fufficienc number of troops to carry on\the fiege in 

formv he look by affault the fort of Charles -Mefnil, 

jQtuated^jon. the mountain of Polet, fo as to coija- 

mand.livt ftvwues of the town : and as the mont$ 

of NoHBinber was already well advanced, he re- 

^ \ folved to block up t;he tpwn during the winter. 

. With > this view he enlarged the fort he had taken, 

repaired, the works, raifed his batteries, and leaving 

' the condud of the fiege to his natural (on, returned 

to Eh^Uuid, to foUicit a more confiderable rein- 

™^ ^^* fbrcemcM, This he had little reafon m expeidb wi^h 

-that .prompcityde which the nature of the fervice 

required: be> found the king and council intirely 

under the management of the cardinal, who had 

-ftarved t4ie Englifli int^ejQ: in France, and whole 

.pride, iofojafice,-. and* aml^ition, had by this time 

. rendered.him pdipus" to the whole nadon. 

GWfte/^' '^^* l^iWic clamour was fo loud againft this 

impeitches , meddling palate, as a furious perfecutor of all thofe 

?f wfncblf- vlio^oppofed^^f hg pop?'8 ufurpation, that the duke 

ter. ^ . of 
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of Gloucefter ventured to impeach hiqi before the ^^.144*, 
fcouncil,' in fourteien articles, importing. That h^ 
had accepted the dignity; of cirdinai contrary fo the . 
order of the late king,*aiid to the prejudice. of: the 
hietrOpolitan church of Canterbury : That, in pro- 
curing a buU/rom the pope^ to'fecure him ip pof- 
feffion of the bifhopric of Winchefter, after he had 
jFoffeited his right to that- fee, hehadafted coi^trary 
to the hvf^ of the kingdom, and in particular to 
the Itiatute of Premuhire : That, in coniundlion with 
John Kemp archbifliofj of York, he had engrofled 
the governitterit of the king's perfon, without legal 
authority : That he had defrauded the. king, of 
Ws ie'wels : That, while chancellor of the realm, 
lie had fealed \an order for.releafing the. king of 
Scotland; and another fpr remitting the ranfon^i of * ' '»'- 
that prince, on condition that he fhould.efpouie his 
niece : That he had deprived the king of his reve- 
nues, in receiving for his oyrn ufe the cuftom for 
wool iii the port cif Southampton : That he had 
prefumed to iummon perfons before him, to the 
prejudice of the rights of the crown and the royal 
authority : That he had obtained froni Rome an 
exemption froni taxes, in favour of his diocefe, to 
the prejudice of his niajefty, thereby fetting a per- 
nicious e)f ample to other prelates : That. he had 
t)eeh the iriftrunient for reconciling the duke of 
Burgundy with king Charles and the duke of Or- 
leans, to the manifeft difadvantage of England : 
That, while, he a6i:ed as ambafiador and plenipo- 
tentiary for negotiating a peace, he had fcnt the 
^rchbiftiop of York to perfua^e his majefty to re- 
nounce his title to the crown of France, to the 
difgrace of the king and his Uluftrious, anceftors : 
That the enlargement of the duke of Orleans , had 
been procured by his intrigues and thofe of the 
^tiuke of York, againft the exprefs injunftioa of 
the htf king :' That in the ftation of chancelipr^ 
'' he 
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A.e. r44s. })^ hitnfelf had purchafed lands of the king, inftead 
ef preventing fuch alienations, according to the 
diitybf his office: Thar, in granting commiffiow 
in the army to none but his own creatures, he had 
been dieoccafion of all the lolles fuftained in Fraace ; 
And that he had fold commiQioos tp perjons wx^ 
qualified for the ifervice. Thefe articleis were wad 
incopncil; but, as all the members were devoted 
to the cardinal, they admitted the a(% pf amnefty 
which had been pa^ in favour of that prekte« to 
whojn the king granted a new pardon^ The car- 
dinal ^as by this time in full pofTeffion of the court 
and council. He had introduced theejarl of Suf* 
folk into the fervice of Henry, who conceived fuch 
^n af{b£tion for that ndbleman, that he wa3 entirely 
Aa. Pub. &q}(}ed by his diredjon. , This favourite ^-eprefeoted 
Wihchemr as the fubjed upon who(e parts and 
fidelity his chief dependence ought to be placed j 
^nd John Kemp archbilhop of York fecorided his 
fccommcndation. Not contented with extoUipg 
the charafter of the cardinal, they took all oppor** 
tunities of reviling Gloucefter, whom they painted 
as a very dangerous nobleman, who had defigns 
tipbn the crown, ahd who .endeavoured to engage his 
majefty in fjlfe meafufeSj by which he might incu|: 
the h^tfcd'^nd contenipt bf his fubje<9». The king^ 
who was equally d^ftitute df fpirit and penetration, 
beMeved thefe fuggeftion§ : ana the duke's impatient 
temper fcemed to confirm their accufaticKis ^ for be 
coufd ix)t endure the dkily mordfications to which 
^e* was expofed, without exprefling his refentment* 
add even denouncing vengeance ag^nft his adver- 
faries.' ^ - 
w'iith ^^^^ beginning of the year, a fecret negotif- 
the duke of tJon wa? broyght upori the carpqt between Henry 
Burgundy, and Ac dukc of BurgU/idy, who, defpairing of a 
^neral accommodariori,' refolved to extricate hinv- 
•fclF irom^ a ruinous 'war, by means of a particular 

truce 
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truce with England. This he was the rather dif- ^•^- ^^^ 
pofed to conclude, as he had reafons to be difiatisfied 
with Charles ; to believe the reconciliation was al- 
together political on the fide of the French king 5 
and that fo ibon as his affairs (hould be re-eftabli(hed, 
his former animofity would be revived. He there- 
fore thought he ihould a£fc againfl: his own' intereil: 
in affifting him to finifh a war, the fuccefs of which 
might render him too powerful ; and he veiled his 
dutchefs with full power, to conclude a general 
truce for all his dominions with the king of Eng- 
land. That which was already made, related only 
to the. commerce between the Low Countries and 
that kingdom ; but this which the dutchefs con* 
eluded in April, comprehended Burgundy and all 
the duke's territories in general, to continue in force 
until one of the parties ihould renounce the en- 
gagement ; in which cafe, he ihould give notice of 
his incentioQ three months before the aduai rupture. 
The blockade of Dieppe had now continued eight Moaftrckt^ 
months, during which no fuccours arrived from 
England ; and Charles refolving to relieve th& place 
before the arrival of the expcfted reinforcement, 
the dauphin carneftly follicited the command of this 
expedition* It was not without reludtance that his 
father complied with his requeft. He dreaded the 
turbulent difpofuion of that young prince ; and 
was afraid of trufting him with a body qf forces, 
at the head of which he might renew his rebellious 
meafures. Thele confiderations, however, yielded 
to the neceffity of relieving Dieppe, which was now . 
reduced to extremity, The dauphin began his 
march from Guienne with four thoufand horfe 5 and 
perceiving that the fort of Charles- Mefnil, poiTeflfed 
by the Englilh, was impregnable from the (ide of 
the country, he threw himfelf into the place in fpite 
of all their oppofition. Without giving them time The dau- 
to recollcft themfclvcs, he, made a ially with all his ^V«^^«f 
. N''.40. Hh forces s Dieppe, J 
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A. c. 1443, forces } and attacking it on the fide of the town, 
was repulfed in three fucceffive affaults: in the 
fourth, hov/ever, he carried the place fwdrd in hand ; 
and the Englifli, finding themfelves thus difabled 
from continuing the blockade, retired in good order, * 
John duke of Somerfet arrived from England in 
about five days after their retreat, and brought 
a reinforcement of five thoufand men, which, had 
it landed fooner, might have prevented the dad- 
phin*s fuccefs : but the blockade being faifed, alf 
he could do was to ravage part of the country, and; 
reduce fome inconfidcrable caftles. 
Jf^A^a^. While the dauphin gathered laurels in Normaridy ,' 
naciscjc- the count d'Armagnac affembled a body of forces, 
thrhand^of *^^ retook part of the county of Comminges, 
the French which he had loft by the award of .the parlianient 
^"^- of Tholoufe ', and Charles, who was immerfed in 
voluptuous plcafures at Tours, could not be pre- 
vailed upon to relinquifh his eafe, and check the 
progrefs of this new enemy. He referved the glory 
of this expedition for the dauphin, who, ar his re- 
turn from Normandy, undertook it without hefita- 
(ion. At his approach the count found himfelf 
abandoned by all his friends ; nor did the Englifjh 
take the leaft ftep for fupporting his intereft, al« 
though their king was contraded to his daughter*. 
The dauphin therefore riiet with very little oppo- 
fition in reducing Rouvergtie, and all the domi* 
' nions of the count, except the little town of Lifle 
in Jpurdain, which was for a long time beficg^d in 
vain. At length the dauphin, defpairing of being 
able to reduce it by force, invited the count to a 
conference, on the faith of a fafe-cohdu£t, and fent 
him to the king, who detained him without fcruple ; 
though, after a confinement of two years, he was 
releafed and reftored to the pofleflion of his terri- 
tories, at the intercelfion of the kings of Caftile and 
Navarre, His misfortune^ however, ' interrupted 
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the negodation about the match between the king *'^- *443r 
tf England^ and his daughter, Which was never 
refumed in the /equeh 

France and England were by this time equally a 0,^1444. 
tired of a pemicioua war, which had raged for xo'J^r/' *' 
thhrty years without interruption. The princes and 
grandees: of France were quite dtiheartened by the 
fatigues and lofies they had fuftained ; the country^ 
and towns were defertcd j and the kingdom, tho* • . 
formerly populous, could no longer furnifh foldier^ 
for the fervicc : the duke of Orleans, in purfuance 
of his cngagcinehts, continually foHidted Charles 
to liften to terms of accommodation ; the duke of 
Burgundy prefled him oil the fan^ fubje^):*, and 
all the people ardently wiihed for an end to the 
calamities of war. England was no leis defirou^ 
of peace : all the money of the kingdom was funk 
in the bonomlefs gulph of this war, from whence 
it nerer could be retrieved* The king Was natu- 
rally pacific ', and His cciuncil, chiefly compofed of 
ecclefiaftics^ plainly perceived that ti;^ continuation 
of an unfuccefsful war mull render them odious to 
the people, who generally impute every mifcarriage 
to the mifconduft of the adminiftration. The duke 
of Gloucefter alone was of opinion that they ought 
to make frefli efiorts, to reap the advantage of the 
Frendh king's weaknefs, and the feparate truce 
lately concluckd with the duke of Burgundy -, but 
his opinion was of no weight with a council made 
up of bis profelTed enemies. The two kings at 
length agreed toa congrefs : and the Englifh miniftry 
was fo tame as to content to its being held at Tours^ 
where Charles refided, as if they had gone to his 
tourt to beg an accommodatin. The earl of Suf« 
folk was appointed chief of the embafiy 4 and, as 
his power reached even farther than a treaty with 
France^ he was furniflied with an ailthenttc order 
1^ council^ direding him to execute every point 
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A.C. ^44. q{ his inftruftions. The conferences being opened, 
faveral propoficions were ftarted on both (ides, on 
the fubjeft of a general peace ; but as they were 
mutually rejefted, the whole refult of the negocia- 
tion was a truce for about two years between the 
two crowns ; and, in the courfe of the fame year, 
Rymcr. another for feven years was concluded at Edin- 
burgh between England and Scotland. 
Match be- xhis affair being terminated, the earl of Suf- 
l^fnd Mar- folk procceded to execute the other part of his 
prctofAii- commiflion. He propofed a match between the 
king his mafter, and Margaret of Anjou, daugh- 
ter of Rene, who, fitice the death of his elder bro- 
ther Lewis, had affumed the title of king of Si- 
cily. She was a princefs of great beauty, fpirit, 
penetration, and fortitude -, and extremely well cal- 
culated for anfwering the expe&ation of Sufiblk, 
who had already prepofleffed Henry in her favour, 
in hope of engaging her in the cabal againft the 
popular duke of Gloucefter. Though the propo- 
fal was extremely agreeable to France^ Charles, 
who knew the impatience of Henry and his coun- 
cil, managed th^ treaty with fuch addrefs, that 
the earl of Suffolk, infbead of demanding a dower 
with Margaret, promiied, in the name of his mafter, 
that the whole province of Maine fliould be ceded 
to her uncle Charles of Anjou. The articles of 
the marriage being adjufted, the earl returned to 
England to lay his tranfaftions before the miniflcy, 
that they might be approved and confirmed by the 
icing and council. The duke of Gloucefter, who 
J30W for the firft time underftood the nature of the 
treaty, vehemently oppofed it with two reafons, 
which indeed were unanfwerable. He obferved that 
the king was already engaged in a contract of map* 
Tiagc with the daughter of the count of Armag* 
tiac, which he could not renounce with any re* 
gard tp honour and good faith y and that. Maine, 

being 
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being the bulwark of Normandy, could not be^'^^'^J^v 
ceded without expofing that whole province ro the 
moft imminent danger. This, like all his other 
rembnftrances, was neglefted, and the earl of Suf- 
folk empowered to efpoufe the princefs Margaret, • 
as Henry's proxy. That weak prince was fo well 
pleafed with this prepofterous alliance, that, in 
loken of his fatisfaftion, he created the earl mar- 
quis of Suffolk ; John Holland earl of Huntingdon 
was promoted to the dukedom of Exeter •, Hum- 
phrey ^carl of Strafford was honoured with the title 
of duke of Buckingham ; and that of duke of 
Warwick beftowcd upon Henry, fon of the late 
carl, who had been regent in France. The nup- 
tials were folemhized in the city of Tpurs, in pre- 
fence of king Charles and all his court, with fuch 
magnificence as but ill agreed with the poverty of 
the bride, and the low circumftances of both na- 
tions. This ceremony was performed in Novem- 
ber ; and in fpring the hew queen fet out for Eng- 
land, accompanied by an honourable train of Eng- 
lifh ladies, who repaired to France for that pur- . 
pofe. On the eighteenth day of April flie landed 
at Portchefter, and was re -married in the priory of 
Southwark ; from thence Ihe proceeded to London,; 
and, on the thirtieth day of May was crowned in 
Weftminfter- Abbey. She at once gained the afcen- 
dency over Henry's fpirit-, and entered into a clofe 
correfpondence and intimate affociation with the 
mafquis of SuSblk, the cardinal of Winchefter, 
and the archbilhop of York •, a confederacy ce- 
mented by their mutual intereft againft the duke of 
Gloucefter, whom they confidered as their common ch!w?wyr 
'enemy. . «ceftre. ^ 

The parliament had met before Margaret'^ iar- Tmce with 
rival ; and, after her coronation, the marquis of Jj^*"^^^ ^'"^ 
Suffolk made a fpeech to both houfcs, expatiating 
upon the advantages of this alliance, as well as up- 
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A. a J4i5» on his own (ervlces, both in the cabinet and in the 
field; but in particular he held forth upon the con- 
duft, prudence, and addrefs, with which he had ad-, 
jufted the articles of this laft treaty, which would 
be attended with peace and fatisfaftion to the whole 
nation. The parliament took his own word for 
the importance of his fervices, approved his mar 
nagement ; and out of two fifteenths, which they 
ranted for the occafions of the ftaiDe, allotted one 
alf to this nobleman, to defray the fcxpence of 
bringing over the princefs. The reft of the year 
was employed in negotiations for renewing the con-r 
ferences, and facilitating an interview between th^ 
two kings, which they imagined wouW contribute 
more than any other mcafure, towards a folid paci- 
fication. Accordingly the minifters of the two 
crowns agreed that their fovereigns fhould meet in 
fome part of France ; and that, for this purpofe, 
Henry (hould crofs the fea to Calais, that he might 
be at hand to repair to the .place appointed : but 
feveral difficulties being darted about the place of 
meeting, the interview was poftponed ; and, ip the 
interim, both fides confentcd to a prolongation of 
the truce. In the coprfe of this year, Henry Chi- 
chely archbiflhop of Canterbury dying, after he hacj 
poflcfled that fee for thirty years, was fucceeded by 
John Stafibrd^ bifhop of Bath and Wells, whofe 
promotion was owing to the in^;ereft of the car • 
dinal. 
A. c. 1446. The dulce of York having no further bufinefs 
Thedukeof in Fraucc, returned to England, where he met with 
S!!!"k^I a very favourable reception at court 5 and the king 

impeached . f ^ i ■ % ^ \ i? ' 

keforethe in tokcn ot his approbation, granted a patent, by 
ttw^. which he was continued five years longer in the re- 
gency of France. The queen and her cabal being 
now fufficicntly eftabliflied in their authority, and 
having nothing to fear from a parliament devoted 
IP ;helr will, began to devife mcs^fures for ruining 
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the duke of Gloucefter, whofe popularity was very ^ ^- ■44^* 
formidable, aad who, fljould he ever afcend the 
throne, of which he was prefumptive heir, would 
undoubtedly call them to account for their conduft. 
The queen, who was a princefs of a very imperious 
and vjndiftive difpofition, refented the duke*s .oppo* 
fition to her marriage with a degree of virulence 
which all his fubmiffion and profeffion of regard 
could not afluagc. Their firft ftep towards his dc- 
iftruftion was a ridiculous impeachment, in confe- 
quence of which, he was removed from the coun- 
cil ; though he juftified his conduft in fuch a man- . 
ner, that even his enemies were obliged, to acquit 
him of the crime laid to his charge. The popu-, 
lace, among whom he had acquired the epithet of , 

the good duke of Gloucefter, efpoufed his caufe 
with fuch warmth, that nothing was heard in Lon- 
don hut execrations againft the miniftry, and fuch 
menaces, as plainly demonftrated that it would be 
impoffible for the cabal to take away his life, under 
colour of law, without runhing the rifle of feme 
dangerous convulfion in the ft ate : they therefore 
determined to accufe him publicly of fome crime, 
that would furniQi them with a pretext for confin- 
ing him to clofe prifon, where he might be pri- 
vately difpatched without noife or commotion. For 
this purpofe, they convoked a parliament to meet 
in Febi:uary at St. Edmundsbury -, and in the 
mean time afFefted to carefs the duke of Gloucefter 
in fuch a manner as was moft likely to aroufe his 
lufpicion, and intimidate him from appearing at 
that aflembly ; in which cafe, they would have had ' 
fome reafon to put him under arreft. In order to 
corroborate this fufpicion, they employed emiflarles 
to caution him againft repairing to parliament, where 
he would certainly be accufed of divers crinies and 
mifdemeanours ; they aflured Jiim that meafures- 
were already taken for his condemnation ^ and that 
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A. c. 144S. his enemies had chofen Edmundfbury for the fccnc 
of their mance, becaufe it was at a diftance from 
London, where he was not fo popular. 

Notwithftanding all thcfe infinuations, he would 
nor, by abfcnting himfelf from the parliahient, give 
the lead occaGon for fufpe&ing him guilty of crimes 
to which he was a ftranger ; and he went to Ed- 
mundsbury at jthe time appointed, fccure in the 
confcioufnefs of his own innocence. On the very 
firft day of the fcflion, he was arretted and com- 
mitted to clofe prifon, on pretence of an informa- 
tion charging him with a delign to aflfaflinate the 
king, feize the crown, and deliver his wife from 
the caftle of Kenilworth, where fhe was detained 
a prifoner. All the duke's well- withers, though m- 
cenfed at the injuftice of this arreft, took it for 
panted that he would acquit himfelf honourably on 
is trial, and were the lefs alarmed for that very 
reafon : but the unfortunate prince had no oppor- 
tunity to manifeft the falfity of the charge. After 
having been confined feventeen days, without any 
trial, he was found dead in his bed ; and fuppofed, 
by every unprejudiced perfon, to have been deprivcfd 
of his life by the contrivance of his enemies. In 
order to prevent unfavourable conjedures, the body 
JSJd'virn. was expofed three days fucceffively ; and, though 
no external marks of violence appeared, the people 
did not fcruple to fay he had undergone the' fate of 
his namefake, who was fmothered at Calais ; or 
that of the fecond Edward, who had been cruelly 
murdered in Berkley Caftle. Be that as it may, 
the death of Humphrey duke of Gloucefter was 
bitterly lamented by the people in general, and 
particularly by learned men and ingenious artifts, 
of whom he was the conftant proteftor and patron. 
After his deceafe reports were induftrioufly circu- 
lated to the prejudice of his charaifter, in order to 
imprels the public with a notion .of his having been 
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a^:ually guilty of the crimes laid to his charge. His ^^v>44^ 
dotneltics were apprehended, on fufpicipn of being 
accomplices ; and a commiflion of Oyer and Ter- 
miner granted to the marquis of Sufiblk and othierSy 
to try them for high treafon. Sir Roger Chamber* 
layn, Richard Middleton, Thomas Herbert, Richard 
and Arthur Needham, with other gentlemen of 
the duke's family, and twenty-rfeven inferior fer^ 
vants, were, after a confinement of feveral months^ 
brought to trial at Deptford ^ and being convifted 
of a defien to raife the duke of Gloucefter to the 
throne of England, received fentence of death, to^ 
the great fcandal of the judges. Suffolk, who con-^" 
dudxd this ihameful trial, fought to recommend 
himfelf to the people by a popular adt on this oc- 
cafion : he fuffered the convids to be drawn thro' 
the city on fledges to the place of execution, and 
even to be hung by the necks ; but they were im- 
mediately cut down alive, and received their par- 
don, to the inexpreflible joy of all the fpedators. Aa. Pub, 
Even this ihftance of lenity, fo contrary to the The cardi- 
nature of Suffolk, could not efface the impreffions 1^1^"^"^^ 
which had been made upon the public by the mur- but one 
der of Good Duke Humphrey. Henry himfelf ™°'^^^' 
was not fufpeded of having been concerned in this 
tragedy, bnt the queen was univerfally reviled as 
the author of the deed ; and the marquis, with the 
refl of the miniftry, were curfcd by the people with 
the moft bitter imprecations. Nothing more clearly 
demonftrate^ the weaknefs of human forefighr, 
than the fate of the duke of Gloucefter % in confe- 
quence of which the queen believed herfelf raifed 
above dl oppofition ; whereas it proved the intro- 
duAion of numberlei^ calamities, which Ihe and 
her family underwent in the fequci, becaufe it fur- 
nilhed the duke of York with an opportunity to 
advance his pretenfions to the crown, which in aH 
probability he would not h%re maintained^ or ei^ea 
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A«c. 1446. prefumed to pubiilh, doring the Jife^ thedttfef i4^ 
Gloucefter. The cardinal of Wkiclkjefter did ^ot 
long funrive the death of his adver^y:, Jn which hr 
bad been principally concerned. In^kk xh^fi Qvp 
weeks after the duke's deceaie, this haugi^ty prdat^ 
was feized with a diftemper that brought him to Im 
grave ^ and he died with all the terrors of a guikf 
confdence. Hia death depriiwd the <|«een, and k&r 
favoorice Suffolk, of the great weight s^d inQuence 
which was attached to the cardinal's power and mi- 
menfe fortune; and left the marquis more than 
ever expofed to the hatred and inveAives ai ike 
people. 

The time fixed for the conclufion of the peace 
with France being elapfed, and nofteps taken to- 
wards that defirabie event, they clamoured agftinft 
Suffolk, and did not fcruple to tax htm aloud with 
having betrayed the intereft of his cwntry^ in 
yielding Le Maine to the French } and, in lieu of a 
folid peace trumping up a ruinous truce, during 
which the enemy fortified themfelves at leifure. 
Thefe clamours increafing every day, the marquis 
defired he might be allowed to jufti^ his conduA 
before the king ; . and a day being fixed for that 
purpofe, he, in the prefence of feveral noblemen 
attached to his intereft, explained all his tranfac- 
tions in France, and produced the order, of council 
by virtue of which te had afted. The king was 
fo well fatisfied with his defence, that he publicly 
acquitted him of all mifcondud ; iffued letters pa- 
tent under the great feal, declaring him innocent of 
all the immitations laid to his charge, and forbid^ 
ding his fubjefts, on pain of incurring his difplea- 
fure, to fay or aft any thing to the prejudice of bis 
charader. Even this teftimony 6f his innocence 
could not filence the murmurs of the public. They 
not only abhorred him as the author of Gloucefter's 
dieath, and as the traitor who had given away La 
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Maine ; but they hated him ftill more implacably, A.C1447. 
. for having effeAed the marriage between the king 
and Margaret, which they looked upon as one of 
the greateft calamities that ever had happened to 
England. - They could not bear the adminiftra- 
tion of this foreign princefs, whofe rule was info- 
lent and arbitrary, and who made no other ufe of 
. the king but that of giving a fanftion to her own 
meafures. He was generally employed at his de- 
votions ; and Ihe took care to encourage him in 
thpfe exerciifs of religion, that his mind anc^ atten- 
tion might be wholly alienated from the affairs of 
government. She feemcd to defpife the murmurs 
of the people, in defiance of whom flie raifed her 
favourite to the dignity of duke of Suffolk, and 
cultivated fuchan intimacy of communication with 
that nobleman as prpved of very little advantage to 
her charaftcr. 

The univerfal odium that prevailed againfl: the Thedokeof 
queen and her minifter, added to the inadive dif- J^l^^^ ^^ 
pofition and incapacity of the king himfelf, en- regent oV 
couraged Richard duke of York to raife his views Si" dukJ^ ' 
to the throne of England. We have already ob- Somafet. 
ferved that he was heir to Mortimer, defcended 
from Lionel, third fon of Edward ill. and confe- 
quently hi$ title was preferable to that of Henry, 
who fprang from the loins of John of Gaunt, who 
was Lioners younger brother. Before Richard 
would embark in any mcafures for the fupport of 
his pretenfions^ he thought proper to found the 
inclinations of the people,' by emilTaries, who took 
occalion, from the defpotic government of Mar- 
garet, to obferve, that the people were flaves to a 
double ufurpation : that Margaret ufurped a power 
which (he had no right to exercife, fuppofing her 
husband to be lawful king of England j but that 
the royalty of the hoi&of Lancafter was founded 
Wpon ufurpation, whigh, though it had been ren- 


476 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

A. c. 1447. dercd tolerable by the ihining virtues of the late 
king, was now become infupportable, confideririg 
the weaknefs of Henry, and the pride of his queen^ 
the defcendant of a' family which' had always been 
at mortal enmity with the Englifh nation; and 
that, in fuch an emergency, the people ought to 
turn their eyes upon the duke of York, who was 
the true heir of the crown, a prince of great qua- 
lities and eminent virtue, who had already done 
the moft imporcant fervices to his country. Such 
' infinuations, artfully circulated, raifed up a great 

number of partifans to the duke, who did not feem 
to intereft himfelf in the fubjeft •, though the ob- 
fervations of the people on this occafion alarmed 
the queen and the whole houfe of Lancafter. They 
did not doubt but Richard was at the bottom of 
all this clamour ; and they refolved to diminifh his 
credit, by fubjefting him to fome mortification, 
and encouraging the rival of his power and reputa- 
tion. This was Edmund duke of Somerfet, who 
was created regent of France, without any regard 
to the commiffion of the duke of York, granted for 
f>w«. a term of years not yet expired. Somerfet*s bro- 
'"''' * ther had been always at variance with Richard ; and 
at this junAure Edmund treated him with fuch in- 
. fclence as produced an irreconcileable animofity 
between the houfes; though the duke of York at 
prefent difleAnbled his refentment. 
A.c. T448. We have already obferved, that in the negotiation 
Mans ceded for the king's marriage, it was ftipulated that the 
o^f Anjou! city of Mans^ and the whole country of Le Maine, 
fhould be ceded to Charles of Anjou -, but hitherto 
this ceflion had been delayed by the oppofition of 
the duke of Gloucefter, and the murmurs of the 
Englifh nation. At length Henry fent over two 
commiffioners to deliver the town of Mans to the 
prince of Anjou, whom they met upon the bridge, 
in his way to take poffeflion, and made a forn^al 
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pfotcft before a public nocaryj to the following cf- ^- ^- ^^' 
fe£t : That the king's fole intention in ceding chac 
place, was to procure a folid peace between him 
and king Charles before the expiration of the truce;- 
that he refcrved to himfelfthe Sovereignty of the 
town and province ; and that, in cafe the prince of 
Anjou Ihould attempt to invalidate that fovercignty, 
Henry fhould think himfelf at liberty to revoke that 
ccflion. This town being delivered to the French, 
the negotiation was continued for the peace, as well 
as for an interview between the two kings : but 
frelh difficulties occurred in fettling thefe points, 
and the truce was prolonged to the firft of April, in 
the enfuing year ; though it was interrupted before 
that time, in confequence of an unforefeen acci- 
dent. Aa. Pab. 

Surienne, an Arragonian knight of the garter, Thetownof 
and governor of Lower Normandy for the king of BrrwI^Vii"^ 
England, furprifed the town of Fougeres, belong- prifcdbyth« 
ing to the dqke of Brittany, and plundered the ^«sUA, 
inhabitants. The duke being informed of this 
outrage, fent an herald to the duke of Som^rfet, 
then refiding at Rouen, to demand reflitution of 
the place and the pillage. The regent promifed that 
he fhould receive proper fatisfaftion. Yet, as it 
lyas nccefTary to examine the particu^rs of the af- 
fair, that they might be communicated to the court 
of England, the duke of Bretagne could not brook 
the delay, but complained to the king of France of 
^his infraftion of the truce, in which his dominions 
had been exprefly comprehended. Charfes thougjic 
this a favourable opportunity to make advantage of 
Henry's weakneft* and the difcontents of the Eng- 
lilh people, to which he was no flranger. He af- . 
fefted to enter warmly into the refentment of the 
duke, and fent two embafTadors to London to de^ 
roand reparation for the affront, as well as the pay- 
ment of fixteen hundred thoufand crowns, to in- 
demnify 
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^•^•'54^- dcmnify his vaflTal foF the lofs he had fofttined; 
The court of England was not a little aftoniOicd 
at the deiliand of fuch an exorbitant fum, as well 
as at the eagernefs with which Charles efpoufed the 
quarrel of the duke of Bretagne, who had not been 
comprehended in the. treaty as his ally and v^fla!^ 
but merely as a neutrai prince, who had often afted 
as mediator between the two monarchs. Ths m\- 
niftry, however, affbred the ambafiadors that the 
king would indemnify the duke^ as fbon as the 
particulars of his lofs fhould be afcertained ; and 
they were giveri ta' underftand, that if Charles 
would fend envoys to Louviers^ they fhould be met 
by ambafladors front England, empowered to fettle 
all matters in difpute between them and their allies. 
Conferences were accordingly opened at this place, 
where the Engliih f^entpotentiaries obfcrved that 
.Fougeres had been furprifed without the confent or 
knowledge of the regent ; and that the fum de- 
manded greatly exceeded the damage which the 
duke had fufl:ained« The French ambafladors, 
without paying the leaft regard to thefe rcmon- 
ftfafices, told them in a peremptory manner, that 
unlefs the duke of Bretagne Ihould receive the fa- 
tisfaftion required, their matter would confider the 
truce as infringed ; fo that the conferences were im- 
mediately at an end. Charles was fo intent upoii 
recommerfcing hoftilities, while Henry was altoge- 
ther unprepared for a rupture, that if the court of 
England had agreed to comply with his demand^ 
h« would have found another caufe for rekindling 
the flames of war ; and even made a pretence of 
their having violated the tVuce with Scotland, be- 
fore the death of James, the manner of which we 
have already related. Neverthelefs, he ftill amufed 
the Englifli miniftry with negotiations, under the 
cover of which he prepared for opening the caflf^- 
paign ) while Henry's couacil feemed to fleep dt 
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the helm, and took not the leaft precaution againft ^'^* '7^' 
the brewing ftorm. They did not even reftorc the 
town of Fougeres, or endeavour in any Ihape to 
appeafe the duke of Brittany, who was fo juftiy in- 
cenfed. One would be apt to imagine, that Mar«> 
garet, .having no children of her own to engage her 
intered and afFeftion in the caufe of the Engliih* 
co-operated with the dcfigns of her family in France, 
and by her negligence favoured the expulfionof her 
hufband's troops from her native country. Rjumci 
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